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TO  TOBIAS   LEAR. 


Ht  dear  Sir. 


pHtUiDELPItU,  91  Drcvmber,  1794. 


^ 


Your  letter  of  the  r  7th  instant  was  received  yester- 
day, and  I  am  glad  to  find,  that  an  act  of  the  Virginia 
Assembly  has  been  obtained  for  prolonging  the  term 
for  the  completion  of  the  inland  navigation  of  the 
Potomac.  The  like  I  hope  has  been  or  will  be  ob- 
tained this  session  in  the  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

A  good  opportunity  presenting  itself  on  Thursday 
last,  I  embraced  it  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Morris  if  the 
directors  of  that  company  might  entertain  any  hope 
of  deriving  aid  from  Mr.  Weston's  opinion,  respecting 
the  lock-scats  at  the  Great  Falls  of  that  river.  His 
answer  was ;  '*  Mr.  Weston,  from  some  peculiar 
circumstances  attending  their  own  concerns,  had 
been  prevented  from  visiting  that  spot,  as  was  in- 
tended ;  but  that  he  was  now  expected  to  be  in  this 
city  in  a  few  days  (as  I  understood),  when  he  would 
propose  and  urge  his  going  thither." 

The  plan  of  Mr.  Claiborne's  engineer,  as  far  as 
I  understand  it,  is  to  avoid  locks  altogether.  The 
vessels  arc  received  into  a  basket,  or  cradle,  and  let 
down  by  means  of  a  lever  and  pulleys,  and  raised 
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again  by  weights  at  the  hinder  extremity  of  the  lever, 
which  works  on  an  axis  at  the  top  of  a  substantial 
post  fixed  about  the  centre  of  the  lever.  On  this 
principle,  but  differently  constructed.  Mr.  Greenleaf 
a  few  months  ago  showed  me  a  model,  the  efficacy  of 
which  he  seemed  to  entertain  the  most  exalted  opin- 
ion. My  doubts  of  the  utility  of  both  arise,  first, 
from  the  insufficiency  of  any  machinery  of  this  sort 
to  bear  the  weight  of  the  cradle,  when  charged  with 
water  and  a  loaded  boat  therein,  and  its  aptness  to 
get  out  of  order  by  means  thereof ;  secondly,  I  do 
not  find  that  they  are  in  general  use :  and  thirdly, 
because,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  Mr.  Weston  has  told 
me,  (but  of  this  I  am  not  certain,)  that  no  method  of 
raising  and  lowering  boats  had  been  found  equal 
to  that  of  locks.  Still,  as  I  observed  in  my  last,  I 
should  be  for  hearing  the  opinions  and  explanations 
of  any  and  everj'  scientific  and  practical  character, 
that  could  be  easily  got  at,  on  this  subject,  and 
therefore  would  hear  Claiborne's  engineer,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Weston  ;  especially  as  he  professes  to  be  par- 
ticularly well  skilled  in  the  application  of  them  in 
propelling  boats,  (in  an  easy  and  cheap  manner,) 
against  the  stream,  and  in  conducting  of  water  to 
cities  or  for  any  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

The  bill  you  allude  to  has  not  passed,  nor  do  I 
know  what  shape  it  will  take  if  it  does,  and  therefore 
can  say  nothing  more  on  the  subject  at  this  time, 
than  that  there  will  be  no  precipitancy  in  engaging 
cither  the  agents  or  the  means  of  carrj-ing  the  1; 
into  effect     If  the  measure,  which   I   have  recom- 
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inended,  should  be  adopted,  with  the  importance  of 
it  I  am  strongly  impressed  ;  consequently,  if  anything 
should  be  required  of  the  President  towards  carrj'ing 
It  into  execution,  I  shall  feel  it  in  a  particular  manner 
my  duty  to  set  it  a  going  under  the  most  favorable 
auspices. 

I  now  have  and  for  some  considerable  time  have 
bad,  twenty   five   Hogshead's  Tobo.   in   the  Ware- 
houses in  Alexandria,  which  at  some  times  I  have 
forgot,  and  at  other  times  have  been  indisposed  to 
lake  the    prices   which    were    given    for   Potomac 
Tobacco    on    the    Virginia    side.      Originally    this 
Tobacco  was  of  the  best  sort  put  up  dr^' — and  the 
qoality  of  it  reported  to  be  exceedingly  good.     If 
the  latter  is  the  case  still  it  will  in  some  respects, 
aod  for  some  purposes,  have  the  advantage  of  New 
Tobacco — but  what  to  do  with  it  I  know  not.     In 
Alexandria  it  might  not  bring  me   18/  per   100 — 
■hen  in  George  Town  (I  mean  in  the  Warehouses 
at  these  places)  it  might  bring  a  guinea. — I    have 
thought,  but  whether  it  be  practicable  to  accomplish 
it  without  difficulty  I  am  unable  to  decide,  that  if  the 
Tobacco  could  be  removed  from  the  Warehouses  in 
which  it  now  is,  to  those  in  George  Town,  and  be 
reinspectcd  at  the  latter,  that  1  might  be  a  considera- 
ble gainer  by  it.      But  admitting  that  this  can   be 
done  without  encountering  impediments  which  might 
involve  inconveniences;  or  that  would  excite  notice 
or  remarks,   neither  of   which    I   should   incline  to 
subject  mj'self  to  ;  it  would  be  previously  necessary 
la  know  whether  the  Tobacco  would   pass  at  the 
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latter  place  ;  for  if  it  should  be  brought  there  and  be 
condemned.  1  should  lose  the  whole  and  sustain  an 
expcncc  besides,  whereas  in  its  present  situation,  it 
will,  I  presume,  command  the  price  currant  in  Alexa. 
If  the  suggestion  here  mentioned  can  be  accom- 
plished (without  involving  the  consequences  ex- 
pressed above)  the  best  expedient  that  occurs  to 
me  to  effect  it,  is  under  the  idea  of  its  being  pur- 
chased by,  or  rather  ofTered  for  sale  to  a  Maryland 
Merchant,  to  have  it  re-examined  where  it  is,  in 
presence  of  the  George  Town  Inspectors,  who  should 
be  paid  for  their  attendance  and  who  should  declare 
to  the  supposed  purchaser  whether  they  would  pass  it, 
were  it  brought  to  the  Warehouses  in  George  Town. 
If  in  the  affirmative,  and  there  is  no  other  impediment 
to  the  measure  the  whole  business  might  be  easily 
accomplished  by  the  removal— rein spect ion — and  issu- 
ing of  new  notes  ;  either  in  my  name,  or  in  that  of 
the  supposed  purchaser — the  last  of  which  for  several 
reasons  1  think  would  have  the  best  appearance. 
Whether  this  project  can  be  carried  into  execution 
or  not,  is,  to  me,  uncertain  ;  but,  to  avoid  delay,  and  in 
order  to  enable  you  to  do  it  if  it  should  be  thought 
eligable,  I  send  you  the  notes  for  this  purpose,  or  to 
know  what  the  Tobacco  would  sell  for  where  it  is,  if  it 
be  not  eligable  to  remove  iL  They  may  be  kept,  or 
returned,  according  to  circumstances.  In  the  Ware- 
houses at  Geoi^e  Town — I  have^or  ought  to  have 
by  this  time  g.ooo  lbs.  of  Crop  Tobacco,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  enclosed  letter  to  me.  from  Co' 
Deakins ;  the  same  by  this  also. — 
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I  return  Dr.  Currie's  letter,  with  thanks  for  the 
perusal  of  it.  The  picture  drawn  in  it  of  the  state  of 
things  in  his  own  country,  and  the  details  which  he 
gives  of  those  of  the  belligerent  powers,  are  gioonty 
for  tfum  indeed.  AH  here  are  well,  and  all  join 
in  best  regards  for  you,  with,  dear  Sir,  your  affection- 
ate. &c 


% 


TO   HEKRY    KNOX,    SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 

Phiudeiphia.  jo  DecemUr.  I79«- 


Snt. 

The  considerations,  which  you  have  often  suggested 
to  me.  and  which  are  repeated  in  your  letter  of  the 
38th  instant,  as  requiring  your  departure  from  your 
present  office,  are  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  my  urging  your  continuance  in  it.  This  being  the 
case,  1  can  only  wish  that  it  was  otherwise' 

1  cannot  suffer  you,  however,  to  close  your  public 
service,  without  uniting  with  the  satisfaction,  which 

'  Ami  Cttural  KnsjCt  Ijtttr. — "  Sir  ;  In  puniunuc  at  ihe  verbal  oommuni- 
adMS  heivtolorc  tal^miiinl,  it  n  with  llic  nUiKDl  Tnii>v(;t.  lliat  I  bcu  leave 
^riiit  to  tc^sal  yoa  tiill  ptewe  10  contiiler,  ibu.  o/tcr  the  tul  d«T  of  the 
|KMM  moMh  >tid  jcar,  atj  iwrvlcck  as  the  Sccietaiy  fnt  tlic  iJrpirtmeni  ol 
Wti  «ill  wkie.  I  have  vndcavortd  io  place  the  biinnes)  of  (he  depaitmenl  in 
nd  ft  mis,  th*l  mj  niMettoa  nujr  wilhant  much  difficulty  commence  ihe 
Aida  of  bis  •tslton.  Any  «iplaMi(lont  or  utiiunit-,  which  he  may  rci^uiie, 
ibn&e  M(dUUy  aSovikd  by  ate. 

"  After  kivlnc  tcrrcd  my  countrj  neiriy  twenty  yean,  ihe  greaic*!  portion 
■4  «ki^  vmAa  yoor  iimninlUlc  lokpicct,  it  it  wilh  extrrmc  reluctance,  thai 
I  fed  iByMlf  exnutniDcd  to  withdraw  from  10  honaroble  a  ttacion.  But  the 
•Msal  *iul  ptmctful  claim*  oi  a  iivitieroiu  family  will  no  longer  permit  me  i» 
W|lecl  iheit  ewcniial  inltrttU.  In  whatever  irtualiun  1  shall  be.  1  shall 
mrnllii  1  yoat  confidence  oad  kindneu  uiib  all  the  fervor  and  purity  of  aHec- 
l)M,  «l  wUch  a  graietul  heart  it  rotccpliblt." — Itctember  sSlh. 

TMOchy  Ptdcering,  at  Ihta  time  Poitinaster- General,  wu  apjioinled  (o 
weeawl  fhnry  Kocn  at  Snietajy  of  War  on  Ihe  ad  of  January,  1745. 


must  arise  in  your  own  mind  from  a  conscious  recti- 
tiulc,  my  most  perfect  persuasion,  that  you  have 
deserved  well  of  your  country. 

My  personal  knowledge  of  your  exertions,  whilst  it 
authorizes  me  to  hold  this  language,  justifies  the  sin- 
cere friendship,  which  I  have  ever  borne  for  you,  and 
which  will  accompany  you  in  every  situation  of  life  ; 
being,  with  affectionate  regard,  always  yours,  &c 


LETTERS  TO  WILLIAM    PEARCE,    1 794-' 

The  reason  why  I  preferred  incicasing  the  quantity  of 
ground  in  these  fields  is,  that  nothing  might  interrupt  the  manur- 
ings  of  one  field,  at  each  farm,  every  year  with  green  manure  ; 
while  the  Cowpens,  and  dung  from  the  farm  yards  uould  do  the 
like  to  xhc  poor  parts  of  a  second  field,  anniiaJly.  By  this  means, 
and  a  judicious  rotation,  1  am  not  without  hope  of  brin);ing  my 
land,  in  time,  into  a  profitable  state  of  cultivation ;  and  unless 
some  such  practice  as  this  prevails,  my  lields  will  be  growing 
worse  and  worse  every  year  until  the  crops  will  not  defray  the 
cxpence  of  the  culture  of  them. 

By  the  report  of  the  week  before  last,  it  appeared  that  Stuart 
was  plowing  in  No.  7  ;  but  as  that  field,  according  lo  the  rotation 
which  I  have  by  me,  was  to  remain  this  year  in  Pasture  I  could 
not  account  for  it,  otherwise  than  as  a  mistake  in  him,  or  a  direc- 
tion of  mine  which  1  had  forgotten  ; — the  renson  however,  of  my 
mentioning  the  mailer  again,  in  this  letter,  is,  that  if  that  field  is 
designed  for  oats  and  buck  wheat,  the  part  or  such  proportion 
thereof  (as  you  like)  which  was  designed  for  the  latter,  may  go 
into  com  in  like  manner  as  is  allowed  at  the  other  farms  ;  but  if 
it  has  not  been  touched,  nor  intended  to  be  touched  this  year, 
(and  1  again  desire  that  you  will  not  undertake  more  than  you 
can  execute  well)  then  such  part  of  No.  i  as  you  may  deem 
proper :  or  you  may  do  what  Stuart  suggested  to  me  before  1  left 

'  In  wnlinuatioa  at  Vol.  Xli.,  page  401. 
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fastae,  nuti«1y,  to  plant  ait  ih«  ;ixn/ ground  in  both  No.  i  and  No. 
J  with  corn  and  sow  all  ibe  broken  and  poor  parU  of  them  with 
btck  wheat  for  manure.     •     •    • 

You  may  contiouc  to  cat  of  my  meat,  as  the  while  people  will 
tike  it  after  it  fioes  from  your  tabic,  until  your  family  arrives,  and 
iTlerwardt  alio  if  it  shall  be  found  more  convenient  than  to  ke«p 
Kparale  stocks,  an  I  believe  it  will.  I  perceive  Thomas  Green 
dnv&  fine  flour  (torn  the  mill,  when  Ihe  miller  and  others  arc 
content  with  middlings,  and  which  f  sm  sure  is  good  enough  for 
bim.  Does  his  agreement  in  this  respect  differ  from  others  ? 
•    "     *     a6  Januar)-,  r794. 

Mv  intention,  with  respect  to  the  rejtairs  of  my  house  in 
.AWxaodria  and  inclosing  the  lot,  was,  thai  every  particle  of  the 
vork,  caccpt  putting  it  together,  should  be  prepared  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  carried  thiiher  by  water;  for  sure  1  am  if  the  whole 
ns  to  be  executed  in  town  thai  four  faithful  workmen  would  do 
BKirc  thtrt  in  one  week  than  any  four  of  mine  would  do  in  a 
moBth.  1  cx|>ecte(l  that  Green,  or  some  one  that  was  a  judge  of 
•otk,  would  examine  critically  what  was  to  be  done,  that  the 
vliotc  might  be  carried  on  in  the  manner  1  have  just  mentioned. 
TUs,  as  far  as  the  dwelling  houw  is  concerned,  has  been  done 
lircady,  but  not  1  believe  with  the  accuracy  that  is  necessary  to 
pnveni  mistakes.    •    •    • 

I  am  so  well  satisfied  of  Thomas  Green's  unfitness  to  look  after 
ay  Carpenters,  that  nothing  but  the  helpless  situation  in  which 
yja  Knd  his  family,  has  prevailed  on  me  to  retain  him  till  this 
time :  but  if  you  perceive  more  and  more,  as  your  opportunities 
BKiease,  that  he  is  not  to  be  eolnisted,  you  had  better  be  looking 
W  in  lime  to  supply  his  place  another  year,  if  there  should  not 

the  cause  to  turn  him  sooner  off.  *  •  * 
I  perceive  ray  overseers  are  beginning  to  report  the  increase  of 
liahs  this  year  a«  they  did  last,  by  which  I  never  know  what  ihcy 
lose.  Let  them  know  it  is  my  expectation,  that  every  lamb  that 
fdb,  and  every  one  that  dies  in  the  week,  and  what  arc  actually 
in  being  at  the  time,  is  to  be  precisely  set  down.  It  is  from  hence 
Miy  1  can  form  a  judgment  of  their  care  and  attention  to  them. 
According  to  their  mode  of  rendering  the  account,  I  may,  if  an 
bmidred  Iambs  fall  in  a  week,  and  fifty  of  them  die,  have  an  in- 


crease  of  50  only  in  the  report ;  and  although  this  is  true  in  fact, 
it  is  by  no  means  a  fair  or  satisfactory  state  of  the  case.  *  *  " 
16  February,  1794.  fl 

The  insuETerable  neglects  of  mjr  overseers  in  not  plowing  as 
they  ought  lo  have  done  in  the  fall,  begins  now  to  be  manifest ; 
for  I  percdve  by  the  account  given  of  the  plowing,  that  I  am 
driven  to  the  altemutive  of  putting  my  oats  into  ground  not  half 
plowed  and  prepared,  and  thereby  little  to  expect  from  it ; — or, 
in  ondcr  to  do  this,  be  so  late  in  sowing,  as  to  hazard  an  entire 
loss  of  the  crop,  if  the  Spring  is  not  very  raoist  and  dripping ;  for 
I  have  seldom  succeeded  with  oats  unless  they  were  sown  before 
the  middle  of  March. 

It  did  not  occur  to  me  in  time,  (o  advise  running  the  rollers 
over  your  grass  grounds,  and  even  the  wheat,  after  the  frost  bad 
come  fairly  out  of  the  earth  ;  nothing  would  have  recovered  both 
more.  The  toots  (even  of  that  which  had  been  thrown  entirely 
out)  would  have  been  pressed  in  such  a  manner  to  the  earth  as  to 
have  shot  forth  fibers  lo  restore  the  plant.  Now,  I  presume,  it  is 
too  late.     *    •     " 

Mr.  Smith  has,  1  believe,  been  furni.shed  with  fish  from  my 
landing,  and  if  he  will  give  as  much  as  another,  ought  lo  have  the 
preference  ; — but  before  you  positively  engage,  enquire  what  the 
other  fisheries  arc  disposed  to  sell  at.  4/  per  thousand  for 
Herrings,  and  to/  per  hundred  for  shad,  is  very  low.  I  am,  at 
this  moment,  paying  6  /  a  piece  for  every  shad  ]  buy.  I  am  en- 
tirety against  .iny  w.nggons  coming  lo  my  landing  ;  but  there  is 
one  thing  which  Mr.  Smith,  or  any  other  with  whom  you  engage, 
must  perfectly  understand,  if  they  agree  to  take  aU  (over  what  I 
want  for  my  own  use),  that  is,  when  the  glut  of  fish  run.t,  he  must 
be  provided  to  take  every  one  I  do  not  want,  or  have  them  thrown 
on  his  hands  :  the  truth  of  the  case  is,  that  in  the  height  of  the 
fishery,  they  arc  not  prepared  to  cure,  or  otherwise  to  dispoee  of 
them,  as  fast  as  they  ctru/if  be  caught :  of  course  the  scins  slacken 
in  their  work,  or  the  lish  lye  and  spoil,  when  that  is  the  only  time 
I  can  make  anything  by  the  .Nein  ;  for  small  hauls  will  hardly 
pay  the  ware  and  tare  of  the  scin  and  the  hire  of  the  bands. 
Your  account  of  the  deficiency  of  sein  rope  would  have  surprised 
m«  if  it  had  not  been  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  the  conduct  which 
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hu  waistcd  everything  I  had,  almost.  Whatever  is  necessary  mtist 
be  got,  and  I  shall  depend  upon  your  care  and  attention,  now  to 
(uard  me  against  desliuction  of  my  property,  while  it  is  eninttted 
to  your  manag^einent. 

Secure  a  xtifficiency  of  fish  for  the  use  of  my  own  people  from 
the  first  that  comes,  otherwise  ihcy  may  be  left  in  the  lurch,  as 
has  been  the  case  heretofore,  by  depending  on  what  is  called  the 
glnl.     '    •     •     13  Match,  1794. 

I  hare  no  doubt  but  tliat  the  late  capture  of  out  vessels  by  the 
British  cruisers,  followed  by  the  embargo  which  has  been  laid  on 
the  shipping  in  our  ports,  would  naturally  occasion  a  temporary 
UU  in  the  article  of  provisions ;  yel,  as  there  are  the  same 
Boalhs  to  feed  as  before,  as  the  demand  consequently  will  be  as 
peat,  and  as  the  crops  in  other  parts  of  the  world  will  not  be 
iacieased  by  thc*e  means,  I  have  no  doubt  at  all,  but  that,  as 
«0M  u  the  present  impediments  are  removed  the  prices  of  flour 
will  rise  to  what  it  has  been  (at  least) ;  for  which  reason  hold 
■ue  up  to  the  prices  mentioned  in  my  last ;  and  if  they  are 
offered,  make  a  provisory  agreement,  to  be  ratified,  or  not,  by 
UK.    •    •     • 

The  imposition  with  respect  to  the  garden  seeds  is  very  iin- 
IMiliable ;  'tis  infinitely  worse  than  simple  robbery,  for  there  you 
kse  yoni  money  ot^  ;  but  when  it  is  |pven  for  bad  seed  you  lose 
TOUT  money,  your  tabor  in  preparing  for  the  reception  of  them, 
aod  a  whole  season.    •    •    •    6  April,  1 794. 

1  wish  you  had  discharged  Green  without  any  ceremony,  when 
fOQ  found  him  drinking  and  idling  his  time  away  ;  as  to  any  re- 
fiiBce  on  his  promise  to  amend,  there  can  be  no  sort  of  depend* 
loce ;  for  it  has  been  found  that  he  is  growing  worse  and  worse. 
The  consequence  of  which  is,  that  he  dare  not  find  fault  with 
those  who  are  entrusted  to  his  care,  lest  they  should  retort,  and 
dbckne  his  rascally  conduct ;  by  which  means  work  that  the 
MOienombeTof  hands  would  perform  in  a  week,  takes  mine  a 
BMth.  Nothing  but  compassion  for  his  helpless  family,  has 
hitbeno  induced  me  to  keep  him  a  momcni  in  my  service  (so  bad 
in  the  example  he  sets)  ;  but  if  he  has  no  regard  for  them  him- 
Klf,  it  is  not  10  be  expected  that  I  am  to  be  a  continual  sufferer 
00  this  account  for  his  misconduct 


I  Dcvcr  could  ^1  an  account  of  the  corn  made  on  my  estate 
last  year,  consequently  can  forra  no  idea  of  the  quAotity  now 
on  hand,  nor  of  the  prospect  there  is  of  its  carrying  mc  through 
the  year.  Al  any  rate  it  should  be  used  with  great  care,  but 
if  it  is  likely  to  run  short,  as  much  parsimony  should  be  observed 
as  can  comport  with  the  absolute  calls  for  it,  on  the  farms,  as  I 
know  not  where  to  get  more;  and  should  find  it  inconvenient  to 
pay  for  it  if  I  did.     '    "     "    4  May.  1794. 

lATiethcr  you  will  depend  upon  the  first  ot  second  crop  of 
clover  for  seed,  will  be  left  lo  yourself;  but  I  desire  (if  it  be 
practicable)  that  of  this,  of  buck  wheat,  timothy,  and  in  short 
of  every  otlier  seed  which  you  may  have  occasion  for  next  year, 
may  be  saved ;  as  the  co«i  of  these  things  in  the  markets  of  this 
city  falls  too  heavy  upon  mc  besides  being  bad  very  often,  t 
also  request  you  H-ill  be  particularly  careful  in  saving  seeds  from 
the  several  kinds  of  grass,  which,  from  time  to  time,  have  been 
sown  in  (what  is  called)  the  Vineyard,  and  other  placet,  for  the 
purpose  of  experiments ;  or  because  they  were  given  to  me  as 
curiosities,  or  for  the  real  value  of  them.  And  I  hope  you  have 
been,  and  will  be  attentive  to  sucb  as  I  have  sent  you  myself. 
Is  that  which  I  forwarded  (o  you  some  time  ago  (directing  it  to 
be  sown  in  some  part  of  one  of  the  meadows)  come  up  well  ?  It 
was  given  to  me  for  a  gross  of  more  value  than  timothy,  If  so, 
all  the  seed  that  can  ought  to  be  raised  from  it :  (he  same  of  St 
Foin  ;  which  my  gardener  neglected  last  year  until  the  seed  was 
almost  lost.  If  cattle  or  horses  will  eat  the  fancy  gra.is  in  its 
green  stale,  or  made  into  hay,  it  certainly  must  be  very  valuable, 
as  it  grows  rank,  stands  thick  on  the  ground,  does  not  require 
strong  land,  and  will  remain  forever  on  it.  Save  what  seed  you 
can  from  this.  Some  grotvs  in  the  vineyard  inclosurc,  and  some 
I  believe  in  the  little  garden  by  the  salt  house.  Several  other 
grasses,  of  valuable  Sroris,  which  had  been  given  10  mc,  were 
sown  in  this  place  and  (he  vine  yard  ;  but  like  most  other  things 
on  my  estate,  have  been  lost  for  want  of  attention  hitherto,  but  I 
hope  your  care  will  guard  mc  against  such  neglects  in  future. 

I  presume  you  arc  well  enough  acquainted  with   clover  lo^ 
know  how  it  is  to  be  managed  ;  both  for  seed  and  hay.     La 
year  none  of  the  first  (or  very  little)  was  saved  ;  and  of  the  lat 
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liai  it  hay,  none  was  made  good,  and  a  great  deal  of  il  oraa 
tniirel)'  spoiled.  It  ought  to  be  vrell  cured  before  stacking,  but 
Ml  much  stirred  ;  eipccialljr  in  ihc  sun,  or  it  wilt  lose  the  leaf. 
Let  there  be  a  hollow  in  the  middle  of  each  stack  (by  way  of 
RStalater)  occasioned  by  drawing  a  basket,  or  »tuScd  bag 
ihnegh  the  middle,  whilst  the  stack  if  making.     *    *    « 

Id  what  state  of  forwardness  iK  the  drilled  wheat,  when  com- 

ptted  wiib  the  common  wheat  ?  from  the  character  and  descrip- 

tioD  of  it,  il  ought  to  be  ripe  for  cutting  by  the  8th  or  toth  of 

Jme,     Von  will  have  been  lold,  or  will  have  discovered,  thai 

I     IkcK  are  two  kinds  of  wheat  in  drills,  at  the  Union  farm.     One 

^u  a  double  headed  sort,  whether  of  much  value  or  not  1  am 

^naable  to  my  ;  nor  do  1  know  whether  it  ripens  sooner  or  later 

F  i^an  the  common  kind.     Take  care  of  the  seeds  of  both,  and 

onljously  guard  against  their  miziiig  in  the  seed  loft.     As  (here 

win  sot  be  much  of  the  double  headed  wheat,  it  might  be  well 

(is  order  to  prevent  ihis)  to  put  it  into  light  caska,  and  head  it 

sp  securely.     The  early  wheat  I  set  great  vahie  on,  as  it  is  an 

acqaifiition.  in  the  farming  line,  of  great  magnitude  in  many 

peints  of  view.    •    ♦    • 

I  find  by  the  reports  that  Sam  is,  in  a  manner,  always  returned 
lick ;  Doll  at  (he  Ferry,  and  several  of  the  spinners  very  fre- 
iscntiy  so,  for  a  week  at  a  stretch  ;  and  ditcher  Charles  often 
hid  up  with  a  lameness.  I  never  wish  my  people  to  work  when 
ibeyare  really  sick,  or  unfit  for  it;  on  the  contrary,  that  all 
aeccMary  care  should  be  taken  of  them  when  they  are  so  ;  but  if 
foado  not  examine  into  their  complaints,  they  will  lay  by  when 
M  aore  ail«  Ihcm,  than  all  those  who  slick  to  their  business,  and 
ve  not  complaining  from  the  fatigue  and  drowsiness  which  they 
ftcl  as  the  effect  of  night  walking  and  other  practices  which  unfit 
ihem  for  the  duties  of  the  day.     •     •     • 

As  Congress  have  dstennined  that  the  Embargo  shall  not  be 
mewed,  I  expect  the  price  of  flour  will  be  at  least  as  hi^  as  it 
has  been  io  Alexandria.  In  ihts  city  it  has  already  risen  to  50/ 
(Of  Riperfine  and  46/6  for  fine,    *    •    "     18  May,  1794. 

t  kam  with  concern  from  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant, 
that  your  crops  are  still  laboring  under  a  drought,  and  most  of 
tkem  very  much  injured.    At  disappointments  and  losses  which 


arc  the  effects  of  providentisl  nets,  t  never  repine,  because  I  am 
sure  the  alwjsc  disposer  of  events  knows  better  than  we  do,  what, 
is  best  for  us,  or  what  we  deserve.     *    *    *     15  May,  1794.       I 

The  deception  with  respect  to  the  potatoes  (110  instead  of  418 
bushels)  is  of  a  piece  with  other  pr.ictices  of  a  similar  kind  by 
which  I  have  suffered  hitherto  ;  and  may  6cr*-e  lo  evince  lo  you, 
in  strong  colors,  first  how  little  confidence  can  be  placed  in  any 
one  round  you  ;  and  secondly  the  necessity  of  an  accurate  in- 
spection into  these  things  yourself. — for  to  t>e  plain,  Alexandria 
is  such  a  recepticle  for  every  thing  that  cnn  be  filched  from  the 
right  owucrs,  by  cither  blacks  or  whites ;  and  I  have  such  an 
opinion  of  my  negros  (two  or  three  only  excepted),  and  not 
much  better  of  some  of  the  whites,  that  I  am  perfectly  sure  not 
a  single  thing  that  can  be  disponed  of  at  aty  prite,  at  that  place, 
that  will  not.  and  is  not  stolen,  where  it  is  possible ;  and  carried 
thither  10  some  of  the  underlying  shop  keepers,  who  suppor 
themselves  by  this  kind  of  traffick.    *    *    •     i  June,  1794. 

If  Iambs  of  any  kind  have  been  sold  from  my  flocks  ol 
sheep,  it  has  not  only  been  done  without  my  consent,  but  ex- 
pressly contrary  to  my  orders.  And  sure  I  am,  the  money  for 
which  they  were  sold  never  found  its  way  into  my  pockets  ;  nor 
is  there  credit  for  it  in  any  accounts  I  have  seen.  So  far  has 
it  been  from  my  practice,  or  policy  to  sell  off  the  forward  ewe 
lambs,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  it,  1  would  not  suffer  any 
lambs  to  be  disposed  of  at  all,  unless  it  was  the  very  latest 
runts.  My  plan,  while  it  was  in  my  power  to  attend  to  these 
matters  myself  was,  to  be  sparing  of  the  lambs  even  for  my  own 
table,  and  never  to  kill  the  females;  to  keep  the  ewe  lambs 
(especially  the  latter  ones)  from  the  rams  the  first  year — to  sepa- 
rate the  rams  from  the  ewes  at  shearing  time  (to  be  returned  at  a 
proper  season) — and,  at  shearing  time  also,  to  cull  over,  and  re- 
move to  a  pasture  by  themselves,  all  the  sheep  above  a  certain 
age.  and  all  such  as  appeared  to  be  upon  the  decline,  that,  after 
receiving  the  summer's  run.  and  such  aid  as  could  otherwise  be 
afforded  them,  ihcy  might  be  disposed  of  to  the  butchers,  reserv- 
ing enough  for  the  use  of  the  family.  If  lambs  have  been  dis- 
posed of  contrary  to  this  plan,  it  has  been  done  by  the  knavery 
of  those  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  my 
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abtence  has  afforded  them,  to  do  it.     It  might  b«  well  therefore 

for  jroa  to  enquire  by  whom  lambs  have  been  void  ;  and  as  you 

•iB  see  by  the  written  agreements  with  my  overseers  that  they 

ire  sot  allowed  to  sell  even  a  fowl,  to  charge  them  in  explicit 

lenns,  not  to  depart  from  it.     The  granting  them  this  indulgence 

ns  for  their  comfort  on  the  farm  ;    but  they  have  no  right  to 

ruK  anything  thereon,  of  any  sort,  or  kind  whatsoever,  for  sale. 

If  therefore,  as  the  practice  of  this  sort  is  contrary  to  agreement, 

they  presume  to  sell  one  iMng,  they  may  and  will  be  su^ectcd  of 

teUing  a'€wy  Mng  they  can  do  with  impunity.     This  reminds  me 

of  what  has  often  been  in  my  intention  to  write  about,  and  that  is 

Ur.  Stuart's  selling  butter.     He  is,  I  well  remember,  allowed  a 

certain  pan  of  the  butler  that  is  made  on  the  farm,  [andj  of  course 

ii  entitled  to  the  butler  orihc  value  of  it ;  but  to  avoid  suspicion 

he  had  belter,  both  on  his  own  account  and  mine,  after  taking 

tnt  what  he  use^  in  his  own  family  (and  what  he  ought  to  account 

lot)  tend  al/  that  is  made  besides  to  the  Mansion  house  ;  and,  as 

ii  will  go  from  thence  to  market,  let  him  be  allowed  for  his  pro> 

ponion  the  price  It  sells  at.    Besides  avoiding  suspicion  and  evil 

rqiorts.  another  good  will  be  derived  from  this  practice,  and  thai 

ii,ihat  ii  will  supercede  the  necessity  of  his  wife's,  or  any  other 

pmon's,  running  to  Alexandria  to  dispose  of  this  article,  or  to 

taqoirc  into  the  price  of  it.    That  Mr.  Sluan's  conduct  in  this 

badness  has  not  escaped  censure  you  will  sec  by  the  enclosed  ; 

bu  as  I  never  entertained  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  him,  and 

ilvays  a  very  bad  one  of  Green,  I  ne»cr  mentioned  the  report  to 

■ke  former,  although,  when  the  Utter  gave  the  information,  I  told 

bin  to  commit  what  he  had  to  say  to  writing.^charging  him  at 

the  same  time  to  say  nothing  that  be  could  not  prove,  as  he  might 

bring  himself  into  a  scrape  if  he  did.     I  have  no  doubt  of  Mrs. 

Stuart's  having  furnished  butler  for  McKnight's  tavern,  and  if  the 

quantity  bears  any  proportion  to  what  is  asserted  in  the  paper, 

that  it  baa  been  fraudulently  done.     The  account,  1  presume,  is 

tttggerated,  otherwise  instead  of  being  content  with  one  fourth 

(which,  if  my  memory  series  me,  is  the  part  allowed  him)  he 

Bust  have  taken  three  fourths  of  it  at  least.     But  be  the  report 

inie  or  false,  it  stiU  shews  the  necessity  of  the  measure  I  have 

idriied  ;  in  the  first  case,  to  guard  me  against  such  impositions ; 


and  in  the  second,  to  secure  his  own  character  against  suspicic 
and  calumny,    •    ♦    • 

Mr.  O'Neil,  from  Chester  County  in  ihis  Slate,  will  be  at  Mt. 
Vernon  by  the  time,  or  Mon  after  this  letter  will  have  reached 
you.  He  has  a  grcal  opinion  of  a  freestone  qiurry  near  my  lime- 
kiln, but  a  little  up  the  Branch  called  Hell  hole ;  and  I  have 
authorised  him  to  open  it  ai  his  own  cxpcncc ;  but  have  told  him 
thai  if  you  have  a  hand  or  two  that  could  be  spared,  and  he 
would  allow  the  same  for  them  by  the  day,  or  month,  that  he 
gives  to  others,  I  had  no  objection  to  your  doing  it.  I  am  to  be 
at  no  expcncc  or  trouble  with  him,  and  he  has  assured  me  that 
the  hands  he  takes  from  hence  with  him  shall  be  sober,  honest 
and  well-behaved.  If  Tom  Davis  and  Neuclus  could  be  spared 
from  ne<tnary  work,  they  had  best  go ;  for  numbers  will  add 
nothing  to  the  despatch  of  my  work,  whilst  it  is  under  the  im- 
mediate inspection  and  direction  of  Thomas  Green ;  who,  it 
appears  indispensably  necessary  to  me,  should  be  superceded  the 
moment  you  can  get  a  good  workman  in  whom  confidence  can  be 
placed,  to  overlook  ihem  ;  for  the  manner  in  which  my  carpenter 
idle  away  their  time,  is  beyond  all  forbearance.  Twelve 
peotcrs  in  this  city  would  have  built  every  house  which  is  on 
lot  in  Alexandria  (from  the  foundation)  in  less  time  than  mine 
were  employed  in  the  few  repairs  they  received  ;  but  from  the 
habits  of  idleness  which  they  have  contracted,  and  the  bad 
examples  of  Green,  nothing  better  I  am  sure  is  to  be  expected 
from  them  while  they  are  under  his  management.    S  June,  1794. 

1  cither  misuDdcTstood  Peter,  or  he  told  me  that  several  of  the 
mules  which  arc  returned  in  the  Mansion  House  report,  and 
which  I  did  not  intend  should  be  used  without  previously  com- 
municating ihc  matter  to  me,  has  actually  been  put  to  (he 
plough ;  although  no  longer  ago  than  last  October  I  supplied 
every  Farm  with  a  complete  set  of  plow  beasts  (horses  or  mules). 
If  the  mules  arc  to  be  taken  in  this  manner,  I  shall  never  raise 
them  to  be  of  any  value — for  to  take  them  at  two  or  three  years 
old  and  work  them  until  they  can  hardly  walk  alone,  is  niimiig  of 
them  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  I  desire  a  stop  may  be  put 
to  the  practice.  Especially  as  I  see  no  prosjiect  of  keejnng  up 
my  stock  of  them,  notwithstanding  the  immense  expence  I  have 
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nut  mywif  to  in  providing  maics  for  the  purpose  of  breeding  them. 

From  Peter  xlso,  I  was  told  {but  this  might  be  by  way  of  excuse 

foe  his  own  neglect  in  not  attending  properly  to  ihem  in  the 

corcrisg  season)  that  almost  all  the  mates  ha<!  slunk  their  foals ; — 

lad  be  mentioned  an  instance  of  this  happening  lo  a  valuable 

■ne  sent  from  the  Mansion  house  to  Uoguc  run,  and  rid  by 

UcKoy  into  the  forest,  doing  it  the  night  he  quitted  her  back. 

H7  hurry  the  morning  I  left  home  (for  it  was  just  before  that  1 

rccdred  this  tnfonnacion  upon  enquiring  what  prospect  1  had 

for  colts  this  year)  prevented  my  mcniioning  the  matter  to  you, 

Ni^l  rides  and  treading  irhcat  will  forever  deprive  me  of  foals. 

But  a  few  years  ago  I  bought,  and  sent  from  Lancaster  and  other 

pbcc*  in  this  State,  &c.,  37  large  mares  for  the  sole  purpose  of 

bleeding  mules — never  intending  that  one  of  ihem  should  be  put 

t9  vork— having  in  the  year  17S9  before  I  left  home  for  New 

Yock,  compleatiy  stocked  all  my  farms  with  Kork  horses,  and 

Idt  many  mares  besides  for  breeding.     Since  that  period  (not 

iDore  than  live  years)  it  has  taken  all  the  surplus  of  the  old 

Uock.jast  mentioned — the  17  mares  bought  for  breeding,  and 

for  no  other  purpose,  and  all  the  mules  (for  at  that  time  there 

m  not  one  in  use)  to  supply  the  deficiencies  o'hich  have  been 

occasioned  by  the  rasc^Iy  treatment  1  have  experienced  from 

■r  oveneers ;  and  the  want  of  attention  in  my  managers,  during 

nr  ainence  from  home  Since  the  period  of  1 789  above  mentioned. 

Thit  I  know  docs  not  apply  to  you,  and  it  is  only  mentioned  to 

ihe*  in  what  manner  I  have  been  abused,  and  how  necessary  it 

ii  tkat  you  guard  me  against  the  like  in  future.    *     *    * 

I  bear  with  concern,  but  not  unexpectedly,  of  tlie  illness  of 
your  eldest  daughter.  That  sbe  could  not  without  a  change  for 
the  better  survive  the  indisposition  with  which  she  has  been 
iffliCted  long,  was  the  opinion  of  all  who  saw  her  ;  and,  in  a 
ilc|iee,  I  presume  must  have  been  your  own.  So  far  then  you 
MOM  be  prepared  (or  the  unfortunate  event ;  and  iho'  nature,  at 
w  awful  2  trial,  must  shrink  for  a  time,  reason  and  reflection 
■ill  prodtKe  resignation  to  a  degree,  against  which  there  is  no 


It  b  but  justice  10  acknowledge  to  you,  that  so  far  as  I  was 
FtUc^fRND  the  hurt  which  confined  me  whilst  I  was  at  Mount 
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Vernon,  to  look  into  my  business,  I  was  well  satislied  with  your 
cooduct,  and  I  am  persuaded  I  shall  have  no  cause  lo  complain 
of  it  in  future.  Good  iudgtnent  and  cxpcrlmenlal  knowledge 
properly  exerted  never  can,  when  accompanied  with  integrity 
and  Eeal,  go  wrong.  These  qualifications  you  have  the  character 
of  possessing,  and  I  place  confidence  therdn.  My  favorite 
objects,  as  I  have  often  repeated  to  you,  are  to  recover  my  land 
from  the  gullied  and  exhausted  state  into  which  it  has  been 
unfortunately  thrown  for  some  years  back — To  lay  down  all  the 
low  and  swampy  lands  to  grass,  and  be  it  little  or  much,  to  do  it 
well — To  have  clover  lots  sufficient  (or  soiling  work  horses  and 
cattle,  and  for  other  purjioses — To  substitute  as  fast  as  posuble 
hedges  and  live  fences  in  place  of  dead  ones,  and  of  anything 
that  will  make  them — To  be  attentive  to  my  stock  of  all  species 
and  descriptions,  taking  care  to  improve  and  increase  them  lo 
the  full  extent  of  your  pasturage,  beyond  which,  although  you 
might  raise  food  for  their  winter  support,  it  would  be  folly  to 
go— And  lastly,  to  look  as  much  as  possible  into  the  little,  as 
well  as  ye  greater  coDccms  of  ye  farms  ;  for  more  is  wasted  and 
lost  from  an  omission  in  not  doing  the  first  than  any  one  is 
aware  of,  when  they  examine  the  aggregate  amount  of  trifles — 
To  improve  also  every  thing  into  manure  that  will  make  it — i«^ 
among  the  considerations  to  be  attended  to.     tj  July,  t794. 

Remember  to  give  John  a  dollar  the  last  day  of  every  month,' 
provided  he  behaves  well — letting  him  know  that  it  is  on  that 
express  condition  he  is  to  receive  it.  And  If  a  suit  of  cloalhs  of 
tolerable  good  cloth,  made  to  his  own  taste,  will  keep  him  in  good 
humor,  let  him  be  indulged  with  them.  If  by  his  conduct  he 
merits  these  things,  I  shall  not  begrudge  them  to  bim.  *  * 
ao  July,  1794- 

Is  there  anything  particular  in  the  cases  of  Ruth,  Hannah 
and  Pcgg,  that  they  have  been  returned  sick  for  several  weeks 
together?  Kuth  1  know  is  extremely  deceitful  ;  she  has  been 
aiming  for  some  time  past  to  get  into  the  house,  exempt  from 
work  ;  but  if  they  arc  not  made  to  do  what  their  age  and 
strength  will  enable  them,  it  wilt  be  a  very  bad  example  for 
others — none  of  whom  would  work  if  by  ]>retexts  they  can  avoid 
it     a;  July,  1794. 
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If  four  com  grouod  has  got  foul  by  the  rains  which  have  fallen, 

^■vt  even  if  thcjr  are  noi  perfectly  clean,  I  had  rather,  although  il 

vill  ineriiably  delay  youi  seeding,  put  off  sowing  wheat — or  any 

thing  else  indeed — until  it  \%  clean,  bright  and  in  good  order  for 

tfce  reception  of  them : — for  I  never  found  anything  but  disap* 

potDled  hopes  from  a  contrary  practice  ; — which  has  long  decided 

nein  an  opinion  that  to  aim  at  the  cultivation  of  more  ground 

than  one  can,  under  almost  any  circumstances,  master  completely 

is  not  the  certain  way  to  make  sure,  or  even  large  crops ;  but  an 

infallible  one  to  destroy  ihe  land.     I  have  long  botrn  convinced 

^noreover,  that  tf  the  same  labor,  and  expense  of  manure,  &c., 

(vhich  U  the  common  mode  of  management  in  Virginia)  was  be- 

'Rowed  of  50  acres  of  land,  that  is  now  scattered  over  100,  that 

the  former  would  be  more  profitable  and   productive  to  the 

onter.     What  I  would  be  understood  to  mean  by  this,  is  that  a 

Md  not  more  than  half  prepared  for  a  crop,  the  crop  not  more 

ikn  half  tilled,  and  the  ground  but  indifferently  manured,  will 

M  produce  as  much  as  the  half  of  it  would,  if  these  were 

bestowed  in  full  pro|)0rtion  to  the  requirements  of  the  land.     If 

one's  means  is  equal  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  whole  there 

on  be  no  doubt,  in  that  case,  but  that  tlie  whole  wilt  double  the 

U(.    All  I  mean  to  express  is,  that  whatever  is  attempted,  should 

be  well  executed  as  it  resi>ecls  crops,  and  as  it  respects  meadows 

nd  other  improvements,  to  complete  and  make  good  as  one 

w     COet.     Il  was  not  my  intention  to  apply  what  1  have  here  said  to 

^fe  tbe  Hate  in  which  you  have  described  your  com  ground  lo  be 

^m  Dadet  from  so  much  rain,  or  to  any  particular  case;   but  as 

V  paeiaj  observations  which  I  am  persuaded  will  hold  good  in  all 

r     cases.    An  essential  object  with  every  fanner  ought  to  be  the 

'       destniction  of  weeds.     His  arable  and  pai^ture  grounds  should 

tntdnce  nothing  but  grain,  pulse,  if  he  raises  them,  vegilablcs  of 

diffetent  sorts,  according  10  his  designs,  and  grasses.     Nothing 

tben  but  deep  and  frequent  plowing,  hoeing  and  hand  weeding, 

cm  eradicate  weeds,  and  such  other  trash  as  foul  and  exhaust 

the  fields,  and  diminish  the  crops  :  and  these,  neither  in  season, 

iai]Dantiiy,  or  quality  can  be  given,  if  more  is  undertaken  than 

iIm  force  and  means  are  competent  to.    I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the 

young  timothy  is  beginning  to  shew  itself  in  the  new  meadows.    It 


is  an  ardent  wish  of  mine  to  have  the  whole  well  covered  with  grass, 
free  from  sprouts  and  weeds,  and  sinoolh  for  the  scythe.    ■    •    • 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  indispensably  Dccessary  that  some  person 
should  be  engaged  in  place  of  Thomas  Green,  to  look  after  my 
carpenters ;  for  in  the  manner  they  conduct  [themselves]  under 
his  su peri n tendency,  it  would  be  for  my  interest  to  set  tlietn  frec^ 
rather  than  give  them  victuals  and  cloalhj,  Jame»,  by  the  report*, 
has  been  9  days  I  perceive  in  plaining  the  floors  of  the  house  ia 
town ;  Ncoclus  (besides  what  was  done  to  it  before)  six  dsys' 
paving,  and  sanding  the  ccUar  which  a  man  in  Philadelphia 
would  have  done  in  less  than  as  many  hours ;  Davii,  eight  or 
nine  days'  papering,  and  so  on  :— whilst  Green  himself,  and  the 
others,  appear  determined  (as  it  would  seem  to  roc)  to  make  the 
new  house  at  Union  farm  a  standing  job  for  the  summer,  as  the 
chimney  and  underpinning  will  more  than  probably  be  for  Davis 
the  same  time.  When  this  last  work  is  done,  that  is,  underpin- 
ning tlie  house,  it  must  be  remembered  that  air  holes  is  left  in  it, 
to  prevent  the  slccjwrs  from  rotting. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  say  beforehand,  that  no  trifiing  charac- 
ter (unless  he  means  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  Green)  will  do 
for  an  overlooker  of  these  workmen.  Be^des  the  usual  re<]uisitcs 
of  skill,  honesty,  sobriety  and  industry,  be  must  be  a  man  of  tem- 
per, firmness  and  resolution, — for  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
men  who  have  been  in  the  habits  of  such  extreme  idleness  so 
long,  probably  of  a  great  deal  of  villainy,  can  be  recovered  from 
it  without  prudent  management,  and  much  resolution,  properly 
tempered.     *     *     *     3  August,  1794. 

When  ]  was  at  home,  an  application  was  made  to  me  by  Kate 
at  Muddy  hole  (through  her  husband,  Will)  to  serve  the  negro 
women  (as  a  Grany)  on  my  estate  ;  iniimaiing  that  she  was  full  as 
welt  qualified  for  this  purpose  as  those  into  whose  hands  it  was 
entrusted;  and  to  whom  I  was  paying  twelve  or  ^£15  a  year; 
and  why  she  should  not  be  »u,  1  know  not :  but  wish  you  to  cause 
some  enquiry  to  be  made  into  this  matter,  and  commit  this  busi- 
ness to  her,  if  thereupon  you  shall  be  satisfied  of  her  (|ualtfica- 
tions.  This  service,  formerly,  was  always  performed  by  a  negro 
woman  belonging  to  the  estate — but  latterly,  until  now,  none 
seemed  disposed  to  undertake  it.     *    *    *     17  August,  1794, 
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Tbe  land  Mr,  Gunnel  speaks  of,  lyes  in  Loudoua  County, 
ilAoogh  it  is  within  iS  or  jo  miles  of  Alexandria.  But  if  the 
belt  which  he  relates  with  respect  to  the  trespass  thereon  can  be 
dearly  proved,  request  Col.  Simms,  of  Alexandria,  or  any  other 
who  practices  in  I.oudoun  court,  and  is  well  recommended  to  you, 
10  bring  suit  against  them  :  (or  it  is  rcnlly  shameful  to  be  treated 
■  the  tDARDer  I  am  by  people  who  take  such  liberties  with  my 
timber  aad  wood  during  my  absence — under  a  supposition  they 
tuy  do  it  with  impunity. 

Vou  may  inform  Mr.  Pierce  Bailey  that  my  selling,  or  not 
selliog  that  tract,  depends  upon  getting  the  terms  of  my  asking 
complied  with.  These  are  fifteen  hundred  pounds(Virginia  cut- 
reney)— fire  hundred  of  which  to  be  paid  down,  and  interest  on 
the  other  two  thirds  until  discharged — the  credit  to  be  agreed  on, 
vhicfa  may  be  3,  four,  or  more  years ;  provided  the  land  and  a 
Und  b  given  as  security  for  payment  of  the  principal ;  and  some 
nqvestionable  surety  for  the  regular  discharge  of  the  interest  on 
'&*  day  it  becomes  due.  Mr,  Gill  of  Alexandria  came  up  to  my 
pice,  bot  we  differed  with  respect  to  the  interest.  There  is 
iboei  300  acres  of  it,  with  two  good  mill  se.ils  on  it — one  wholly 
nne,  the  other  on  Difficult  run,  which  divides  my  land  from 
Mbcn.    There  is  also  a  good  deal  of  meadow  land  on  the  tract. 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  putting  up  the  still  which  is  at 
Vomi  Vcmon,  if  any  advantage  from  it  can  be  derived  under 
Ike  tax,  which  is  laid  upon  it.     *    "    *    31  August,  1794. 

Tliere  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  smallest  occasion  for 
tpcaiiig  tbc  new  road,  which  under  different  circumstances  than 
(bosc  which  exist  at  present,  was  ordered  by  the  Court  at  my 
ftrlUmiar  rtquest.  Nor  would  it  he,  if  opened,  of  the  least  bene- 
iitoaoy  one  except  Mr.  Thomson  Maxon,  and  very  little  to  him, 
w  Iw  has  the  free  use  of  all  the  roads  (though  with  gates  to  them) 
ihu  be  ever  travelled  before  that  order  was  obtained.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that,  when  1  applied  for,  and  the  court  granted  that 
tad,  the  design  was  to  relieve  me  from  a  great  hardship,  without 
Mug  any  injury  to  the  public  ;  for  at  that  time  the  Ferry  called 
Aaey's  (where  Crow  lives)  was  a  public  onc~of  course,  the  road 
bom  the  Goinspring  to  it,  and  from  my  mill  to  it,  were  public 
mda ;  and  by  tbe  laws  of  Virginia  gates  were  forbid  on  them. 


This  prevented  mc  from  cDcIosing  my  land,  as  the  cxpcnce  of 
lanes  on  both  sides  those  loads  would  have  been  too  heavy  for 
the  advantage  which  would  have  resulted.  Under  this  vievr  of 
the  case,  and  because  very  few  who  paitscd  the  ferry  travelled  the 
Alexandria  road,  I  was  led  to  form  the  plan  of  having  but  tme 
fiMic  road  through  my  Mount  Vernon  tract,  which  would  have 
been  from  my  roil),  by  the  bam  on  Union  farm,  along  the  string 
of  fence  that  divides  the  upper  from  the  lower  fields,  until  it  came 
to  the  gate  on  the  hill,  by  a  lane,  that  distanc«.  All,  in  that  case, 
who  would  have  crossed  the  ferry  going  to,  or  reluming  from 
Maryland,  would  pass  the  mill ;  at  which  place,  if  going  down 
the  country,  they  would  lake  the  road  to  Colchester ;  if  going 
towards  the  Mountains  or  Alexandria,  they  would  have  to  pass 
by  Mr.  Lund  Washington's.  This  was  the  real  situation  of  things 
when  the  Court,  on  my  petition,  was  pleas-ed  to  afford  me  the 
relief  I  asked,  by  permitting  mc  to  stop  up  the  M,  and  to  open] 
new  public  roads.  Dut  the  thing  has  now  taken  an  entire  nei 
shape ;  for  finding  after  this  permisMon  was  obtained  that  tbi 
Ferry  had  become  «o  unproductive  us  not  even  to  furnish  the 
boats  which  were  required,  I  petitioned  the  Assembly  to  discon* 
tinue  it  by  law,  as  it  was  established  by  law  ;  hence  the  roads  to 
it,  I  presume,  ceased  to  be  public  ;— and  the  new  ones  unncccs-j 
»ry— at  least  for  the  present — as  the  old  ones  (with  the  differ 
ence  of  gates  only)  serve  all  the  purposes  they  ever  did.  Upoi 
this  representation,  which  I  am  xure  i*  a  candid  and  just  one, 
persuade  myself  that  the  court  will  not  compel  me  to  open  iht 
road  you  say  you  have  been  required  to  do,  when  no  person,  hi 
as  much  as  myself,  would  be  benefitted  by  it.  In  fact,  with  mj 
force,  the  thing  is  impracticable  this  fall ;  for  the  greater  pan  of 
two  miles,  from  the  levelneiti  of  the  ground,  and  water  (knee  deepj 
at  times)  standing  thereon,  would  require  ■  high  causeway 
render  it  passable  in  the  winter.  If  this  was  done,  I  should  d< 
rive  more  benefit  from  it  than  any  other  person,  for  there  would 
be  no  pretext  then  for  passing  through  my  farms,  and  leaving 
the  gates  open  for  my  own  stock  la  get  out  and  others  in.  Thes 
sentiments  may  be  communicated  to  the  Court,  if  the  order  will 
which  you  arc  served  is  positive — and  to  Mr.  Mason,  who  I 
confident  Lt  not  disposed  to  run  me  to  such  an  eipencc  at  ihiil 
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atson,  for  so  trifling  (if  anjr)  an  advanlAgc  to  himself.     aS  S«p- 
toibef,  1794. 

Tie  decaand  fot  workmen  at  the  federal  city  is  such,  and  their 

m^o  consequently  «u  high,  that  if  Donaldson,'  as  an  overlooker, 

ikoitld  prove  iocompctcot,  I  know  not  how,  or  where  you  will  get 

■applied.     If  he  understands  irhat  he  professes  10  have  been 

bred  to,  and  ii  sober  and  industrious,  he  may  prove  a  very  useful 

Bin  to  roe,  although  he  is  unfit  to  have  the  care  of  my  carpen* 

tets.     But  what  have  you  done  with  him,  if  Green's  family  still 

occupy  the  house  ?    By  my  agreement  with  him,  he  is  entitled  to 

the  use  of  Ikat  house,  and  Garden,  and  msy  consider  it  as  a 

breach  of  contract  to  be  deprived  of  iL    What  then   is   to  be 

done  with  the  other  family  ?    I  cannot  beat  the  thought  of  adding 

Ml  the  distress  I  know  ihcy  must  be  in,  by  turning  them  adrift ; 

nd  it  would  be  as  disagreeable  to  let  them  come  into  that  part 

of  the   Green  house  adjoining  the   shoemaker's   room  : — thdr 

kabits  arc  not  good  ; — and  to  mix  them  among  the  negros  would 

be  attended  with  many  evils  as  it  reh|>ected  themselves,  and  no 

|Dod  as  it  respected  me.     It  would  be  better  therefore  on  all 

Kcoanti  if  they  were  removed  to  some  other  place,  even  if  [I] 

m  to  pay  the  tent,  provided  it  was  low,  or  make  some  allowance 

tavards  it     Donaldson  and  family  will  gel  disgusted  by  living 

^■(■BK  the  ncgros,  if  he  is  still  in  the  Green  house.    *    *    *    a 

Snember,  1794. 

Speaking  of  genclcmen's  servants  it  calls  to  my  mind,  that  in  a 
ktter  from  Mn.  Fanny  Washington  to  Mrs.  Washington  (her 
■mil)  stie  mentions  that  since  I  left  Mount  Veinon  she  has  given 
out  foor  dozen  and  eight  tK>ttles  of  wine.  Whether  thc>-  are 
(«d,  or  not,  she  docs  not  say ;  but  I  am  led  by  it  to  observe, 
liu  it  is  not  my  intention  that  it  should  be  given  to  every  one 
vbo  may  incline  to  make  a  convenience  of  the  house  in  travelling, 
or  irfao  may  be  induced  to  visit  it  from  motives  of  curiosity. 
There  are  but  three  descriptions  of  people  to  whom  I  think  it 
mght  to  be  given  :  first,  my /vrr/tVw/nr- and  intimate  acquaintance, 
is  case  business  should  call  them  there,  such  for  instance  as 
Dectgr  Qtaik.     sdly,  some  of  the  most  respectable  foreigners 
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who  may,  perchance,  be  in  Alexandria  or  the  federal  city  ;  and 
be  cither  brought  down,  or  introduced  by  letter,  from  some  of  my 
particulai  acquaintance  as  before  mentioned  ;  or  thirdly,  to  per- 
sons  of  some  distiDCtioo  (such  as  members  of  Congress,  &c.)  who 
may  be  travelling  through  the  country  from  North  to  South,  or 
from  South  to  North  ;  to  the  firtl  of  which,  I  should  not  fail  to 
give  letters,  where  !  conceive  them  entitled.  Unless  some  cau- 
tion of  this  sort  governs,  I  should  be  run  to  an  cxpence  as 
improper,  as  it  would  be  considerable ;— for  the  duty  upon 
Madeira  wine  makes  it  one  of  the  most  expensive  liquors  (hat 
is  now  used,  while  my  stock  of  it  is  small,  and  old  wine  (of 
which  that  is)  is  not  to  be  had  upon  any  terms  :  for  which  reason, 
and  for  the  limited  purposes  already  mentioned,  I  had  rather  you 
would  provide  claret,  or  other  wine  on  which  the  duty  ia  not  so 
high,  than  to  use  my  Madeira,  unless  it  be  on  rery  extraordinary 
occasions. 

I  have  no  objection  to  any  sober,  or  orderly  person's  gratifying 
their  curiosity  in  viewing  the  buildings,  gardens,  &c.,  about  Mt 
Vernon  ;  but  it  is  only  to  such  persons  as  I  have  described  that 
I  ought  to  be  run  to  any  expcnce  on  account  of  these  visits  of 
curiosity,  beyond  common  civility  and  hospitality.  No  gentle- 
man  who  has  a  proper  respect  for  his  own  character  (except  rela- 
tions and  intimates)  would  use  the  house  in  my  absence  for  the 
sake  of  conveniency  (as  it  ia  far  removed  from  the  public  roads), 
unless  invited  to  do  so  by  me  or  some  friend  ;  nor  do  I  suppose 
any  of  this  description  would  go  there  without  a  personal,  or 
written  introduction. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  that  you  may  have  a  full  view  of 
my  ideas  on  this  subject,  and  conform  to  them  ;  and  because  the 
knowledge  I  have  of  my  servants  is  such,  as  to  believe,  that  if 
opportunities  arc  given  them,  they  will  take  off  two  glasses  of 
wine  for  every  one  that  is  diank  by  such  visitors,  and  tell  yoa 
they  were  used  by  them, — without  such  a  watcli  over  them  as  the 
other  business  you  are  employed  in,  would  not  allow  you  to 
employ.     •     •     •     j^  November,  1794. 

By  mistake,  the  sum  of  ^300  was  omitted  in  the  charges 
against  my  bond  to  Mr.  Lund  Washington ;  as  you  have  dis- 
covered in  the  above  letter.     By  my  mode  of  settling  the  bonded 
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KOOODt,  be  will  be  £,1,  lo,  8  in  my  debt,  and  by  the  mode  be 
pnpoKS,  I  shall  be  ^51,  11,  >i  in  his  debt.  Which  of  these  is 
(fie  mode  by  which  a  court  of  law,  or  equity,  would  settle  it,  I 
aeitfaicr  know,  nor  Khali  try  ;  all  ihiit  I  can  Kay  on  the  subject,  I 
ktre  alK«ly  said  in  my  letter  to  him,  viz.,  that  Mr.  John  Mercer 
tettled  my  account  with  his  father's  and  brother's  estate  by 
charging  me  interest  on  all  kit  payments ;  and  when  I  objected 
tltereto,  he  Mid  it  wa.t  the  method  by  whicli  the  Chancellor  in 
Virginia  settled  matters  of  a  like  nature ;  which  was  confinned  by 
Ur.  Randolph,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  that 
coun.  However,  as  I  am  determined  to  have  no  dispute  on  the 
lubject,  Mr.  Washin((ton  may  settle  it  by  which  account  he  pleases 
(boch  are  enclosed),  or  by  ttriking  a  medium  between  tlie  two 
■ediodG,  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  his  own  ideas  of  justice; 
Tike  up  my  bond,  and  after  tarcing  my  name  from  it,  send  it  to 
me ; — Let  all  the  accounts  between  him  and  me  be  finally  closed, 
nd  unless  there  is  an  absolute  occasion  for  it,  do  not  nin  me  to 
the  expencc  of  smiths'  work  there,  or  elsewhere,  in  future. 

After  you  have  discharged  this  account,  and  such  others  as  are 
btoim  to  be  due,  from  me,  place  the  surplus  of  the  money  in  the 
baak  of  Alexandria,  and  give  me  the  amount  of  tlie  sum.  But  on 
lecond  thoughts,  there  will  be  your  own  wages,  the  wages  of  the 
oreneers,  &c,,  which  will  be  due  in  a  very  little  time.  Let  all  be 
ysA,  for  I  never  like  to  be  in  debt  to  any  one,  01  have  any  money 

■  my  possessioa  that  another  has  a  Tight  to  call  for.      •      *      • 
;  December,  1794- 

I  ipprovc  your  idea  of  clearing  up  the  wood  between  the  fence 
tad  the  road,  and  letting  it  lay  over  to  another  year ;  but  qucre, 
vmld  it  not  be  better,  instead  of  cleaning  the  ground  thoreugkfyt 
wi  eaposing  the  earth  to  the  rays  of  the  summer's  sun,  to  have  it 
Ktf  grabbed,  and  lye  with  all  the  brush  on  it  until  the  proper 
peiiod  arrives  for  breaking  it  up  for  com  ?  In  many  place*,  this 
it  the  universal  practice  ;  and  in  the  opinion  of  some,  {especially 

■  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States)  an  indispensable  one.  They 
bie  two  ways  of  doing  this. — The  one  is,  by  letting  the  brush  lye 
M  the  ground  until  the  leaves,  and  small  twigs  have  fallen,  and 

'  beginning  to  tot ;  which,  when  plowed  in,  occasions  putrefac- 
and  fermentation,  and  of  course  more  product,  after  these 


have  bjippcncd.  The  other  is,  to  let  the  brush  lye  (not  in  heaps 
by  piling  it  up,  but  as  it  is  cut  off)  until  the  spring — and  then  set 
fire  to  it ;  which  spreading  over  the  whole  surface,  equally  warms 
the  earth,  while  the  aKheK  serve  ax  manure.  Which  o!  these  is  the 
bc£t,  or  whether  cither  of  them  are  better  than  to  expose  the  soil 
to  the  sun  (as  it  is  of  a  cold  and  sour  nanire)  deserves  coosidcra- 
tiOD.    •     •    •     14  December,  1794. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  corn  crop  I  perceire  ii  1639  barreU 
I  perceive  also  by  the  rciJortu  of  la»l  week,  and  I  believe  it  has 
been  as  much  for  several  weeks  precceding,  your  weekly  consump- 
tioD  of  this  itnicle  is  33  barrels  to  the  stock,  and  about  14  to  the 
negros ;  amounting  together  to  36  barrels,  which  multiplied  by  51, 
the  number  of  weeks  in  a  year  makes  1873,  and  is  333  barrels 
more  than  is  made.  How  far  this  extraordinary  consumption  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  hogs  which  have  been  fatting,  and  how 
far  it  is  capable  of  reduction,  it  is  more  than  I  am  able  at  this 
distance  to  determine.  It  would,  if  continued,  be  using  (ffasider- 
aNy  more  than  ever  was  expended  on  the  estate ;  for  which 
reason,  as  I  observed  in  one  of  my  lale  letters  to  you,  at  the  same 
time  that  I  wish  nothing  to  be  xtan-ed  (hereon,  I  would  have  the 
com,  and  indeed  every  thing  else,  administered  with  the  utmost 
(economy  ;  for  hard  indeed  will  it  be  upon  me,  if  I  can  make  no 
more  from  my  estate,  wheat  alone  excepted,  than  is  consumed 
thereon ;  and  from  the  produce  of  that  article,  overseers'  wages 
and  every  thing  that  is  bought,  is  to  be  paid  for,  ■  •  • 
ai    December,    1794. 
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TO    DANIBL    CARROLU 

PlIltAtiKLPHU,  7  Juiuuy,  179s- 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will  consider  this  letter  as  coming  from  me  in 
my  private  capacity,  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  object 
to  the  communication  of  the  sentiments  to  your  col* 
leagues  in  office. 

You  wil!  recollect  no  doubt  that  I  yielded  my  assent 
to  Mr.  GreenleaTs  first  proposition  to  purchase 
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number  of  lots  in  the  Federal  City  (altho'  I  thought 
the  price  he  offered  for  them  was  loo  low)  because 
matters  at  that  time  seemed  to  be  in  a  stagnant  state, 
and  something  was  necessary  to  put  the  wheels  in 
motion  again.  To  the  second  Sale  which  was  made 
to  him.  my  repugnance  was  greater,  in  as  much  as 
e  necessity  for  making  it  was  not  so  apparent  to 
my  view — and  because  another  thing  had  become 
quite  evident — Viz  :  that  he  was  speculating  deeply 
—was  aiming  to  monopolize  deeply,  and  was  thereby 
laying  the  foundation  of  immense  pro6t  to  himself 
and  those  with  whom  he  was  concerned. 

Viewing  the  matter  in  this  light,  you  will  readily 
perceive,  at  the  6rst  glance,  how  much  my  sentiments 
arc  opposed  to  any  more  large  sales,  if  there  be  any 
cilur  resource  by  which  money  can  be  obtained  to 
carry  on  your  operations. 

The  sum  which  will  be  necessary  to  complcat  the 
public  buildings  and  other  improvements  in  the  City, 
is  very  considerable.  You  have  already,  if  I  mistake 
■ot,  disposed  of  more  than  a  moiety  of  the  Lots 
which  appertain  to  the  Public ;  and  I  fear  not  a  fourth 
part  of  the  Money  necessary  for  that  purpose,  is  yet 
provided.  The  persons  to  whom  you  have  sold  are 
reselling  to  others  (subjecting  them  to  the  conditions 
to  which  they  are  made  liable  themselves)  and  tliis 
liic)'arc  doing  to  an  immense  profit.  Lately,  a  Gen- 
tleman from  England,  has  paid,  or  is  to  pay  j^50,ooo 
for  500  Lots, — Will  it  not  be  asked,  why  are  specu- 
lators to  pocket  so  much  money?  Are  not  the 
Commissioners  as  competent  to  make  bargains? 
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The  business,  I  conceive,  is  now  fairly  on  its  legs 
— to  sell  therefore  by  wholesale  faster  than  is  indis- 
pensably necessary'  to  keep  the  machine  in  proper 
motion  will,  probably  (as  property  is  rising  there),  be 
deemed  impolitic.  And  to  part  with  the  legal  title 
to  the  lots  (especially  in  large  sales  of  them)  on  per- 
sonal security,  may  be  hazarding  more  than  prudence 
will  warrant. 

For  a  variety  of  reasons,  unnecessary  to  be  enume- 
rated, tho'  some  of  them  are  very  important,  I  could 
wish  to  see  the  force  of  your  means  directed  toward 
the  capitol  in  preference  to  the  other  public  buildings. 

With  great  esteem  &c. 


TO    TOBIAS    LEAR. 

Phiudkuhia,  u  Jmoaiy,  1795 

My  dkar  Sir, 

On  friday  last  I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  and  assign 
reasons  for  not  writing  more  fiilly. 

In  addition  to  what  I  then  said,  which  was  only 
inform  you  that  permission  had  been  given  by  the 
Canal  Company  of  this  stale  for  Mr.  Weston  to  visit 
the  falls  of  potomac.  and  that  he  might  be  expected 
at  the  federal  city  about  the  first  of  next  month.  I 
shall  notice  with  concern  it  being  contrarj'  to  the 
heretofore  entertained  opinion — that  the  funds  for 
carrj'ing  on  that  navigation  are  from  your  view  of  j 
them  likely  to  fall  short  _^  1 0.000  Stg.  of  the  object 

What  expedient  had  best  be  adopted  for  supplying 
the  deficiency,   merits  serious   consideration  under 
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existing  circumstances. — On  an  abstract  view  of  the 

ose  I  should  give  it  as  my  opinion  without  hesitation, 

that  the  present  stockholders  ought  to  continue  their 

advances    until    the    final   completion — and  for  this 

plain  and  interesting  reason,  with  me — that  no  spcc- 

ulau'on  to  which  money  can  be  applied  will  be  more 

productive  with  so  much  honor  and  so  little  risque. 

But  how  far  the  oiajonty  of  the  Company  (many  of 

whom  probably  never  bestowed  a  thought  on  the 

subject)  may  be  of  this  sentiment — or  how  far  their 

inclination  and  abilities  might  induce  the  adoption  of 

the  measure  if  they  were,  is  not  for  me  to  decide — 

and  as  individuals  of  the  Company  will  be  as  free 

I  as  others  to  become  purchasers   if  the  shares  are 

increased,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a  matter  of  much 

moment  which  of  these  modes  is  prefered,  or  whether 

by  loan,  if  the  money  is  to  be  obtained. 

No  doubt  remains  in  my  mind  of  what  will  be  the 
productiveness  of  the  tolls  when  the  navigation  is  in 
(ull  operation — To  the  best  of  my  recollection  they 
»cre  calculated  to  amount  (at  the  time  of  passing  the 
Acts  of  incorporation)  to  15  p  ct  on  the  capital, 
bjr  an  estimate  which  was  then  made  of  the  several 
articles  which  from  their  contiguity,  it  was  known, 
woald  be  water  borne.  Since  that  period  the  popu- 
btbn  of  the  Counties  bordering  on  the  River,  and  of 
course,  the  produce  arising  therefrom,  has  encreased 
greatly,  and  when  the  Shenandoah  is  added  thereto 
(which  formed  no  part  of  the  original  estimate)  it 
fflnst  be  equal  to  the  most  sangfuine  expectation, 
r.  Claiborne's  Engineers  (for  it  seems  he  has  /wa 
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for  different  purposes)  arc  fixed  in  this  City ;  either 
of  which  according  to  the  use  for  which  you  want  one 
might  be  had  at  any  time  ;  but  as  I  am  not  strongly 
impressed  with  a  belief  that  men  of  eminence  would 
come  to  this  Country  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
circumstances  they  have  done  (but  this  I  say  without 
having  any  knowledge  of  the  real  characters  of  these 
Gentlemen — and  without  design  to  injure  them) 
might  it  not  be  politic  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
most  competent  of  them,  before  Mr.  Weston,  (who 
is  known  to  be  a  scientific  and  experienced  engineer 
gives  his  ?  He  will  not  adopt  their  opinions  contrary 
to  his  experience  and  judgment ;  but  if  his  opinion  is 
first  taken,  and  transpires,  it  may  be  given  into  by 
them  from  the  want  of  these  in  themselves,  endeav- 
oring thereby  to  erect  a  character  on  his  foundation. 

1  am  much  obliged  by  the  trouble  of  your  enquiries 
respecting  my  Tobacco  in  the  Warehouses  at  Alexan- 
dria and  George  Town  ;  and  as  the  disposal  of  it  is 
somewhat  out  of  my  way  at  present,  and  in  truth  is 
a  matter  that  rarely  occurs  to  me,  except  when  I  am 
reminded  of  it  by  Mrs.  Washington,  you  would  add 
to  the  favor  by  making  sale  of  it  on  such  terms,  and 
whensoever  in  your  judgment  the  moment  is  favor- 
able. I  am  in  no  hurry  nor  under  any  necessity  to 
precipitate  the  sale  ;  and  to  your  judgment  also  it  is 
left,  to  continue  where  it  is,  or  to  remove  the  Tobacco 
from  Alexa.  to  Georgetown.  ^| 

We  are  all  tolerably  well  and  join  In  good  wishes^ 
and  the  compliments  of  the  season  to  you.     With 
regard  and  affection  I^am,  &c. 
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TO   ELEANOR    PARKE    CUSTIS. 

Pkilaoilpuia.  t6  JnuHrjr.  1795. 

Your  letter,  the  receipt  of  which  I  am  now  acknowl- 
edging,   is  written  correctly  and  in  fair  characters, 
vhich  is  an  evidence  that  you  command,  when  you 
please,  a  fair  hand.     Possessed  of  these  advantages. 
fet  will  be  your  own  fault  if  you  do  not  avail  yourself 
of  them,  and  attention  being  paid  to  the  choice  of 
your  subjects,  you  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
malignancy  of  criticism,  as  your  ideas  are  lively,  and 
your  descriptions  agreeable.     Let  me  touch  a  little 
Qow  on   your  Georgetown   ball,  and   happy,  thrice 
liappy,  for  the  fair  who  were  assembled  on  the  occa- 
sion, that  there  was  a  man  to  spare ;   for  had  there 
been  79  ladies  and  only  78  genilcmcn,  there  might, 
\     in  the  course  of  the  evening,  have  been  some  disorder 
imong  the  caps ;  notwithstanding  the  apathy  which 
ffwof  the  company  entertains  for  the  " youik" o{^^ 
present  day,  and  her  determination  "  never  to  give  her- 
lelf  a  moment's  uneasiness  on  account  of  any  of  them." 
A  bint  here ;  men  and  women  feel  the  same  inclinations 
tovards  each  other  now  that  they  always  have  done, 
and  which  they  will  continue  to  do  until  there  is  a 
new  order  of  things,  and  you,  as  others  have  done, 
may  find,  perhaps,  that  the  passions  of  your  sex  are 
easier  raised  than  allayed.     Do  not  therefore  boast 
too  soon  or  too  strongly  of  your  insensibility  to,  or 
resistance  of,  its  powers.     In  the  composition  of  the 
human  frame  there  is  a  good  deal  of  inflammable 
matter,  however  dormant  it  may  lie  for  a  time,  and 
like  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  yours,  when  the  torch 
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is  put  to  it,  thai  which  is  within  you  may  burst  into 
a  blaze ;  for  which  reason  and  especially  too,  as  I 
have  entered  upon  the  chapter  of  advices,  I  will  read 
you  a  lecture  drawn  from  this  text.  fl 

Love  is  said  to  be  an  involuntary  passion,  and  iff 
is,  therefore,  contended  that  it  cannot  be  resisted. 
This  is  true  in  part  only,  for  like  all  things  else,  when 
nourished  and  supplied  plentifully  with  aliment,  it  is 
rapid  in  its  progress ;  but  let  these  be  withdrawn  and 
it  may  be  stifled  in  its  birth  or  much  stinted  in  its 
growth.  For  example,  a  woman  (the  same  may  be 
said  of  the  other  sex)  all  beautiful  and  accomplished, 
will,  while  her  hand  and  heart  are  undisposed  of,  turn 
the  heads  and  set  the  circle  in  which  she  moves  on 
fire.  Let  her  marry,  and  what  is  the  consequence? 
The  madness  ctases  and  alt  Is  quiet  again.  Why? 
not  because  there  is  any  diminution  in  the  charms  of 
the  lady,  but  because  there  is  an  end  of  hope.  Hence 
it  follows,  that  love  may  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
under  the  guidance  of  reason,  for  although  we  cannot 
avoid  first  impressions,  we  may  assuredly  place  them 
under  guard ;  and  my  motives  for  treating  on  this 
subject  are  to  show  you,  while  you  remain  Eleanor 
Parke  Custis,  spinster,  and  retain  the  resolution  to 
love  with  moderation,  the  propriety  of  adhering  to  the 
latter  resolution,  at  least  until  you  have  secured  your 
game,  and  the  way  by  which  it  may  be  accomplished. 

When  the  fire  is  beginning  to  kindle,  and  your 
heart  growing  warm,  propound  these  questions  to  it. 
Who  is  this  invader  ?  Have  1  a  competent  knowledge 
of  him  ?  Is  he  a  man  of  good  character ;  a  man  of 
sense  ?    For,  be  assured,  a  sensible  woman  can  never 


J 


'7K] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


3> 


be  bappy  with  a  fool  ?  What  has  been  his  walk  in 
life?  Is  he  a  gambler,  a  spendthrift,  or  drunkard? 
tshis  fortune  sufficient  to  maintain  me  in  the  manner 
I  have  been  accustomed  to  live,  and  my  sisters  live, 
and  is  he  one  to  whom  my  friends  can  have  no  reason- 
able objection  ?  If  these  interrogatories  can  be  satis- 
factorily answered,  there  will  remain  but  one  more 
10  be  asked,  that,  however,  is  an  important  one.  Have 
I  $uflicient  ground  to  conclude  that  his  affections  are 
engaged  by  mc?  Without  this  the  heart  of  sensi- 
bility will  struggle  against  a  passion  that  is  not  re- 
ciprocated— delicacy,  custom,  or  call  it  by  what  epithet 
you  will,  having  precluded  all  advances  on  your  part. 
The  declaration,  without  the  most  indirect  invitation 
of  yours,  must  proceed  from  the  man,  to  render  it 
pcraianent  and  valuable,  and  nothing  short  of  good 
sense  and  an  easy  unaffected  conduct  can  draw  the 
line  between  prudery  and  coquetry.  It  would  be  no 
gitat  departure  from  truth  to  say,  that  it  rarely  hap- 
pens otherwise  than  that  a  thorough-faced  coquette 
(iic»  in  celibacy,  as  a  punishment  for  her  attempts  to 
mislead  others,  by  encouraging  looks,  words,  or  ac- 
tions, given  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  draw  men 
on  10  make  overtures  that  they  may  be  rejected. 

This  day,  according  to  our  information,  gives  a  hus- 
band to  your  eider  sister,  and  consummates,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  her  fondest  desires.  The  dawn  with  us 
is  bright,  and  propitious.  I  hope,  of  her  future  hap- 
piness, for  a  full  measure  of  which  she  and  Mr.  Law 
luve  my  earnest  wishes.'  Compliments  and  con- 
gratulations on  this  occasion,  and  best  regards  are 

I  ElHrfMlli  IWke  CuitU  muiicd  Ut.  Law,  a  nepbeir  ol  Lord  Ellenboraugh. 
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presented  to  your  mamma,  Dr.  Stuart  and  family;, 
and  ever>'  blessing,  among  which  a  good  husband  j 
when  you  want  and  deserve  one,  is  bestowed  on  you : 
by  yours,  affectionately. 


TO    EDMUND 


PENDLETON. 
PiiiLADKLmiA,  33  jMimuy,  tjoi. 


Dear  Sir, 

From  a  long  acquaintance  with  and  sincere  regard 
for  you,  I  always  feel  pleasure  in  hearing  from  you 
and  of  you.  Consequently  your  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo  was  an  acceptable  annuity.' 


J 


\ 


*Fr»m  Mr.  PtndUlait  Lttltr. — "  Lott  I  ibonid  ni9«T  the  yeat  lo  npire,  t 
take  up  ihe  pen  lo  tongiaiulate  foa  on  your  j*fe  rctnm  from  Uie  ivciiward, 
■lul  on  youi  having,  u  we  hope,  qiielleil  the  ijilril  of  anarchy  and  dUonlct  in 
that  quarter,  withuul  stirililing  olhcr  blood  than  whil  shall  be  (ciuni)  vti  a  Icfial 
Irlal  TO  hare  licm  jutlly  forfeited  to  ihe  tawi>,  a  c[rcuinuance  which  affordi 
conaiderable  CuimiUtioti  un<ler  (he  munnouii  expense  iiicuired  on  ihc  uvcaxian, 
which,  though  inevitable,  is  yel  arievoui  in  the  pte»«il  ijtualion  of  America. 

"  I'hc  kiicceu  of  our  army  under  Gcncial  Wayne  is  alto  £rali(yiiig,  affording 
■  fair  prUBjicci  of  piracc  in  ihai  <|HBrlct  with  (he  Indians,  t  fear  a  tadicaJ 
pence  with  ihobc  to  the  Mniitliward  will  only  be  iilained  by  a  limilar  proceed- 
In);.  Will  you  permit  mc.  Sir,  la  EUgiEC*!  a  doubt,  whether  the  policy  of  con- 
Iraclin^  iii[>fty>nuniiual  triliuir  ti)  neighboring  Indian*  be  hound,  and  adapted 
10  the  genius  and  temper  ol  that  people.  It  convejs  an  idea  o(  inferiorit]'. 
which  mo&t  nations  indeed  wiU  take  advantage  of ;  hut  ihexe  people,  hiring 
been  in  a  intiti  iil  treneiivial  plunder  upon  uk,  will  only  be  mtrained  by  ibeir 
tear  of  oHending  our  govemmenl,  and  not  by  conceitions.  The  old  cuiuimI- 
lols  will  profeu  lo  be  at  peace,  anil  continue  lo  receive  their  annuity,  vhiitt 
tbcir  young  men  continue  Ibeir  depredatioiui,  and  the  otbcn  will  uy  ihef  can- _ 
not  rtitraio  them.  A  (air  and  well-supplied  tmde  with  ibem,  a  strict  adhcttncal 
10  Irmliei  on  our  part,  and  a  demand  of  the  tame  on  Theirs,  a  (air  purchase  of 
Ihoir  landi  when  llierchuute  lo  sell,  a  pruhibiiion  uf  all  ipcadaiion^  upon 
them,  either  in  trade  or  baying  their  landi,  and  oc<.-iisional  presents  in  their 
neceraity,  which  they  will  consider  aa  a  bounty,  and  not  view  it  in  the  light  of 
the  other,  as  a  stipulated  price  of  peace  with  Ihctu,  seem  tome  ttic  truetyhtcm, 

■■  I  hope  we  ate  to  continue  at  peace  with  the  nationi  of  Europe,  though 
they  shall  be  mad  enough  to  continue  Ibcli  war.     But  if  the  papcti  retail 
truth,  is  it  not  atrange  that  the  Bermudian  privaletn  should  ytl  b«  capturii 
American  veisels  ?  " — Dectmhur  30th. 
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Notwithstanding  you  have  passed  your  seventy- 
third  year,  whilst  you  enjoy  tolerable  health,  and 
retain  your  faculties  in  the  vigor  they  are.  I  wish,  as 
well  on  public  as  on  private  account,  that  length  of 
days  may  be  added  to  those  which  you  have  already 
numbered.  A  month  from  this  day.  if  1  should  live 
to  see  the  completion  of  it,  will  place  me  on  the  wrong 
(perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  say  on  the  advanced) 
side  of  my  grand  climacteric ;  and,  although  I  have 
no  cause  to  complain  of  the  want  of  health,  I  can 
religiously  aver,  that  no  man  was  ever  more  tired  of 
public  life,  or  more  devoutly  wished  for  retirement 
than  I  do. 

I  hope  and  believe,  that  the  spirit  of  anarchy  in 
the  western  counties  of  this  State,  (to  quelt  which 
the  force  of  the  Union  was  called  for,)  is  entirely 
subdued ;  and  although,  to  effect  it.  the  community 
has  been  saddled  with  a  considerable  expense,  yet  I 
trust  no  money  could  have  been  more  advantageously 
expended,  both  as  it  respects  the  internal  peace  and 
welfare  of  this  country,  and  the  impression  it  will 
make  on  others.  The  spirit  with  which  the  militia 
turned  out  in  support  of  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  of  our  country,  at  the  same  time  that  it  does 
them  immortal  honor,  is  the  most  conclusive  refu- 
tation, that  could  have  been  given  to  the  assertions 
of   Lord  Sheffield,'  that,  without  the  protection  of 

'  In  Ut  Otttrv«lifmi  m>  the  Ce—mtrtt  tf  lit  AmeritaH  Statu.  This  tract 
»n  {iiiblafacd  •hOTtlf  sflct  Ibe  peace  a.(  the  end  of  tbc  rtvolucion,  and  within 
tvD  |Txn  it  pasted  tkrouKli  tii  tJiiiniM.  lu  olijecl  wai  to  dispnrige  ttic  im- 
ponaeec  ol  the  Eogtith  Irada  with  the  United  Stales,  and  lu  prevent  ■  com- 
Mil  I  ill  treaty.  Il  MAlaiocd  an  elaborate  airay  of  details  respecting  ihe 
if  rifii  tnde,  ilalcd  and  aj(aD|>ed  in  tuch  a  manner  as  to  give  the  autbot*a 
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Great  Britain,  we  should  be  unable  to  govern  our- 
selves, and  would  soon  be  involved  in  confusion. 
They  will  sec,  that  republicanism  is  not  the  phantom 
of  a  deluded  imagination.  On  the  contrary,  that, 
under  no  form  of  government,  wtll  laws  be  bettei^ 
supported,  liberty  and  property  better  secured,  or 
happiness  be  more  effectually  dispensed  to  mankind. 

The  successes  of  our  army  to  the  westward  have 
already  been  productive  of  good  consequences.    Theyfl 
have  dispelled  a  cloud,  which  lowered  very  heavily 
in  the  northern  hemisphere  (the  Six  Nations)  ;  and, 
though   we   have   received   no  direct  advices  from. 
General  Wayne  since  November,  there  is  reason 
believe,  that  the  Indians,  with  whom  we  are  or  were] 
at  war  in  that  quarter,  together  with  their  abettors, 
begin  to  see  things  in  a  different  point  of  view.     But] 
what  effect  these  favorable  changes  may  have  on  th( 
southern  Indians,  it  is  not  easy  at  this  moment  to] 
decide. 

I  accord  fully  in  opinion  with  yourself,  that  th( 
plan  of  annual  presents,  in  an  abstract  view,  unac-^ 
companied  with  other  measures,  is  not  the  best  mode 
of  treating  ignorant  savages,  from  whose  hostile  con^fl 
duct  we  experience  much  distress ;  but  it  is  not  to  be 
foi^otten,  that  they  in  turn  are  not  without  serious 
causes  of  complaint,  from  the  encroachments  which 
are  made  on  their  lands  by  our  people,  who  are  not 
to  be  restrained  by  any  law  now  in  being,  or  Iikelyi|fl 
to  be  enacted.    They,  poor  wretches,  have  no  press 


rcuonini;  i  plamjblc  ■ipecl.  and  to  produce  •  con^iikralile  inlluencc  on  ihitfll 
public  mind,  rippcially  ■»  his  view*  sccordcd  with  the  prcTHlcnt  feeling  in  Eog-^^ 
Itod.    ScveraJ  pkrnphlcts  were  writlen  lit  reply  to  Lord  Sheffield's  Oiitrtiitiem, 
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through  which  their  grievances  are  related  ;  and  it  is 
well  known,  that,  when  one  side  only  of  a  story  is 
heard  and  often  repeated,  the  human  mind  becomes 
impressed  with  it  insensibly.     The  annual  presents, 
however,  to  which  you  allude,  are  not  given  so  much 
with  a  view  to  purchase  peace,  as  by  way  of  contri- 
bution   for   injuries  not  otherwise  to  be   redressed. 
These  people  are  very  much  irritated  by  the  continual 
pressure  of  land  speculators  and  settlers  on  one  hand, 
and  by  the  impositions  of  unauthorized  and  unprin- 
cipled traders,  who  rob  them,  in  a  manner,  of  their 
hunting,  on  the  other.     Nothing  but  the  strong  arm 
of  the  Union,  or,  in  other  words,  adequate  laws  can 
correct  these  abuses.     But  here  jealousies  and  preju- 
dices, (from  which  I  apprehend  more   fatal   conse- 
quences to  this  government,  than   from  any  other 
source,)  aided  by  local  situations,  and  perhaps  by 
interested  considerations,  always  oppose  themselves 
to  efficient  measures. 

My  communications  to  Congress,  at  the  last  and 
present  sessions,  have  proceeded  upon  ideas  similar 
to  those  expressed  in  your  letter,  namely,  to  make 
fair  treaties  with  the  savage  tribes,  (by  this  I  mean, 
that  they  shall  perfectly  understand  every  article  and 
clause  of  them,  from  correct  and  repeated  interpreta- 
tions ;)  that  these  treaties  shall  be  held  sacred,  and 
the  infractors  on  either  side  punished  exemplarily; 
and  to  furnish  them  plentifully  with  goods,  under 
wholesome  regulations,  without  aiming  at  higher  prices 
than  are  adequate  to  cover  the  cost  and  charges.     If 
measures  like  these  were  adopted,  we  might  hope  to 
live  in  peace  and  amity  with  these  borderers :  but  not 


whilst  our  citizens,  in  violation  of  law  and  justice,  are 
guilty  of  the  offences  I  have  mentioned,  and  are 
carrying  on  unauthorized  expeditions  against  them ; 
and  when,  for  the  most  atrocious  murders,  even  of 
those  of  whom  wc  have  the  least  cause  of  complaint, 
a  jury  on  the  frontiers  can  hardly  be  got  to  listen  to 
a  charge,  much  less  to  convict  a  culprit. 
f  The  madness  of  the  European  powers,  and  the 
calamitous  situation  into  which  all  of  them  are  thrown 
by  the  present  ruinous  war,  ought  to  be  a  serious 
warning  to  us  to  avoid  a  similar  catastrophe,  so  long 
as  we  can  with  honor  and  justice  to  our  nationd 
character.  What  will  be  the  result  of  Mr.  Jay's 
mission  is  more  than  I  am  able,  at  this  moment,  to 
disclose.'  Charged  as  he  has  been  with  all  matters  in 
dispute  between  the  two  countries,  (not,  as  has  been 
insinuated  in  some  of  the  gazettes,  merely  with  that 
of  spoliation.)  it  may  easily  be  conceived,  that  there 
would  be  a  large  field  of  discussion.  But  upon  what 
principle  (except  that  of  piracy,)  to  account  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Bermudian  privateers,  at  this  stage  of 
the  negotiation,  is  beyond  my  comprehension  on  any 
fair  ground  of  conjecture,  as  it  must  swell  the  bill. 
With  very  great  esteem  and  regard.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  & 


TO   THE   COMMISSIONERS   OF  THE   FEDERAL   DISTRICT. 

FHiLADKLfHiA,  38  January,  179$. 

Gentlemen, 

A  plan  for  the  establishment  of  an  university  in 
the  Federal  City  has  fref)uently  been  the  subject  of 
conversation ;  but,  in  what  manner  it  is  proposed  t 
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commence  this  important  institution,  on  how  ex- 
tensive a  scale,  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be 
effected,  how  it  is  to  be  supported,  or  what  progress 
is  made  in  it.  are  matters  altogether  unknown  to  me. 
It  has  always  been  a  source  of  serious  rcficclion 
and  sincere  regret  with  me.  that  the  youth  of  the 
United  States  should  be  sent  to  foreign  countries 
for  the  purpose  of  education.  Although  there  are 
doubtless  many,  under  these  circumstances,  who 
escape  the  danger  of  contracting  principles  unfavor- 
able to  republican  government,  yet  we  ought  to 
deprecate  the  hazard  attending  ardent  and  sus- 
ceptible minds,  from  being  too  strongly  and  too 
early  prepossessed  in  favor  of  other  political  systems, 
before  they  are  capable  of  appreciating  their  own. 

For  this  reason  I  have  greatly  wished  to  see  a  plan 
adopted,  by  which  the  arts,  sciences,  and  belles-lettres 
could  be  taught  in  their  fulUst  extent,  thereby  em- 
bracing all  the  advantages  of  European  tuition,  with 
the  means  of  acquiring  the  liberal  knowledge,  which 
is  necessary  to  qualify  our  citizens  (or  the  exigencies 
of  public  as  well  as  private  life  :  and  (which  with  me 
is  a  consideration  of  great  magnitude)  by  assembling 
the  youth  from  the  different  parts  of  this  rising 
republic,  contributing  from  their  intercourse  and 
interchange  of  information  to  the  removal  of  preju- 
dices, which  might  perhaps  sometimes  arise  from 
local  circumstances. 

The  Federal  City,  from  its  centrality  and  the  ad- 
vantages, which  in  other  respects  it  must  have  over 
2Qy  other  place  in  the  United  States,  ought  to  be 


site  for  such 


ity. 


preferred,  as  a  proper  site  tor  sucn  an  universit 
And  if  a  plan  can  be  adopted  upon  a  scale  as  exten- 
sive as  I  have  described,  and  the  execution  of  it  should 
commence  under  favorable  auspices  in  a  reasonable 
time,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  I  will  grant  in 
perpetuity  fifty  shares  in  the  navigation  of  Potomac 
River  towards  the  endowment  of  it. 

What  annuity  will  arise  from  these  fifty  shares, 
when  the  navigation  is  in  full  operation,  can  at  this 
time  be  only  conjectured  ;  and  those,  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  it,  can  form  as  good  a 
judgment  as  myself. 

As  the  design  of  this  university  has  assumed  no 
form  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  and  as  I  am  equally 
ignorant  who  the  persons  are,  that  have  taken  or  are 
disposed  to  take  the  maturation  of  the  plan  upon 
themselves,  I  have  been  at  a  loss  to  whom  I  should 
make  this  communication  of  my  intentions.  If  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Federal  City  have  any  particu- 
lar agency  in  bringing  the  matter  forward,  then  the 
Information.  I  now  give  to  them,  is  in  its  proper 
course.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  have  no  more  to 
do  in  it  than  others,  who  may  be  desirous  of  seeing 
so  important  a  measure  carried  into  efTect,  they  will 
be  so  good  as  to  excuse  my  using  them  as  the  medi- 
um for  disclosing  these  intentions  ;  because  it  appears 
necessary,  that  the  funds  for  the  establishment  and 
support  of  the  institution  should  be  known  to  the 
promoters  of  it ;  and  I  see  no  mode  more  eligible  for 
announcing  my  purpose.  For  these  reasons,  !  give 
you  the  trouble  of  this  address,  and  the  assurance  of 
being,  Gentlemen,  &c. 
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TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

Philadeuhia,  1  FtbrnaiT,  179s- 

Dear  Sir. 

After  so  long  an  experience  of  your  public  services, 
I  am  naturally  led,  at  this  moment  of  your  departure 
from  office  (which  it  has  always  been  ray  wish  to  pre- 
vent), to  review  them.  In  every  relation,  which  you 
have  borne  to  me,  I  have  found  that  my  confidence 
io  your  talents,  exertions,  and  integrity  has  been  well 
placed.  I  the  more  freely  render  this  testimony  of 
my  approbation,  because  I  speak  from  opportunities  of 
information,  which  cannot  deceive  mc,  and  which  fur- 
nish satisfactory  proof  of  your  title  to  public  regard.' 

My  most  earnest  wishes  for  your  happiness  will 
attend  you  in  your  retirement,  and  you  may  assure 
yourself  of  the  sincere  esteem,  regard,  and  friendship 
of.  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate,  &c 

'Itr.  KuniltoB  reninicd  lite  office  of  Secteiuy  of  tbc  Trcuary  on  th«  3111 
tf  JinmBiy.     Tbe  (ollowlac  U  lia  tntwcc  to  (he  aliove  lettet  : 

"  Philadetfida,  Farmery  yi,  170)5.  Sir:  My  pnrlkulir  icknOwttdgRteatt 
•n  doe  (or  yo^r  very  land  Ititer  of  yeitcrde,;.  Ai  oficn  ai  I  msy  r«e»ll  ihc 
•muoat  I  h*«c  esdiiicd,  yoni  approb^iion  will  lie  >  creit  and  preciout  cod. 
nUbon.  It  ■■■  not  vtthout  a  tirugijle.  tLal  1  yielded  Io  (ha  rery  ui^eot 
BotTio.  vlucb  inpelM  nc  lo  rclinqDiili  a  italion.  in  which  I  could  hope  to 
be  in  a«]i  d«|rce  iBUiumcnul  in  promotini;  (he  tucccw  of  an  admlniftialion 
Hdsr^at  dinclio*;  aHmsgle,  irhich  would  have  been  far  erC",  had  I 
■ppMcd  tkal  the  proipccl  of  fulare  u^efulneti  wa>  pioporliontd  lo  th« 
iMiifca  10  b«  made. 

"  Wlutever  may  be  my  detUaatMn  hercalter.  I  entreat  yon  to  be  permadad, 
(wM  (kc  k«  foe  my  having  bc«n  ipaflci);  in  profe>4ions,)  thai  I  thall  never 
na«  to  render  a  joal  iributr  to  thoM  einiiieni  and  cxcellcnl  quattilei,  which 
h»»«  bee*  alreaity  productive  of  «o  many  bleiiingi  to  yout  country  ;  thai  you 
vtD  alwaya  bave  my  fervent  vithct  for  your  public  and  pcnonal  felicity,  and 
Aai  n  will  be  my  peidc  10  cuhivau  a  continuance  of  thai  ntetm,  rcKaid.  and 
IriwdAip,  of  wbicb  you  do  me  the  honor  to  atnire  me.  With  true  ickpcci 
tad  aAcctioaaie  atlachmenl,  1  haie  the  honor  to  be,  &c." 

Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr.,  wea  appoieted  la  lucnwor  [o  Mr.  Hamilton  on  the 
3ici(  Fabevary. 


TO   ROBERT  LEWIS. 

PmuD'A,  S3  Febfuwy,  itqs- 

J>EAR  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  the  1 7th  Ult.  came  duly  to  hand- 
but  the  pressure  of  business  in  which  I  am  always 
involved  whilst  Congress  are  in  session  has  pre- 
vented my  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it  at  an 
earlier  date ;  and  now,  I  may  not  be  so  full  as  you 
might  wish  ;  but  shall  touch  upon  the  several  point^f 
of  your  letter  and  in  the  order  they  stand  there. 

If  the  tenants  are  not  punctual  in  the  discharge  of 
their  Rents,  when  they  become  due,  destrain  for 
them  without  delay,  or  hesitation  ;  unless  their  disa- 
bility to  pay  proceeds  from  some  providential  inter- 
position, or  from  some  other  obvious  cause  which 
entities  them  to  indulgence,  for  it  may  be  depended 
upon,  if  the  failure  proceeds  from  idleness,  the  man 
who  is  unable  to  pay  one  rent,  will  never  pay  twofl 
willingly ;  and  generally,  when  it  goes  beyond  that 
the  score  is  wiped  out. 

With  respect  to  the  SherifTs,  shew  them  no  indul- 
gence ;  of  all  descriptions  of  men  in  this  Country,  I 
think  them  ( tho'  there  may,  and  undoubtedly  there 
are  exceptions )  the  least  entitled  to  favor;  I  mean 
to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  under  sherifTs,  and 
those  who  farm  the  office,  merely  to  grind  the  people 
and  get  money  into  their  hands,  for  speculative  and 
other  purposes  of  their  own,  instead  of  rendering  it 
where  due, 

I  shall  expect  the  accounts  of  all  the  monies  col- 
lected, and  of  the  arrearages  as  soon  as  you  can 
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make  it  out,   that   I    may   know  precisely  how  the 
matter  stands  on  this  and  on  the  replevy  bonds. 

Mrs.  Haney'  should  endeavor  to  do  what  she  can 
for  herself — this  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  ever>'  one; 
but  you  must  not  let  her  suffer,  as  she  has  thrown 
herself  upon  me ;  your  advances  on  this  account  will 
be  allowed  always,  at  settlement ;  and  I  agree  readily 
to  furnish  her  with  provisions  and  for  the  good  char- 
acter you  give  of  her  daughter  make  the  latter  a 
present  in  my  name  of  a  handsome  but  not  costly 
gown,  and  other  things  which  she  may  stand  mostly 
in  need  of. — You  may  charge  mc  also  with  the  worth 
of  your  tenement  on  which  she  is  placed,  and  where 
perhaps  it  is  better  she  should  be,  than  at  a  great 
distance  from  your  attentions  to  her. 

I  have  already  given  you  my  ideas  with  respect  to 
the  purchasing  of  leases;  but  to  these  I  will  add, 
that  if  you  can  make  advantageous  bargains,  conclude 
them ;  as  far  as  you  have  means  in  your  &wh  hands 
lo  carry  them  into  effect— Beyond  this,  make  them 
conditionally  only  leaving  the  ratification  to  me ;  that 
t  may  decide  from  the  prospect  I  have  of  command- 
ing money ;  whether  to  carry-  them  into  execution  or 
not  In  conducting  this  business,  there  are  two 
things  which  you  should  never  loose  sight  of.  The 
first  is,  that  the  sum  given  to  purchase  in  the  lease, 
is  fixed  and  certain;  and  the  rent  which  can  be  had 
for  the  tenement  is  often  uncertain.     To  go  upon 


'EKrtbth  Haynie,  *ba  dliij  >9  Apnl  1796.  t  hive  not  be«n  able  to  trace 
to  Bfhtlowtfiip  to  WithiDgtoa.  A  daugfaicr,  Sully  Bill  Haynie,  ji  mcntiDaed 
•-"iwilL 
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the  supposition,  therefore,  that  it  wilt  rent  for  thi 
or  that  sum,  is  fallacious  ground  unless  there  is  un* 
equivocal  evidence  on  which  to  form  an  opinion. 
The  second  thing  is,  that  the  rent,  whatever  it  may 
be,  must  be  vufre  than  will  afford  6  pr.  ct.  interest 
for  the  sum  advanced  for  the  purchase,  in  addition 
to  the  rent — first,  because  6  pr.  ct  is  the  iVfa/ interest 
of  the  United  States. — Secondly  because  any  person 
who  has  money  to  lend,  and  will  adopt  the  usuai 
modes,  may  obtain  much  more ;  and  thirdly  because 
the  rent  which  is  received,  and  which  1  am  entitled 
to  without  any  advance,  is  equivalent  to  a  certain 
principal — for  instance,  if  I  was  to  give  an  hundred 
pounds  for  a  lease,  the  rent  of  which  was  j^b,  if  f 
did  not  receive  jQit  rent,  the  deficiency  would  be 
lost  upon  Ugai  ground,  because  the  land  is  equal  to 
£t,  and  the  j^ioo  paid  by  way  of  purchase  is  equal 
to  ^loo  more.  But  those  who  possess  money,  can 
turn  it  (where  they  are  disposed  to  do  it)  to  more 
profit  than  lending  it  at  6  pr,  ct. — I  have  no  inclina- 
tion however  to  fall  into  those  practices — therefore 
after  this  explanation  of  my  ideas,  go  on  and  pui> 
chase  as  far  as  you  have  means,  absolutely ;  and 
conditionally,  afterwards,  for  the  reasons  given.  ^ 
t  had  no  conception  that  at  ihh  day  my  leased" 
were  so  full  of  lives  as  would  appear  from  your 
account  of  them ;  1  wish  my  confidence  in  placing 
blank  leases  signed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Muse  may 
not  have  been  abused.  I  have  not  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  sanctioned  more  than  the  rtrntai  for  lives 
of  two  leases — one  to  Mr.  Aires;  and  another  to  a 
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person  who  was  formerly  an  overseer  to  my  brother 
John  ;  ihe  rest  were  formed  for  a  term  of  years 
which  must  have  expired.     I  am,  &c. 


^ 
N 


TO  JOSEPH  CERACCHI.' 

Philaokuuu,  9  Uuch,  1795. 

Sir: 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  inst.,  and  that  of  the  present  date  ; — and  to 
express  to  you  his  regret  at  your  despair  of  bringing 
your  plan  of  a  national  monument  to  a  fortunate  issue. 

Whether  there  are  sufficient  grounds  for  despair, 
or  whether  more  lime  may  not  be  necessary  to  give 
the  subscription  papers  a  fair  trial,  and  to  ascertain 

*  AHfumfh  dened  hf  hii  tMrciity,  tUt  \tatt  was  ome  at  Wkthlnf^n't,  inil 
tbt  dnfi  ii  entircl;  in  hit  writing.  JoMph  CnMchi  wa  >  Kulplor  of  tome 
fnMtuMmt,  «lw,  in  1795,  losght  th«  aid  of  Congrcu  in  the  erection  of  ■ 
■eamwnl  10  the  American  Revolution.  Failing  to  lecurc  the  iccnenilion  of 
Ibtl  ^oAj,  be  wKi  adriicd  to  altnnpt  •  popular  tuUcription,  inrl  in  June, 
1796.  prepucd  an  eUbonlc  circular  deKiipiire  of  the  intended  work,  with  a 
Icner  of  ncoanacndation  (igned  hy  Ihe  President,  the  memben  ai  the  Cabi- 
Ml,  aad  ouajr  l(*diii{  mcmben  of  both  hoii*e?i  of  Cuni;n;iiii. — Hitlfritia!  Mag. 
*"*'•  i^.  *M-  "  Jo*'  **  llx  circular  addieu  nai  abont  to  be  despatched, 
itvai  pDl  i&lo  liU  head  that  the  (cheme  was  merely  to  get  rid  of  hit  imporlu- 
aiiwt,  and  bnogof  ibe  {vniu  irritahilt,  he  suddenly  went  oIT  in  anger  and 
diicul.  IcanBg  bcUad  him  heavy  drafts  on  General  Waihington.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
*M,  Ac.,  &c.,  (or  the  biuu,  &c.,  he  had  presented  to  tbem.  Ilib  drafts  were 
act  tkc  vlFect  of  araricc.  Init  ol  hU  wand,  all  hit  mouii'ct  having  hten 
rtwuied  to  the  tediovs  punuit  of  hii  object.  He  wu  an  enthuiiaslic  wor- 
Alff«l  ol  Libcnjr  and  Fame  ;  and  hii  whole  aoul  wan  beiil  on  wcuring  the 
taiT  bf  Rariog  a  monBDMnt  lu  the  former,  which  he  coniidi-ied  as  penunilied 
a  dte  Araerlcaa  Republic.  Atlempt*  were  made  to  engage  him  for  a  statue 
«(  Cofral  W.,  Iwt  he  wo«td  not  «toop  to  thai." — Maditan  la  Si.  Ctar^t 
Tmirr,  JO  April,  1S30.  Ceracchi  wai  guillotined  for  a  iuppos«d  connection 
*iA  an  atlcmpt  on  Booaparle's  life. 
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the  result  with  more  precision  ;  you  can  decide  wit 
more  accuracy  than  he,  who  has  not  taken  and  can>' 
not  take,  any  active  part  in  this  business.     He  has 
formed  no  Opinion  thereon,  much  less  is  he  enabled 
to  offer  you  any  advice  on  this  subject. 

But  as  you  hold  out  strong  indications  of  decep- 
tion, and  complain  of  ill  treatment  without  pointing 
to  the  instances,  he  thinks  it  necessary  that  an  ex- 
planation should  be  had  between  you  and  himself; 
that  no  charges  hereafter  may  He  at  his  door. — To 
do  this  it  requires  nothing  more  than  to  draw  your 
attention  to  circumstances  which  cannot  have  esca; 
your  recollection. 

Of  your  intention  of  coming  to  this  Country 
inally.  the  President  could  have  had  no  knoxvledgc 
and  you  had  been  in  the  City  some  time  before  h 
was  informed  of  it'     Whilst  here  your  name  was    , 
frequently  mentioned   to  him  in  very  advantagc-ousfl 
terms. — He  was  told  of  a  design  you  had  projected'' 
for  the  erection  of  a  National  Monument ; — that  you 
were  preparing  the  Busts  of  particular  characters  in 
this  City  ;  and  that  you  had  expressed  an  earnest 
desire  to  take  his.     This  request  being  reiterated  he,     ' 
with  the  reluctance  which  he  has  always  felt  on  these 
occasions,  yielded  his  assent ;  and  accordingly  sat  fotj 
you  :  without  having  any  other  motive  than  to  ac 
commodate  your  views,  or  without  perceiving  am 
other  object  on  your  part,  than  a  desire  to  take  co[ 
ies  from  it,  if,  thereafter,  any  advantages  were  likeli 
to  result  therefrom. 


>  Cencchi  came  lo  Philadelphia  in  1791 
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What  more  (if  any  thing)  might  have  passed  be- 
tween you  and  others,  on  this  occasion  he  knows  not ; 
— and  with  respect  to  the  public  edifice,  he  does  not 
now  recollect  whether  a  memorial,  which  you  had 
prepared  for  congress,  was  ever  presented  ;  or  if 
presented,  what  the  reception  of  it  was  ; — much  less 
does  he  know  of  any  specific  encouragement  that 
could  have  induced  you  to  return  to  this  country  in 
expectation  of  prosecuting  the  plan. 

As  a  public  character  he  had  no  power  to  offer 
any,  because  the  means  of  accomplishment  were  to 
flow  from  legislative  authority  ;  and  as  a  private  man 
he  never  could,  or  would  have  committed  himself  in 
\  this  afTair  further  than  as  a  Subscriber. — Thus  much 
relates  to  the  first  part  of  this  transaction. — With 
respect  to  the  subsequent  part,  that  is,  your  return 
lo  this  Country,  and  what  has  happened  since;  the 
President  desires  me  to  remark,  that  these  are  events 
which  were  adopted  without  any  consultation  with 
him  or  his  knowledge,  and  he  heard  thro'  a  variety 
of  channels  of  the  model  of  the  proposed  monument, 
the  likenesses  of  the  Busts.  &c.,  &c. — before  the 
pressure  of  business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  would 
permit  him  to  see  them  ; — or  to  comply  with  a  second 
request  that  he  would  set  for  some  alteration  in  the 
Bust  which  was  intended  for  himself,  and  with  which 
he  complied,  on  the  same  principle  which  had  pro- 
duced the  first  sitting  ; — always  conceiving  it  was  for 
purposes  of  your  own  it  was  wanted,  untill  hints  were 
given  that  it  was  designed  to  be  presented  to  Mrs. 
Washington.     Then  for  the  first  time  he  knew,  [hej 
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declared,  that  he  could  not.  and  would  not  accept  it 
as  a  present  ^^ 

The  preceeding  facts  are  necessary  to  acquit  th^^ 
President  of  having  had  any  agency  in  your  decep- 
tion (if  you  have  been  deceived,)  or  of  involving  you 
in  a  situation  which  seems  to  have  become  irksome 
and  inconvenient.  What  follows  will  shew  the  ground 
on  which  he  declines  to  discharge  the  account  whic 
is  inclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  before  mentione 

You  cannot  have  forgot.  Sir.  that  when  you  sent 
the  busts  of  Bacchus  and  Ariadne  to  the  President  in 
1 79Z,  and  requested  his  acceptance  of  them,  that  they 
were  refused,  and  returned  to  you. — Upon  which  with 
earnestness  (being  on  the  point  of  your  departure  and 
not  knowing  what  to  do  with  them)  you  requested 
that  they  might  be  permitted  to  remain  in  his  house. 
— To  this  he  assented. — And  supposing  the  object 
was  that  they  might  be  exhibited  as  specimens  of  your 
abilities,  as  a  sculptor,  he  had  temporary  pedestals 
made  for  them  to  stand  on  ; — and  always  announced 
them  as  your  workmanship  and  your  property. 

On  Monday  next  they  will  be  sent  to  you  ; — this 
would  have  been  done  to-day,  but  company  will 
occupy  the  servants  and  prevent  their  being  taken 

down. — The  Bust  intended  for  the  P. is  also  at 

your  disposal. — Or  if  you  incline  to  receive  for  it  the 
highest  value  that  the  best  artist,  or  the  most  skilful 
connoiseurs  in  the  city  will  say  is  the  intrinsic  worth, 
he  will,  notwithstanding  this  true  recital  of  the  case, 
pay  the  amount :  although  it  is  just  to  observe,  and 
it  may  well  be  supposed  he  would  have  been  desirous 
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of  knowing  the  cost,  and  consulting  his  own  inclina- 
tion and  convenience,  before  it  was  undertaken,  if  he 
had  not  conceived  that  it  was  intended  for  your  own 
use.  and  not  for  his. — 

I  He  desires  me  to  add,  that  it  is  with  real  concern 
he  finds  the  abilities  of  our  infant  republic,  will  not 
afford  employment  for  a  person  of  your  talents.  The 
cause  probably  is  that  the  United  States  are  just 
emerging  from  the  difficulties  and  expenses  of  a  long 
and  bloody  war — and  cannot  spare  money  (or  those 
gratifications  and  ornamental  figures, — as  in  the 
wealthy  countries  of  Europe. — He  is  sorry  also  that 
you  should  quit  them  under  any  embarrassments  or 
with  discontent — For  myself,  I  am,  &c., 

B.  Dasdridce. 


TO  CHARLES  CARTER. 
PMiLADsLPHtA,  lo  March,  1795. 

Dkar  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  23d  ulto.  came  duly  to  hand. — I 
wish,  sincerely  it  was  in  my  power  to  comply  with 
your  request  in  behalf  of  your  son.  but  it  really  is  not, 
to  the  extent  of  it. 

My  friends  entertain  a  very  erroneous  idea  of  my 
pecuniary  resources,  when  they  set  me  down  for  a 
money  lender,  or  one  who  (now)  has  a  command  of 
it.  You  may  believe  me  when  I  assert  that  the  bonds 
which  were  due  to  me  before  the  Revolution,  were 
discharged  during  the  progress  of  it — with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions in  depreciated  paper  (in  some  instances  as 
low  as  a  shilling  in  the  pound.)     That  such  has  been 
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the  management  of  my  Estate,  for  many  years  past, 
i«specially  since  my  absence  from  home,  now  six  years. 

scarcely  to  support  itself.  That  my  public  allow-  i 
ance  (whatever  the  world  may  think  of  it)  is  inade- 
quate to  the  expence  of  living  in  this  City  ;  to  such 
an  extravagant  height  has  the  necessaries  as  well  as 
the  conveniences  of  life  arisen. — And,  moreover  that 
to  keep  myself  out  of  debt ;  I  have  found  it  expedient 
now  and  then  to  sell  Lands,  or  something  else  to 
effect  this  purpose.  ^ri 

These  are  facts  I  have  no  inclination  to  publish  to 
the  World,  nor  should  I  have  disclosed  them  on  this 
occasion,  had  it  not  been  due  to  friendship,  to  give 
you  some  explanation  of  my  inability  to  comply  with 
your  request.  If,  however  by  joining  with  nine  others, 
the  sum  required  can  be  obtained — notwithstanding 
my  being  under  these  circumstances — and  notwith- 
standing the  money  will  be  to  be  withdrawn  from  an* 
other  purpose — I  will  contribute  one  hundred  poundMl 
towards  the  accommodation  of  your  son's  wants>  ■ 
without  any  view  to  the  receipt  of  interest  therefro 

With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c 


to  thomas  jefferson. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo';  but  not 
at  so  early  a  period  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  date  of  it.     My  mind  has  alwaj's  been  more 

'  R»pcctin£  a  [4an  of  Kveral  profcHon  of  C«neva  fcr  niigraliBg  to  the 
United  Sutet. 
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disposed  to  apply  the  shares  in  the  inland  navigation 
of  Potomac  and  James  Rivers,  which  were  left  to  my 
disposal  by  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  towards  the 
endowment  of  an  university  in  the  United  States, 
than  to  any  other  object  it  had  contemplated.  In 
pursuance  of  this  idea,  and  understanding  that  other 
means  are  in  embryo  for  establishing  so  useful  a 
seminary  in  the  Federal  City,  I  did,  on  the  38th  of 
January  last,  announce  to  the  commissioners  thereof 
my  intention  of  vesting  in  perpetuity  the  fifty  shares 
I  hold  under  that  act  in  the  navigation  of  Potomac, 
as  an  additional  mean  of  carr^'ing  the  plan  into  effect, 
provided  it  should  be  adopted  upon  a  scale  so  liberal 
as  to  extend  to  and  embrace  a  complete  system  of 
education. 

I  had  little  hesitation  in  giving  the  Federal  City  a 
preference  of  all  other  places  for  the  institution,  for 
the  following  reasons,  ist,  on  account  of  its  being 
the  permanent  seat  of  the  government  of  this  Union, 
and  where  the  laws  and  policy  of  it  must  be  better 
understood  than  in  any  local  part  thereof.  2d,  because 
of  its  centrality.  3d,  because  one  half  (or  near  it)  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  is  within  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  and  the  whole  of  the  State  not  inconven- 
ient thereto.  4th,  because,  as  a  part  of  the  endow- 
ment, it  would  be  useful,  but  alotu  would  be  inadequate 
to  the  end.  5th,  because  many  advantages,  I  con- 
ceive, would  result  from  the  jurisdiction,  which  the 
general  government  will  have  over  it,  which  no  other 
spot  would  possess.  And,  lastly,  as  this  seminary  Is 
contemplated  for  the  completion  of   education  and 


study  of  the  sciences,  (not  for  boys  in  their  rudi- 
ments,) it  will  afford  the  students  an  opportunity  of 
attending  the  debates  in  Congress,  and  thereby  be- 
coming more  liberally  and  better  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  law  and  government  ^ 

My  judgment  and  my  wishes  point  equally  strong 
to  the  application  of  the  James  River  shares  to  the 
same  object  at  the  same  place ;  but,  considering  the 
source  from  whence  they  were  derived.  I  have,  in  ^fl 
letter  I  am  writing  to  the  executive  of  Virginia  on 
this  subject,  left  the  application  of  them  to  a  seminary 
wilhin  the  StcUe,  to  be  located  by  the  legislature. 

Hence  you  will  perceive,  that  I  have  in  a  degree 
anticipated  your  proposition.     I  was  restrained  fror 
going  the  whole  length   of  the  suggestion   by  ih* 
following  considerations,    ist,  I  did  not  know  to  what 
extent  or  when  any  plan  would  be  so  matured  for  th< 
establishment  of  an  university,  as  would  enable  an] 
assurances  to   be  given   to  the  application   of   M.: 
D'lvemois.     2d,  the  propriety  of  transplanting  th< 
professors  in  a  body  might  be  questioned  for  sevei 
reasons  ;  among  others,  because  they  might  not 
all  good  characters,   nor   all    sufficiently  acquainted 
with   our    language.     And    again,    having   been   al 
variance  with  the  levelling  party  of  their  own  coun-^ 
try.  the  measure  might  be  considered  as  an  aristo- 
cratical  movement  by  more  than  those,  who,  without 
any  just  cause  that  1  can  discover,  are  continual!] 
sounding  the  bell  of  aristocracy.     And,  3d,  because] 
it  might  preclude  some  of  the  first  professors  in  otherj 
countries  from  a  participation,  among  whom  some  of] 
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the  most  celebrated  characters  in  Scotland,  in  this 
line,  might  be  obtained. 

Something,  but  of  what  nature  I  am  unable  to 
inform  you,  has  been  written  by  Mr.  Adams  to  M. 
D'lvcmois,  Never  having  viewed  my  intended  dona- 
tion as  more  than  a  part  of  the  means,  that  were  to 
set  this  establishment  afloat,  I  did  not  incline  to  go 
too  far  in  the  encouragement  of  professors,  before 
I  the  plan  should  assume  a  more  formal  shape,  much 
less  to  induce  an  entire  college  to  migrate.  The 
enclosed  is  the  answer  I  have  received  from  the  com- 
missioners ;  from  which,  and  the  ideas  I  have  here 
expressed,  you  will  be  enabled  to  decide  on  the  best 
communication  to  be  made  to  M.  D'lvemois. 

My  letter  to  the  commissioners  has  bound  me  to 
the  fulfilment  of  what  is  therein  engaged ;  and  if  the 
legislature  of  Virginia,  in  considering  the  subject, 
should  view  it  In  the  same  light  I  do,  the  James 
River  shares  will  be  added  thereto  ;  for  I  think  one 
good  institution  of  this  sort  is  to  be  preferred  to  two 
imperfect  ones,  which,  without  other  aid  than  the 
shares  in  both  navigations,  is  more  likely  to  fall  through, 
than  to  succeed  upon  the  plan  I  contemplate :  which, 
in  a  few  words,  is  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing the  youth  of  this  countr>'  abroad  for  the  purpose 
of  education,  (where  too  often  principles  and  habits 
unfriendly  to  republican  government  are  imbibed,  and 
not  easily  discarded,)  by  instituting  such  an  one  of 
our  own,  as  will  answer  the  end,  and  associating  them 
in  the  same  seminary,  will  contribute  to  wear  off  those 
prejudices  and  unreasonable  jealousies,  which  prevent 


or  weaken  friendships  and  impair  the  harmony  of  the 
Union.     With  very  great  esteem.  I  am.  &c. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Adams  laid  before  rae  the  communica- 
tions of  M.  D'lvernois  ;  but  I  said  nothing  to  him  of 
my  intended  donation  towards  the  establishment  of 
an  university  in  the  Federal  District.  My  wishes 
would  be  to  fix  this  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
Potomac  River ;  but  this  would  not  embrace  txi 
accord  with  those  other  means,  which  are  proposed! 
for  the  estabHshment. 


\ 


TO   ROBERT   BROOKE,    GOVERNOR  OF  VIRGINIA. 

PiiiiADELPitiA,  i6  Mtrdi,  179J- 

Sir. 

Ever  since  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  were! 
pleased  to  submit  to  my  disposal  Bfty  shares  in  the 
Potomac,  and  one  hundred  in  the  James  River  Com- 
pany, it  has  been  my  anxious  desire  to  appropriate 
them  to  an  object  most  worthy  of  public  regard.     _ 

It  is  with  indescribable  regret,  that  1  have  secitf 
the  youth  of  the  United  States  migrating  to  foreign 
countries,  in  order  to  acquire  the  higher  branches  of 
erudition,  and  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  sciences. 
Although  it  would  be  injustice  to  many  to  pronounce 
the  certainty  of  their  imbibing  maxims  not  congenial 
with  republicanism,  it  must  nevertheless  be  admitted, 
that  a  serious  danger  is  encountered  by  sending 
abroad  among  other  political  systems  those,  who , 
have  not  well  learned  the  value  of  their  own. 
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The  time  is  therefore  come,  when  a  plan  of  univer- 
sal education  ought  to  be  adopted  in  the  United 
States.  Not  only  do  the  exigencies  of  public  and 
private  life  demand  tt.  but,  if  it  should  ever  be  appre- 
hended, that  prejudice  would  be  entertained  in  one 
part  of  the  Union  against  another,  an  efficacious 
remedy  will  be,  to  assemble  the  youth  of  everj'  part 
under  such  circumstances  as  will,  by  the  freedom  of 
intercourse  and  collision  of  sentiment,  give  to  their 
minds  the  direction  of  truth,  philanthropy,  and  mu- 
tual conciliation. 

It  has  been  represented,  that  a  university  corre- 
sponding with  these  ideas  is  contemplated  to  be  built 
in  the  Federal  City,  and  that  it  will  receive  considera- 
ble endowments.  This  position  is  so  eligible  from  its 
centrality,  so  convenient  to  Virginia,  by  whose  legis- 
lature the  shares  were  granted  and  in  which  part  of 
the  Federal  District  stands,  and  combines  so  many 
other  conveniences,  that  1  have  determined  to  vest 
the  Potomac  shares  in  that  university. 

Presuming  it  to  be  more  agreeable  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia,  that  the  shares  in  the  James 
River  Company  should  be  reserved  for  a  similar  ob- 
ject in  some  part  of  that  State,  I  intend  to  allot  them 
for  a  seminary  to  be  erected  at  such  place  as  they 
shall  deem  most  proper.  1  am  disposed  to  believe, 
that  a  seminary  of  learning  upon  an  enlarged  plan, 
hut  yet  not  coming  up  to  the  full  idea  of  an  univer- 
sity, is  an  institution  to  be  preferred  for  the  position 
which  is  to  be  chosen.  The  students  who  wish  to 
pursue  the  whole  range  of  science,  may  pass  with 
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advantage  from  the  seminary  to  the  university,  and 
the  former  by  a  due  relation  may  be  rendered  c< 
operative  with  the  latter. 

I  cannot  however  dissemble  my  opinion,  that  if  all 
the  shares  were  conferred  on  an  university,  it  would 
become  far  more  important,  than  when  they  are 
divided  ;  and  I  have  been  constrained  from  concen- 
tring them  in  the  same  place,  merely  by  my  anxiety 
to  reconcile  a  particular  attention  to  Vii^inia  with  a 
great  good,  in  which  she  will  abundantly  share 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  United  States. 

1  must  beg  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  lay  this 
letter  before  that  honorable  body,  at  their  next  ses- 
sion, in  order  that  I  may  appropriate  the  James 
River  shares  to  the  place  which  they  may  prefer. 
They  will  at  the  same  time  again  accept  my  acknowl- 
edgments for  the  opportunity,  with  which  they  have 
favored  me,  of  attempting  to  supply  so  important  a 
desideratum  in  the  United  States  as  an  university 
adequate  to  our  necessity,  and  a  preparatory*  semi- 
nar>-.  With  great  consideration  and  respect,  I  a 
Sir,  &c.' 


i 


'  ThU  Mter  wu  accordingly  coiiimunicaied  by  the  Gnvcrnor  of  Viiginia  W 
th«  Aticmbly  at  their  neii  ic»ion,  when  the  following  rcsu!v«t  were  patued: — 

"  In  ihe  Houic  of  Delqpile*,  i  D«cemb«f,  ITK- 
"  Whoroai  the  miuratiun  of  American  youili  to  fiireSgn  counirica,  (or 
complcilon  of  their  education,  expoiet  them  to  the  danger  of  imbibing  pofit 
ca]  picjufllcet  iliudvanlojieous  to  (heir  atrn  republican  formi  of  government, 
•n<l  wuglil  Ilierrf'Jre  to  be  rendoteil  uiiiietesHnry  ami  avoiileil ; 

"  Reiolved,  that  the  plan  contemplated  of  erecting  ■  nninrnty  in  (he  FedenI 
City,  where  the  youth  ai  the  tcvcial  Siatei  may  be  aitemtiled,  and  their  coime 
of  education  liniihed.  dcscrvet  the  countenance  and  4uppcirt  of  each  i>tat«.         ^B 
"  And  whcreu,  when  the  General  Auembly  preientcd  luodry  »b«re»  in  Ih*^ 


TO    MAJOR-OENEKAL    DANIEL   MORGAN. 

PHiLADXLratA,  17  M*rd,  179s. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  interest  which  you  have  taken  in  the  safety  of 
John  Mitchell,  as  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  19th 
of  January  last,  would  be  an  inducement  to  me  to  go 
M  far.  in  relieving  him,  as  public  propriety  will  ad- 
mit But,  the  attorney-general  having  made  a  re- 
port, of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  I  think  it 
advisable  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  until 
his  trial  shall  have  taken  place. 

It  has  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  learn,  that  the 
general  conduct  and  character  of  the  army  have  been 
temperate  and  indulgent,  and  that  your  attention  to 
(Ik  quiet  and  comfort  of  the  western  inhabitants  has 
beeo  well  received  by  them.  Still  it  may  be  proper 
conMantly  and  strongly  to  impress  upon  the  army, 
that  they  are  mere  agents  of  civil  power ;  that,  out 
rf  camp,  they  have  no  other  authority  than  other 
dliiens ;  that  offences  against  the  laws  are  to  be  cx- 


Jian  RiTCr  sad  PotMue  CompanJei  to  George  Wuhincton,  u  ■  smill  tokeo 
■(  (hdf  paiiladc  lor  the  fmi,  eminent,  mil  unrivallrd  MmiccB  bo  had 
IwfciiJ  to  thii  com tnon wealth,  lo  llie  United  Statu,  and  th«  world  at  lar^. 
■  nppott  of  ilie  principle*  a(  libcttjr  and  equal  KOvemmcDl,  if  wu  iheii  wiih 
I  dntra  that  he  tlionld  aiipropriaic  ihein  at  he  mlijlit  ihink  bc4l ;  *ni 
.  UiepreiCDt  General  Aurmblj  rcMun  the  tame  hi(;h  bcdm  otliiirirtufs, 
n.  lad  ptttriotim ; 
*IU*nl*«d.  ihctcfote,  ibal  l)ie  appropriation  bj  tlie  tald  Gcor|[e  Wajrhlngloit 
<(lltc  alomaid  iIiarM  in  the  Potumac  Company  to  Ihe  university,  intended  to 
h  otcied  in  tbe  Federal  Cil}-,  U  made  in  a  manticr  moit  worthy  of  public 
nttfd,  taA  of  the  apfitobatlon  of  ihit  conunonwcallh. 

'*Re*olT«d.  al*o.  ibal  he  be  fequeited  to  appropriate  the  aiorcKiid  ahares  in 
■W  Junei  RiTcr  Co«ipati]r  lo  i  leminarj  K  iHch  place  in  the  upper  councir, 
M  be  ma*  deem  aaoct  coBTCnieni  to  a  majorltjr  ol  the  inhablianti  theroof." 


amined,  not  by  a  miiitar)'  officer,  but  by  a  magistrate ; 
that  they  are  not  exempt  from  arrests  and  indict- 
ments for  violations  of  the  laws ;  that  officers  ought 
to  be  careful  not  to  give  orders,  which  may  lead  the 
agents  into  infractions  of  law ;  that  no  compulsion 
be  used  towards  the  inhabitants  in  the  traffic  carried 
on  between  them  and  the  army ;  that  disputes  be 
avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  and  be  adjusted  as 
quickly  as  may  be,  without  urging  them  to  an  ex- 
treme; and  that  the  whole  country  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  within  the  limits  of  the  camp. 

I  do  not  communicate  these  things  to  you  for  anyi 
other  purpose,  than  that  you  may  weigh  them,  and^| 
without  referring  to  any  instructions  from  me,  adopt 
the  measures  necessary  for  accomplishing  the  fore- 
going objects.     With  great  regard  and  esteem,  I 
dear  Sir,  &c 


to  alexakder  white, 
[private.] 

PHtLAnBLTKtA,  ijlh  M>j,  i; 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  the  nth  inst.  came  to  hand  by 
post  of  yesterday. 

With  pleasure  I  received  your  acceptance  of  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  the  Federal  City.  The 
commission  will  be  forwarded  to  you  from  the  de- 
partment of  State,  and  the  sooner  you  can  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  the  trust,  the  more  convenient^ 
and  agreeable  it  will  be. 
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With  the  candor  which  I  am  sure  will  be  agreeable 
to  you,  i  shall  intimate  (for  reasons  which  I  shall  not 
St  this  time  enumerate,  but  which  will  appear  evident 
after  you  have  been  there  awhile)  that  a  residence  in 
the  City,  if  a  house  is  to  be  had,  will  be  more  pro- 
motive of  its  welfare,  than  your  abode  in  George 
Town. — I  shall  add,  that  the  motives  which  induced 
a  fixed  salary  (which  the  first  commissioner  did  not 
receive)  were,  that  they  should  reside  on  the  spot ; — 
that  they  were  not  only  to  plan  and  regulate  the 
afeirs  of  the  City. — but  to  look  to  the  execution  of 
them  also:  to  accomplish  which  with  the  greatest 
»se  to  themselves,  and  best  advantage  to  the  public  ; 
I  presumed  that  after  measures  were  decided  on  by 
the  hoard  they  would  have  been  so  arranged  as  that 
each  member  would  have  attended  to  the  execution 
*f  a  particular  part ;  or  if  found  more  convenient, 
that  in  rotation  each  would  have  superintended  the 
•hole. — I  could  not  perceive  however  when  in  the 
City  last,  (the  only  time  since  the  change  in  the 
Board)  that  any  such  arrangement  had  been  adopted. 
—In  short,  the  only  difference  I  could  perceive  be- 
tween the  proceedings  of  the  old  and  the  new  Com- 
missioners resulted  from  the  following  comparison. — 
The  old  met  not  oftener  than  once  a  month,  except 
oo  particular  occasions  ;  the  new  meet  once  or  twice 
»  week. — In  the  interval  the  old  resided  at  their 
iVtuses  in  the  Country;  the  new  resided  at  their 
houses  in  George  Town.  The  old  had  too  much  of 
the  business  done  by  daily  wages,  and  were  obliged 
to  tnist  to  Overseers  and  Superintendants  to  look  to 
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the  execution  ;  the  new  have  gone  more  into  the 
execution  of  it  by  contracts,  and  piece  work,  but  rely 
ctjually,  1  fear,  on  others  to  see  to  the  performance. 
These  changes  (tho'  for  the  belter)  by  no  means 
apply  a  radical  cure  to  the  evils  that  were  com- 
plained of ;  nor  will  they  justify  the  difference  of 
compensation  from  six  dollars  per  diem  for  every 
day's  attendance  in  the  City  and  sixteen  hundred 
per  annum. 

My  time  will  not  permit  me  to  go  more  into  detail 
on  this  subject ; — nor  is  it  necessary ;  your  own  good 
judgment  will  supply  ail,  and  more  than  I  could 
add.— 

The  year  i8oo  will  be  soon  upon  us  ;  The  neces- 
sity therefore  of  hurrying  on  the  public  buildings,  and 
other  works  of  a  public  nature,  and  executing  of  them 
with  economy  ;  the  propriety  of  preventing  idleness 
in  those  who  have  day  or  monthly  wages,  and  imposi- 
tion by  others,  who  work  by  measure — by  the  piece, 
or  by  contract — and  seeing  that  all  contracts  are  ful- 
filled with  good  faith,  are  too  obvious  to  be  dwelt  on, 
— and  are  not  less  important  than  to  form  plans,  and 
establish  rules,  for  conducting,  and  bringing  to  a 
speedy  and  happy  conclusion  this  great  and  arduous 
business.'    I  am,  &c. 

*  Alexander  WhCle  wtt  appdntetl  to  tuccMd  Daniel  CortoIL  While  t«*l(bg 
•  nMi  Tut  the  uflico  Wuhinglon  wrote  to  William  Dnkin* :  "  Thai  tba  dutiw 
o(  %.  commierioner  of  ihe  Fedctnl  City  would  have  been  dUcharged  with  abilily 
snd  fidelity  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  you  have  mentioned  to  me,  I  can- 
not harbor  a  daciM  ;  but  the  An[|^]1  Ctib[rie11,  in  hit  tlluation,  wonld  ba*« 
b«en  charged  with  partiality.  Frain  i  thorough  conviction  of  thii,  I  have 
never  turned  my  atlcniion  lo  n  chaiaclei  who,  at  the  time  of  hit  appolntmetit, 
wu  •  r«kiileot  either  in  Ueorge  Town,  or  ti)«  Federal  Ctt7." 
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TO  SECRETARIES  OF  STATE,  TREASURY,  AND  WAR,    AND 
THE   ATTORNEV-CENERAL.' 

(,-  PiiiLAunrm*.  sq  /me,  171M. 

1  raclose  lo  you  a  copy  of  the  lesolution  of  the  Senate,  advis- 
bg  that  the  laic  treaty  with  Great  Britain  be  ratified.  Upon  this 
rnoluiion  two  questioDS  arise. 

Fini,  is  or  is  not  that  rcvilution  intended  to  be  the  linal  act  of 
tke  Senate ;  or  do  they  ex[i«ct,  that  the  new  article  which  it  pro* 
fosed  shall  be  submitted  to  them  before  the  treaty  takes  effect  ? 

'Jq  hid  doted  hit  Eofliih  oiitkiOD  by  kignioK  '  titaij  on  19  Noramber,  1794. 
0(  ibe  ot>)KU  oi  (lul  miMo*,  bat  one  w»  wcurtd — that  of  a  suncnder  of  tlie 
HMCfa  potti;  aad  e*ea  this  vu  not  to  be  uoiU  June,  iTgb.  The  Uuty 
Hiuilof  ncecnUfng  Uw  nMxiai  "ItM  ahlpsmkke  (kc  good*,"  ai^ceil  tbit 
Rnck  gooii*  in  American  rentlt  iboulJ  be  liable  lo  sfuniq  bj  Cnal  Brilain 
^m9a*a  caetnrention  o(  tbe  Ircaly  with  FiaiKc.  It  «Jso  extended  tbe  Ibt 
ll  MOtnbuid ;  the  ii|[ht  o(  iaprctameol  wu  not  kuiTendeiCEl  by  Great 
Bnia  ;  and  finally  vhal  conceBton*  were  obtained  in  tlii  Irade  ^villl  iho 
Mhfc  Weal  lafes  were  Dcalnliicd,  aMd  in  tome  coies  made  oppreiitve,  by 
nlaifMnt  vrvnts.  The  full  tcil  vtx]  be  found  in  Amtrican  Stale  Paf^rt, 
fimfm  KiUh^mt,  u,  J30.  The  treaty  wai  lone  on  iti  pauage,  for  it  ru  not 
nai<«d  by  (he  frcildeai  till  7  Marcli,  179S,  a  lew  dayt  after  the  ailjouninenl 
ri  CengRia.  Waahin^on  tunmuned  the  Svoale  lo  connns  on  Monday,  the 
M  t(  June,  ejid  00  ihai  day  laid  before  it  the  treaty  and  acMmponyiDg 
tenMnu.  The  Freneb  Hlnikler,  Fanchei,  then  anlting  hU  tueccMar,  wniM 
to  iadolpfc,  aakJO(  IhM  the  Senate  should  not  vole  on  the  treaty  until  Adet 
iWiU  trmt  and  aialie  known  bit  initmctiont  |J  nne  Stb).  Such  a  dcUy  eonld 
tlrilf  hare  been  made  by  the  Ptctident  wiih  |iro[>r>cif  ;  and  ilie  Senal* 
Bk)  a  conndeiation  of  the  licaly,  white  Adet.  who  arrived  on  the  I3(h, 
1  the  EiecnliTe  byapromiwof  tenoin  French  uu  rdolive  to  commerce 
nA  ihe  Uaited  Suie*,  a  ptoraitc  thai  w*«  not  lul&lled  whcu  the  Seuali  lOM 
oajaotabdi. 

The  pewtecdiuga  of  ibe  Senate  wu  held  behind  cloted  doon,  but  ihii  did 
M  prevent  an  agitattoa,  elilefly  ha»ille  10  IbedoL-umeitl,  from  beini;  carried  on 
it  Aa  newipapen  and  in  public  mieiitigL  In  the  Senate.  Aaroit  Buit  withed 
■  Iwlher  necotlBlion  witb  Grnt  Britain,  while  Henry  T&tewcll  niorcd  ihai  th« 
tMdenI  b*  ailviied  not  to  \\^a.  Conipenialion  for  n«gro«i  and  other  propeity 
OBied  away  dnriag  the  war  wai  abo  nrsed,  but  all  oppondon  wu  rated  down, 
Mtoatbcailll  of  June,  by  a  role  of  twenty  to  ten.  the  Senate  adtiied  and  con- 
mad  lo  it*  conditioDal  raiilicaticni.  "An  iniupcrable  objection  nixed  to 
>i  artide  M^vlalinc  the  intercvune  with  the  llriiisb  We>t  tadtei,  fanaded  on 
tlicl  whick  it  ottdentood  to  have  been  unknown  lo  Mr.  Jay.     The  tntentloo 
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Secondly,  docs  or  docs  not  the  constitution  permit  ilie  Prcsi- 
dcDt  to  ratify  the  treaty,  without  submitliDg  the  new  article,  after 
it  shaU  be  agTc«d  to  by  the  British  King,  to  the  Senate  for  their 
further  advice  and  consent? 

I  wi«h  you  to  consider  this  subject  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
tr:tnsmit  to  me  your  opinion  in  writing,  that  I  may  without  delay 
take  some  definitive  step  upon  the  treaty.     1  am,  ^-c' 

of  llie  conlt»ctiiiE  |)*rti«s  ttu  to  adiait  the  ilirect  lniercoui*e  bctwcea  the 
United  Stales  And  tlioM  lUtmdt,  but  not  to  pctmit  the  ptodiutioB*  of  tbe 
Utter  to  be  cwried  to  Europe  in  the  veuelt  of  the  (orinci.  To  |^ve  eflea  t« 
thit  inlention,  the  exporlition  from  the  Unitr^  Slate*  of  tliuM  uliclot,  whiek 
were  the  principal  productions  of  the  UUndi,  was  to  be  relin<juiihed.  Asa«( 
tb«M  wa*  cotton.  This  aiijcle,  which  it  few  yexa  bcfoie  wat  acvcelf  nued 
in  ■nfficivnl  ijuantily  for  domnlic  contumplion,  wu  becoming  ons  of  the  rich> 
c«t  staple*  of  the  southern  Stilci.  The  Senaic,  being  informed  of  this  f*ct, 
advlied  and  conaented  thai  the  treaty  should  be  laiiiied  on  condition  that  an 
•nicle  be  added  tberulo,  laipcnding  Ihal  part  of  the  twelfth  axlide  which 
relate*  to  the  intercourse  with  the  Wcsl  \a&\Ki."—Ch'uf-Ju$tUi  Maniall. 

The  Senate  had  ai^ccd  to  keep  [he  lieatjr  a  9ei;re( ;  hut  a  few  dayt  alter  iU 
luinc,  a  sketch  of  the  document  appeared  in  the  Aurrra,  and  led  Seaalor 
Stevens  Thomum  Mason,  a  atron|;  opponent  of  the  licaty,  lo  send  to  that 
paper  his  copy,  and  on  July  Itt  it  was  issued  by  Bacho  \a  a  pamphlet. 

In  the  menntiiDc  "  the  English  papers  contained  an  account,  which,  tbongh 
not  oDicial,  wu  •Ircined  worthy  of  credit,  that  the  order  of  the  8th  of  June, 
179}.  for  the  setiure  of  prorisions  tjoing  to  French  ports,  wat  rrncweiL  In 
(he  apprehension,  thni  this  order  might  be  constmcd  and  intended  as  ■  practi< 
Cal  conittruction  »I  that  article  in  the  treaty,  which  seemed  to  favor  the  idea, 
(hat  provisions,  though  not  generally  conlnband,  miKlit  nccaaion.ttly  becose 
•o,  a  construction  in  which  he  bad  detcnnined  not  to  acquiesce,  the  President 
tkoughi  II  wite  10  reconsiitei  hi^  decision.  Of  the  result  of  this  tecontideia- 
llon  there  ii  no  conclaBive  testimony.  A  alroiie  mrmtritl  i^init  this  objec- 
tionable order  was  directed  ;  and  the  frefaiifi^Hi  la  withhold  the  ratificalioo* 
of  the  liealy  until  ihe  order  should  be  repealed.  10  make  tile  exchange  c( 
Talilicalions  dependent  upon  thai  event,  and  lu  adhere  to  hi*  odKlnal  parpott 
of  pursuing  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  connecting  with  that  meaiure  Ihe  Bieiii- 
orial  which  had  been  mentioned,  as  an  act  explanatory  of  the  sense  in  which 
hii  ratification  wi<t  made,  were  xevently  reviewed  by  h!ni.  In  confurmily  with 
his  practice  of  withholding  bis  opinion  an  controi-erlcd  points,  until  il  should 
become  necestiry  to  decide  them,  he  suspended  bis  determination  on  these 
propositions  until  Ibe  ineniorial  should  be  piepvrd  and  laid  before  htm." — 
MariltaU'i  Lift  of  fVaskingiBH,  ad  edition,  vol.  ii..  p.  361 . 

■  "  On  Monday  the  8th  of  June,"  Myi  Chief-Justice  Marshall.  "  Ihe  Senate, 
in  conformity  with  Ihe  snmmini)  of  the  Prr>idcnt,  convened  in  the  Senal^' 
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TO   ALEXANDEK    HAMILTON. 

[pRITATE  AND   PERFBCTLV   COKPIDKWTIAL.) 


My 


The 


DEAR  Sir, 

treaty  of  Amity,  C< 


PiituinKLrHiA,  )  Jaljr,  179}. 


and  Navigation, 


-ommerce 

which  has  lately  been  before  the  Senate,  has,  as  you 
!  will  perceive,  made  its  public  entry  into  the  Gazettes 
of  this  City. — Of  course  the  merits,  and  demerits  of 
it  will  (especially  in  its  unfinished  state),  be  freely 
discussed. 

It  is  not  the  opinion  of  those  who  were  determined 
(before  it  was  promulgated)  to  support  or  oppose  it, 
that  1  am  solticitous  to  obtain  ;  for  these  1  well  know 
rarely  do  more  than  examine  the  side  to  which  they 
leao;  without  giving  the  reverse  the  consideration  it 
(icser\*es ; — possibly  without  a  wish  to  be  apprised  of 
the  reasons  on  which  the  objections  are  founded. — 
My  desire  is  to  learn  from  dispassionate  men,  who 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  abilities  to 
judge  of  it,  the  genuine  opinion  they  entertain  of 
tatk  article  of  the  instrument ;  and  the  result  of  it  in 
the  aggregate.  In  a  word,  placed  on  the  footing  the 
matter  now  stands,  it  is,  more  than  ever,  an  incum* 
bent  duty  on  me  to  do  what  propriety,  and  the  true 
interest  of  this  country  shall  appear  to  require  at  my 
hands,  on  so  important  a  subject,  under  such  delicate 
circumstances. 

d^tbrr,  •ail  llie  treaty,  with  the  docuncnti  eonneclGd  with  it,  weie  lubmittcd 
IB  that  coiui<3«fstUin. 

"0>  lb«  I4lfa  of  Jnof.  after  ■  minute  and  liborious  invest  igxtjoa,  the  Senate, 
kf  p»«dMl7  a  eoDititulioaal  tBijoiity,  aidTUed  and  contented  to  JU  conditional 
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You  will  be  at  no  loss  to  perceive  from  what  I 
have  already  said,  that  my  wishes  are  to  have  the 
favorable  and  unfavorable  side  of  each  article  stated 
and  compared  together ;  that  I  may  sec  the  bearing 
and  tendency  of  them ; — and  ultimately,  on  which 
side  the  balance  is  to  be  found. 

This  treaty  has,  I  am  sensible,  many  relations, 
which,  in  deciding  thereon  ought  to  be  attended  to ; 
— some  of  them  too  arc  of  an  important  nature. — I 
know  also,  that  to  judge  with  precision  of  its  com- 
mercial arrangements,  there  ought  likewise  to  be  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  various  branches  of 
commerce  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  as 
it  now  stands ; — as  it  will  be  placed  by  the  treaty, — 
and  as  it  may  affect  our  present,  or  restrain  our 
future  treaties  with  other  nations. — All  these  things 
I  am  persuaded  you  have  given  as  much  attention  to 
as  most  men  ;  and  I  believe  that  your  late  employ- 
ment under  the  General  government  afforded  you 
more  opportunities  of  deriving  knowledge  therein, 
than  most  of  them  who  have  not  studied  and  prac- 
ticed it  scientifically,  upon  a  large  and  comprehensive 

ical&  ^H 

I  do  not  know  how  you  may  be  occupied  at  pres- 
ent ; — or  how  incompatible  this  request  of  mine  may 
be  to  the  business  you  have  in  hand.  All  I  can  say 
is,  that  however  desirous  I  may  be  of  availing 
myself  of  your  sentiments  on  the  points  I  have 
onumcrated,  and  such  others  as  are  involved  in  the 
treaty,  and    the    resolution    of    the  Senate ;   (both 

should  not  be   at 


of  which 


you. 


they 
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land)  it  is  not  my  intention  to  interrupt  you  in  that 
business ;  or,  if  you  arc  disinclined  to  go  into  the  in- 
lestigation  I  have  requested,  to  press  the  matter 
upon  you :  for  of  this  you  may  be  assured,  that  with 
ibc  most  unfeigned  regard — and  with  every  good 
■ish  for  your  health  and  prosperity 

I  am.  Your  Affectc.  friend  &c 

P.  S. — Admitting  that  his  B:  Majesty  will  consent 
to  the  suspension  of  the  12th  Article  of  the  treaty,  is 
it  necessary  that  the  treaty  should  again  go  to  the 
Senate?  or  is  the  President  authorized  by  the  reso- 
lution of  that  body  to  ratify  it  without' 


TO   ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

[pRIVATS.] 

PllltJkl>lLPKlA,  t]tti  July,  1795. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir, 

I  have,  in  the  regular  course  of  the  Posts,  been 
doly  favoured  with  your  letters  of  the  9th,  accompa- 
aying  your  observations  on  the  several  articles  of  the 
treatj*,  with  Great  Britain, — and  of  the  loth  supple- 
mentary thereto. — 

For  both,  I  offer  you  my  sincere  thanks,  as  they 
have  afforded  me  great  satisfaction.  AUho'  it  was 
my  wish  that  your  observations  on  each  article 
should  be  diffusive,  yet  !  am  really  ashamed  when  I 
behold  the  trouble  it  has  given  you,  to  explore  and  to 
explain  so  fully  as  you  have  done,  the  whole  of  them. 

'  HiiBl^ion'*  if^f  it  prinlcd  in  liii  Wriiin^i  (l.odge'i  tdiiiun),  iv.,  311.     It 
•M  aal.  howcTsr,  a  "  eabinct  pspor,"  m  Mr.  Loctg*  detctibM  il. 


The  most  obnoxious  article  (the  i2lh)  being  sus- 
pended by  the  Senate,  there  is  no  occasion  to  express 
any  sentiment  thereon. — I  wish,  however,  it  had  ap- 
peared in  a  different  form. — And  altho'  it  is  but  fair 
to  presume  that,  no  further  advantage  could  have 
been  obtained  in  the  3d  article,  yet  the  exclusion  of 
the  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  from  all 
die  "Seaports.  Harbours,  Bays,  or  Creeks  of  His 
Majesty,"  when  theirs  are  admitted  into  all  ours,  to 
the  highest  Ports  of  entry,  is  not  marked  with  reci- 
procity.— It  may  be  urged  and  truly,  that  under  the 
existing  regulations  of  the  B.  government,  we  are 
not,  at  this  time,  allowed  those  privileges  ;  except 
when  they  are  made  to  subserve  their  own  purposes: 
whilst  from  Quebec  (but  how  we  are  to  get  there  1 
know  not,)  and  upwards, — the  lakes,  and  the  waters 
on  their  side  of  the  line,  are  open  to  our  commerce, 
and  that  we  have  equal  advantages  in  the  Indian 
trade  on  both  sides  ;  except  within  the  limits  of  the 
Hudson's  bay  company. 

All  this  looks  verj'  well  on  paper;  but  I  much 
question  whether  in  its  operation  it  will  not  be  found 
to  work  very  much  against  us.  ^ 

1st.  What  are  the  limits  of  that  company? — are 
they  so  defined,  and  so  clearly  understood,  as  that 
our  traders  when  they  are  in  t/ie  Wiiderttess  can  with 
precision  say,  thus  far  1  may  of  righi  go,  without  let 
or  hindrance  ? 


i 


2nd.  Admitting  the  fact,  will  they  not,  having  p 
session  of  the  trade,  and  the  Indians  being  in  their 
interest,  by  everj'  artifice  of  t/uir  traders,  prevent 
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«wj  from  extending  themselves  into  the  country — 
sharing  in  the  profit,  and  thereby  bringing  on  dis- 
putes which  may  terminate  seriously. — 

\  3d.  Does  not  the  hitherto  (I  might  add  present) 
improper  interference  of  the  British,  within  our  terri- 
lory,  and  the  solUcitude  that  that  government  has 
manifested  upon  all  occasions  to  get  a  footing  on  the 
Mississippi ;  and  on  the  waters  and  carrying  places 
leading  thereto,  evince,  in  a  most  unequivocal  man- 
ner, that  disputes  may  be  expected  to  arise  within 
tw  territory  as  well  as  tluir  own,  from  the  attempts 
of  their  Traders  to  monopolize  the  trade  ;  and  from 
the  overbearing  support,  or  underhand  countenance, 
they  will  give,  not  only  in  what  is  right,  but  in  what 
b  convenient,  to  its  views  also. — 

My  opinion  of   this  article  therefore  is,  that   it 
would  have  been  more  for  our  peace,  if  not  for  our 
interest,  to  have  restrained  the  traders  of  both  na- 
tions to  their  own   side   of   the  line,   leaving  the 
Indians  on  each,  to  go  to  whichsoever  their  interest, 
convenience,   or  inclination,   might    prompt    them. 
This  would  have  thwarted  the  views  of  the  British 
00  the  Mississippi,  whilst  all  the  doors  into  upper 
Canada,  and  the  Western  Country  would  have  been 
as  wide  open  tlun,  as  they  are  now  made  by  the 
treaty ; — and   no   difficulty   I   am   persuaded  would 
have  been  found  by  our  people,  of  introducing  goods 
across  the  line,  after  they  had  got  them  to  it,  and  the 
Posts  possessed  by  us,  if  this  avenue  should  be  found 

^ihe  most  convenient  and  cheapest 

I  wish  too  the  2nd  article  had  been  more  defi- 
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nite  with  respect  to  the  terms  "  Precincts  or  Jurisdic- 
tion."— Except  that  the  shortness  of  its  duration  for 
operation  may  afford  a  remedy,  I  should  expect 
many  disputes  would  arise  therefrom. 

I  asked,  or  intended  to  ask  in  my  letter  of  the  3d 
whetlxer  you  conceived  (admitting  the  suspension  of 
the  lath  Article  should  be  agreed  to  by  the  B.  gov- 
ernment) there  would  be  a  necessity  for  the  treaty 
going  before  the  Senate  again  for  their  advice  and 
consent?  This  question  takes  its  birth  from  a 
declaration  of  the  minority  of  that   body,  to  that 

effect. 

With  much  truth  and  sincerity 

I  am  always  your  affectionate  &c 
P.  S.     I  was  almost  in  the  act  of  sending  the  en- 
closed letter  to  the  Post  Office  when  your  favor 
the  t  ith  was  put  into  my  hands. 

Query — Whether  the  passage,  which  you  ha' 
quoted  from  the  15th  article  in  your  letter  of  the 
above  date  does  not  mean  that  no  prohibition  shall 
be  imposed  on  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any 
articles  to  or  from  the  U.  S.  which  shall  not  be  also 
imposed  on  the  like  exportation  or  importation  to  or 
from  other  foreign  nations  ?  That  is : — that  the 
U.  S.  shall  be  under  no  other  disability,  than  any 
other  foreign  nations. — If  so,  there  would  seem  to  be  . 
no  privilege  granted,  but  only  an  engagement,  thalfl 
other  nations  shall  not  be  rivals  to  the  U.  S.  by  being 
freed  from  the  prohibition. — For  example — Your  idea 
is,  that  whatever  of  its  own  produce  Spain  may  carry 
from  their  territory  ;  that  is,  they  may  re-export  to 


en- 
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England  Spanish  produce. — I  wish  this  could  be 
made  clear  ;  for  I  readily  sec  the  advantage  of  it  in 
one  sense  ;  tho'  I  am  not  sure  that  wc  can  bring  any 
Country,  except  the  East  Indies,  into  our  own.  the 
produce  of  it,  and  reexport  it  to  England  so  as  to 
mke  a  profit  from  this  circuitous  voyage. 


TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

P1111JIDI1.PI11A,  14  JDI7,  ij^j. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 
1  received  your  favor  of  yesterday,  this  moment, 

I  when  I  am  on  the  eve  of  a  journey  to  Virginia.' 
The  opinion  which  you  have  given  as  to  its  being 
necessary  to  submit  the  tuw  article  to  the  Senate, 
being  in  direct  opposition  to  that  of  the  Secretaries 
aad  the  Attorney-general,  has  occasioned  some  em- 
lana.ssmcnt  with  me. — For  I  always  understood  it  to 
be  the  sense  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate,  that  they 
»ere  not  to  pass  their  judgment  upon  the  new  article 
further  than  they  have  done. — But  as  I  shall  be  ab- 

»«nt,  and  Mr.  Randolph  has  before  him  the  bringing 
of  this  business  to  a  close ;  I  wish  you  to  write  to 
biffl  your  ideas,  if  upon  mature  reflection  you  shall 
think  differently  from  the  gentlemen  around  me  ;  or 
you  find  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  be  different  from 
what  I  have  been  led  to  expect — I  have  told  Mr. 
Randolph  that  your  sentiments  do  not  agree  with 
those  which  I  received  from  the  Officers  of  govern- 
it ;  and  have  desired  him  to  revise  them. — 

*  He  Kt  odi  for  Ml.  Vcnion  on  ihe  oeii  day. 
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1  have  also  told  him  that  I  have  requested  the  favor 
of  you  to  write  to  him  on  this  subject.  ^A 

Very  affectionately  &c.    ™ 

P.  S.  Notwithstanding  one  great  object  of  my 
visit  to  Mount  Vernon,  is  relaxation  ;  yet,  to  hear 
from  you,  the  sentimts.  entertained  of  the  treaty — 
and  in  short  on  any  other  interesting  subject,  with 
which  the  public  mind  is  occupied  would  be  a  consid- 
erable gratification. — The  state  of  our  pecuniary  i 
matters  in  Holland,  at  this  time,  is  a  bar  to  Mr. 
Adams's  leaving  that  country — but  the  next  best  step 
will  be  adopted. — 

Yours  as  before. 


TO  EDMUND   RANDOLPH,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

HoL'NT  VEBXOfi,  >a  Jii)7.  179S. 

Dear  Sir, 

Both  your  letters,  dated  the  17th  instant,  foun 
me  at  this  place,  where  I  arrived  on  Monday.  The 
letter  from  the  commissioners  to  you,  I  return,  as  I 
also  do  the  gazettes  of  Pittsburg  and  Boston.  The 
proceedings  at  the  latter  place  are  of  a  very  unpleas- 
ant nature.  The  result  I  forwarded  to  you  from 
Baltimore,  accompanied  with  a  few  hasty  lines,  writ- 
ten at  the  moment  I  was  departing  from  thence ; 
with  a  request  that  it  might  be  considered  by  the 
confidential  officers  of  government,  and  returned  to 
me  with  an  answer  thereto,  if  an  answer  should  b 
deemed  advisable.' 


% 


'  He  liad  wHiten  ;  "  Tbe  appllollon  is  of  an  unusual  and  dlugivctlile 
n(iur«.  ind  monovir  it  intoodcd.  I  have  □□  doubl.  to  pl*cc  me  in  aa  enibu* 
rMicd  utuatMD.  from  wb«iice  ut  advftnuge  may  be  taken." 
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I      In  my  hurrj',    I  did  not  signify  the  propriety  of 
letting  those  gentlemen  Icnow  fully  my  determination 
with  respect  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  the 
train  it  was  in  ;  but  as  this  was  necessary,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  form  their  opinions  on  the  subject 
submitted.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  both  were  com- 
municated to  them  by  you  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  6rst.  that  is,  the  conditional  ratification  (tf  the 
iate  order,  which  we  have  heard  of,  respecting  provi- 
sion vessels,  is  not  in  operation,)  may,  on  all  6t  occa- 
sions, be  spoken  of  as  my  determination,  unless  from 
any  thing  you  have  heard  or  met  with  since  I  left  you, 
it  should  be  thought  more  advisable  to  communicate 
further  with  me  on  the  subject     My  opinion  respect- 
ing die  treaty  is  the  same  now  that  it  was,  namely,  not 
bvorable  to  it,  but  that  it  is  better  to  ratify  it  in  the 
manner  the  Senate  have  advifeed.  and  with  the  reser- 
vation already  mentioned,  than  to  suffer  matters  to 
remain  as  they  are,  unsettled.     Little  has  been  said 
to  me  on  the  subject  of  this  treaty  along  the  road  I 
passed,  and  I  have  seen  no  one  since,  from  whom  I 
could  hear  much  concerning  it ;  but,  from  indirect  dis- 
courses, I  find  endeavors  are  not  wanting  to  place  it 
in  all  the  odious  points  of  view,  of  which  it  is  suscepti- 
ble, and  in  some,  which  it  will  not  admit.     ♦     •     • 

As  you  have  discovered  your  mistake,  with  respect 
to  the  dates  of  the  French  decrees,  I  shall  add 
nothing  on  that,  nor  on  any  other  subject  at  this 
k  lime,  further  than  a  desire  to  know  if  you  have  heard 
■  any  thing  more  from  M.  Adet  on  the  treaty  with 
at  Britain  ;  and  whether  Mr.  Jaudenes  has  replied 
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to  your  letter  to  him  on  the  score  of  his  inconsistency. 
1  ani,  &C.' 

P.  S.     A  Solomon  is  not  necessary  to  interpret  th 
design  of  the  oration  of  Mr.  Brackenridge. 

'  A  fc  diyi  prevtou*  lo  llie  dale  of  lh«  aIiotc  teller,  >  convention  had 
t*kcn  place  l>«Ive«D  U.  Ailct  lod  the  Seci«tBi7  oi  State,  which  im  repctt«d 
bj  thclaller  lo  ibc  Piciidcnl  u  follmit: 

"  M.  Add  came  lo  the  office  uid  told  me,  ihit  he  htd  come  la  expre^t  la 
aw  Id  ui  amiable  manner  lira  Dneoiinm,  which  (he  tmiy  wilh  Ureal  Britain 
had  euiled  in  him.  rrofetnnc  not  to  have  seen  it,  I  promised  fajin  •  cop]', 
&nd  ihat  daydeliTered  It  to  him.  Hetlated  uinicdaj'saflerwaidEin  wntiai;  three 
objection),  i.  Thatwc  hadfriuite/io  CimI  Britain  liberty  lo  »eiz« -mr  oital 
■torn  EOin£  to  France :  while  France,  by  hci  commercial  treaty  wilh  (he 
United  SutGS,  could  ool  icite  naval  ttorci  of  the  United  State*  going  lo  Kitg- 
bund.  3.  Thai  Kngisb  privaleen  roay  find  an  ahylum  in  onr  portt.  even 
dtirioK  the  premc  war  with  France.  3.  That  France  could  not  open  ■  new 
nejjnllatian  with  us,  at  we  were  prevented  from  departing,  in  a  new  treaty, 
(rom  Ihis  stipulatiun  in  tavor  of  British  piivaiecn  \  aud  Fnincc  woald  not  pre 
up  her  prior  right. 

"  In  aniiwct  (o  the  Rrtt  objection,  t  have  wrflten  to  him,  Itiai  cunliabaad 
u  left  imchAnged.  where  it  itandi  by  the  law  of  nalioni ;  thai  the  workit^  of 
oar  treaty  with  Fran«c  ii  reciprocal,  inaimDch  as  if  we  were  at  wai  with  En^ 
land.  France  would  he  juM  whcie  we  nre  now ;  and  ihii  (hid  wiiikin);  of  oer 
treaty  wai  plainly  futcteen,  when  it  wai  made.  Slill  I  tell  him,  thai,  opon 
the  principlci  ol  haniihip.  or  injury  to  a  friend,  it  shall  be  a  rabject  of  out 
new  iiTKOtiation  ;  thall  not  wait  for  the  general  treaty  ;  and  1  doubl  not  IhM 
some  modificalion  may  be  devised. 

'■  In  answer  to  the  second.  1  have  written  lo  him.  ihat  English  prlvaleer* 
will  not  he  admitted  into  our  poita,  durm]>  thin  or  any  other  war  with  France ; 
that  uur  itipulation  it  exactly  the  >ame  wiiti  that  in  (he  treaty  of  France  with 
EnulanJ  in  1786 ;  thai  the  French  treaty  is  protected  from  infractton  by  a 
pokltive  claune  In  the  treaty  wilh  (ireat  Britain,  and  that  it  never  thaU  b« 
t-iolated. 

"  In  answer  to  the  third  objection,  I  have  written  to  him,  that  we  would  not 
a«k  him  to  renounce  ihe  ndvaniaiieii  pven  to  French  privateers,  in  eicloiion  of 
the  enemin  of  Franco  :  and  (hat  the  old  treaty  mi^hl  be  continued  10  faft« 
cc>ipec!iii£  this  particular,  so  as  siill  10  gii-e  this  right  a  priority  to  the  lili« 
lij-M,  Klipulaled  by  the  treiily  with  Oreal  Britain. 

"In  the  loil  paragraph  of  my  letter  I  detiie,  that,  it  any  cmbarraafmeiit 
iiill  hangs  upon  iheic  points,  he  may  aflord  me  an  opportunity  of  mectli^ 
them,  before  hit  conimunicallani-  arc  dcipalchc<!  10  Ihe  Committee  of  Public 
Safety.     While  1  was  Iranacribini;  my  lellci.  be  came  lo  ace  mc ;  and  I  read 
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TO   EDMUND    RANDOLPH,    SECRETARY  OP   STATE. 

HouitT  ViKMOM,  >4  Julf,  I79S. 

Dear  Sir. 

My  letter  from  Baltimore,  and  the  one  written  by 
Friday's  post,  dated  the  23d  instant,  renders  it  in  a 
manner  unnecessary  for  mc  to  add  more  on  the  score 
of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  or  on  the  movements 
which  are  taking  place  thereupon  in  different  parts, 
than  to  inform  you,  that,  if  circumstances  should  make 
it  more  eligible  for  me  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  than 
for  you  to  come  to  this  place,  I  can  set  out  as  well  on 
aday's  as  a  month's  notice  for  the  seat  of  government ; 
where,  if  matters  are  peculiarly  embarrassed.  I  should 
be  on  the  theatre  of  information,  with  documents  and 
other  aids  about  mc,  that  could  not  be  had  here. 

I  have  not,  as  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  heard 
much  respecting  the  treaty  since  I  left  Philadelphia. 
At  Baltimore  I  remained  no  longer  than  to  breakfast. 
la  Georgetown  my  whole  time  was  spent  on  business 
with  the  commissioners  ;  and  in  Alexandria  I  did  not 
stop.  Yet  the  same  leaven,  that  fermented  a  part  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  is  at  work,  I  am  informed,  in 
other  places ;  but  whether  it  will  produce  the  same 
fniit  remains  to  be  decided. 


IiUb  At  ohteTTatMHU  on  the  Uit  point.  He  oxdaimeil  lliat  [hejr  were  v«ty 
I  (nd,  ifiy  piod ;  mad,  I  inleircd,  uliif*«tory.  I  met  him  at  the  Pre!.ide«l*i 
Mdie  Itmc  alltriranli.  >nd  aiJieil  him  i[  he  hxi  ri^ceived  my  Uitcr.  He  tald. 
'y^'  t  tolil  him  ihal  I  hoped  1  hail  placed  the  lubject  upon  a  lalitfaclorf 
(oMMf.  He  exprated  a  dcgiee  o/  wlitfaclion  ;  bul  nal  lo  pointed,  as  u'hal 
le  had  Mid  to  a*  M  to  the  pan  of  the  Idler  relative  lo  ihe  ihiid  objection. 
Be  added  MnMhing  about  hia  not  iDtonding  to  discun  tlic  law  of  the  9)i{  o( 
Hoch ;  Uii  h«  (poke  in  «o  loir  a  voice,  that  I  did  not  <atch  hii  meoniDg." — 
Jnl7I4th. 
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I  shall  expect,  agreeably  to  the  assurances  you  have 
given  me,  lobe  well  and  regularly  advised  of  the/rw 
and  eons  in  this  business,  and  the  preponderancy 
thereof.     *    *     • 

The  introduction  of  A.  R.  H.'  to  you  was,  I  con- 
ceive, more  the  effect  of  design,  than  of  ignorance 
or  inadvertency.  The  impropriety  of  the  measure 
was  loo  palpable,  even  if  instances  in  abundance  had 
not  announced,  that  characters  in  the  predicament 
that  gentleman  was  could  not  be  noticed  by  the  offi- 
cers of  government  without  giving  umbrage.  The 
conduct  of  Mr.  M.  is  of  a  piece  with  that  of  the 
other ;  and  one  can  scarcely  forbear  thinking,  that 
these  acts  are  part  of  a  premeditated  system  to  em- 
barrass the  executive  government.      I  am,  &c 


TO  TIMOTHY    PICKERING,   SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

M0I7NT  VsBjeon,  lyjuljr.  r 
Dear  Sir, 

On  Saturday  morning  I  received  your  letter  of  the 
2isl  instant  with  its  enclosures.  The  post  of  to- 
morrow from  Alexandria  is  the  first  by  which  I  could 
answer  it 

If  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
treat  with  the  Onondaga,  Cayuga,  and  Oneida  Indians 

'  The  penon  here  alluded  lo,  Archibald  Hamllion  Rowan.  Mr.  Randolph 
dctcrilii't  at  having  licrn  cunviclod  ■>[  tiedilioa  in  IrHaml.  xnd  jati  arrived  in 
Philndelphia  from  France.  Sennior  BnEler,  Mr.  Randolph  add*,  "biought 
him  to  my  office  to  intn^tuce  him.  Thiii  inaiittriuy  0(  ihU  mnnliei  uf  lh« 
Senais  did  not  mrprite  me,  nor  did  it  lielray  inc  into  mora  than  rlnent  dvilii; 
to  a  nan,  who  bronght  a  recommeadatory  letter  from  Hr.  Monroe,  dated  hi 
April." 
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look  place  at  Albany  the  15th  instant,  as  was  ex- 
pected, by  the  extract  from  General  Schuyler's  letter 
lolhe  Governor  of  New  York,  any  further  sentiment 
Qovon  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure  would 
be  received  too  late.  If  it  did  not  take  place  accord- 
ing to  expectation,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  would 
ain  the  best  advice  you  can  on  the  case,  and  do 
prudence,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  constitution 
and  laws,  shall  dictate.' 

With  respect  to  the  meeting,  which  is  proposed  to 
be  bold  with  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  the  proposition 
ol  Governor  Jay  is  regular,  and  I  can  think  of  no 
better  character  than  Colonel  Wadsworth.  or  Mr. 
Boudinot,  to  attend  it  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  If  both  should  decline  the  service,  any 
other  respectable  and  well-known  disinterested  char- 
acter would  meet  my  approbation  equally. 

The  extract  from  Mr.  Higginson's'  letter,  which 
jwi  were  so  obliging  as  to  send  to  me,  places  the 
proceedings  of  the  town  of  Boston  in  a  different 
I  point  of  view,  from  what  might  have  been  enter- 
I  tained  from  the  resolutions,  which  were  sent  to  me 
bj-  express,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  the  select- 
■  men  of  that  place.  But,  much  indeed  to  be  re- 
^  grettcd.  party  disputes  are  now  carried  to  such  a 

H    'Ik  IcfiilUBrc  ol  Now  York  had  aulhoriied  the  govcmoc  to  ippnint  com- 

■■■Haacn  lo  trasi  with  ihoM  Iniliank  r<n|>ci;lin)-  lh«  [niicliiuc  of  llieii  laodi. 

HIlMa  •  qiMUioti  wh«|]iei  iqch  a  ntgotiation  could  b«  legally  held  ivilhoul  th« 

bftnvtttkm  of  the  United  Slates.     The  allomey .general  hud  i^ven  an  opinion 

All  ad  a  Btsiarc  would  h«  uncomtiiutionHl. 

'  Mi.  Stepbcn  Hisginson  of  Botlon,  fotmetly  a  member  of  Congreu.      The 

.(Baoi  arc  prialcd  in  Lift  ef  Pitktrinf,  iii.,  177. 
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length,  and  truth  is  so  enveloped  in  mist  and  false 
representation,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  know 
through  what  channel  to  seek  it  This  difficulty  to 
one,  who  is  of  no  party,  and  whose  sole  wish  is  to 
pursue  with  undeviating  steps  a  path,  which  would 
lead  this  country  to  respectability,  wealth,  and  happi- 
ness, is  exceedingly  to  be  lamented.  But  such,  for 
wise  purposes  it  is  presumed,  is  the  turbulence  of 
human  passions  in  party  disputes,  when  victory  more 
than  Iruth  is  the  palm  contended  for,  that  "the  post 
of  honor  is  a  private  station."  With  much  esteem 
and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO  EZEKIEL  HRICE.  THOMAS  WALLEY,  WILUAM  BOARD* 
MAN,  EBENEZER  SEAVER,  THOMAS  CKAKTS,  THOMAS 
EDWARDS,  WILLIAM  LITTLE,  WILLIAM  SCOLLAY,  AND 
JESSE  PUTNAM,  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
BOSTON. 

Umtxc  Statu,  s9  Juir,  1791, 

Gbntlrukn, 

In  every  set  of  my  administration,  1  have  sought  the  happiness 
of  my  fellow  citizens.  My  system  for  the  attainment  of  this  ob- 
ject has  uniformly  been  to  overlook  all  personal,  local,  and  par- 
tial considerations  ;  10  contemplate  the  United  Stales  as  one 
great  whole ;  to  confide,  that  sudden  impressions,  when  errone- 
ous, would  yield  to  candid  reflection  ;  and  to  consult  only  the 
substantial  and  permanent  interests  of  our  country 

Nor  have  I  departed  from  this  line  of  conduct,  on  the  occasion 
which  has  produced  the  resolutions  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  i3lh  instant. 

Without  a  predilection  for  my  own  judgment,  I  have  weighed 
with  attention  every  argument,  which  has  at  any  time  been 
brought  into  view.  Bui  the  constitution  is  the  guide,  which  I 
never  can  abandon.     It  has  assigned  to  the  President  the  power 
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of  nukiog  treaties,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  It 
ns  doubtless  supposed  that  these  two  branches  of  government 
«oiid  combine,  without  passion,  and  with  the  beit  means  of  in- 
fonnation,  those  facuand  principles  npon  which  the  success  of 
ovr  foreign  relations  will  always  depend :  that  they  ought  not  to 
nbdtlvte  for  their  own  conviction  the  opinions  of  others,  or 
u  Ktk  truth  through  any  channel  but  that  of  a  temperate  and 
*dl-iaformed  investif^ation. 

l/oiler  thi«  penuasion,  I  have  resolved  on  the  manner  of  cxe- 
cunng  the  duty  before  me.  To  the  high  ret  possibility  attached 
W  it,  1  freely  submit ;  and  you.  Gentlemen,  are  at  liberty  to  make 
CIkk  lenlimenis  known  as  the  grounds  of  my  procedure.  While 
Ifcd  tbe  most  lively  gratitude  for  the  many  instances  of  appro- 
baoa  from  my  country,  I  can  no  otherwise  deserve  it,  than  by 
dbcying  the  dictates  of  my  conscience.  With  due  respect,  t  am, 
GcDilemeD,  &c.' 

'Tl*Mne  letter,  in  snbitancc.  wu  lent  in  reply  to  locnJ  acldressmfmilar 
1°  All  Iron  tbe  tdcctmen  of  Boston. 

"  X«C  iirilliii(  to  Io»c  a  poM  (by,  I  huten  to  tend  tbcK  rrsoluliont  above  *U 
hM  lo,  Ule  as  it  i^  10  Alexiadria,  to  go  on  lo.morrau,-,  <*iih  i  request  ijtnitar 
kkeoM  M*de  from  Btltinore.  A  lUy  nr  two  more  will,  I  |>T»ume.  biing  to 
"Mltw  mult  I  if  lfc«  iiiiiiiiin,  propofcd  lo  \x  helcl  in  fliibilclphi*.  which  prob- 
lUj  >fl  be  falkiwed  by  one  rium  Billimurt  and  other  towm ;  although  1  have 
Nidike  Uiereof  fartbet  than  the  papcn  contained,  at  being  in  agitation  at 
UtiaoK  before  I  left  Pblladelphia.  1(  one  come*  (rum  the  U«i  mentioned 
^Ihc,  aad  is  imnudiattljr  publiihed,  as  tJie  olhen  hai-e  been,  before  ilclivcry, 
hiioaaiwer  thereto,  if  aniwen  are  adviiable.  foUon-  it  without  waiting  for 
>Tia(iMM.  I  have  no  tim«  to  add  moire,  than  that  the  commetcia!  part  ol  the 
^Btj,  M  (ar  a>  mf  inforraaiion  covii,  i»  {■voorally  dilliked." — Waiiiaginn  u 
IttMfi.  Tj  JuJy.  IJM. 

TTieN  bad  lately  been  a  public  mectiQii  in  Philadelphia  for  the  pnrpoie  of 
Vt  nmItc*  agaittU  the  itcaty.  Afiet  the  buHnem  of  the  mreiing  «>> 
d>Md.  ■  enpy  of  the  treaty  wu  mupended  on  a  pole  and  carried  about  the 
Meet*  by  a  company  of  people,  irho  at  length  stopped  in  front  of  the  Britiih 
MiliKr'i  hoa*c,  and  there  Innt  the  treaty,  and  alxu  brfore  the  iloor  of  the 
tdliifa  cnml,  ainidll  the  hnsaa  and  sccIanLalions  of  the  multitude.  Mr. 
lliMainiit.  lite  British  minuter,  complained  of  thii  indignity  to  the  Sccre- 
^  ef  State.  "I  have  Mnl  (hit  rcpirienlation,"  taid  Mr.  Kandolph,  In 
a  Inwi  lo  tbe  Piemdent,  "  for  the  opinion  of  the  attorney -general.  But  I 
<■  aoa«iBc(d,  that  neither  Uw  tior  eipedieocy  will  tnpport  any  movement  of 
It*  um  mail  lit       Indeed,  in  the  convenatlon  which  I  had  with  him,  he  waa 
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TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 
(PKIVATE.] 

MovHT  VniKOK,  >9  Jnly,  iTgj. 

My  DEAR  Sir, 

Your  letters  of  the  20th  and  21st  Instt   found  m< 
at  this  place,  after  a  hot  and  disagreeable  ride. 

As  the  measures  of  the  government  respecting  th< 
treaty  were  taken  before  I  left  Philadelphia,  some- 
thing more  imperious  than  has  yet  appeared,  must 
turn  up  to  occasion  a  change. — Still,  it  is  very  desir-J 
able  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  after  the  paroxysm  of 
the  fever  is  a  little  abated,  what  the  real  temper  of 
the  people  is,  concerning  it ;  for  at  present  the  cry 
against  the  Treaty  is  like  that  against  a  mad-dog ; 
and  every  one.  in  a  manner,  seems  engaged  in  running 
it  down. —  ^ 

That  it  has  received  the  most  tortured  interpreta-™ 
tion.  and  that  the  writings  against  it  (which  are  very 
industriously  circulated)  are  pregnant  of  the  most 
abominable  mis-representations,  admits  of  no  doubt; 
— yet.  there  are  to  be  found,  so  far  as  my  information 
extends,  many  well  disposed  men  who  conceive,  that 
in  the  settlement  of  tf/rf  disputes,  a  proper  regard  to 

very  calm.  mA  appeared  to  concur  in  lh«  impotnbility  of  a  public  mcamre  la 
relalioa  to  the  erml."  He  had  written  two  iliyi  pteviouily  ;  **  Mr.  Ham- 
mon'l  yeslcrflay  tFC«ived  his  lettm  of  rtcilt.  He  came  over  lo  ilale  to  ne, 
thai  he  had  levcrol  things  to  communicate  by  order,  ttlatjve  lo  (he  (reaiy,  on 
the  tuppoatidn  o/  iti  being  ralil'icil.  and  that  he  vrnulil  imparl  Iheni  to  mc  in  a 
tewdayi;  at  he  cipcclK  to  be  teailii  (oc  hi*  ilcpnituic  in  about  ■  (ortniebt  or 
three  woelm.  We  entered  into  fiume  contenatian  on  the  occurrtnca  al 
Charlaton,  upon  which  he  ipoke  with  moderalioii.  and  declared  tliai  be  ahouU 
represent,  when  he  reiutned  to  England,  the  aincctltj'  of  thb  gpvcniinnil  ia 
th«  bualoen  of  the  iicai;."— Jul;  agtli.— ^y^oriv. 
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feciprocal  justice  does  not  appear  in   the  Treaty ; 
whilst  others,  also  well  enough  affected  to  the  gov- 
tmmcnt,  arc  of  opinion  that  to  have  had  no  com- 
merctal    treaty    would     have    been   better,    for    this 
country  than  the   restricted  one,  agreed  to  ;    in  as 
much,  say  they,  the  nature  of  our  Exports  and  im- 
ports (without  any  extra,  or  violent  measures)  would 
have  forced  or  led  to  a  more  adequate  intercourse 
between  the  two  nations  without  any  of  those  shackles 
which  the  treaty  has  imposed.     In  a  word,   that  as 
wr  exports  consist  chiefly  of  provisions  and   raw 
fuaieriats,  which  to  the  manufacturers  in  G.  Britain, 
Md  to  their  Islands  in  the  West  Indies,  affords  em- 
plo)-mcnt  and  food ;  they  must  have  had  them  on  our 
tenns,  if  they  were  not  to  be  obtained  on  thetrojy»/ 
whilst  the  imports  of  this  country,  offers  the  best 
mart  for  their  fabrics  ;  and  of  course,  is  the  principal 
support  of  their  manufacturers ;  but  the  string  which 
is  most  played  on,  because  it  strikes  with  most  force 
the  popular  ear,  is  the  violation,  as  they  term  it,  of 
our  engagements  with  France  ;  or  in  other  words  the 
predilection  shown  by  that  instrument  to  G.  Britain 
attheexpence  of  the  French  nation. 
b     The  consequences  of  which  are  more  to  be  appre- 
hended  tlian  any,  which  are  likely  to  flow  from  other 
causes,  as  ground   of  opposition  ;  because,  whether 
the  fact  is,  in  any  degree  true  or  not,  it  is  the  inter- 
est of  the  French  (whilst  the  animosity,  or  jealousies 
between  the  two  nations  exist)  to  avail  themselves  of 
such  a  spirit  to  keep  us  and  G.  Britain  at  variance  ; 
d  they  will  in  my  opinion  accordingly  do  it — To 
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what  length  their  policy  may  induce  them  to  carry^ 
matters,  is  too   much   in  embryo  at  this  moment  to 
decide : — but  I  predict  much  embarrassment  to  the 
government  therefrom — -and  in  my  opinion,  too  much 
pains  cannot  be  taken  by  those  who  speak,  or  write, 
in  favor  of  the  treaty,  to  place  this  matter  in  its  true 
light- 

I  have  seen  with  pleasure,  that  a  writer  in  one  of 
the  New  York  papers  under  the  signature  of  Camil- 
lus.  has  promised  to  answer, — or  rather  to  defend 
the  treat)' — which  has  been  made  with  G.  Britain. — 
To  judge  of  this  work  from  the  first  number,  which 
I  have  seen,  I  auger  well  of  the  performance  and 
shall  expect  to  see  the  subject  handled  in  a  clear, 
distinct  and  satisfactory  manner: — but  if  measures 
are  not  adopted  for  its  dissemination  a  few  only  will 
derive  lights  from  the  knowledge  or  labor  of  the  au- 
thor ;  whilst  the  opposition  pieces  will  spread  their 
poison  in  all  directions ;  and  Congress,  more  than 
probable,  will  assemble  with  the  unfavorable  impres* 
sions  of  their  constituents.  The  diflference  of  con- 
duct between  the  friends  and  foes  of  order  and  good 
government,  is  in  nothing  more  striking  than  that  the 
latter  are  always  working  like  bees,  to  distil  their 
poison ;  whilst  the  former,  depending  often  times 
too  much  and  too  long  upon  the  sense  and  good  dis- 
positions of  the  people  to  work  conviction,  neglect 
the  means  of  effecting  it. 

With  sincere  esteem  &  regard 

I  am,  your  AfTecte.* 

'  Camilliu  wu  Hamilton  himself. 
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to  edmund  randolph,  secretary  of  state, 
[private.) 

MovkT  VedjKM*.  39  \x&f,  1795. 

My  DEAR  Sir, 

Your  private  letters  of  the  34th  and  2Sth  instant 
have  been  received,  and  you  will  learn  by  the  official 
letter  of  this  date  my  determination  of  returning  to 
Philadelphia  after  Monday,  if  nothing  in  the  interim 
casts  up  to  render  it  unnecessary. 

]  am  excited  to  this  resolution  by  the  violent  and 
exlraordinarj'  proceedings,  which  have  and  are  about 
ttking  place  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
may  be  expected   in  the  southern ;  because  I  think 
that  the  Memorial,  the  Rati6cation,  and  the  Instruc- 
tions, which  are  framing,  are  of  that  vast  magnitude 
2snot  only  to  require  great  individual  consideration, 
1    but  a  solemn  conjunct  revision.     The  latter  could 
Knot  take  place  if  you  were  to  come  here ;  nor  would 
^npe  be  that  source  of  information,  which  is  to  be 
^fcind  at,  and  is  continually  flowing  to  the  seat  of 
government;  and  besides,  in  the  course  of  deliber- 
ation on    these  great  objects,   the  examination  of 
official  papers   may  more   than  probable  be  found 
essential,  which  could   be   resorted   to  at  no  other 
place  than  Philadelphia. 

To  leave  home  so  soon  will  be  inconvenient.  A 
month  hence  it  would  have  been  otherwise;  and  was, 
as  I  hinted  to  you  before  I  left  the  city,  in  contem- 
plation by  me  for  the  purpose  of  Mrs.  Washington's 
remaining  here  till  November,  when  1  intended  to 
come  back  for  her.      But  whilst  I  am  in  oflice,  1  shall 
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never  suffer  private  convenience  to   interfere   with 
what  I  conceive  to  be  my  official  dut>'. 

I  view  the  opposition,  which  the  treaty  is  receiving 
from  the  meetings  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  in 
a  very  serious  light ;  not  because  there  is  more  weight 
in  any  of  the  objections,  which  are  made  to  it.  than 
was  foreseen  at  first,  for  there  are  none  in  s&me  of 
i^^rn,  z.n^ gross  misrepresentations  in  others;  nor  as 
it  respects  myself  personalty,  for  this  shall  have  no 
influence  on  my  conduct,  plainly  perceiving,  and  I  am 
accordingly  preparing  my  mind  for  it,  the  obloquy 
which  disappointment  and  malice  are  collecting  to 
heap  upon  me.  But  I  am  alarmed  on  account  of  the 
effect  it  may  have  on.  and  the  advantage  the  French 
government  may  be  disposed  to  make  of,  the  spirit 
which  is  at  work  to  cherish  a  belief  in  them,  that  the 
treaty  is  calculated  to  favor  Great  Britain  at  their 
expense.  Whether  they  believe  or  disbelieve  these 
tales,  the  effect  it  will  have  upon  the  nation  will  be 
nearly  the  same ;  for.  whilst  they  are  at  war  with  that 
power,  or  so  long  as  the  animosity  between  the  two 
nations  exists,  it  will,  no  matter  at  whose  expense,  be 
their  policy,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  will  be  their  con- 
duct to  prevent  us  from  being  on  good  terms  with 
Great  Britain,  or  from  her  deriving  any  advantages 
from  our  trade,  which  they  can  hinder,  however 
much  we  may  be  benefited  thereby  ourselves.  To 
what  length  this  policy  and  interest  may  carry  them 
is  problematical ;  but,  when  they  see  the  people  of 
this  country  divided,  and  such  a  violent  opposition 
given  to  the  measures  of  their  own  government  pre- 
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tended!)'  in  their  favor,  it  may  be  extremely  embar- 
rassing,  to  say  no  more  of  it. 

To  sum  the  whole  up  in  a  few  words,  I  have  never, 
since  I  have  been  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, seen  a  crisis,  which  in  my  judgment  has  been 
so  pregnant  of  interesting  events,  nor  one  from  which 
more  is  to  be  apprehended,  whether  viewed  on  one 
side  or  the  other.     From  New  York  there  is,  and  I 
am  told  will  further  be,  a  counter  current ;  but  how 
fonnidable  it  may  api>ear,  I  know  not     If  the  same 
docs  not  take  place  at  Boston  and  other  towns,  it  will 
afford  but  too  strong  evidence,  that  the  opposition  is 
in  a  manner  universal,  and  would  make  the  ratification 
a  very  serious  business  indeed.    But,  as  it  respects  the 
French,  counter  resolutions,  even  would,  for  the  reasons 
1  have  already  mentioned,  do  little  more  than  weaken, 
in  a  small  degree,  the  effect  the  other  side  would  have. 
I  have  written  and  do  now  enclose  the  letter,  the 
draft  of  which  was  approved  by  the  heads  of  depart- 
DKnts,  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston  ;  but 
if  new  lights  have  been  had  upon  the  subject,  since 
it  was  agreed    to,  or   if    upon    reconsideration    any 
alteration  should  be  deemed  necessary,  I  request  you 
to  detain  it  until  I   see  you.     Let  me  also  request, 
that  the  same  attention  may  be  given  to  the  draft  of 
a  letter  to   Portsmouth  and  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce at  New  York,  as  was  recommended  on  that 
occaaoD.     1  am,  &c 

P.S  I  add  to  the  paper  sent.  Chancellor  Living- 
ston's letter,*  and  wish,  if  it  is  best  to  give  it  an  an- 

'E^t^BiigdtMppcabuloaoftliclK*:^.   Sec  the  answer,  dated  AngnUMUl. 
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swer,  that  one  may  be  prepared  Although  thii 
letter  is  a  hurried  as  well  as  a  private  one,  I  have  n 
objection  to  the  confidential  officers  seeing  It.  and 
wish  them  to  prepare  their  minds  on  the  several  sub- 
jects mentioned  therein  against  I  arrive. 


to  edmund  randolph,  secretarv  of  state, 
[private,] 

Mount  Vrbmox,  ji  Jolr,  iTOsT 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

On  Wednesday  evening  I  sent  the  packet,  now 
under  cover  with  this,  to  the  post-office  in  Alexandria, 
to  be  forwarded  next  morning  at  the  usual  hour,  four 
o'clock,  by  the  Baltimore  mail.  But,  behold  !  when 
my  letter-bag  was  brought  back  from  the  office  and 
emptied,  I  not  only  got  those  which  were  addressed 
to  me.  among  which  yours  of  the  27th  was  one,  but 
those  also  which  I  had  sent  up  the  evening  before 

1  have  to  regret  this  blunder  of  the  postmaster,  oit 
account  of  the  enclosures,  some  of  which  I  wished  to 
have  got   to  your  hands  without  delay,  that  theyw 
might  have  undergone  the  consideration  and  acting^ 
upon,  which  was  suggested  in  the  letter  accompanying 
them.     On  another  account  I  am  not  sorry  for  thi 
return  of  the  packet  to  you,  as  I  resolved  thereupon 
and  reading  some    letters,  which    I   received  at  the 
same  time,  to  wait  your  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt 
of  my  letter  of  the   24th  instant,  before  I  would  set 
out ;  as  I  should  thereby  be  placed  on  a  certaintyfl 
whether  your  journey  hither,  or  mine  to  Philadelphia.  ~ 


4 


I'ould  under  all  circumstances  be  deemed  most  eligi- 
ble; or  whether  the  business  could  not  be  equally 
well  done  without  either:  repeating  now,  what  I  did 
io  my  letter  of  the  24th,  that  1  do  not  require  more 
than  a  day's  notice  to  repair  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  that,  if  you  and  the  confidential  officers 
with  you  are  not  clear  in  the  measures  which  are  best 
to  bz  pursued  in  the  several  matters  mentioned  in  my 
last,  my  own  opinion  is,  and  for  the  reasons  there 
given,  that  difficult  and  intricate  or  delicate  questions 
bd  better  be  settled  there,  where  the  streams  of 
oiformatton  are  continually  flowing  in.  and  that  I 
would  set  out  accordingly. 
To  be  wise  and  temperate,  as  well  as  firm,  the 
nt  crisis  most  eminently  calls  for.     There  is  too 
ch  reason  to  believe,  from  the  pains  which  have 
Wn  taken  before,  at,  and  since  the  advice  of  the 
Senate   respecting  the  treaty,   that   the  prejudices 
against  it  are  more  extensive  than  is  generally  im- 
agined.    This  1   have  lately  understood  to  be  the 
case  in  this  quarter,  from  men.  who  are  of  no  party, 
but  well-disposed  to  the  present  administration.    How 
should  it  be  otherwise,  when  no  stone  has  been  left 
unturned,   that  could  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  the   most  arrant  misrepresentation  of  facts ; 
that  their  rights  have  not  only  been  neglected,  but 
absolutely  sold;  that  there  are  no  reciprocal  advan- 
tages in  the  treaty  ;  that  the  benefits  are  all  on  the 
side  of  Great  Britain  ;  and,  what  seems  to  have  had 
more  weight  with  them  than  all  the  rest,  and  most 
,  that  the  treaty  is  made  with  the  design  to 
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Oppress  the  French,  in  open  violation  of  our  treaty 
with  that  nation,  and  contrary,  too,  to  every  principle 
of  gratitude  and  sound  policy  ?     In  time,  when  pas- 
sion shall  have  yielded  to  sober  reason,  the  current 
may  possibly  turn  ;  but.  In  the  mean  while,  this  gov-fl 
emmenc  in  relation  to  France  and  England  may  be 
compared  to  a  ship  between  the  rocks  of  Scylla  and  _ 
Charj'bdis.     If  the  treaty  is  ratified,  the  partisans  of  fl 
the  French,  (or  rather  of  war  and  confusion.)  will 
excite  them  to  hostile  measures,  or  at  least  to  un- 
friendly sentiments  ;  if  it  is  not,  there  is  no  foreseeing 
all  the  consequences,  which  may  follow,  as  it  respects^ 
Great  Britain.  f 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  hence,  that  I  am  or 
shall  be  disposed  to  quit  the  ground  I  have  taken, 
unless  circumstances  more  imperious  than  have  yet 
come  to  my  knowledge  should  compel  it ;  for  there 
is  but  one  straight  course,  and  that  is  to  seek  truth 
and  pursue  it  steadily.  But  these  things  are  men- 
tioned to  show,  that  a  close  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject is  more  than  ever  necessary,  and  that  they  arc 
strong  evidences  of  the  necessity  of  the  most  circum- 
spect conduct  in  carrying  the  determination  of  gov- 
ernment into  effect,  with  prudence  as  it  respects  our 
own  people,  and  with  every  exertion  to  produce  a._ 
change  for  the  better  from  Great  Britain.  fl 

The  memorial  seems  well  designed  to  answer  the 
end  proposed  ;  and  by  the  time  it  is  revised  and  new- 
dressed,  you  will  probably  (either  in  the  resolutions, 
which  are  or  will  be  handed  to  me,  or  in  the  news- 
paper publications,  which  you  promised  to  be  attentive 
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to,)  have  seen  all  the  objections  against  the  treaty, 
which  have  any  real  force  in  them,  and  which  may  be 
fit  subjects  for  representation  in  the  memorial,  or  in 
the  instructions,  or  both.  But  how  much  longer  the 
presentation  of  the  memorial  can  be  delayed  without 
exciting  unpleasant  sensations  here,  or  involving  seri- 
ous evils  elsewhere,  you,  who  are  at  the  scene  of 
information  and  action,  can  decide  better  than  I.  In 
a  matter,  however,  so  interesting  and  pregnant  of 
consequences  as  this  treaty,  there  ought  to  be  no 
precipitation  :  but.  on  the  contrary,  ever)-  step  should 
be  explored  before  it  is  taken,  and  ever>'  word  weighed 
before  it  is  uttered  or  delivered  in  writing. 

The  form  of  the  ratification  requires  more  diplo- 
matic experience  and  legal  knowledge  than  I  possess, 
or  have  the  means  of  acquiring  at  this  place,  and 
therefore  I  shall  say  nothing  about  it     I  am,  &c. 


TO  EDMUND    RANDOLPH,    SECRETARV  OP  STATE. 

Movirr  Vkrnon,  3  Autjuxt,  I}^5. 

Dear  Sir, 

No  mail  at  two  o'clock  yesterday  had  been  received 
in  Alexandria  from  Philadelphia  since  the  29th 
ultimo.  I  am  sending  up  this  afternoon  to  see  if  the 
expected  mail  of  this  day  is  in  ;  although  1  have  little 
hope  of  it,  as  the  violence  and  continuance  of  the 
rains  since  Thursday  last  has  been  such,  as  to  sweep 
every  thing  before  them,  and  to  do  great  damage  to 
the  gathered  and  growing  grain,  as  well  as  other 
things.      Of  course,  by  swelling  the  waters  and  carry- 
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ing  away  bridges,  the  intercourse  between  one  place" 
and  another,  where  these  were,  has  been  entirely  cut 
off.  This  circumstance,  added  to  the  inexcusable 
blunder  of  the  postmaster  in  Alexandria,  will  preventifl 
my  despatches,  which  ought  to  have  been  in  Phila- 
delphia on  Saturday  last,  from  getting  to  your  hands 
until  Thursday  next  at  soonest 

To  these  impediments  is  to  be  attributed,  I  presume, 
the  non-rcccption  of  the  Baltimore  resolutions,  for 
resolutions  1  am  told  have  been  passed  at  that  place.  — 
And  the  like  may  be  expected  from  Richmond,  a  | 
meeting  having  been  had  there  also,  at  which  Mr. 
Wythe,  it  is  said,  was  seated  as  moderator ;  by  chance 
more  than  design,  it  is  added.     A  queer  chance  this^ 
for  the  chancellor  of  a  State.'  ^ 

All  these  things  do  not  shake  my  determination 
with  respect  to  the  proposed  ratification,  nor  will  they, 
unless  something  more  imperious  and  unknown  to 
me  should,  in  the  judgment  of  yourself  and  the  gentle- 
men with  you,  make  it  advisable  for  me  to  pause. 
But  let  me  again  repeat  my  desire,  that,  as  fast  asfl 
these   kind  of  resolutions  or  addresses  (call    them 
what  you  will)  appear  in  the  papers /r^j  or  iron,  answers 
if  thought  advisable  may  be  drafted  and  sent  to  me,  ^ 
approved  by  all  of  you,  without  waiting  for  individual^ 
applications  on  each  one  separately ;  for  this  would 

'  "Some  hours  afier  my  incMcngcr  wu  deipalchcd  for  Alcxtndria,  lh«  Kicb* 
mOnd  pfuduciion  ivu  ilclivcivd  to  mc  by  the  ciprtst  *tnl  fur  thai  putpoae. 
Thcf  have  outdone  all  that  ha*  gone  befort  them  ;  but,  occordinE  to  the 
account  eivcn  by  the  expreu,  the  mccling  wu  not  numeroui,  and  «ome  o(  the 
prine<)'Bl  vhaciclen  not  in  town.  I  trnil  llie  |in)c«fdin^to  AleMtodria  to-day, 
to  go  on  by  the  fint  mail,  to  be  acted  upon  as  mentioned  in  former  letter*." — , 
Waihin£t«n  It  XaitJWfA,  4  Auj[uil,  1795. 


occasion  a  considerable  lapse  of  time,  in  the  first 
place;  and,  in  the  second,  would  be  saving  me  from 
some  writing  on  this  subject,  which  is  an  object,  as  I 
have  no  aid  (Mr.  Dandrtdge  being  with  his  friends  in 
Neir  Kent).     I  am,  &c 


TO  OUVER   WOLCOTT,    SECRETARV  OF     THE    TREASURY. 

Augori,  17^' 

At  what  time  should  Mr.  F's.  letter  be  made  known 
to  Mr.  R.  ? 

What  will  be  the  best  mode  of  doing  it  ?  In 
presence  of  the  Secretaries  and  Attorney-General  ? 

'UieJB  MarA,  1795,*  pMnett  corvette  was  captured  bjr  >  BriMdi  Tnaii.of- 
■n  oS  Pcsmaniae,  tnd  soiik  of  Faucfact's  dc&patchn  10  hit  govvciiaicut  wtre 
t^n.    Thete  dcspdicba  wcic  kdi  10  the  Britiib  ouniitti  in  Ihc   ITnilcd 
Shut,  llMiiaoail,  ind  hy  lum  neic  pvcn  to  Wi>lcoii,  aS  July.  >T95-     On  ihe 
itj  Wokvtl  thowod  one  dnpalch  tu  ricktriiig,  an<l  on  Ihe  ooil  <i»j  to 
:Uniey.GeneraI,  when  •  dcduon  «at  reached  lo  summon  Wuhinston 
IpUa.     On  the  3tu  Wolcolt  and  Pickering  wailed  upon  Rand^jilph, 
VfMl  him  10  write  to  Wuhinglon  reijucKiiiig  kit  rclurn.     On  thik  Kan- 
voicing  the   opinion  of   the  Cabinet,   thoagbl    it  expedient   (or  Ihe 
Lt  to  rclum  to  Philadelphia,  at  ihe  earliesl  pMMble  day,  u  tome  de- 
c^  U(ti  migbl   bt  seo««Mr7  in  ca>ni«i|uencir  ol  the  commuaication*  (rem 
lb.  Ilsmnioad.  then  about  to  lail  foi  England.     And  not  latislied  with  that. 
tUtring  wro4e  a  letter  for  Waihington't  "  own  eye  alone,"  Mvitig  '.  "  On  ttie 
■tjecial  the  iiuiy  I  i-onfat  thai  1  (eel  eilienie  Miliclliide  ;  ani)  (or  1  ifteiat 
I,  vhkll  can  be  commimicalcd  lo  fou  oiily  in  perwin.     I  entreat,  Iheie- 
,thu  you  wiU  teluro,  rith  all  conretiienl  ipeed.  10  the  >cat  of  govcmment. 
awtMlMe,  (w  Ihe  rcaioa  above  referred  10,  I  |jnty  you  to  decide  on  no 
political  naauua,  is  whateTcr  forro  it  may  be  ptetenled  lo  yuu." 
Wadnagtoit  readied  the  dir  on  Aoguil  1  ith.  and  Pickering  gave  him  an  ic^ 
(Mat  of  the  inlervcptcd  dctp^lch,  and  a  translation  of  it  made  by  lackering 
ntlrfi  viih  bim.     Pot  tome  dajn  the  Ptetidcnl  cunsidered  1  lie  in  alter,  and 
A*  betl  maaoier  of  bringing  it  before  Randolph,  and  lubmitted  to  Wolcott.  and 
(nbabl;  10  tb«  otlier  members  o(  Ihe  Cabinet,  the  queitionx  printed  in  the  text. 
The  islemptvd  deapaich  wat  No.   lO,  dated  10  Biumairc  (Jt   Oclober, 
ITH),  and  porponed  to  give  some  "  frttumti  ttrn/itiicm"  a!  Mr.  Randiilph 
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If  the  explanations  given  by  the  latter  are  not 
satisfactory,  whether,  besides  removal,  are  any  other 
measures  proper  to  be  taken,  and  what  ? 

Would  an  application  to  Mr.  A.  to  sec  the  para- 
graphs in  Nos.  3  and  6,  alluded  to  in  Fauchet's  letter, 
be  proper?  These  might  condemn  or  acquit  un- 
equivocally, and  if  innocent,  whether  R.  will  not 
apply  for  them  if  I  do  not  ? 


OD  (he  Western  insiureclion.  Afiec  Riving  >n  account  of  tke  iwo  poUlioI 
pkrtici— the  fcicialiiii  mil  the  «nti.federitiil— the  fixal  iolenal  uid  the 
■gricullun] — lie  moerleil  llic  |iTe|iondcran«  o(  the  ueamiy  in  goremmeBt  mJ 
in  bgikUlicn.  Under  the  inlluoiKCof  the  Fivnirh  Kevulutionllic*n6.[od«nliaM 
became  the  republicans  or  patriot!,  and.  attacking  th«  tteani;  and  in  policy, 
nflcred  a  momenlary  check.  The  populni  tocielies  (ormed  a  point  of  oqIm 
and  nntraliiation,  itrenglhened  by  the  mmnicrcial  aircM,  the  nibicction  of 
navigation,  and  (he  audacity  of  Great  Britain;  and  retolntioni  of  ccnxure 
were  pisud  againtt  the  government.  The  growing  coroplainli  of  lh«  rtpub- 
llcant  came  to  a  bead  on  the  passage  of  Ilii;  excise  law  ;  and  by  the  rnatmre* 
ol  reprmion,  under  the  pretext  of  giving  energy  lo  the  ifDvcmmcnl,  a*  Raa- 
dolph  had  tairf,  il  wa»  inlcnded  to  introduce  abtolute  iiowcr  unit  midc«d  tb« 
Prvtideol  into  paths  that  u-ould  conduct  him  lo  ungioputaiity.  Of  the  mcuaiti 
of  reprcMon  Hamilton  was  the  adviser  -.  Randolph farorcd  pncilic  i>cgotlat>a«, 
"Two  Of  three  days  before  the  iiroelamailon  w«i  pubiUhcd,  and  of  co«t«e 
before  theCabinet  had  resolved  on  its  measures.  Mr.  Randolph  t^ame  lowe 
me  with  an  air  of  great  eagemeiu,  and  made  to  me  the  oreiturcs  of  whicb  I 
have  given  you  an  account  in  my  Ncj.  C.  Thus  with  totne  Ihouiand*  of  do)- 
lari.  the  republic  could  have  decided  on  civil  war  or  on  peace  !  Thua  tbccon- 
*ciences  of  the  pretended  painota  of  America  already  have  their  price*  I  II  i* 
very  tnie  that  the  ccriainiy  oF  these  condiuion*,  painful  to  be  dra*m.  will 
forever  exist  in  our  archives  !  What  will  be  the  old  age  of  Ibis  govern  men  t  if  it 
is  thus  early  decrepit  \"  The  cauaeof  all  this  wu  laid  at  Hamilton'*  door,  who 
hod  made  of  the  wIiaIc  nation  *  Ktock-johbiiii;.  t]>rciilating,  tclfiiA  people- 
Some  patriots  might  be  found,  like  Monroe.  Madison,  and  JeSerson.  The 
inie  queilion  to  Itc  sedled  was  the  destniciion  or  the  triumph  of  the  ireakuiy 
policy-  The  Prctidenl'i  niitrcbing  against  the  inturrrction  wa«  an  act  ol 
wisdom  ;  the  conduct  ot  Uamillon  wai  a  piece  of  deep  policy,  lo  e»t«bliib  a 
more  perfect  intimacy  with  the  Pretident,  whow  name  was  alone  a  nffident 
Bhtrld  again iti  attack. 

The  despatch  is  printed  in  full  in  Conway.  Edmund  Hamja^k,  Vja. 
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If  upon  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  it  should 
appear  less  dark  than  at  present,  but  not  so  clear  as 
10  restore  confidence,  in  what  hght,  and  on  what 
ground  is  the  removal  to  appear  before  the  public  ? 

What  immediate  steps  arc  necessary  to  be  taken 
as  soon  as  R.  is  resolved  on,  if  that  should  be  the 
cue,  with  respect  to  the  archives  in  that  ofifice  ? 

If  the  letter  of  F.  is  the  only  evidence  and  that 
thought  sufficient  to  the  removal,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  giving  the  letter  to  the  public  with- 
out any  comments,  on  the  ground  on  which  the 
measure  of  the  Executive  respecting  the  removal  is 
founded  ?  It  would  speak  for  itself ;  a  part,  without 
the  whole,  might  be  charged  with  unfairness.  The 
public  would  expect  reasons  for  the  sudden  removal 
of  so  high  an  officer,  and  it  will  be  found  not  easy  to 
avoid  saying  too  little  or  too  much  upon  such  an 
occasion,  as  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  removed 
officer  will  acquiesce  without  attempting  a  justifica- 
tion, or  at  least  to  do  away  by  explanation  the  sting 
of  the  letter  of  accusation  ',  unless  he  was  let  down 
easily,  to  do  which  I  see  no  way  ;  for  if  guilty  of  what 
ischarged,  he  merits  no  favor,  and  if  he  is  not,  he  will 
accept  none  ;  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  what 
turn  he  and  his  friends  will  give  to  the  act,  namely, 
that  his  friendship  for  the  French  nation,  and  his 
Opposition  to  a  complete  ratification  have  been  the 
cause.' 

'  Oa  AogiMt  19th,  in  the  prcMacc  of  Wolcott,  Pickering,  and  BndfonI, 
VuUngtoa  gare  to  RMidotph  ihu  inlcrcrploit  ^ctfmtch,  >ii<l  the  Secretaiy 
NfMtttdu  oppotiunhy  toihrowhisidcason  p*pcT.    Initead  of  so  doing,  he 
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TO    EDMUND    RANDOLPH. 

PlttLADKLPHIA,  90  AugVU.  I7M- 

Sir. 

Your  resignation  of  the  office  of  State  is  receivt 
Candor  induces  me  to  give  you  in  a  few  words  the 
following  narrative  of  facts. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Fauchet,  with  the  contents  of 
which  you  were  made  acquainted  yesterday,  was,  as 
you  supposed,  an  intercepted  one.  It  was  sent  by  Lord 
Grenville  to  Mr.  Hammond,  by  him  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary-  of  the  Treasury,  by  him  shewn 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Attorney-General ; 
and  a  translation  thereof  was  made  by  the  former  , 
for  me.  ^H 

At  the  time  Mr.  Hammond  delivered  the  letter,  h^^ 
requested  of  Mr.  Wolcott  an  attested  copy,  which 
was    accordingly    made    by  Mr.  Thornton,  his  late 
secretary,  and  which  is  understood  to  remain  at  pre*    | 
ent  with   Mr.  Bond.     Whether  it  is  known  to  others 
I  am  unable  to  decide.  ^^ 

Whilst  you  are  in  pursuit  of  means  to  remove  th9^ 
strong  suspicions  arising  from  this  letter,  no  disclos- 
ure of  its  contents  will  be  made  by  me :  and  I  will 
enjoin    the    same    on    the    public    officers,    who    are 


tenl  in  htn  rciii|;nAti(in  Ihtt  evening.  On  the  3l(]  Wsihinglon  gave  him  a  copf 
ot  Fttuchri'i  No.  lo,  and  (he  ei.Secretnry  at  once  lel  out  (or  Newport  lo  *« 
Fauchet,  and  obtain  fioni  him  a  denial  of  the  iniinuaUonii  ccintiiticd  la  thai 
deBjiatch.  In  Ibis  lie  claimed  l'>  liave  lucceeded.  "  I  Inut  Ihat  1  am  ia  pos- 
leuion  of  luch  maicrtaU.  not  only  from  Mr.  Faucbet.  but  alio  froon  otber 
iiourccii,  at  will  convince  every  unprejudiced  mind  Ihal  my  te^snatloti  vm 
dii'UiIrd  tiy  c  unhide  rat  I  crnb  which  oiig^hl  not  ti>  havt  lieen  mi«teif  [o«  ■  mo- 
m«nt ;  and  ihai  ererj-lliing  connected  with  It,  tiandi  upon  a  fooling  pcrfecllf 
hoooffablc  lo  myself." — Randolfk  te  WaiAiitgUH,  15  Seplember,  179$. 
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acquainted  with  the  purport  of  it ;  unless  something 
sbll  appear  to  render  an  explanation  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  government;  of  which  I  will  be  the  judge. 
A  copy  of  Mr.  Fauchet's  letter  shall  be  sent  to  you. 
Nft  6,  referred  to  therein,  I  have  never  seen. 

I  am,  &c 


i 


To  JOHN   ADAMS,   VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

PHILADELTHIA,  10  AvgiBK,  I79S. 

Deak  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  loth  instant  with 
its  enclosures.  They  contain  a  great  deal  of  interest- 
ii^  matter,  and  No.  9  discloses  much  important  infor- 
mation and  political  foresight.  For  this  proof  of 
four  kindness  and  confidence,  I  pray  you  to  accept 
By  best  and  most  cordial  thanks. 

Mr.  John  Adams,*  your  son,  must  not  think  of 
retiring  from  the  walk  he  is  now  in.  His  prospects, 
i(  he  pursues  It,  arc  fair;  and  I  shall  be  much  mis- 
laken  if.  io  as  short  a  time  as  can  well  be  expected, 
he  is  not  found  at  the  head  of  the  diplomatic  corps, 
let  the  government  be  administered  by  whomsoever 
the  people  may  choose. 

The  embarrassment  into  which  he  was  thrown  by 
the  unforeseen  events,  which  so  soon  took  place  in 
Holland  after  he  had  received  his  first  instructions 
and  had  arrived  in  that  countr)'.  have  long  since  been 
itmoved,  and  he  can  be  at  no  loss  now  as  to  the 
course  to  pursue. 

'JcfcaQnmcj  AdaM*,  tbco  Mtnider  Iram  ihc  Uniied  SUtesin  Holluid. 
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Long  before  this  letter  can  have  reached  you,  my 
answer  to  the  Boston  resolutions  will,  I  presume, 
have  been  published  in  the  gazettes  of  that  place, 
notwithstanding  the  delays  it  met  with  in  getting 
thither ;  first,  from  a  mistake  of  the  postmaster  in 
Alexandria,  who.  mixing  it  with  the  despatches  that 
were  addressed  to  me.  returned  it  by  the  messenger, 
who  carried  my  letters  to  his  office,  which  necessarily 
detained  it  three  days :  and  the  immense  falls  of  rain 
and  destruction  of  bridges  which  followed,  and  pre- 
vented all  travelling  for  at  least  three  days  more. 

Whether  it  was  from  the  spark,  which  kindled  the 
fire  in  Boston,  that  the  Barnes  have  spread  so  exten- 
sively, or  whether  the  torch  by  a  preconcerted  plan 
was  lit  ready  for  the  explosion  in  alt  parts,  so  soon  as 
the  advice  to  ratify  the  treaty  should  be  announced, 
remains  to  be  developed ;  but.  as  the  ratification 
thereof,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  has 
passed  from  me,  the  meetings  in  opposition  to  the 
constituted  authorities  are  as  useless  at  all  times,  as 
they  are  improper  and  dangerous..'  My  best  respects 
to  Mrs.  Adams,  and,  with  sincere  regard.  1  am,  &c. 

I  The  latlficaiiin  uf  the  tremy  wii  »i|>neil  tij  (he  Preiildeni  on  the  tSih  «f 
Au^tt.  The  queilion  wnx  brought  before  the  cabinet  (lio  day  atler  hit  anival 
in  PhiUdclpbia.  and  diwaucd  anew.  "  The  Secretarjr  of  State  maintaiaed 
dni^y  (he  opinion,  (hut.  iluiin|{  the  nuitcnceof  the  provision  order,  and  daring 
the  war  between  England  and  France.  thi&  tlep  ought  not  lo  br  taken.  Thi* 
opinion  did  not  prevail.  The  resolution  wa«  adopted  tortiifyihe  tr«alyiiiune> 
diately,  and  to  accompany  ihc  ralilicalion  with  ■  ttrong  memoTJal  agaiBU  the 
provinon  order,  which  ahould  convey  in  cxplicil  Icimii  the  hcnteof  the  Anrni- 
can  government  on  thai  subject.  By  ihii  coune  the  views  of  the  executive 
were  happily  accompilfthcd.  The  ocilcr  wo^  revoked,  and  the  ratifcaiioot  of 
lh«  treaty  were  happily  eichanged." — Maksuaix's  Uft  af  WaikatgUn,  sd 
ediL.ToL  ii.,  p.  36$. 
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TO   ROBERT   R.    LIVINGSTON. 


Dear  Sir, 


FBtLAUUTHiA,  90  Angatt,  tj^ 


dated 


r 


» 


1  received  your  fa 
subjea  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  the  day  pre- 
ceding my  departure  for  Mount  Vernon,  from  whence 
I  imended  to  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  it ; 
but  so  many  letters  of  a  public  nature  were  poured 
upon  me  at  that  place,  and  the  urgency  of  the  busi- 
ness in  which  I  have  since  been  engaged,  have  pre- 
vented my  doing  it  till  now. 

Aiming  only  to  promote  and  secure  the  true  Inter- 
ests of  my  countr)',  1  willingly  receive  information 
emicerning  those  interests  from  my  fellow-citizens. 
The  opinions  and  reasonings  of  enlightened  men  are 
particularly  acceptable :  but.  as  it  happens  in  other 
matters,  so  in  this,  they  are  extremely  variant.  You 
deem  the  treaty  palpably  defective  and  pregnant 
with  evils;  others  think  it  contains  substantial  good. 
For  myself.  I  freely  own,  that  I  cannot  discern  in 
it  the  mischiefs  you  anticipate.  On  the  contrary, 
although  it  docs  not  rise  to  all  our  wishes,  yet  it 
appears  to  me  calculated  to  procure  to  the  United 
States  such  advantages,  as  entitle  it  to  our  ac- 
ceptance. My  final  act  of  course  conforms  to  this 
opinion. 

I  feel  myself  greatly  obliged  by  your  expressions 
of  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment,  and,  if  the  unvary- 
ing integrity  of  my  views  have  deserved  them,  they 
will  not  now  be  withdrawn ;  for  I  can  merit  your 
good  opinion,  and  tlie  general  approbation  of  my 
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fellow-citizens,  only  by  a  conscientious  discharge  of 
what  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty.  With  great  esteem 
and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    JAMES    ROSS. 

PidUDiLMitA,  03  AncMt,  170$. 

Dear  Sik, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  3d 
instant  I  am  perfectly  satis6ed  with  all  your  trans- 
actions with  Colonel  Shreve,  and  will  ratify  them 
whensoever  the  papers  shall  be  produced. 

The  seaport  towns,  or  rather  parts  of  them,  are 
involved,  and  are  endeavoring  as  much  as  in  them 
lies  to  involve  the  community  at  large,  in  a  violent 
opposition  to  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  ts 
ratified  as  far  as  the  measure  depends  upon  me.  The 
general  opinion,  however,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  come 
at  it  is.  that  the  current  is  turning. 

The  consequences  of  such  proceedings  are  more 
easily  foreseen  than  prevented,  if  no  act  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  is  suffered  to  go  into  execution 
unaccompanied  with  the  poison  of  malignant  opposi- 
tion. If  one  could  believe  that  the  meetings,  which 
have  taken  place,  spoke  the  general  sense  of  the 
people  on  the  measure  they  condemned,  it  might  with 
truth  be  pronounced,  that  it  is  as  difficult  to  bear 
prosperity  as  adversity,  and  that  no  situation  or  con- 
dition in  life  can  make  them  happy.  But,  being 
hurried.  I  shall  not  dwell  on  this  subject,  and  only 
add,  that  with  much  truth  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c 
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TO  CHARLES  COTESWORTH   PINCKNEV.' 

PiitLADKLnttK.  14  Aupitf,  t7i>s. 

My  DEAR  Sir, 

The  office  of  Secretary  of  State  has  become  vacant 
bftbe  resignation  of  Mr.  Randolph.      Is  the  period 
yet  arrived  when  the  situation  of  your  private  con- 
cons  would  permit  you  to  accept  it  ?     As  a  prelimi* 
nary  mean  of  information,  I  have  resorted  to  your 
letter  of  the  24th  of  February,  1794;  and,   though 
tie  lime  there  allotted  for  arranging  them  is  not 
quite  accomplished,  there  Is  not  much  wanting  of  it. 
And  I  have  heard,  besides,  that  you  were  in  a  man- 
ner retiring  from  the  pursuits  of  your  profession. 
Itisunnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  sentiments,  which 
'    jTOu  have  so  often  heard  me  express,  respecting  my 
wishes  to  see  you  in  the  administration  of  the  general 
government ;  the  sincerity  of  which   you  can  have 
DO  doubt.     Equally  unnecessary  is  it  for  me  to  ob- 
serve to  you,  that  the  affairs  of  this  country  are  in  a 
riolent  paroxysm,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  its  old 
and  uniform  friends  to  assist  in  piloting  the  vessel 
in  which  we  are  all  embarked  between  the  rocks  of 
Scylla  and  Charybdis  ;  for  more  pains  never  were 
taken,  I   believe,  than  at  this  moment,  to  throw  it 
open  one  or  the  other,  and  to  embroil  us  in  the 
disputes  of  Europe. 
B  1  shall  add  nothing  further,  however,  on  this  sub- 
Kect ;  for  nothing.  I  am  certain,  I  could  say,  would  be 
"new  to  a  person  of  yourobservation  and  information. 
I  will  come,  therefore,  to  the  point  at  once.     Can 

'  The  p«silM«  vM  fint  tcndeivd  la  Thomu  Johnion. 


yoii,  or  can  you  not,  make  it  comport  with  your  con- 
venience and  inclination  to  accept  the  appointment 
of  Secretary  of  State  ?  If  you  answer  in  the  affirai- 
ative,  it  will  occur  to  you  instantly,  that  an  office  of 
such  dignity  and  high  importance  ought  not  to  be 
without  a  head  at  such  a  crisis  as  this  a  moment,  if  it 
could  well  be  avoided.  If  (which  I  should  sincerely 
regret)  your  answer  should  be  in  the  negative,  the 
less  there  is  said  of  the  offer  the  better,  (for  reasons 
which  will  readily  occur  to  you.)  In  cither  case,  be 
so  good  as  to  favor  me  with  an  answer  as  soon  as 
your  mind  is  made  up  relative  thereto.  With  vcfy_ 
sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c.' 


to  alexander  hamilton, 
[private.] 

Philaoklthia,  3t  Augnn,  I 


Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Since  my  return  to  this 
letter  from  you  dated  

We  know   officially,    as 


city.  I  have  received    * 
—  August, 
well  as  from  the  efTcCtSi 


that  an  order  for  seizing  all  provision  vessels  goif*fi 
to  France  has  been  issued  by  the  British  govermen*^  > 
but  so  secretly,  that  as  late  as  the  27th  of  June  *' 

■  Adcr  a  brief  ctAtcmenl  of  his  privUe  affalni,  Mr.  Pinckncy  •ddrd    '' 
reply: 

"  Under  th«e  citcum»liiite»  il  i>  not  in  my  power  to  accept  the  e!ev«'*° 
Matlon,  in  which  ym  have  *o  ohVipaglj  offered  lo  place  me  ;  and  while  1 4** 
clin«  thti  idleraied  Inttance  of  your  (riendahip  and  pactialiljr,  I  confcn  I  ^'* 
it  with  tigrel ;  ttn  itunny  clouds  ovBrhanging  th«  political  horizon.  lO  f*i  Ira"* 
preventing  me  (lom  coning  (oraard  in  public  oAce,  would  rather  indun  >i>' 
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had  not  been  published  in  London  :  It  was  com- 
municated to  the  cruisers  only,  and  not  known  until 
the  captures  brought  it  to  light. — By  these  high 
banded  measures  of  that  government,  and  the  out- 
rageous.  and  insulting  conduct  of  its  ofificers,  it  would 
seem  next  to  impossible  to  keep  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  G.  Britain. 

To  this  moment  we  have  received  no  explanation 
of  Home's  conduct  from  their  chai^^  des  affaires 
here  ;  altbo'  application  was  made  for  it  before  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Hammond  ;  on  the  statement  of 
Govr.  Fenner,  and  complaint  of  the  French  Minister. 
— Conduct  like  this,  disarm  the  friends  of  Peace 
and  order,  while  they  are  the  very  things  which 
those  of  a  contrary  description  are  wishing  to  see 
practiced. — 

I  meant  no  more  than  barely  to  touch  upon  these 
subjects,  in  this  letter,  the  object  of  it  being,  to 
request  the  favor  of  you  to  give  me  the  points  on 
which,  in  your  opinion,  our  new  Negociator  is  to 
dwell ;  when  we  come  into  the  field  of  negociation 
again. — agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Senate ; — agreeably  to  what  ^ippears  to  have  been 
contemplated  by  Mr.  Jay  and  Lord  Grenvtile  at 
the  close  of  the  treaty  subscribed  by  them ;  and 
agreeably   also    to    what    you    conceive    ought    to 

B  im[^  ««c,  did  DM  the  itaMns  nenlioned  in  (he  letter  I  hftve  ftboi«  refeired 
M  wn  opcnl*.  [  laaicsl  Ibejrdo  wa\  bm.  (hut  clKamtlacitccl.  I  can  only 
npMI  (tf  ^h■■^^  (or  toiu  nuny  favon,  knd  offei  my  bnl  withes  Ua  Ibe  prai< 
fartty  «<  ear  luppr  eowtiutlon.  lad  for  him  who,  I  doubt  noi.  will  with  hU 
hhI  kWUtjr  pilot  wfcly  the  vntcl  In  which  wc  arc  ill  cmbukcd."— Ch»rlc«- 
la,  ScpUaber  i6Ui. 
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be  brought  forward,  and  t'nsisttd  upon,  on  this 
occasion. 

I  am  sorry  I  have  been  so  late  in  applying  for  this 
opinion  ;  but  a  coincidence  of  unexpected  events  have 
involved  me  in  more  than  usual  business  ;  and  some 
of  it  not  of  a  vef)'  pleasant  nature.  This  has  occa- 
sioned the  delay  ; — but  the  pro's  and  con's  relative  to 
the  Treaty  that  i>and  the  treaty  that  ought  to  be,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  opponents,  are  so  much  in  your 
view,  that  if  you  wanted  a  remembrancer,  you  would 
be  at  no  loss  from  these  discussions  to  advert  to 
them  ;  and  you  will  require  but  little  time  to  furnish 
me  with  what  I  have  here  asked.  This  I  press  with 
more  earnestness,  inasmuch  as  circumstances  will 
render  it  verj-  inconvenient  for  me  to  remain  here 
longer  than  the  present  week,  (before  I  return  to 
Mount  Vernon  for  my  family)  but  which  I  must  do, 
until  the  Instructions  for  the  new  Negociator  is 
com  pleated. 

Altho'  you  are  not  in  the  Administration — a  thing 
I  sincerely  regret — I  must,  nevertheless  (knowing 
how  intimately  acquainted  you  are  with  all  the  con- 
cerns of  this  countrj')  request  the  favor  of  you  to  note 
down  such  occurrences,  as  in  your  opinion  are  proper 
subjects  for  communication  to  Congress  at  their  next 
session ;  and  particularly  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  treaty  should  be  brought  forward  to  that  body ; 
as  it  will  in  any  aspect  it  is  susceptible  of  receiving 
be  the  source  of  much  declamation ;  and  will  I  have 
no  doubt  produce  a  hot  session.  With  sincere  regard 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  aflfecte.  and  obedt 
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TO    JOHN    JAY. 

(PBITATE.) 

Mr  BEAR  Sir.  pHiiADM.pm*.  31  A«gi»i.  ijvs. 

You  will  have  Icamt  from  the  public  gazettes,  and 
through  other  more  authentic  channels,  that  all  that 
rested  with  me  to  do  to  give  ratification  to  the  treaty 
betveen  this  country  and  Great  Britain  is  already 
accomplished.  Mr.  Pinckney's  absence  from  the 
coort  of  London,  the  information  and  aids  it  was 
apected  he  would  derive  from  Mr.  Short's  presence 
and  acquaintance  with  matters  at  that  of  Madrid,  the 
pecuniary  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Molland  requiring 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Adams  in  that  country,  and  the 
Ihtle  knowledge  wc  had  of  the  character  and  qualifi> 
cations  of  Mr.  Deas,'  have  occasioned  no  little  embar- 
rassment in  this  business.  However,  a  mode  is 
adopted  which  I  hope  will  be  effectual. 

It  has  not  been  the  smallest  of  these  embarrass- 
ments, that  the  domineering  spirit  of  Great  Britain 
should  revive  again  just  at  this  crisis,  and  the  out- 
r^ieous  and  insulting  conduct  of  some  of  her  officers 
should  combine  therewith  to  play  into  the  hands  of 
the  discontented,  and  sour  the  minds  of  those,  who 
are  friends  to  peace,  order,  and  friendship  with  all 
the  world  ;  but  this  by  the  by. 

The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  pray  you  to  aid  me  with 
wch  hints,  relative  to  those  points,  which  you  conceive 
to  be  fit  subjects  for  the  further  friendly  negotia- 
tions on  the  trade  with  Great  Britain,  agreeably  to 
liie  recommendation  of  the  Senate  ;  and  which  appear 

■Chug«  d'AfiuTd  ia  Luodon,  during  Mr.  fiockucy't  abxenct  M  Madrid. 


To  express  all  the  sensibility,  which  has  been 
died  in  my  breast  by  the  receipt  of  young  Lafay- 
"•te's  letter,  from  the  recollection  of  his  father's 
nufils,  services,  and  sufferings,  from  my  friendship 
(or  him.  and  from  my  wishes  to  become  a  friend  and 
(ither  to  his  son  is  unnecessary.  Let  me  in  a  few 
wOfiis  declare,  that  I  will  be  his  friend ;  but  the  man- 
ner of  becoming  so,  considering  the  obnoxious  light 
it  which  his  father  is  viewed  by  the  French  govern- 
laeni,  and  my  own  situation  as  the  executive  of  the 
United  States,  requires  more  time  to  consider  in  all 
its  relations,  than  I  can  bestow  on  it  at  present,  the 
letters  not  having  been  in  my  hands  more  than  an 
hour,  and  I  myself  on  the  point  of  setting  out  for 
Virginia  to  fetch  my  family  back,  whom  I  left  there 
alwut  the  ist  of  August. 

The  mode,  which  at  the  first  view  strikes  mc  as 
the  most  eligable  to  answer  his  purposes  and  to  save 
appearances,  is,  first,  to  administer  all  the  consolation 
to  the  young  gentleman,  that  he  can  derive  from  the 
most  unequivocal  assurances  of  my  standing  in  the 
place  of  and  becoming  to  him  a  father,  friend,  pro- 
tector, and  supporter.  But,  secondly,  for  prudential 
motives,  as  they  may  relate  to  himself,  his  mother 
Md  friends,  whom  he  has  left  behind,  and  to  my  offi- 
<ul  character,  it  would  be  best  not  to  make  these 
sentiments  public ;  and  of  course  it  would  be  incliga- 
ble,  that  he  should  come  to  the  seat  of  the  general 
go\'crnmcnt,  where  all  the  foreign  characters  (particu- 
larly that  of  his  own  nation)  are  residents,  until  it  is 
seen  what  opinions  will  be  excited  by  his  arrival ; 


especially,  too,  as  I  shall  be  necessarily  absent  five  or 
six  weeks  from  it  on  business  in  several  places. 
Thirdly,  considering  how  important  it  is  to  avoid 
idleness  and  dissipation,  to  improve  his  mind,  and  to 
give  him  all  the  advantages,  which  education  can  be- 
stow, my  opinion  and  my  advice  to  him  are.  if  he  is 
qualified  for  admission,  that  he  should  enter  as  a 
student  at  the  university  in  Cambridge,  although  it 
should  be  for  a  short  time  only ;  the  expense  of 
which,  as  also  of  every  other  means  for  his  support, 
I  will  pay.  And  I  now  authorize  you.  my  dear  Sir, 
to  draw  upon  mc  accordingly  ;  and,  if  it  is  in  any  de- 
gree necessary  or  desired,  that  M.  Frestcl,  his  tutor, 
should  accompany  him  to  the  university  in  that  char- 
acter, any  arrangements  which  you  shall  make  for 
the  purpose,  and  any  expense  thereby  incurred  for  the 
same,  shall  be  borne  by  me  in  like  manner. 

One  thing  more,  and  I  will  conclude.  Let  me  pray 
you,  my  dear  Sir,  to  impress  upon  young  Lafayette's 
mind,  and  indeed  upon  that  of  his  tutor,  that  the 
reasons  why  I  do  not  urge  him  to  come  to  me  have 
been  frankly  related,  and  that  their  prudence  must 
appreciate  them  with  caution.  My  friendship  for  his 
father,  so  far  from  being  diminished,  has  increased 
in  the  ratio  of  his  misfortunes;  and  my  inclination 
to  serve  the  son  will  be  evidenced  by  my  conduct. 
Reasons,  which  will  readily  occur  to  you,  and  which 
can  easily  be  explained  to  him,  will  account  for 
my  not  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  or  M. 
Frestel's  letter.  With  sincere  esteem  and  regard, 
am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


p.  S.  You  will  perceive,  that  young  Lafayette  has 
taken  the  name  of  Metier.  Whether  it  is  best  he 
stould  retain  it,  and  aim  at  perfect  concealment,  or 
not,  depends  upon  a  better  knowledge  of  circum- 
stances than  I  am  possessed  of :  and  therefore  I  leave 
ihis  matter  to  your  own  judgment,  after  a  consulta- 
tioo  with  the  parties.' 


TO  TIMOTHY    PICKERING,    SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 

tpHIVATE.) 

EunOM,  9  September,  179s. 

Dear  Sir, 

[  had  no  time  yesterday  morning  to  look  into  the 
luettcs,  nor  did  I  know  until  the  evening  that  the 
riench  frigate  Medusa  had  slipped  her  cables,  and 
pot  to  sea  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  was  followed  in  a 
fc*  hours  by  the  Africa, 

't<b]r(ueaadhis(atotd«(ennuieiliopi  (oNe*  VMk,  where  ih«y expected 
braMt  with  «  friend,  M.  LtColombc,  until  (urihei  direction*  night  b« 
■Wb^  from  WtttuDi^on. 

"It'll  •■  thiimoincDt  o(  «olicilwd«,  thai  I  wiii-ed  lo  testify  lo  Ihcin  the 
tt^pnlj  <A  jDDi  iBtcDtiont,  bj  eipreuini;  Ihoiie  uncqulvool  auuiancch  of 
'nrfdilp,  whkk  yourfoodnaM  had  dictated,  and  wliich  wcir  leueivtd  with 
**»Tt»otioo  o[  the  moft  lively  leiuibiUty.  A  convrtmtion  lucceeded.  which 
W  ix  iu  object  a  relief  from  their  preteni  perplexity  nith  the  leant  poetibl* 
■"tetion  (nnn  tbe  paili  you  had  propoMd.  In  addilion  \n  the  luuiii-ei  already 
"fiuned  (or  remoring  farther  than  Cambridge,  it  wm  urgrd  ilint  the  studici 
MK  uaaJIl' pMHUing  by  M.  Malier  are  entirely  dilTcrenl  from  thoiic  pie«cribed 
^■f  cf  ewiwfv«nUie4,  and  ihai  yuur  dctires  ihetelure  will  be  betl  accom. 
fitted  by  «  eondDuance  in  hii  pretext  couiip  under  M.  Frniel.  It  woi 
ifclHul,  fao«renr,  that  other  aidi  would  be  requisite  in  thou  branches  of 
"fcolk*.  which  M.  Picitcl  da«a  not  piofn*.  With  a  view  lo  lb<'Bc.  and  to 
(wMot  with  them  abMinence  from  tociely,  it  ii  thought  best  lo  icck  a 
fWiM  sear  Mue  prindpal  town,  where  oil  the  Jetiderata  can  be  found." 
-Giji  Ca^l  ta   tViMtiirngtett,  |6  September,  Ijgj. 
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This  circumstance,  be  the  result  what  it  may,  I  k 
gret  exceedingly,  because  the  effect  of  the  order  for" 
the  departure  of  the  latter  will  be  the  same,  as  to  the 
British,  as  if  she  had  been  in  the  harbor  of  Newport, 
and  we  shall  obtain  no  credit  for  it  from  the  French 
and  their  partisans.  For  as  the  appearance,  how- 
ever false,  is  susceptible  of  the  interpretation,  so  it 
will  be  said,  that  the  order  was  never  intended  to  be 
issued  until  it  was  known  there  would  be  nothing  for 
it  to  operate  upon.  ^| 

The  purpose,  however,  of  my  writing  you  this  let- 
ter is  to  request,  that  Mr.  Monroe  may  be  immedi- 
ately and  fully  informed  of  facts,  and  directed  to 
represent  them  truly  as  they  are ;  for  it  may  be  re. 
lied  upon,  if  the  Medusa  escapes  being  captured,  M. 
Fauchet  (whose  mind  is  ardent,  and  who  docs  not 
leave  this  country  with  the  most  favorable  impres- 
sions of  the  views  of  the  government  towards  his 
own)  will  paint  this  transaction  in  very  high  colors ; 
and  among  other  things  will  say.  that,  after  waiting 
in  vain  a  month  to  see  if  the  executive  would  take 
effectual  notice  of  the  indignity  offered  to  him,  and 
the  insult  to  its  own  sovereignty,  he  was  obliged  to 
forego  his  passage,  or  run  the  hazards  he  did  to  ac- 
complish it.  Being  in  a  hurry,  and  just  upon  the 
point  of  proceeding,  I  will  only  add,  that,  with  sii^^ 
ccrity  and  truth,  I  am,  &c.'  ^| 

'  The  AtfJuia  wu  blockaded  in  the  luiboT  a(  Newport  by  ihe  British  (riffle 
Afrita.  A  ilorm  drove  the  Afrita  from  her  pMitinn  neu  lli*  tbore,  ■ml  ihc 
Coinmandrr  of  ihr  Miduta  look  ailvHnlage  t>\  this  ciicumitance,  cut  bit  ublc 
and  put  lo  ita,  M.  Fauchet  embarked  lor  Fnnce  on  board  this  veucl. 
wu  chated  by  the  Afrita,  but  not  overtaken. 
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TO   HBNRV    KNOX. 

Mount  Vbknon,  ao  Septnnber,  t79S. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir. 

I  received  with  great  pleasure  the  letter  you  wrote 
lome  from  Boston,  dated  the  ad  of  this  month,  as  I 
^ways  shall  do  any  others  you  may  favor  me  with. 
This  pleasure  was  increased  by  hearing  of  the  good 
health  of  Mrs.  Knox  and  your  family,  and  the 
agrecableness  of  your  establishment  at  St.  George's, 
in  the  Province  of  Maine.  1  may  add,  also,  that 
tBe  account  given  of  the  favorable  disposition  of 
ife  people  generally  in  your  hemisphere  relatively 
10  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  the  satisfaction  I  derived  in  hearing 
from  you. 

Next  to  a  conscientious  discharge  of  my  public 
doties,  to  carry  along  with  me  the  approbation  of  my 
constituents  would  be  the  highest  gratification  my 
mind  is  susceptible  of ;  but,  the  latter  being  a  second* 
vy,  I  cannot  make  the  former  yield  to  it,  unless  some 
criterion  more  infallible  than  partial  (if  they  are  not 
pirty)  meetings  can  be  discovered,  as  the  touchstone 
of  public  sentiment.  If  any  power  on  earth  could, 
or  the  Great  Power  above  would,  erect  the  standard 
of  infallibility  in  political  opinions,  there  is  no  being 
tkai  inhabits  this  terrestrial  globe,  that  would  resort 
to  it  with  more  eagerness  than  myself,  so  long  as  I 
remain  a  servant  of  the  public.  But  as  1  have  found 
DO  better  guide  hitherto,  than  upright  intentions  and 
close  investigation,  1  shall  adhere  to  tho.se  maxims, 
vfiile  I  keep  the  watch  ;  leaving  it  to  those  who  will 
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come  after  me,  to  explore  new  waj's,  if  they  like 
think  them  better. 

The  temper  of  the  people  of  this  State,  particularly 
the  southern  parts  of  it.  and  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  as  far  as  it  is  discoverable  from  the  several 
meetings  and  resolutions,  which  have  been  published, 
is  adverse  to  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  yet 
I  doubt  much  whether  the  great  body  of  yeomanry 
have  formed  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  whether, 
if  their  sense  could  be  fairly  taken  under  a  plain  and 
simple  statement  of  facts,  nine  tenths  of  them  would 
not  advocate  the  measure.  But  with  such  abominable 
misrepresentations  as  appear  in  most  of  the  proceed- 
ings, it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  uninformed 
minds  should  be  affrighted  at  the  dreadful  consequen- 
ces that  are  predicted,  and  which  they  are  taught  to 
expect  from  the  ratification  of  such  a  diabolical  in- 
strument, as  the  treaty  is  denominated.  From  North 
Carolina  we  hear  little  concerning  it,  and  from  Ken- 
tucky nothing.     *     *     * 


TO  TIMOTHY    nCKERING,    SECRETARY    OF  WAR. 
[private.] 

MOUKT  Vbrnok.  >7   September,  179$. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  private  letter  of  the  21st  instant  did  not  reach 
me  until  yesterday.  A  late  letter  of  mine  to  you 
will  have  fixed  the  directorship  of  the  mint  upon  Mr. 
Boudinot  The  application,  therefore,  of  Major 
Jackson,  however  fit  he  may  have  been  for  the  office. 
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is  too  late.  But,  besides  the  reasons  assigned  in  your 
letter  against  such  an  appointment  at  present,  I  should 
have  preferred  a  character  from  another  State,  if  one 
equally  suitable  could  have  been  found,  for  the 
rasons  you  have  often  heard  me  mention,  although 
they  do  not  apply  with  the  same  force  now  as 
forawriy. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  D '  for  the  office  of  at- 
torney-general, although  1  have  a  very  good  opinion 
of  his  abilities,  and  know  nothing  in  his  moral  char- 
acter or  connexions  that  is  objectionable,  yet  the 
reason  I  assigned  when  his  name  was  first  mentioned 
to  mc  has  still  weight  in  my  mind  ;  that  is,  after  a  long 
and  severely  contested  election,  he  could  not  obtain 
a  majority  of  suffrages  in  the  district  he  formerly 
represented.  In  this  instance,  then,  the  sense  of  his 
constituents  respecting  him /^f.t(»w//)' has  been  fairly 
taken ;  and  one  of  the  chaises  against  me  relative  to 
the  treaty,  you  know.  is.  that  I  have  disregarded  the 
toice  of  the  people,  although  that  voice  has  never 
yet  been  heard,  unless  the  misrepresentations  of 
pirtj',  or  at  best  partial  meetings,  can  be  called  so. 

I  shall  not.  whilst  I  have  the  honor  to  administer 
the  government,  bring  a  man  into  any  office  of  con- 
sequence knowingly,  whose  political  tenets  are  ad- 
wrse  to  the  measures,  which  the  general  government 
are  pursuing;  for  this,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a 
»rt  of  political  suicide.  That  it  would  embarrass 
its  movements  is  most  certain.  But  of  two  men 
equally  well  afTected  to  the  true  interests  of  their 


Stancl  Data.     Ttie  office  wu  eveniiially  tilled  by  Chailcs  Lee. 
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country,  of  equal  abilities,  and  equally  disposed  to 
lend  their  support,  it  is  the  part  of  prudence  to  give  a 
preference  to  him.  a^instwhom  the  /^oj/ clamor  can 
be  excited.  For  such  a  one  my  inquiries  have  been 
made,  and  are  still  making.  How  far  I  shall  succeed, 
is  at  this  moment  problematical.  ^M 

1  have  not  relinquished   my  intention  of  being  i^^ 
Philadelphia  about  the  middle  of  next  month.     With 
great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO   EDMUND    RANDOLm. 

Mount  Vkkkoh,  17  September,  179$, 

I  have  lately  received  three  letters  from  you,  two 
bearing  date  the  15th  instant,  the  other  the  21st 
One  of  the  former  came  to  hand  the  19th,  the  other 
the  22d.  and  the  last  yesterday. 

Your  signature  as  Sccretar>' of  State  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  having  been  given  on  the  14th  of 
August,  and  your  resignation  not  taking  place  until 
the  19th,  it  became  necessary  in  order  to  be  con- 
sistent, (the  original  being  despatched,)  that  the 
same  countersign  should  appear  to  the  copies,  other- 
wise this  act  would  not  have  been  required  of  you. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  inform  you  at  what  time 
Mr.  Hammond  put  the  intercepted  letter  of  M. 
Fauchet  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wolcott  I  had  no 
intimation  of  the  existence  of  such  a  letter  until  after 
rny  arrival  in  Philadelphia  the  1  ith  of  August.  When 
Lord  Grenville  Brst  obtained  that  letter,  and  when 


'the  British  minister  here  received  it  from  him.  are 
facts  with  which  I  am  entirely  unacquainted.  I  have 
never  seen  in  whole  or  in  part  M.  Faiichet's  de- 
spatches numbered  3  and  6 :  nor  do  I  possess  any 
document,  or  knowledge  of  papers,  which  have 
afinity  to  the  subject  in  question. 
No  man  would  rejoice  more  than  I  should  to  find, 

'  tlut  the  suspicions  which  have  resulted  from  the  in- 
tercepted letter  were  unequivocally  and  honorably 
removed.     1  am,  &c. 


TO  OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 
[pRIVAir,] 

MoL'iTT  VnufOR.  a  October,  t;!^. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  26Eh  ultimo  was  received  yester- 
day. It  is  not  wonderful,  that  Mr.  Randolph's  late 
coaduct,  and  the  publication  of  his  letter  to  me, 
diould  have  excited  an  anxious  curiosity  to  know  what 
kis  explanations  will  be  ;  but  it  is  wonderful,  that  so 
■iiich  time  should  be  required  to  give  them  birtli. 
[  Embarrassed,  as  it  is  to  be  apprehended  he  is  in 
iHis  business,  his  object,  I  conceive,  must  be  to  gain 
time,  to  puzzle,  and  to  try  if  he  cannot  discover  in- 
consistencies in  the  conduct  of  others  relative  to  it 
On  no  other  ground  can  I  account  for  his  letter  to 
nc,  dated  the  21st  ultimo,  which  with  his  other  two 
of  the  15th,  and  my  answer  to  the  whole,  I  here- 
with enclose  for  the  information  of  yourself  and 
Colonel  Pickering  ottfy. 
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His  Icticre  of  the  1 5ih  received  no  acknowled 
meot,  and  ai  first  I  hesitated  whether  to  give  any  to 
that  of  the  }isL  After  a  while  I  thought  of  referring 
him  to  you  for  information  on  those  points,  which  it 
was  evidently  as  much  or  more  in  your  power  than  in 
mine  to  give  him  ;  but  finally  1  conceived  it  most 
eligible  to  furnish  htm  with  no  pretexts,  and  there- 
fore wrote  what  you  will  see  I  did  it,  because,  if 
delay  was  his  object,  it  would  be  promoted  by  XKf 
silence ;  and  because  (which  probably  would  have 
answered  his  purposes  still  better),  it  might  ha%'e 
afforded  him  some  ground  for  saying  be  was  doomed 
to  be  a  victim,  and.  with  a  view  to  accomplish  it.  the 
means  to  his  vindication  were  denied  or  withheld. 

These  reasons,  added  to  a  disposition  to  do  him  alt 
manner  of  justice,  induced  me  to  give  him  concise 
answers  to  all  his  queries,  as  far  as  the  means  were 
within  my  knowledge,  although  fully  convinced  i 
my  own  mind  of  the  insidious  tendency  of  them. 

Whether  similar  inquiries  have  been  made  of  you 
of  Colonel  Pickering,  or  of  both,  by  him.  I  know  not. 
If  they  have,  to  see  if  he  could  involve  inconsistency 
in  the  answers  has  been  hisaim.  And  to  know  what 
kind  of  superstructure  he  might  build  on  information, 
he  has,  if  any.  obtained  from  M.  Fauchet,  it  was 
necessary*  to  ascertain  in  the  first  place,  whether  the 
government  was  in  possession  of  any  part  of  that 
gentlemen's  letters,  numbered  3  and  6,  by  which  this 
superstructure  might  be  endangered.  I  was  on  the 
point  once  of  hinting  to  him,  that  I  hoped  nothing  in 
his  vindication  would  render  it  necessary  to  publish 
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the  whole  of  M.  Fauchct's  letter;  but,  on  second 
ttiDugbts  I  declined  it.  lest  he  should  consider  it  as 
a  threat,  and  make  an  improper  use  of  it 

As  I  shall  shortly  be  in  Philadalphia.  I  will  not  add 
on  this  subject ;  but  from  you,  if  any  thing  more 
transpires,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear.  The  present 
cndosures  may  remain  in  your  hands  until  my  re- 
ton  to  the  city.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 
DgaK  Sir  Uovnt  VunON,  4  October.  IJgj. 

Your  letter  of  the  izth  ulto.  after  travelling  to  Phil- 
ailelphia  and  back  again  was  received  by  me  at  this 
pbce,  the  ist  Instant 

The  letter  from  Madame  de  Chastellux  to  mc  is 
iiiort  referring  to  the  one  she  has  written  to  you.  for 
particulars  respecting  herself  and  infant  son.  Her 
application  to  mc  is  unquestionably  misplaced,  and 
to  Congress  it  would  certainly  be  unavailing,  as  the 
Chevalier  Chastellux's  pretensions  (on  which  her's 
■mt  be  founded)  to  any  allowance  from  this  country 
Were  no  greater  than  that  of  any  and  every  other  Officer 
of  the  French  army  who  scn'ed  in  America  the  last 
war.  To  grant  to  one  therefore  would  open  a  wide 
door  to  applications  of  a  similar  nature,  and  to  con- 
sequent embarrassments.  Probably  the  sum  granted 
It  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  the  daughter  of  the 
Count  de  Grasse.  has  given  rise  to  this  application — 
chat  it  has  done  so  in  other  instances  I  have  good 
reasons  to  believe. 
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I  am  much  pleased  with  the  account  you  have  of 
the  succory.     This,  like  all  other  things  of  the  sort 
with  me  since  my  absence,  from  home,  have  come  to 
nothing  :  for  neither  my  Overseers,  nor  Manager  will 
attend  properly,  to  anything  but  the  crops  they  hav& 
usually  cultivated  ;  and  in  spite  of  all   I    can  say.  if 
there  is    the   smallest    discretionary  power    allowed 
them,  they  will  61)  the  land  with  Indian  Corn,  altho' 
even  to  themselves  there  are  the  most  obvious  traces 
of  its  baneful  effects. — I  am  resolved  however,  as  soon 
as  it  shall  be  in  my  power,  to  attend  a  little  mofft 
closely  to  my  own  concerns,  to  make  this  Crop  yield 
in  a  degree  to  other  grain, — to  pulses — and  to  grasses. 
— I  am  beginning  again  with  Chicory,  from  a  handful 
of    seed   given   to   me   by    Mr.   Strickland ;    which 
though  flourishing  at  present,  has  no  appearance  of 
seeding  this  year.     Lucern  has  not  succeeded  better 
with  me  than  with  you ;  but  I  will  give  it  another 
and  a  fairer  trj'al  before  it  is  abandoned  altogether. 
Clover,  when  I  can  dress  lots  well,  succeeds  with  me, 
to  my  full  expectation,  but  not  on  the  fields  in  rota- 
tion.    Altho*  I  have  been   at  much  cost  in  seeding 
them. — this  has  greatly  disconcerted  the  system  of 
rotation  on  which  I  had  decided ;— I  wish  you  may 
succeed  in  getting  good  seed  of  the  winter  Vetch  ; — 
I  have  often  imported  it  but  the  seed  never  vegitated 
or  in  so  small  a  proportion  as  to  be  destroyed  by 
weeds — believe  it  wou'd  be  an  acquisition  if  it  was 
once  introduced  properly,  in  our  farms. — The  Albany 
pea  which  is  the  same  as  the  field  pea,  of  Europe,  I 
have  tried  and  found  it  will  grow  well,  but  is  subject 
to  the  same  bug  which  perforates  the  Garden  pea,  and 
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eatsout  the  Kernel ; — so  it  will  happen  I  fear  with  the 
pea  you  propose  to  import. — I  had  great  expectation 
from  a  green  dressing  with  Buck-wheat  as  a  prepara- 
tory fallow  for  a  crop  of  wheat ;  but  it  has  not 
answered  my  expectation  yet ;  I  ascribe  this,  however, 
aore  to  mismanagement  in  the  times  of  seeding  and 
plowing  in.  than  any  defect  in  the  system.  The  first 
ought  to  be  so  ordered  in  point  of  time,  as  to  meet  a 
convenient  season  for  ploughing  it  in  while  the  plant 
is  in  its  most  succulent  state,  but  this  has  never  been 
done  on  my  farms,  and  consequently  has  drawn  as 
maf^\/rom  as  it  has  given  to  the  earth, — It  has  always 
appeared  to  me  that  there  were  two  modes  in  which 
Buck  wheat  might  be  used  advantageously  as  a 
manure — One  to  sow  early  and  as  soon  as  a  suffi- 
ciency of  seed  ripened,  to  stock  the  ground  a  second 
time,  to  turn  the  whole  in,  and  when  the  succeeding 
growth  is  getting  in  full  bloom,  to  turn  that  in  also 
(before  the  seed  begins  to  ripen)  and  when  the  fer- 
mentation and  putrefaction  ceases  to  sow  the  ground 
in  that  state  and  plow  in  the  wheat. — The  other  mode 
■is  to  sow  the  Buck  wheat  so  iate  as  that  it  shall  be 
generally  about  a  foot  high,  at  the  usual  seeding  of 
wheat,  then  turn  it  in,  and  sow  thereon  immediately, 
as  on  a  clover  lay,  harrowing  in  the  seed  lightly  to 
avoid  disturbing  the  buried  Buck  wheat — I  have  never 
tryed  the  last  method  but  see  no  reason  against  its 
succeeding. — The  other,  as  I  observed  above,  1  have 
prosecuted,  but  the  Buck  wheat  has  always  stood  too 
long,  and  consequently  had  got  too  dry  and  sticky  to 
answer  the  end  of  a  succulent  plant. 

But  of  all  the  improving  and  ameliorating  crops. 
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none  in  my  opinion,  are  equal  to  Potatoes  on  stiff  ao 
hard  bound  land  (as  mine  is).  I  am  satisfied  from  a 
variety  of  instances,  that  on  such  land  a  crop  of  pota- 
toes is  equal  to  an  ordinary  dressing.  In  no  instance 
have  I  (ailed  of  good  wheat,  Oats  or  clover  that  fol- 
lowed potatoes  : — and  I  conceive  they  give  the  soil  a 
darker  hue. — I  shall  thank  you  for  the  result  of  your 
proposed  experiment  relatively,  the  winter  Vctcb  and 
pea ;  when  they  are  made.  ■ 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  depredation  committed  by 
the  Weavil  in  your  parts,  it  is  a  great  calamity  at  all 
times,  and  this  year  when  the  demand  for  wheat  is  so 
great  and  the  price  so  high,  must  be  a  mortifying  one 
to  the  farmer; — The  rains  have  been  very  general, 
and  more  abundant,  since  the  first  of  August  than 
ever  happened  in  a  summer  within  the  memory  of 
man.  Scarscly  a  mill  dam  or  bridge  between  this  and 
Philadelphia,  was  able  to  resist  them  and  some  were 
carried  off  a  second  and  third  time. 

Mrs.  Washington  is  thankful  for  your  kind  remem' 
brance  of  her.  and  unites  with  me  in  best  wishes  for 
you.     With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c. 
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TO    EDWARD   CARRINr.TON. 
[PUVATB   AND  CONFIDENTIAL.] 

Mount  Vernoh,  9  Oclober, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  came  duly  to  hand, 
and  I  shall  wait  the  result  of  the  proposed  inquirieiJ 

One  request  frequently  begets  another,   and  thaf 
is  the  case  at  present.     You  know  full  well,  that  the 


office  of  State  is  vacant,  but  yoti  may  not  know,  that 
I  find  difficulty  in  filling  it.  In  the  appointments  to 
tiie  great  offices  of  the  government,  my  aim  has 
been  to  combine  geographical  situation,  and  sorae- 
timcsother  considerations,  with  abilities  and  fitness  of 
hmu  characters.  In  pursuance  of  this  system.  I 
have  tried  to  bring  Judge  Patterson,  Mr.  Johnson 
(of  Mar^-land).  and  Charles  Cotesworth  PJnckney  of 
South  Carolina  into  this  office,  all  have  declined ; 
the  latter  by  the  post  of  Wednesday.'  1  would  have 
nude  an  ofTcr  of  it  to  Mr.  Hcnr>-  In  the  first  instance- 
but  two  reasons  were  opposed  to  it;  1st.  ignorance 
of  his  political  sentiments  (for  I  should  consider  it 
aa  act  of  governmental  suicide  to  bring  a  man  into 
so  high  a  office,  who  was  unfriendly  to  the  constitu- 
tJoo  and  laws,  which  are  to  be  his  guide  ;  and.  2d,  be, 
cause  1  had  no  idea,  that  he  would  accept  the  office, 
nntil  General  (late  Governor)  Lee  gave  some  rea- 
sons, which  have  induced  me  (in  a  degree)  to  draw 
a  different  conclusion,  assuring  me  at  the  same  time, 
iliai  he  believed  Mr,  Henry's  sentiments  relative  to 
the  constitution  were  changed,  and  that  his  opinion 
of  the  government  was  friendly.  Of  these  matters, 
twwcver,  (so  important  in  their  nature.)  I  wish  to 
learn  the  opinion  of  ethers.  And  of  whom  can 
[inquire  more  likely  to  know  than  yourself? 

Let  me  then  come  to  the  point  If.  in  the  judg- 
ment of  yourself  and  General  Marshall,  Colonel 
In&es  is  a  fit  character  for  Attorney-General  of  the 

'  Oa  NoveDb«f  t9th  *  (ciidct  wu  miile  (o  John  Eager  lloirttd  at  the  Wu 
^^FUIMMI.  Ptckcrii^  bccorolns  !iccr«l>iy  of  SlMc. 
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United  States,  will  accept  the  office,  and  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  it  without  delay,  no  application  is  to  be 
made  to  Mr.  Henry,  be  his  sentiments  what  they 
may.'  If.  on  the  contrary,  chat  event  does  not  take 
place.  I  impose  upon  you  the  task,  and  pray  you  to 
have  the  goodness  to  forward  the  enclosed  tetter  to 
him  by  express  (the  cost  of  which  I  will  pay),  pro- 
vided you  accord  in  sentiment  with  General  Lee, 
with  respect  to  the  political  opinions  of  that  gentle 
man,  and  have  reason  to  believe,  he  has  expressed 
no  opinions  adverse  to  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
but  is  disposed  to  the  adoption  of  it ;  for,  other- 
wise,  it  would  place  both  him  and  me  in  embarrassed 
situations. 

From  the  instances,  which  have  fallen  within  your 
own  knowledge,  you  can  form  some  idea  of  the  dif- 
ficulties I  experience  in  finding  out.  and  prevailing 
on,  fit  characters  to  611  offices  of  importance.  In 
the  case  before  us,  I  am  sensible  that  1  am  im- 
posing a  delicate  task  upon  you ;  but,  from  the 
peculiar  circumstances  thereof,  it  is  in  some  measure 
a  necessary  one ;  and,  having  a  high  opinion  of 
General  Marshall's  honor,  prudence,  and  judgment. 
I  consent  to  your  consulting  him  on  this  occasion,  as 
you  did  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Innes. 

I  have.  I  must  confess,  but  little  expectation  that 


I  A  rtevloat  Icltet  bad  bMa  vrilte*  lo  Mr.  Ckninfto*  iniUiif  foiqaiij  ■boot 
Colonel  Jun««  lano,  in  r«laiioa  to  ibe  oflke  of  Anoraey.GencrftI,  Ttit  ns> 
TCD  why  the  PreodMi  did  iu>l  wiab  kdjt  idiraocn  to  be  made  la  Mr.  Heniy,  il 
C«loacl  lanci  coaclad«d  to  Mcepl  llut  oftc«,  douhtleu  wax,  that  law  ol  tkr 
U|h  oSMn  of  tt«l(  coold  not  with  proprfetjr  be  iiben  f  roi»  Vlrciok.  C^lowt 
llMa  decliiktd  Ihc  kp|>oiDlnimt. 


Mr.  Henry  will  accept  the  offer  if  it  gets  to  him, 
.aad  therefore  1  must  look  forward  to  the  conse- 
"^Dce  of  his  refusal.  Let  me  ask,  therefore,  if 
uoihcr  trial  should  be  made,  and  a  refusal  ensue, 
uid  ultimately  it  should  be  found  eligible  to  remove 
rfie  present  Sccretar)*  of  War  to  the  office  of  State, 
if  it  should  be  agreeable  to  himself,  would  you  fill 
Ws  place  as  Secretary  of  War  ? 

You  will,  my  dear  Sir.  perceive,  that  the  whole  of 
this  letter  is  perfectly  confidential,  written  perhaps 
»itK  more  candor  than  prudence ;  but  I  rely  on  your 
(foodness  and  prudence  to  appreciate  my  motives. 
My  letter  to  Mr.  Henr>-  is  left  open  for  your  perusal, 
4at  the  whole  matter  may  be  before  you.  If  it 
goes  forward,  seal  it;  if  not,  return  it  to.  dear 
&r,  your  friend,  &c-' 


'  fnm  Sir.  tUrringtiM't  Reffy.-'"  I  hiTc  bcco  honored  vilb  foiin  of  the 
IttiWMt,  util  iRimcdUlcly  con  wiled  Gcnrral  Manhall  Ihcreon.  A»  to  a 
dntii*  Ht.  ilcKiy'i  opinions  upon  (he  conslilution.  he  hst  been  ta  lilUc 
•lAiBihe  circle  o(  oar  Mtfrnncnu.  that  ire  muit  taiher  rdj  on  the  intelli- 
pHt(fGca«>*l  !.*«,  who  tu*  bail  niBcIi  cumin unicai ion  irith  him.  ih*ii  our 
*w«lMa«Mioiki.  Mr.  Htnty  b>i  for  icTcral  ytan  tieen  in  >  drgrte  -lilent  on 
fMcupiei;  nor  hsie  we  heard  of  an^Ihing  whaicrer  ai  coming  from  hioi 
"fcll^t  to ihc  treaty.  Wc  arc  not  oithoiit  apprelienHioni.,  ihat  (iennal  I^e 
■■MO  too  higblf  lh«  aHecliuni  of  Mr.  Henry  towanli  the  constitulion. 
'^Wnl  Man^U  being,  howerer.  decidedly  of  ojiinion.  in  which  1  cordially 
PM,  thai  your  kiia  thoalil  lie  forwarded  to  him,  1  have  thi»  nioming 
ii|MLhtid  it  by  expmi.  In  thii  deMrmi nation  wc  were  ^vomed  by  the 
Uariag  reasona. 

"Fni,  U»  iidn-acee|>tancc,  trOD  domestic  connderationa,  maybe  calculated 
W  U  lUa  c*ml.  In  kia  tenlimeot*  on  cither  point  what  ihcy  may,  he  will 
F°9ti(y  T-lifirttn  jont  letter,  osd.  if  he  hai  any  asperiiics.  it  muil  tend  to 
■fttn  them,  and  render  bim.  iutead  of  a  alent  oUcivet  of  the  prcteni  len- 
'wy  of  tlnaipi.  in  aomc  decree  actite  on  the  ■'ide  oi  cuvernntenl  xixA  order. 

"ffcomfly,  (bonU  he  (eil  an  iadinalion  to  ^  into  Ihe  office  |>ro|»Me>l.  we 
vteeaMeM,  Mijr  tonBdenl,  he  h*a  too  high  a  leiue  of  honor  to  do  m>  with 
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TO   PATRICK     HENRY. 

HovMT  Vebmom,  9  October,  iTfj. 

Dear  Sir. 

Whatever  may  be  the  reception  of  this  letter,  truth 
and  candor  shall  mark  its  steps.  You  doubtless  know, 
that  the  office  of  State  is  vacant ;  and  no  one  can  be 
more  sensible,  than  yourself,  of  the  importance  of 
filling  it  with  a  penion  of  abilitirs,  and  one  in  whom 
the  public  would  have  confidence. 

It  would  be  uncandid  not  to  inform  you,  that  this 
office  has  been  offered  to  others  ;  but  it  is  as  true, 
that  it  was  from  a  conviction  in  my  own  mind,  that 
you  would  not  accept  it,  (until  Tuesday  last,  in  a 
conversation  with  General,  late  Governor,  Lee,  he 
dropped  sentiments  which  made  it  less  doubtful,) 
that  it  was  not  ofTered  first  to  you. 

I  need  scarcely  add.  that  if  this  appointment  could 
be  made  to  comport  with  your  own  inclination,  it 
would  be  as  pleasing  to  me.  as  I  believe  it  would  be 


leniiaiesU  hoflil*  to  cilbcr  o(  the  pminli  in  ricw.  Thai  wb  nbonld  t%\f  on, 
n|M<iceiicimlfro«iiidi ;  bat  nndei  your  IcttFt  ■  difl««nit  conduct  u.  we  conceive 
from  o«r  knowledge  of  Ntr.  Ifenrj.  impoiulblc. 

"Thirdly,  w«  irc  fallir  )<cniusde<l  thai  •  nor*  deadly  blow  could  nM  be  given 
(be  fMtton  in  Virpnia.  and  perhaps  clievbeK,  Uian  that  £cnllnnui'>  Mcepl- 
ancc  ot  the  office  in  qoutioa.  convinced  m  wc  ue  of  the  icntimentt  be  matt 
cury  vriih  bim.  !>o  much  have  tlic  opyoeeie  of  Ibe  eovTrnment  bcid  htm  np 
M  their  oreclc,  even  rinoc  he  has  ceoatd  to  reipond  to  then,  that  any  event, 
demonstrating  bii  active  nippon  to  govctnmciil.  cxmld  not  but  |[ivc  the  part}r 
■  «cvcte  »bock. 

'*  To  IhcM  roBtoni  we  think  it  not  inapplicnble  to  add,  thai,  in  Ihe  prewnt 
crvtik.  Mr.  Henry  v>Kf  rea«inab1y  be  ealcolaied  on  at  laliing  ihe  >lde  of  piv- 
cmmenl,  even  thou)!h  be  may  retain  hii  old  prejudice*  aj^ntt  the  Conttlta- 
lion.  He  ha*  indubllalily  an  abhorrence  ot  anarchy  :  to  be  al  Ihe  bead  of  ■ 
popiihr  •itembly  we  kninr  ii  hit  ddighl  ;  bat  there  ii  inwch  ditfetenoe  between 
thai  HtuoiioD.  Bad  uruiitiUB|[  f«(  p(«-«sii»cnGc  in  a  uatc  af  coninaloa,  (or 
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acceptable  to  the  public.  With  this  assurance,  and 
with  this  belief,  I  make  you  the  offer  of  it  My  first 
wish  is,  that  you  would  accept  it ;  the  next  is,  that 
you  would  be  so  good  as  to  give  me  an  answer  as 
soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  as  the  public  business 
in  that  department  is  now  suffering  for  want  of  a 
Secreiarj-. 

I  persuade  myself.  Sir,  it  has  not  escaped  your  ob- 
servation, that  a  crisis  is  approaching,  that  must,  if  it 
cannot  be  arrested,  soon  decide  whether  order  and 
good  government  shall  be  preserved,  or  anarchy  and 
confusion  ensue.  I  can  most  religiously  aver  I  have 
no  wish,  that  is  incompatible  with  the  dignity,  happi- 
ness, and  true  interest  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
My  ardent  desire  is,  and  my  aim  has  been,  (as  far  as 
depended  upon  the  executive  department,)  to  comply 
strictly  with  a// our  engagements,  foreign  and  domes- 
tie;  but  to  keep  the  United  States  free  from  political 
connexions  with  rvtrj}'  other  country,  to  see  them 

*Ulh(b(II  fitloL  Tbi«  w(  know  Mr.  Henry  is  (tilly  sentible  uf.  We 
^^v*,  loo^  Ihai  ht  a  itnpraiing  hb  farttme  fui.  which  muiii  add ftion ally  attract 
■■totbe  aUllBE  Kovemsienl  and  order,  (he  only  guaiantcM  o!  pmpcTly. 
Utttibia,  ihkt  h(  bUBv  affection  fur  lh«  prct«nt  leadctv  ot  ihc  opjioailion 

"Ym  wQI  perceive.  Sir,  that  we  have  changed  the  order  in  which  you 
^lld  the  prOfmaitlaDt  to  Colonel  Inne*  anil  Mr.  Henry  to  (tand.  The  (act 
^■ekate  i>  y*th«d  no  opportunity  ol  acting  with  roped  to  Ihe  lint  gentle- 
■••.  not  do  we  know  when  we  ihaJL  Thit  wai  lilicly  to  lutpend  opcraiioot 
Npr  tt«B  the  nalore  and  iinpartance  of  the  ohjecia  admitted,  even  had  we 
Mppved  yon  pantcalitly  aiiach«>]  to  Ihc  order  dirtctcd  ;  thi>  consider*!  ion, 
iVi'^vlth  the  obwrvationt  made  in  regard  to  Mr.  Henry,  appeared  natu- 
nlf  t* dictate  the  conrw  we  hare  t«kcn.  -Should  Co^^^el  Innck  arrive  before 
ftrwiMn  iif  thi  imiimi.  ticaeral  Marth]iU  will  hold  hi<-  prrliminaTy  ixinveru- 
'■wi,  a*  pt«paf>lory  to  ■  proposition,  incaae  of  ■  letuul  in  the  other  in  stance. " 
-Rkbrnead,  October  I3tli. 
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independent  of  a// and  under  the  influence  of  noNt. 
In  a  word,  I  want  an  American  character,  that  the 
powers  of  Europe  may  be  convinced  we  act  for  our- 
selves,  and  not  for  others.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is 
the  only  way  to  be  respected  abroad  and  happy  at 
home;  and  not,  by  becoming  the  partisans  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  create  dissensions,  disturb  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity,  and  destroy,  perhaps  for  ever,  the 
cement  which  binds  the  union. 

I  am  satisfied  these  sentiments  cannot  be  other* 
wise  than  congenial  to  your  own.  Your  aid  there- 
fore in  carrying  them  into  effect  would  be  flattering 
and  pleasing  to,  dear  Sir,  &c. ' 


TO  TIMOTHY    PICKERING,    SECRETARY    OF   WAR. 

MaUKT  VUKON,  19  Oclobsr,  179}. 

Your  letters  of  the  2d  and  5th  instant  came  to  my 
hands  on  Thursday  last ;  but  it  was  not  in  my  power 
conveniently  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them  by 

'  Hr.  HeiiT7  declined  the  offar.  Hb  oplniont  mir  Iw  intemd  fnm  (M 
(nltowinff  extract  from  Mr.  Corriiigton')  l«tter.  which  accotnpinicd  Mr.  Ilctxy'i 
answer.  "  II  (pvet  ux  plcaiure  to  find  Ihat,  ilthoujfh  Mr.  Henry  is  ralhc*  (o 
be  underitooJ  w  probably  not  an  upprovcr  ol  the  treaty,  hit  condnct  sad  wnfr 
menu  generally,  both  ai  to  the  government  and  j oorself.  are  Mch  as  we  cik»> 
lated  on.  and  that  he  received  your  lellet  with  imptationi,  nhich  a»ui«  «*  of 
hii  disciunlenaiii-irn;  valiimuy  »nil  iliniirdc'C  oJ  every  description." — RichaOB^ 
Oclobcl  3ulh.  Hcnry'i  reply  is  printed  in  Henry,  IJft,  Crrrtifettdrmtr,  amd 
SftfiJktt  #/  Faltitk  HtHry,  n..  5;*. 

"The  Oder  ol  the  .Sirretary»)i>|>  r>l  Stale  to  1*.  Henry  [a  •  circumaUncc 
which  I  (hauld  ncit  have  belicvvd.  without  the  most  unquntiooable  teUillMD7. 
Col.  Cole*  lelia  me  Mr.  ilcnry  read  the  letter  to  him  on  (hat  mbjcct." — MaM- 
tffn  la  Jtftn^m,  6  D*cemli«r,  1795. 
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the  succeeding  post.'  It  is  a  very  singular  occur- 
rcncf.  that  Mr.  Pinckney  should  make  use  of  a  cipher 
to  which  there  is  no  counterpart  in  the  office  of 
Suit  A  kind  of  fatality  seems  to  have  pursued 
this  negotiation,  and.  in  short,  iz//our  concerns  with 
Spain,  from  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Carmichael 
under  the  new  government,  as  minister  to  that  coun- 
Irj",  up  to  the  present  day.  If  the  ciphers,  which 
have  been  furnished  Mr.  Gouverncur  Morris,  Mr. 
Jay,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Colonel  Humphreys,  or  any  of 
them,  are  different  from  those,  by  which  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Pinckney  has  been  tried.  let  them  also  be  resorted 
la  Otherwise,  as  the  business  has  commenced  in 
enor,  the  continuance  therein  is  highly  probable, 
until  that  gentleman  is  informed  of  this  extraordi- 
nary inattention,  and  is  thereby  led  to  correct  it.  and 
of  course  the  most  material  and  interesting  parts  of 
his  communications  will  be  lost.  Enough,  however, 
ippears  already,  to  show  the  temper  and  policy  of 
tie  Spanish  court,  and  its  undignified  conduct,  as  it 
respects  themselves,  and  insulting  as  it  relates  to  us; 
aad  1  fear  will  prove,  that  the  late  treatj'  of  peace 
•ith  France  portends  nothing  favorable  to  these 
United  States. 

'  Al  chi*  time,  Mr.  ftcktring,  though  Secretary  of  War.  discliarg^d  the 
*rt«  tbe  ol  Secretary  of  Slat*.  Th<  leticn  above  referred  to  rclaied  to  Mr. 
fkdacf'*  iMSOlUtlanl  in  Spain.  "Mr.  Pinckney  hkd  oblaineil."  laiH  he, 
"■wo  idteiiiti**  with  the  Duke  dc  Alaiili*.  but  \o  nu  purpoHi.  That  court 
>pp«i  to  be  plajriac  lt>e  old  game  of  driay.  The  Duke  loid  he  could  not 
*>CBliue  UBiII  he  reoelveil  from  Mi.  Juiiicnct  the  aniwers  of  IhU  jjovcmment 
flWprefrasftionBhe  wkitllrccteil  lo  make.  Mr.  Pinckney  atiured  the  Duke. 
AuBOfDch  ptopociiionshailbt«n  miile.  Atiumbeiof  poaaages  arc  in  •  ctpher, 
I  VLt.  TaylM  CObU  lind  no  key  to  explain." — Ociohei  ad. 
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I  am  glad  to  find,  however,  that  matters  are  going 
on  well  in  Morocco,  but  much  concerned  to  hear  of 
the  unfavorable  decision  in  the  High  Court  of  A 
peals,  on  one  of  the  spoliation  cases  in  London.' 

t  shall  (as  mentioned  in  one  of  my  last  letters)  set 
out  for  Philadelphia  this  day  ;  but  business  with  the 
commissioners  of  the  Federal  City  will  detain  me  in 
Georgetown  to-morrow,  and  of  course  keep  me  a  day 
longer  from  the  seat  of  government  than  1  expect 
I  am,  &c. 


TO   EDMUND    RANDOLPH. 

Philauelthia.  ai  October,  179;. 

Sir, 

In  several  of  the  public  gazettes  I  had  read  your 
note  to  the  editor  of  the  PhOadelpkia  Gazette,  with 
an  extract  from  a  letter,  addressed  to  me,  of  the  8th 
instant ;  but  it  was  not  until  yesterday  that  the  letter 
itself  was  received." 

It  is  not  difficult  from  the  tenor  of  the  letter  to 
perceive  what  your  objects  are ;  but.  that  you  may 

'  "A  letter  fiom  Mr.  Simpion."  Mid  Mr.  PickeriaK*  "  pninbet  well  forllie 
tittty  he  is  ne)[ailaling  with  the  Kmperor  of  Motocoo.  The  nilliury  jireteali 
W«  delivrrcil  in  the  pretence  of  >n  army  of  ten  thoutand  men,  and  were  well 
received." 

'  Mi.  Ran<lnlph't  note  to  the  editor  of  the  PhUaJitfhia  Gatttu  wu  »•  fol- 
lows. "  Sit.  the  letter,  from  which  the  encloed  i«  in  eilT*cl,  relates  princi- 
pally to  the  rcquiiitjon  of  a  particular  paper.  My  oa\f  view  at  present  »  t« 
<>how  my  {ell»w  ciliicnii  what  ih  the  flate  of  tny  vindication." — OctobtT  IOIIl 

Extract — "  Vou  must  be  lenaible.  Sir,  that  I  am  inevitably  driven  to  the 
illftciuslon  of  many  confidential  and  delicate  poinli.  I  could  with  aafety  In- 
medialcly  appeal  to  ihe  people  of  the  United  Staler,  who  can  be  of  no  party. 
But  t  ihsll  wail  fui  your  inswer  lo  thii  letter.  %a  fat  as  it  respecti  the  poiper 
dciired.  before  I  forward  to  you  my  genenil  letter,  which  i*  delayed  tor  no 


I 


'ivs] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 


"3 


have  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  withholding  any 
paper  (however  private  and  confidential)  which  you 
shall  think  necessary  in  a  case  of  so  serious  a  nature, 
I  have  directed  that  you  should  have  the  inspection 
of  my  letter  of  the  zad  of  July,  agreeably  to  your 
request,  and  you  arc  at  full  liberty  to  publish  without 
reserve  any  and  every  private  and  confidential  letter 
I  ever  wrote  to  you  :  nay.  more,  every  word  I  ever 
uttered  to  or  in  your  hearing,  from  whence  you  can 
derive  any  advantage  in  your  vindication.  [1  grant 
tiiis  permission,  inasmuch  as  the  extract  alluded  to 
nunifestly  tends  to  impress  on  the  public  mind  an 
o[»nion,  that  something  has  passed  between  us  which 
yiM  should  disclose  with  reluctance,  from  motives  of 
ddicacy  with  respect  to  me.]  ' 

You  know.  Sir,  even  before  the  treaty  was  laid 
before  the  Senate,  that  I  had  difficulties  with  respect 
to  the  commercial  part  of  it.  with  which  I  professed 
to  be  the  least  acquainted,  and  that  I  had  no  means 
of  acquiring  information  thereon  without  disclosing 
its  contents,  not  to  do  which  until  it  was  submitted 
to  the  Senate  had  been  resolved  on.     You  know,  too, 

Nbft  CUM.  I  itiil)  alto  nly,  Ihml  »af  vupiHiied  enor  in  llic  geiienl  tedrr,  in 
N(Ud  lo  fMU.  will  tic  made  known  to  nie,  ihai  I  may  correct  it  if  neceuaty : 
Mlthu  joavill  cOBMial  ti>  the  whole  of  Ihc  affair,  howtoevci  confiilenlial  anil 
Micuc,  bctag  fxhiliilcil  to  llie  world.  Al  the  miii«  time  I  presi-rilie  to  myself 
Ik  nadiiion  oot  to  niingle  any  thing,  which  I  do  not  iincer«ly  conceiTe  lo  bc- 
lM(t»iWrabicct~— ^'Mf./fl^t  m  WaihiHgnin,  B  Ociobcr.  lygj. 

TlKddtyaf  Mr.  Randolph's  ietiei  in  com  in  g  to  Ihc  Piehldcnt'a  htntln  wtt 
iifmtwwJ  by  )t>  pavriag  the  Litlrr  on  hin  vtujr  f com  Mount  Vernon  to  I'hifidel- 
fUi,  aken  be  weired  on  the  lolb.  Bnc  the  extract  vbi  sent  to  the  prinlec  on 
Ae  tocb.  two  day*  ifiet  the  letter  wax  wnlien,  anil  before  ii  coulil,  iii  any 
cfMt,  kive  teacbtd  the  PrraidBnt. — Sfarki. 
'  Scaienocs  eocloMd  in  bracket*  were  tuggalcd  by  Picketing. 
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that  it  was  my  determination,  previous  to  this  sub- 
mission, to  ratify  the  treat)',  if  it  should  be  so  ad- 
vised and  consented  to  by  that  body ;  and  that  the 
doubts,  which  afterwards  arose  and  were  communi- 
cated verbally  to  Mr.  Hammond,  proceeded  from 
more  authentic  information  of  the  existence  of  what 
is  commonly  called  the  "  Provision  Order  "  of  the 
British  Government.  [And  finally,  you  know  the 
grounds  on  which  my  ultimate  decision  was  taken,  as 
the  same  were  expressed  to  you,  the  other  Secreta- 
ries of  departments,  and  the  late  Attorney-General, 
after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject  in 
the  aspects  in  which  it  could  be  placed.] ' 

As  you  are  no  longer  an  officer  of  the  government, 
and  propose:  to  submit  your  vindication  to  the  public, 
it  is  not  my  desire,  nor  is  it  my  intention,  to  receive 
it  otherwise  than  througli  the  medium  of  the  press. 
Facts  you  cannot  mistake,  and,  if  they  are  fairly  and 
candidly  stated,  they  will  invite  no  comments.  fl 

The  extract  of  your  letter  to  me,  dat<»j  the  8tJi 
instant,  being  published  in  all  the  gazettes,  I  request 
that  this  letter  may  be  inserted  in  the  compilation  you 
are  now  making  ;  as  well  to  show  my  disposition  to 
furnish  you  with  every  means  I  possess  towards  your 
vindication,  as  that  I  have  no  wish  to  conceal  any 
part  of  my  conduct  from  the  public. '  That  public 
will  judge,  when  it  comes  to  see  your  vindication. 

'  Pickering's  niggntjoni.  ^H 

'  The  following  wa.y  >  wnienc*  of  ilie  dntfi,  bui  omilleit  in  the  letter  x 
tent;  "  I  am  induccti  to  mmke  litis  [ti|u«I  iiiaMnuvh  vt  tlic  cxlncl  abon 
alluilcd  to  appean  to  mc  to  have  *  manifol  tendcocy  to  impmi  on  llw  public 
mind  in  opdaion  (hit  «oinethiiig  inuilcriauii  hftt  puaed  lictwccn  ut  whicb  yon 
Tcluctiintl}'  brinj  forward  whit«t  nlhm  are  hnpl  back." 
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how  far  and  how  proper  it  has  been  for  you  to  pub- 
lish private  and  confidential  communications,  which 
oftentimes  have  been  written  in  a  hurrj',  and  some- 
times without  even  copies  being  taken  ;  and  it  will,  I 
hope,  appreciate  my  motives,  even  if  it  should  con- 
demn my  prudence,  in  allowing  you  the  unlimited 
license  herein  contained.      I  am,  &c. 


TO    EDMUND    RANDOLPH.' 

^  e,  Phiubbu-hia.  aj  Ocfober.  1795. 

Your  letter  of  the  24ih  has  been  received.  It  is 
fnll  of  innuendoes.  I  shall,  therefore,  once  more,  and 
for  the  last  time,  repeat,  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms, 
that  you  are  at  full  liberty  to  publish  any  thing  that 
erer  passed  between  us.  written  or  oral,  that  you 
think  will  subserve  your  purposes.  A  conscious 
rectitude,  and  an  invariable  endeavor  to  promote 
the  honor,  welfare,  and  happiness  of  this  countr>',  by 
eroy  means  in  the  power  of  the  executive,  and  within 
the  compass  of  my  abilities,  leaves  no  apprehension 
on  my  mind  from  any  disclosure  whatsoever. 

To  whom,  or  for  what  purpose,  you  mean  to  apply 
the  following  words  of  your  letter,  "/  have  been  l!u 
meditated  victim  of  parly  spirit"  will  be  found,  I  pre- 
sume, in  your  defence ;  without  which  I  shall  never 
understand  them.  I  cannot  conceive  they  are  aimed 
at  me;  because  an  hundred  and  an  hundred  times 

'MriiMliitlW  Attactici)  10  diU  iMKr.  a*  ivcorded  {n  the  lellcr-book. 
"Tbaldbmofialli*  rongfadnfi  o<a  lelicr  10  EdmuDi!  Rnndolph,  bul,  upou 
wwiiJeiMioB.  it  WM  not  uiil.' 


you  have  heard  me  lament,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
soul,  that  diBercncc  of  sentiments  should  have  occa- 
sioned those  heals,  which  are  disquieting  a  countrj', 
otherwise  the  happiest  in  the  world :  and  you  have 
heard  me  express  the  most  ardent  wish,  that  some 
expedient  could  be  devised  to  heal  them.  The  dis- 
closure to  me,  by  an  officer  of  government,  of  M. 
Fauchet's  intercepted  letter,  after  the  contents  were 
communicated  to  him,  was  an  act  of  such  evident 
propriety,  that  no  man  of  candor,  entertaining  a 
proper  sense  of  duty,  can  possibly  condemn,  i  do 
not  see,  then,  how  this  will  apply  to  the  case,  mot 
than  the  first. 

You  have.  Sir,  entirely  mistaken  the  principle,  upon 
which  (in  contravention  of  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man, who  is  discharging  the  duties  of  Secretary  of 
State,)  I  gave  you  the  inspection  of  what  you  declared 
to  be  the  only  paper  you  were  in  want  of.  to  com- 
plete your  defence.  My  sole  motive  in  furnishing 
it  was.  that  it  might  not  be  imputed  that  any  thing, 
which  you  conceivixl  necessary  to  your  vindication, 
was  withheld  ;  for.  however  differently  the  matter 
may  appear  in  the  sequel,  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  I 
cannot,  at  this  moment,  see  what  relation  there  is 
between  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  and  the  details 
and  suggestions,  which  are  contained  in  the  inter- 
cepted letter  of  M.  Fauchet.  I  am  still  more  at  a 
loss  to  understand  the  meaning  of  these  other  words 
in  your  letter  :  "  But  I  shall  disclose  even  what  I  am 
compelled  to  disclose,  under  the  operation  of  the  neces- 
sity, which  you  yourself  have  created."  Can  these  ex- 
pressions allude  to  my  having  put  M.  Fauchet's  letter 
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into  your  hands,  in  presence  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, for  explanation  of  the  passages  which  related 
to  your  conversations  with  him  ?  Or  to  the  accept- 
ance of  your  resignation,  voluntarily  and  unexpect- 
edly offered  ?  Or  to  the  assurance,  given  in  my  letter 
of  the  [aoth]  of  August  in  answer  to  yours  of  the 
[i9thj  (and  most  religiously  observed  on  my  part), 
not  to  mention  any  thing  of  the  matter,  until  you  had 
Kad  an  opportunity  of  clearing  it  up  ;  whilst  you,  on 
ifae  other  hand,  were  making  free  communications 
thereof  in  all  quarters,  and  intimating  to  your  friends, 
that,  in  the  course  of  your  vindication,  you  should 
bring  things  to  view,  which  would  affect  mc  more 
than  any  thing,  which  had  yet  appeared  ?  If  neither 
of  these,  nor  an  expectation  that  I  should  have  passed 
the  matter  over  unnoticed,  or  in  a  private  explana- 
tion ffnly  between  ourselves,  I  know  nothing  to  which 
the  sentiment  can  have  the  least  reference.  But  I 
do  not  write  from  a  desire  to  obtain  explanations ; 
for  it  is  not  my  meaning,  nor  shall  I  proceed  any  far- 
ther in  discussions  of  this  sort,  unless  necessity  should 
call  for  a  simple  and  candid  statement  of  the  business, 
to  be  laid  before  the  public     I  am.  &c. 


TO  ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

[fRIVATB   and   CONflDKNTIAL.] 

Pimj^nicLPiiu,  39  October,  179$. 

Mt  deak  Sir  : 

A  voluminous  publication  is  daily  expected  from 
Mr.  R[andolphJ.  The  paper  alluded  to  In  the  ex- 
tract of  his  letter  to  me  of  the  8th  inst..  and  inserted 
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in  all  the  gazettes,  is  a  letter  of  my  own  to  him,  from 
which  he  intends  (as  far  as  I  can  collect  from  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances)  to  prove  an  inconsistenc)' 
in  my  conduct,  in  ratifying  the  Treaty  with  G.  Brit- 
ain, without  making  a  rescinding  (by  the  British 
government)  of  what  is  commonly  called  the  Provi- 
sion order,  equally  with  the  exception  of  the  1 2tll 
article  by  the  Senate,  a  condition  of  that  ratification, 
intending  thereby  to  show,  that  my  final  decision 
thereon  was  the  result  of  party  advice  ;  and  that  that 
party  was  under  British  influence.  It  being  a  letter 
of  my  own  which  he  has  asked  for.  I  did  not  hesitate 
a  moment  to  furnish  him  therewith,  and  to  authorize 
him  to  publish  every  private  letter  1  ever  wrote,  and 
every  word  I  ever  uttered,  if  he  thought  they  would 
contribute  to  his  vindication.  But  the  paper  he 
asked  for  is  but  a  mite  of  the  volume  that  is  to 
appear ;  for  without  any  previous  knowledge  of 
mine,  he  had  compiled  every  official  paper  (before 
this  was  asked)  for  publication,  the  knowledge  of 
which  can  subserve  the  purposes  he  has  in  view ;  and 
why  they  have  not  made  their  appearance  before 
this,  I  know  not,  as  it  was  estimated  in  the  published 
extract  of  his  Icttc-r  to  me,  that  nothing  retarded  it 
but  the  want  of  the  paper  then  applied  for,  which 
was  furnished  the  day  after  my  arrival  in  this  city, 
where  (on  the  20th  inst.)  I  found  his  letter,  after  it 
had  gone  to  Alexandria,  and  had  returned.' 

'  The  p»p"  nrferreJ  to  was  Washington's  Uller  to  Randolph  of  July  ajd. 
On  applying  al  Uic  Depatlmcnt  of  State  fot  >  light  of  il  Haiidolph  wu  dc> 
niod  liy  Pickerinir  nn  the  ground  that  it  could  have  no  rdation  to  the  Inter* 
c«pted  detpatch  of  Ksuuhrt  ;  "and  Ml.  Randolph  pcifeclly  well  knoits  that 
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I  shall  now  touch  upon  another  subject  as  unpleas- 
ant as  the  one  I  have  just  quitted.  What  am  I  to 
do  (or  a  Secretary  of  State  ?  I  ask  frankly,  and  with 
solicitude ;  and  shall  receive  kindly  any  sentiments 
you  may  express  on  the  occasion.  That  there  may 
be  no  concealment,  and  that  the  non-occupancy  of 
the  office  until  this  time  may  be  accounted  for,  (I  tell 
you  in  confidence  that.)  Mr.  Patterson,  of  New  Jer- 

Ki  fMigfittiaii  nx  ooc«soned  wAtAy  bjr  ihe  evidence  of  hu  oiminal  conduct 
aUUud  in  Hr.  Fauchct's  Utter  The  impeciioii  of  the  Pretident't  lotiEr 
Anctoaot  be  aeceuary  foi  Mt.  Randolph'iirindi cation." 

b  December  ■  punphlel  wo*  publkhed.  cntttleil  A  VinStaliaH  ■>/  Mr. 
Matdt^'i  /laigHoHm.  In  tbi*  psmphlel  an  cnntiinci]  ■  narreiivo  of  the 
^acipaUcTcntsieltliKg  to  the  ewe.  the  coiicspondence  betireen  the  rreiideni 
ad  Hi.  Kindolpb,  Ihe  whole  af  Fmchel's  Idler,  and  Mr.  Randolph '»  remark* 
■^loa  tbr  puti  lonching  his  conduct.  Sumc  part*  of  ihc  pemphlet  ibow  ■ 
UtHrnna  of  feeling,  and  a  warmth  of  temper,  which  wnikeii  Ihe  force  of  the 
Mtbor't  ftucmeelt.  and  render  li  ai  least  iloublfut  in  ihc  rcadcr't  mind 
vkMher  candac  in  exeiy  instance  prevailed  oret  mcncmcDl. 

"Aa  the  atperity,"  laji  Cbief  JuMicc  Manhall.  "with  which  Mt.  Ran- 
Mpk  tpohc  of  the  Pinidenl  on  other  occuionn  »  well  aa  in  hU  '  VinJicalion,' 
•Mcennred  bf  manr.  )l  ta»y  mcae  the  repuialian  of  that  gentleman  from 
ifllHlhiai.  whtd)  mlehl  be  Injiiriout  lo  It,  to  uy,  thai,  oonie  time  bcfnre  hit 
dcalk,  bt  had  Uw  nugnanimil)'  lo  acknowlrd^'c  the  injuttico  of  those  impula- 
M«4.  A  tetter  to  the  Honorahle  Biuhiod  Washington,  of  Jul;  sd.  iSio,  a 
npf  ef  wtifcb  WM  irannaiHed  by  Mr.  Randolph  lo  the  author,  contain*  Ihe 
Uwtaf  declaralioni  among  olhere  of  fimilar  import.  '  I  do  not  retain  tfa« 
■Milea  dcpee  of  thai  feeling,  which  ronicd  mc  fifteen  yeati  o^o  aKiinit  iiomo 
WiTiinalt.  Vet  the  world  conlafna  no  tretiuie.  dereptjon.  or  charm,  which 
!  me  from  the  contoUtKni  of  bring  in  ■  ilale  of  goud-will  lowardi  all 
I ;  aad  I  tboeld  dm  be  mortified  to  aik  pardon  of  any  man  with  whom 
IWnb*e«*t  *ari*ncr  for  any  injury,  which  I  may  have  <toiie  him.  If  I 
ratld  a«v  ptoent  myself  before  your  tvnerated  uncle,  it  would  br  my  piide  to 
cadm  nj  conlrllkin.  thai  I  tuflcred  my  irriulion.  Id  Ihe  cause  be  what  It 
■nth.  In  aw  iodic  oI  thntc  ciprcMiona  reiii<cctin|;  him.  whith,  ai  thiK  moment 
ef  or  indilfeienee  to  Ihe  ideas  of  the  world,  I  wiih  to  recall,  as  being  incm^ 
iiueu  >iih  my  Hihaeqactit  convidion.  My  life  wiU  I  hope  be  sufEclenlly  ol- 
tndsd  tor  Ike  reeotrlinft  of  my  liaccre  opinion  of  hit  virtuei  and  merit.  In  ■ 
rtfli  wUck  it  not  the  leialt  of  ■  mind  merely  debilitated  by  miifurlnne,  bat  of 
te  QeiMlaii  phllowphy.  on  which  alone  I  depend  tor  inward  iranquillily.' " 
—UanhiU't  £i/r  c/  H'oikinjUn,  adcditimi.  lol.  ii.,  note. 
• 


sey ;  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  of  Maryland ;  General 
Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina ;  and  Mr.  Patrick 
Henry,  of  Virginia  ;  in  the  order  they  are  men- 
tioned, have  all  been  applied  to,  and  refused. 
Would  Mr.  King  accept  it?  You  know  the  objec- 
tions I  have  had  to  the  nomination,  to  office,  of  any 
person  from  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
you  will  be  at  no  loss  to  perceive,  that  at  the  present 
crisis,  another  reason  might  be  adduced  against  this 
appointment.  But  maugre  all  objections,  if  Mr. 
King  would  accept,  I  would  look  no  further.  Can 
you  sound,  and  let  me  know  soon,  his  sentiments  on 
this  occasion  ?  If  he  should  feel  disposed  to  listen 
to  the  proposition,  tell  him  tandidly,  all  that  I  have 
done  in  this  matter ;  that  neither  he  nor  I  may  be 
made  uneasy  thereafter  from  the  discovery  of  It ;  he 
will,  I  am  confident,  perceive  the  ground  upon  which 
I  have  acted,  in  making  these  essays  ;  and  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  appreciate  my  motives.  If  he  should 
decline  also,'  pray  learn  with  precision  from  him, 
what  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Potts,  the  Senator,' 
are,  and  be  as  diffusive  as  you  can  with  respect  to 
others,  and  I  will  decide  on  nothing  until  I  hear 
from  you — pressing  as  the  case  is. 

'  King  [iKliocd.  *'  CiicamiUnccB  of  the  momflnl  contpin  with  the  ditgut 
which  ■  virtuoiu  and  indcpciulent  mind  (ccb  «l  pUcine  iUcK  tm  kut  to  ih( 
fuui  &nd  T<nomouii  ihafu  al  cilumny  wliich  >tc  coDtitiuilly  >tiM  bjr  an  oiliaw 
confcftency  agaioil  virtue,  lo  gire  Mr.  King  a  derided  dirincUnatian  to  tbt 
office."— //iiiniV/ffH  te  Waihitiiim,  5  Novcmbef,  IT9S. 

'  Ktchaid  Potli.  "  We  Ixnli  iliiiik  well  of  bla  prlncljilo  and  coDudtt  fajw 
w  ■  man  ol  guK)  kthh.  BuI  lie  it  of  a  cast  of  cbanctcr  il]4UJt«l  to  mch  ■■ 
ftppointmcnt.  asd  ii  not  rxitmivt  cither  u  to  talents  sa  intoneitiOD.  It  l«  abs 
k  leriooi  question  whether  the  Senate  al  Ihii  linie  011^  to  be  wcakaaod." — 
Mantillon'i  /Itfly. 
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To  enable  you  to  judge  of  this  matter  with  more 
lights  still ;  1  add,  that  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Virginia,  has 
declined  the  oflice  of  Attorney  General,  and  I  am 
pretty  certain,  would  accept  of  no  other,  and  I  know 
that  Col.  Carrington  would  not  come  into  the  War 
Department  (if  a  vacancy  should  happen  therein.) 
Mr.  Dexter,  it  is  said,  would  accept  the  office  of 
Attorney  General.'  No  person  is  yet  absolutely 
fixed  on  for  that  office.  Mr.  Smith  of  South  Caro- 
lina, some  time  ago.  would  have  had  no  objection  to 
filling  a  respectable  office  under  the  General  Govern- 
ment, but  what  his  views  might  lead  to,  or  his  abilities 
particularly  fit  him  for,  I  am  an  incompetent  judge  ; 
and  besides,  on  the  ground  of  popularity,  his  preten- 
sions would,  1  fear,  be  small.'  Mr.  Chase,  of  Mary- 
land, is.  unquestionably,  a  man  of  abilities ;  and  it  is 
supposed  by  some  chat  he  would  accept  the  appoint- 
ment of  Attorney-General.  Though  opposed  to  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  it  is  said,  he  has  been  a 

**  HAb'  Mr.  Dtxttr  ot  Ut.  Gtrf  wmld  antwcr  [(or  Atlorney  Ucncnd). 
TWj  ut  both  men  of  oiidQiiblcd  prokily.  Mr.  Dc;iln  hai  mot  nalurat 
kital,  and  U  MMOg  in  U»  ptttJcnUr  fttAtiaion.  ilj.  Gore.  (  believe,  u 
•fnQi coBsiiterad  in  hi*  profcMlon,  and  ha*  moie  varlout  infonnitiin.  No 
CBOJ  B*a  iloubu  Mr.  Gore'*  purity,  bul  bi  bai  dui(I«  ni<]nt]F  by  agcntioi  (or 
Briliih  bewiei  in  Ibe  rtcoterj  of 'debU,  cic-,  and  by  operation*  in  th«  fund*, 
■hich  *  otfiaia  put*  otijMt  to  him.  I  believe  Mr.  Deiicr  in  free  Irom  every. 
Aiac  dI  iliii  kind.  Mr.  King  Ibinki  Gore  on  the  whole  [>ie[erabU.  I  hesitate 
Wnma  thtm."—UamUifn'i  Jtiffy. 

* "  Smili,  Ibough  not  of  (nil  ttcc,  it  vrry  tttpectable  for  l»lsnt,  and  ha* 
|M^  nriosi  inforviation.  I  think  h«  hii  more  rvu/  faJ/nl  than  the  lait  ia- 
(•■fccat  of  (be  office  fKandnlphJ.  Bat  there  *rc  tlrbng  obicclion*  lo  bj* 
■fpeolnieiu.  I  for  he  i&  of  aa  Hncoinfortablr  ivmiJ^i.  He  it  jiojiiilir  with  no 
iMli|iliini  of  men.  Ireen  a  Mttain  kardHtti  of  character ;  and  he,  mors  thaa 
BOH  <<li<r  men,  ti  couidered  ai  tloctored  with  prejudices  tovaidt  the  Brttiih," 
-^amAHi'/  Ktpfy, 
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Steady  friend  to  the  general  government  since  it  has 
been  in  operation.  But  he  is  violently  opposed  in 
his  own  State  by  a  party,  and  is  besides,  or  to  speak 
more  correctly,  has  been  accused  of  some  impurity  in 
his  conduct.'  I  might  add  to  this  catalogue  that 
Col.  Innes  is  among  the  number  of  those  who  have 
passed  in  review  ;  but  his  extreme  indolence  renders 
his  abilities  (great  as  they  are  said  to  be)  of  little 
use.  In  short,  what  with  the  non-acceptance  of 
some, — the  known  dereliction  of  those  who  are  most 
fit ;  the  exceptionable  drawbacks  from  others  ; — and 
a  wish  (if  it  were  practicable)  to  make  a  geographical 
distribution  of  the  great  offices  of  the  administration, 
I  find  the  selection  of  proper  characters  an  arduous 
duty. 

The  period  is  approaching,  indeed  is  already  come, 
for  selecting  the  proper  subjects  for  my  communica- 
tions to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  next  session — 
and  the  manner  of  treating  them  merits  more  than 
the  consideration  of  a  moment  The  crisis,  and  the 
incomplete  state  in  which  most  of  the  important 
affairs  of  this  country  are  at  present,  make  the  first 
more  difficult,  and  the  latter  more  delicate  than  usual. 

The  treaty  with  Great  Britain  is  not  yet  concluded. 
After  every  consideration,  however,  I  could  bestow 


•  Sftmud  ChtM,  when  in  CongreM.  had  ipccuUtcd  upon  the  ncccsulid  of 
the  Conlinenlal  aimy,  using  the  inforniauon  of  lis  nerds  he  acquired  u  a  mcn- 
b«f  of  Congreu  (or  hit  own  pscunigry  advanlagc.  It  ii  not  >  litlls  remaricable 
that  it  wu  Itomillon  who  had  publicly  eipoicd  thit  sbuic,  for  the  Puiliui  let- 
len  o(  177$  were  wrillen  igainsi  Clmsc,  and  were  insliumcnlal  in  having  him 
dropped  [rom  the  M&ryUnd  delegation  in  Congress.  Id  hit  repl^  tluniltOB 
look  no  notice  o(  tbi«  snggesiion  ol  Cbase'i  appointmenc. 
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00  it  (and  after  entertaining  very  serious  doubts  of 
the  propriety  of  doing  it  on  account  of  the  provision 
order),  it  has  been  ratified  by  me  ;  what  has  been  or 
will  be  done  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
relative  to  it,  is  not  now.  and  probably  will  not  be 
known  by  the  meeting  of  Congress,  Yet  such  per- 
haps is  the  state  of  that  businttss,  as  to  make  com- 
munication thereof  to  the  legislature  necessary ; 
wbether  in  the  precise  form,  or  to  accompany  it  with 
some  expression  of  my  sense  of  the  thing  itself,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  treated,  merits  deep 
reflection.  If  good  would  How  from  the  latter,  by  a 
just  and  temperate  communication  of  my  ideas  to 
thecommunityat  large,  through  this  medium,  guarded 
so  as  not  to  add  fuel  to  passions  prepared  to  blaze, 
and  at  the  same  time  so  expressed  as  not  to  excite 
the  criticisms  or  animadversions  of  European  powers, 

1  would  readily  embrace  it  But,  I  would  decidedly 
avoid  every  expression  which  could  be  construed 
into  a  dereliction  of  the  powers  of  the  President 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  make 
treaties,^-or  into  a  shrinking  from  any  act  of  mine 
relative  to  it— In  a  word,  if  a  conciliatory  plan  can 
be  assimilated  with  a  firm,  manly,  and  dignified  con- 
duct in  this  business,  it  would  be  desirable;  but  the 
laticr  I  will  never  yield.  On  this  head  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  add,  that  no  official  (nor  indeed  any  other) 
accounts  have  been  received  from  France  of  the 
reception  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  by  the 
National  Convention.  Perhaps  it  is  too  early  to 
expect  any. 
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Our  negotiations  with  Spain,  as  far  as  accounts 
have  been  received  from  Mr.  Pinckncy  (soon  after 
his  arrival  there,  but  after  a  conference  with  the 
Duke  de  la  Alcudia  on  the  subject,  before,  however, 
the  peace  between  France  and  that  country  was 
publicly  known),  stand  upon  the  same  procrasti- 
nating, trifling,  undignified  (as  it  respects  that  gov- 
ernment), and  insulting  as  it  relates  to  this  country, 
ground  as  they  did  at  the  commencement  of  them. 
Under  circumstances  like  these,  1  shall  be  at  a  loss 
(if  nothing  more  decisive  shall  arrive  between  this 
and  the  assembling  of  Congress)  what  to  say  on  this 
subject,  especially  as  this  procrastination  and  trifling 
has  been  accompanied  by  encroachments  on  our 
territorial  rights.  There  is  no  doubt  of  this  fact ; 
but  persons  have,  nevertheless,  been  sent  both  by 
Gov.  Blount  and  Gen.  Wayne,  to  know  by  what  au- 
thority it  is  done.  The  conduct  of  Spain  (after 
having  herself  invited  this  negotiation,  and  throughout 
the  whole  of  its  progress)  has  been  such,  that  I  have, 
at  limes,  thought  it  best  to  express  this  sentiment  at 
once  in  the  speech,  and  refer  to  the  proceedings. 
At  other  times,  to  say  only  that  matters  arc  in  the 
same  inconclusive  state  they  have  been ;  and  that  if 
no  alteration  for  the  better,  or  a  conclusion  of  it, 
should  take  place  before  the  session  is  drawing  to  a 
close,  that  the  proceedings  will  be  laid  fully  before 
Congress. 

From  Algiers,  no  late  accounts  have  been  re- 
ceived ;  and  little  favorable,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  to 
be  expected  from  that  quarter. 
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From  Morocco,  the  first  communications,  after  our 
agent  arrived  there,  were  pleasing  ;  but  the  final 
result,  if  any  has  taken  place,  is  yet  unknown — and 
are  more  clouded. 

Our  concerns  with  the  Indians  will  tell  well.  I 
hope,  and  believe,  the  peace  with  the  Western  I  ndians 
will  be  permanent,  unless  renewed  difificuhies  with 
Great  Britain  should  produce  (as  it  very  likely  would 
do)  a  change  in  their  conduct.  But  whether  this  matter 
can  be  mentioned  in  the  speech  with  propriety, 
before  it  is  advised  and  consented  to  by  the  Senate, 
b  questionable  :  and  nothing,  I  am  sure,  that  is  so, 
aad  is  susceptible  of  cavil  or  criticism,  will  escape 
tbe  anonymous  writers,  if  it  should  go  unnoticed 
elsewhere.  It  will  be  denominated  by  these  gentry 
a  bolster.  All  the  hostile  Indians  to  the  southward 
have  renewed  the  treaties  of  amity  and  friendship 
with  the  United  States,  and  have  given  the  best 
proof  in  their  power  of  their  sincerity,  to  wit,  a 
return  of  prisoners  and  property ;  and  peace  prevails 
from  one  end  of  our  frontier  to  the  other.  Peace 
ako  has  been  produced  between  the  Creeks  and 
Cliickasaws  by  the  intervention  of  this  government ; 
W  something  untoward  and  unknown  here  has 
occasioned  a  renewal  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the 
Creeks. 

The  military  establishment  is  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  claim  a  place  in  the  general  communication, 
M  the  opening  of  the  session  ;  and  my  opinion  is, 
(hat  circumstanced  as  things  are  at  present,  and  the 
vnccrtainty  of  what  they  may  be  next  year,  it  would 
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be  impolitic  to  reduce  it,  but  whether  to  express  anj 
opinion   thereon,  or  leave  it  entirely  to  their  o* 
decision,  may  be  considered. 

Whether  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, relative  to  fiscal  matters,  particularly  on  the 
loans  of  money,  and  another  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  respecting  the  frigates,  arsenals,  military  stores 
directed  to  be  provided ;  and  the  train  in  which  the 
trade  with  the  Indians  is,  agreeably  to  the  several 
acts  of  Legislature,  may  not  be  proper,  and  to  be 
referred  to  in  the  speech.  ^ 

Having  desired  the  late  Secretary  of  State  to  not^l 
down  every  matter  as  it  occurred,  proper  either 
for  the  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  or  for 
messages  afterwards,  the  inclosed  paper  contains 
everything  I  could  extract  from  that  office.  Aid  me, 
I  pray  you,  with  your  sentiments  on  these  points, 
and  such  others  as  may  have  occurred  to  you  relative 
to  my  communications  to  Congress. 

With  affectionate  regard,  I  am  always  yours. 


TO   ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 


PiiiLADRLPiiiA,  33  Novenbct, 
Mv  DEAR  SiK, 

Enclosed  are  letters  for  Mr.  de  la  Fayette,  and  his 
Tutor.  I  leave  them  o[>en  for  your  perusal ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  request  in  my  letter  of  the  i8th 
I  shall  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  any  measures  respecting 
them  which  you  (and  others  with  whom  you  may 
disposed  to  consult)  may  deem  most  eligable. — 

As  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  feelings  of  both 
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are  alive  to  every  thingwhich  may  have  the  semblance 
of  DCglcct  or  slight ; — and  indeed,  expectant  as  they 
must  have  been,  (without  adverting  perhaps  to  the 
impediments)  of  an  invitation  to  fly  to  me  without 
delay — and  distressing  and  forlorn  as  the  situation  of 
one  of  them  is — it  is  necessary  that  everj*  assurance 
ud  consolation  should  be  administered  to  them. — 
For  these  reasons  1  pray  you  to  send  my  letters  to 
tbcm  by  Express,  the  expence  of  which  I  will  repay 
with  thankfulness. 

The  doubt  which  you  have  expressed  of  the 
propriety  of  an  open  and  avowed  conduct  in  me 
towards  the  son  of  Mr.  de  la  Fayette,  and  the  subject 
it  might  afford  to  malignancy  to  misinterpret  the 
cause,  has  so  much  weight  that  I  am  distrustful  of 
my  own  judgment  in  deciding  on  this  business  lest 
my  feelings  should  carrj'  me  further  than  prudence 
(while  I  am  a  public  character)  will  warrant. — 

It  has,  however,  like  many  other  things  in  which  I 
have  been  involved,  two  edges,  neither  of  which  can 
be  avoided  without  falling  on  the  other. 
^On  one  side.  I  may  be  charged  with  countenancing 
_  who  have  been  denounced  the  enemies  of 
France ; — on  the  other  with  noi  countenancing  the 
son  of  a  man  who  is  dear  to  America. — 

When  I  wrote  to  you  last '  I  had  resolved  to  take 
both  the  pupil  and  Tutor  into  my  own  family,  sup- 
poang  it  would  be  most  agreeable  to  the  young 
gwtlemen,  and  congenial  with  friendship. — At  the 
aaie  time  that  it  would  have  given  me  more  com- 
"ttnd  over  hint—been   more   convenient — and   less 


'  On  the  tSih  of  November. 


expensive  to  myself  than  to  board  them  out. — But : 
now,  as  I  have  intimated  before,  I  confide  the  matter 
entirely  to  your  decision,  after  seeing,  and  conversing^ 
with  them. — 

Mr.  Adct  has  been  indirectly  sounded  on  the] 
coming  over  of  the  family  of  Fayette  ^«t<^#'fl//j',  but 
not  as  to  the  exa£t  point — His  answer  was,  that  as' 
France  did  not  make  war  upon  women  and  children, 
he  did  not  suppose  their  emigration  could  excite  any 
notice.  The  case,  however,  might  be  different,  i{A 
one  of  them  (with  his  Tutor,  whose  character,  con- 
duct and  principles  may,  for  aught  1  know  to  the 
contrary,  be  very  obnoxious)  was  brought  into  my 
family,  and  of  course,  into  the  company  that  visited^ 
it — But  as  all  these  things  will  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration by  you  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  them,  and  only 
add  that  with  esteem,  regard,  and  sincere  affn.  I  am 
ever  yours.  H 

P.  S     I  have  no  doubt  but  that  young  Fayette 
and  his  Tutor  might  be  boarded  at  German  Town- 
or  in  the  vicinity  of  this  City,  and  would  be  at  hand' 
to  receive  assistance  and  advice  as  occasion   might 
require  although  he  might  not  be  a  resident  under 
my  roof. 


TO  JOHN  H.  STONE,  GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND. 

Dear  Sir  :  PHiuAOELfHiA,  6  D«c«raber,  179s. 

By  Thursday's  post  I  was  favored  with  your  letter^ 
of  the  27th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  Declaration  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland.     At  any  time  the 
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expression  of  such  a  sentiment  would  have  been  con* 
sidered  as  highly  honorable  and  flattering.  At  the 
present,  when  the  voice  of  malignancy  is  so  high- 
toned,  and  no  attempts  are  left  unessayed  to  destroy 
all  ronfidence  in  the  constituted  authorities  of  this 
countr)',  it  is  peculiarly  grateful  to  my  sensibility  ; 
and.  coming  spontaneously,  and  with  the  unanimity 
il  has  done  from  so  respectable  a  representation  of 
the  people,  it  adds  weight  as  well  as  pleasure  to 
the  act. 

I  have  long  since  resolved,  for  the  present  time  at 
least,  to  let  my  calumniators  proceed  without  any 
notice  being  taken  of  their  invectives  by  myself,  or 
by  any  others  with  my  participation  or  knowledge. 
Their  views,  !  dare  say,  are  readily  perceived  by  all 
the  enlightened  and  well-disposed  part  of  the  com- 
munity ;  and  by  the  records  of  my  administration, 
and  not  by  the  voice  of  faction.  I  expect  to  be  ac- 
quitted or  condemned  hereafter. 

For  your  politeness  in  making  the  unofficial  and 
friendly  communication  of  this  act,  I  pray  you  to 
receive  my  thanks,  and  assurances  at  the  same  time 
of  my  being,  with  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  dear 
Scr.&c' 

'  Th  Dedanlion  tA  Uie  General  Ascmbly  ol  MaryUnd,  rclctrcd  to  tn  ibU 
"Bcr, KM  I  i[iii  iiril  in  the  foUDwing  lan|[UR){e,  and  »*&  iinanitaoutly  idopiGil 
^At  Home  of  Otitgitci  and  Itie  Sonale  : — 

'  Koolircd  nnuiimoiulf,  that  the  General  Auctnbl;  of  Maryland,  imprcitcd 
*u  Ibe  tiveli««l  wrme  of  the  irepcrLxnl  and  dUinlcrciitcd  aeivlcch  rendered  to 
■>E>NMff  by  the  PmiJnit  of  (he  Unilcd  SlalM  ;  convinced  that  ihe  pnnperiljr 
•'wrr  («e  gowmnKOi  -j  promoted  by  the  eiUtcncc  of  ralional  confidctice 
■tviM  IIm  [teople  and  iheii  trusleei,  and  ii  injured  tiy  miijilaied  )u«]iiclon 
**'ilUoBDd«I  jralouay ;  conndcrini;  thai  public  virtue  receivcii  in  bnl  reward 
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SPEECH  TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OF  CONGRESS,  DECEMBER  STK,] 

I  795-' 
FELtow- Citizens  of  the  Skkate 

AND  HOCSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  :  

I  trust  I  do  not  deceive  myself,  while  I  indalgc  the  perstrasioD, 
that  I  have  never  met  jou  x\  any  period,  when,  more  than  at  the 
present,  the  situation  of  our  public  xllairs  has  afforded  just  cause 
(or  mutual  congratulation,  and  for  inviiinij  you  to  join  with  roe 
in  profound  gratitude  lo  the  Author  of  all  good,  for  the  nunw 
and  extraordinary  blessings  we  enjoy. 

The  termination  of  the  long,  expensive,  and  distressing  wa^T 
which  we  have  been  engaged  with  certain  Indians,  northwest  of 
the  Ohio,  is  ptac«d  in  the  option  of  tbe  United  Sutet,  by  a  treaty, 
which  the  commander  of  our  army  has  concluded  provisionally^ 
with  the  hostile  tribes  in  that  region.  ^ 

In  die  adjustment  of  the  terms,  the  satisfaction  of  the  Indiana 
was  deemed  an  object  worthy  no  less  of  the  policy,  than  of  the 
liberality  of  the  United  States,  as  the  necessary  basis  of  durable 
tntnquillily.  This  object,  il  is  believed,  has  been  fully  attained. 
Tlie  articles  agTeei]  upon  will  immediately  be  laid  before  tlM^ 
Senate  for  their  consideralion.  ^P 

The  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  who  alone  of  the  soulhcra 
tribes  had  annoyed  our  frontier,  have  lately  confirmed  their  prc- 


in  lh«  approving  voice  ol  ■  gtatiful  people,  and  (h«t,  when  (hil  reward  U 
denied  to  ii.  th?  noh1«i(  incentive  to  Eitac  and  honorable  actioni,  to  eenctoa* 
leal  and  magnanimoui^  perMTcnuicc,  i>  dettroyed  ;  obiervln^  with  d««p  con* 
eern,  a  aenca  of  cITurlti.  b?  inJirtcl  intinualion,  or  optn  invective,  to  detach 
from  the  liist  miKitltalc  of  ihc  Union  the  well-earned  confidence  of  his  fdlenr 
cititeni :  think  it  their  duty  In  declate.  and  they  do  hereby  dcclar*,  ihttr 
ttnabaicd  reliance  on  the  inUgrily.Jttdgmtnt.  *.a^  fairivlitm  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slatct." 

This  Dcclimion  wu  brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Dele|[atct  by  Wil]i«a 
Pinckncy.  Mr.  Mcllenry,  in  a  leltet  giving  on  account  ol  the  matter  to  the 
Preiideni,  wrote  -.  "  Mr.  fKnckney,  a  man  of  real  lalenti  and  geniut,  artd  a  (•*- 
cinating  speaker,  took  charge  of  the  Dcilarathn.  He  orieinaleil  il  in  lb* 
House,  and  lupportcd  It  beaulilully  and  imisiMiMy.  Hit  inflsencc  and 
conduct  oil  the  occaiiciii  overawed  some  reitleu  spiriti,  and  reached  even  inb 
the  Senate," — Annipoli*,  December  sth. 

'  This  speech  was  written  by  Hamillnn. 
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ditting  treaties  with  us ;  and  were  giving  evidence  of  a  sincere 
iiipoiiuon  to  carry  them  into  effect,  by  the  surrender  of  the 
pmoDcn  and  property  they  had  taken.  But  we  have  to  lament, 
that  the  fair  prospect  in  this  quarter  has  been  once  more  clouded 
by  nnion  murders,  which  some  citizen.i  of  Georgia  are  repre- 
KMtd  to  have  recently  perpetrated  on  hunting  parties  of  the 
Coeb,  which  have  again  subjected  that  frontier  to  disquietude 
and  dtoger;  which  will  be  productive  of  further  expense,  and 
nij  occasion  more  effusion  of  blood.  Measures  are  pursuing  to 
pnvtot  or  mitigate  the  usual  consequences  of  such  outrages,  and 
*ttb  the  hope  of  their  succeeding,  at  least  to  avert  general 
hostility. 

A  letter  from  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  announces  to  me  his 
itco|nition  of  our  treaty  made  with  hia  father  the  late  Emperor  ; 
and.  consequently,  the  continuance  of  peace  with  that  power. 
With  peculiar  satisfaction  I  add,  that  information  has  been  re- 
ctned  from  an  agent  deputed  on  our  part  to  Algiers,  importing, 
ttnt  the  terms  of  a  treaty  with  the  Dcy  and  Regency  of  that 
eeoatry  had  been  adjusted  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  authorise 
(lie  apeciation  of  a  speedy  peace,  and  the  restoration  of  our 
uofonunale  fellow^^itiiens  from  a  grievous  captivity. 

The  latest  advices  from  our  envoy  zx  the  court  of  Madrid  give, 
iBweover,  the  pleasing  information,  that  he  had  received  assur- 
■ces  of  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  conclusion  of  bis  negotiation. 
VMIe  the  event,  depending  upon  unadjusted  particulars,  cannot 
fce  regarded  as  ascertained,  it  is  agreeable  to  cherish  the  expecta- 
twa  of  an  issue,  which,  securing  amicably  very  essential  interests 
•f  ibf  United  States,  will  at  the  same  lime  lay  the  foundation  of 
lutiDg  harmony  with  a  power,  whose  friendship  we  have  uni- 
^oas\j  uu)  sincerely  deured  to  cultivate. 

Though  not  before  officially  disclosed  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
tntwives,  you.  Gentlemen,  are  all  apprized,  that  a  treaty  of 
wiijr,  commerce,  and  navigation  has  been  negotiated  with  Great 
^Intua ;  and  that  the  Senate  have  advised  and  consented  to  its 
Mificatioo,  upon  a  condition  which  excepts  part  of  one  article. 
Apeeably  thereto,  and  to  the  best  judgment  I  was  able  to  form 
of  the  public  interest,  after  full  and  mature  dclibciatioD,  I  have 
added  my  sanction.     The  result  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 


I4> 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[•?« 


\a,Vj  is  unknowm.  Wheu  received,  the  subject  will,  without  deUj, 
be  placed  before  Congress. 

This  interesting  summary  of  our  sffsirs,  with  regard  lo  lh« 
foreign  powers,  between  whom  and  the  United  Sutcs  contro- 
versies have  subsisted  ;  2nd  wiih  regard  also  to  those  of  our 
Indian  neighbors,  with  whom  we  have  been  in  a  state  of  enmity 
or  misunderstanding,  opens  a  wide  field  for  condoling  and  gratifjr- 
ing  rcfleclions.  If,  by  prudence  and  moderation  on  every  side, 
the  extinguishment  of  all  the  causes  of  externa)  discord,  which 
have  heretofore  menaced  our  tranquillity,  on  terms  compatible 
with  OUT  national  rights  and  honor,  shall  be  the  happy  result ; 
how  firm  and  how  precious  a  foimdaiion  will  have  been  laid  for 
accelerating,  mainring,  and  establithing  the  prosperity  of  our 
country. 

Contemplating  the  internal  situation,  as  well  as  the  external  re* 
latioos.  of  the  United  Siai«s,  we  discover  equal  cause  for  content- 
ment and  satisfaction.  While  many  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
with  their  American  dependencies,  have  been  involved  in  a  con- 
test unusually  bloody,  exhausting,  and  calamitous;  in  which  the 
evils  of  foreign  war  have  been  aggravated  by  domestic  convulsioa 
and  insurrection ;  in  which  many  of  the  arts  most  useful  to 
society  have  been  exposed  to  discouragement  and  decay;  tn 
which  scarcity  of  subsistence  has  embittered  other  sufferings  ; 
while  even  the  anticipations  of  a  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace 
and  repose  are  alloyed  by  the  sense  of  heavy  and  accumulating 
burthens,  which  press  upon  all  the  departments  of  industry,  and 
threaten  lo  clog  the  future  springs  of  government  ;  our  favored 
country,  happy  in  a  striking  contrast,  has  enjoyed  general  tran- 
quillity ;  a  tranquillity  the  more  satisfactory,  because  maintained 
at  the  expense  of  no  duty.  Faithful  to  ourselves,  we  have  vio- 
lated no  obligation  to  others.  Our  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures  prosper  beyond  former  example;  tite  motestatioas 
of  our  trade  (to  prevent  a  continuance  of  which,  however,  very 
pointed  remonstrances  have  been  made)  being  overbalanced  by 
the  aggregate  benefits  which  it  derives  from  a  neutral  position. 
Our  population  advances  with  a  celerity,  which,  exceeding  the 
most  sanguine  calculations,  proportionally  augments  our  strength 
•ad  resources,  and  guarantees  our  future  security.    Every  pait 
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of  ilie  Union  displays  indications  of  rapid  and  various  improve- 
llKili;>Dd  »'i>li  burlhcns  so  light  as  scarcely  to  be  perceived, 
«itb  mources  fully  adequate  (o  our  present  cxigcnciex,  with 
gOTCrameais  founded  on  the  jfenuinc  principles  of  rationni  lib- 
«R)i,uid  with  mild  and  wholesome  lan'S,  is  it  too  much  to  say,  that 
oar  country  esbibiis  a  spectacle  of  national  happiness  never 
MTpatm).  if  ever  before  equalled  ? 

Plictd  in  a  situation  every  way  so  auspicious,  motives  of  com- 
nusding  force  impel  us,  with  sincere  acknowledgment  to  Heaven, 
ud  pure  love  to  our  counir)-,  to  unite  our  efforts  to  preserve, 
pnlMg,  and  improve  our  immense  advantages.  To  codperate 
nth  fou  in  this  desirable  work  is  a  fervent  and  favorite  wish  of 
mrlKirt 

It  it  a  valuable  ingredient  in  the  general  estimate  of  our  welfare, 
thtf  Ike  pari  of  our  country,  which  was  lately  the  scene  of  dis- 
order and  insurrection,  now  enjoys  the  blessings  of  quiet  and 
wder.  The  misled  have  abandoned  their  errors,  and  pay  the  rc- 
(ptcitoour  constitution  and  laws,  which  is  due  from  good  citi> 
KM  to  the  public  authorities  of  the  society.  These  circumstances 
k»-e induced  me  to  pardon,  generally,  the  ofirender&  here  referred 
■o;  and  to  extend  forgiveness  to  those,  who  had  been  adjudged 
to  capital  punishment.  For,  though  1  shall  always  think  it  a 
neicdduty,  to  exercise  with  6rmness  and  energy  the  conslitu* 
tioMi  powers  with  which  1  am  vested,  yet  it  appears  to  me 
V)  less  consistent  with  the  public  good,  than  it  is  with  my  per- 
WDsl  feelings,  to  mingle  in  the  operations  of  government  cvcrf 
degree  of  moderation  and  tenderness,  which  the  national  justice, 
dignity,  and  safety  may  permit. 

CDHLEueN,  Among  the  objects,  which  will  claim  your  attention 
■ilhc  course  of  the  session,  a  review  of  our  military  establish- 
But  is  not  the  least  important.  It  is  called  for  by  the  events 
■Wch  have  changed,  and  may  be  expected  *lill  further  to  change, 
tlic  relative  situation  of  our  frontiers.  In  this  review,  you  will 
4nbdess  allow  due  weight  to  the  considerations,  that  the  ques- 
Bns  between  us  and  certain  foreign  powers  are  not  yet  finally 
■gutted ;  that  the  war  in  Europe  is  not  yet  terminated  ;  and  that 
OV  western  posts,  when  recovered,  will  demand  provision  for 
funiooing  and  securing   them.    A  statement   of  our  present 
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wfil  be  laid  before  you  \tj  the  depattincnt  of 

^  te«ie«  of  our  army  cslabltshment  is  naturally  con- 
;  af  the  militia.  It  will  merit  inquiry,  what  impcrfec- 
t  ffxuting  pUn  further  experience  may  have  unfolded, 
it  of  so  much  moment  in  my  estimation,  as  to  excite 
solicitude,  that  the  consideration  of  it  may  be  re- 
bO  th«  greatest  attainable  perfection  shall  be  accom- 
Time  is  wearing  away  some  advantafces  (or  forwarding 
^  thjin  while  ooDc  belter  deserve*  the  pcisevering  attention 
4t  ite  pabtie  couDctb. 

WMv  «« indulge  the  satisfaction,  which  the  actual  conditioa  of 
^at  «««iera  borders  so  well  aiilhorizcs,  it  is  necessary  that  we 
.^KmIiI  not  loBc  sight  of  an  important  truth,  which  continually 
motivM  new  confirmations,  namely,  that  the  provision*  hcreto- 
^MtMtl*  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the  Indians  from  the 
mjl^nrri  of  the  lawless  part  of  our  frontier  inhabitants  arc  iosuf- 
It  is  demonstrated  that  these  violences  can  now  be  per- 
wilh  impunity  ;  and  it  can  need  no  argumenl  lo  prove, 
unlc«t  the  murdering  of  Indians  can  be  restrained  by  bring- 
I  the  murderers  to  condign  punishment,  all  the  exertions  of 
t  |uvemment  lo  prevent  destructive  tetalialions  by  the  Indians 
I  prove  fruitless,  and  all  our  present  agreeable  prospects  illu- 
^K!$-  1'be  frei^uent  destruction  of  in.iocent  women  and  children, 
i)t»  atv  chiefly  the  victims  of  retaliation,  must  continue  to  shock 
^Mouinity  ;  and  an  coonDovs  expense,  to  drain  the  treasury  of 
tlM  Union. 

To  enforce  upon  the  Indians  the  observance  of  Justice,  it  is 
tRtliipcnsable  that  there  shall  be  competent  means  of  rendering 
|ti*(icc  to  them.  If  these  means  can  be  devised  by  the  wisdom  of 
( i>iiKTc»s,  and  especially  if  there  can  be  added  an  adciiuatc  pro- 
wttitin  for  supplying  the  necessities  of  the  Indians  on  reasonable 
t«rins,  (a  measure,  the  mention  of  which  I  the  more  readily 
i«)ir<it,  at  in  all  the  conferences  with  them  they  urge  it  with 
-K.  nude,)  1  should  not  hesitate  to  entertain  a  strong  hope  of 
I 'ring  our  tranquillity  permanent.  I  add,  with  pleasure,  that 
htliiy  rv«n  of  their  civitiiaiion  is  not  diminished  by  the 
;h  have  been  thus  far  made,  under  the  auspices 
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of  governmetit.  The  nTComplishment  of  this  work,  if  practicaMCf 
will  reflect  undccaying  lusirc  on  our  aaiioital  chsTactcr,  and 
idiDiniEtcr  the  most  grateful  consolations  that  virtuous  minds 
en  know. 

Gd-TLXMEM  or  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  : 

The  state  of  out  revenue,  with  the  sums  which  have  been  bor- 
rwed  and  reimhuraed,  pursuant  to  diRerent  acts  of  CongrcsG, 
will  be  tubmtitcd  from  the  jiropcr  department ;  together  with  an 
eHinaic  of  the  appropnationg  necessary  to  be  made  for  the  service 
oflbecDSuing  year. 

Whether  measures  majr  not  be  advisable  to  reinforce  the  pro> 
Titian  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  delit,  nill  naturally  engage 
JPOir  examination.  Congress  have  demonstrated  their  sense  to 
be,  ud  it  were  superfluous  to  repeat  mine,  that  whatsoever 
•in  lend  to  accelerate  the  honorable  extinction  of  our  public 
dcti,  accords  as  much  with  the  true  interest  of  our  country 
u  «ith  the  general  sense  of  our  constituents. 

Gbtliuex  op  the  Sbnatr 

AND  House  or  KitrRinseNTATivEs: 

The  statements,  which  will  be  laid  before  you,  relative  to  the 
nmt,  will  show  the  situation  of  that  institution,  and  the  necessity 
<ifxat  further  legislative  provisions  for  carrying  the  business  of 
it  inore  completely  into  eflfect,  and  for  checking  abuses  which 
ifpear  to  be  ariMng  in  particular  quarters. 

The  progress  in  providing  materials  for  the  frigates,  and  in 
MUing  them ;  the  state  of  the  fortifications  of  our  harbors ;  the 
■onires  which  have  been  pursued  for  obtaining  proper  sites  for 
tnenals,  and  for  replenishing  our  magaxines  with  military  scores ; 
tad  the  steps  which  have  been  talcen  towards  the  execution  of 
il)c  law  for  opening  a  trade  with  the  Indians,  will  likewise  be 
pwented  for  the  information  of  Congress. 

Temperate  discussion  of  the  important  subjects,  which  may 
*ritt  in  the  course  of  the  session,  and  mutual  forbearance  where 
■hne  is  a  difTercnce  of  opinion,  arc  too  obvious  and  necessary  for 
Ae  peace,  happiness,  and  welfare  of  our  country  to  need  any 
ncommendation  of  mine. 
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TO  ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

FtuiADtLPHtA.  as  Decenber.  \v»- 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Have  you  seen  or  heard  more  of  young  Fayette 
since  you  last  wrote  to  me  on  that  subject  ?  Where 
did  he  go  to  ?  Did  you  deliver  him  the  letter  I  sent 
under  cover  to  you  for  him?  His  case  gives  me 
pain,  and  I  do  not  know  how  to  get  relieved  from  it 
— His  sensibility  I  fear  is  hurt,  by  his  not  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  my  letter  to  him  ;  and  yet,  if 
considerations  of  a  higher  nature  are  opposed  to  a 
more  uncovert  countenance,  it  must  be  submitted  to. 
— If  he  wants  money,  I  am  ready  to  furnish  it        ^ 

'Ere  this.  I  presume  you  have  seen  the  long  prom- 
ised vindication,  or  rather  accusation.  What  do  you 
think  of  it?  and  what  notice  should  be  taken  of  it 
You  are  fully  acquainted  with  my  Sentiments  relative 
to  the  rival  and  warring  powers  of  F[rance]  and 
E[ngland]  ;  and  have  heard  as  strong  sentiments 
from  me  with  respect  to  both,  as  ever  he  did.  His 
declaration  that  he  was  always  opposed  to  the  Com- 
mercial part  of  the  Negociation  is  as  impudent  and 
insolent  an  assertion  as  it  is  false,  if  he  means  more 
than  that  it  was  contingent  (as  the  Instructions  to 
Mr.  Jay  declare),  and  to  apply  the  knowledge  of  it  to 
me.  But  if  you  have  seen  his  performance,  I  shall 
leave  you  to  judge  of  it,  without  any  comments  of 
mine.' 


With  much  sincerity  and  truth 

I  am  always  and  afTect'Iy  Yours. 


1 


'  "  I  have  r«ad  vritb  c*re  Mr.  Randolph's  pmnplilel.     It  doea  not  turpriM 
mc.     I  consider  k  u  amounting  to  a  coiircMion  of  guilt ;  *nd  I  am  pcniutikd 
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TO   GOUV£RNEUR    MORRIS. 

PlItLADRLPIIIA,    33    I>MC«btt,    tJM- 

My  DEAR  Sir, 

I  am  become  so  unprofitable  a  correspondent,  and 
SD  remiss  in  my  correspondencies,  that  nothing  but 
die  kindness  of  my  friends,  in  overlooking  these 
deficiencies,  could  induce  them  to  favor  me  with  a 
continuance  of  their  letters  ;  which  to  me  are  at 
once  pleasing,  interesting,  and  useful.  To  a  man 
immersed  in  debt,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of  extricap 
tion  but  by  an  act  of  insolvency  (perhaps  absolvency 
would  be  a  better  word),  I  compare  myself ;  and  like 
him,  too.  afraid  to  examine  the  items  of  the  account, 
1  will  at  once  make  a  lumping  acknowledgment  of  the 
receipt  of  many  interesting  private  letters  from  you, 
previous  to  your  last  arrival  in  England,  and  will 
b^n  with  those  subsequent  thereto  of  the  3d  of 
July  and  sad  of  August. 

As  the  British  government  has  repealed  the  order 
for  seizing  our  provision  vessels,  little  more  need  be 
Old  on  that  head,  than  that  it  was  the  principle, 
vhich  constituted  the  most  obnoxious  and  exception- 
able part  thereof,  and  the  predicament  in  which  this 
country  was  thereby  placed  in  her  relations  with 
France.  Admitting,  therefore,  that  the  compensation 
to  iomt  individuals  was  adequate  to  wliat  it  might 
hare  been  in  another  quarter,  yet  the  exceptions  to 
■ton  these  grounds  remained  the  same: 

IHivQI  be  the  KDJTcml  oiiiDian.  Hi*  ■llempU  a)>aintl  you  am  vicwcl  by  ill 
^M  I  hm  Mcn,  u  tuua.  Tbcy  will  cvdainly  fait  of  their  aim.  anil  will  do 
pi4,  lUke*  Utan  iMrta.  to  tbc  public  cause  and  lo  jrounclt.  It  appcan  to  in« 
All^  bf  JOB,  no  sMicc  Ma  be,  <>r(iu)[ht  lo  be,  taken  of  the  pubUcaiion.  It 
Mlitaa  ita  ovo  BBtMoic" — Hamilltata   WmihingUn,  34  Diiccmbir,  I79g. 
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I  do  not  think  Colonel  Innes's  report  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Kentucky  was  entirely  free  from  exceptions. 
But  let  the  report  be  accompanied  with  the  following 
remarks.  1,  that  the  one,  which  Lord  Grenvtlle  might 
have  seen  published,  was  disclaimed  by  Colonel  Innes, 
as  soon  as  it  appeared  in  the  public  gazettes,  on 
account  of  its  incorrectness.  2,  an  irritable  spirit  at 
that  time  pcr\'adcd  all  our  people  at  the  westward, 
arising  from  a  combination  of  causes  (but  from  none 
more  powerful,  than  the  analogous  proceedings  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  north,  with  those  of  Spain  in 
the  south,  towards  the  United  States  and  their  In- 
dian borderers),  which  spirit  required  some  manage- 
ment and  soothing.  But,  3d  and  principally.  Lord 
Grenville  tf  he  had  adverted  to  the  many  remon- 
strances, which  have  gone  from  this  country  against 
the  conduct  of  his  own,  which  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
say  has  been  as  impolitic  for  their  nation,  (if  peace  and 
a  good  understanding  with  this  was  its  object,) 
as  it  has  been  irritating  to  us.  And,  that  it  may  not 
be  conceived  I  am  speaking  at  random,  let  his  Lord- 
ship be  asked,  if  we  have  not  complained, — That  some 
of  their  naval  officers  have  insulted  and  menaced  us 
in  our  own  ports  ?  That  they  have  violated  our 
national  rights,  by  searching  vessels  and  impressing 
seamen  within  our  acknowledged  jurisdiction,  and  in 
an  outrageous  manner  have  seized  the  latter  hy  entire 
crews  in  the  West  Indies,  and  done  the  like,  but  not 
so  extensively,  in  all  parts  of  the  world  ?  That  the 
Benhudian  privateers,  or  to  speak  more  correctly, 
pirates,  and  the  admiralty  court  of  that  island,  have 
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committed  the  most  atrocious  depredations  and  vio- 
lences on  our  commerce,  in  capturing,  and  in  their 
idjtidications  afterwards,  as  were  never  tolerated  ia 
any  well-organized  or  efficient  government?  That 
their  governor  of  Upper  Canada  has  ordered  in  an 
official  and  formal  manner  settlers  within  our  own 
territory,  (and  far  removed  from  the  posts  tliey  have 
withheld  from  us.)  to  withdraw,  and  forbid  others  to 
settle  on  the  same  ?  That  the  persons,  to  whom  their 
Indian  affairs  are  intrusted,  have  taken  unwearied  pains 
andpractised  every  deception  to  keep  those  people  in 
a  state  of  irritation  and  disquietude  with  us;  and,  to 
the  latest  moment,  exerted  every-  nerve  to  prevent  the 
treaty,  which  has  lately  been  concluded  between 
Uie  United  States  and  them  from  taking  effect? 

These  coniplaints  were  not  founded  in  vague  and 
idle  reports,  iiut  on  indubitable  facts  ;  facts,  not  only 
known  to  the  government,  but  so  notorious  as  to  be 
bown  to  the  people  also,  who  charge  to  the  last  item 
of  (he  above  enumeration  the  expenditure  of  a  million 
wmore  of  dollars  annually  for  the  purpose  of  self- 
defence  against  Indian  tribes  thus  stimulated,  and  for 
diastising  them  for  the  ravages  and  cruel  murders, 
tttiich  they  had  committed  on  our  frontier  inhabitants. 
Our  minister  at  the  court  of  London  has  been  directed 
to  remonstrate  against  these  things  with  force  and 
energy.  The  answer,  it  is  true,  has  been  (particularly 
*ith  respect  to  the  interferences  with  the  Indians)  a 
ifeavowal.  Why  then  are  not  the  agents  of  such 
unauthorized,  offensive,  and  injurious  measures  made 
Qooiples  of?     For  wherein,  let  me  ask.  consists  the 
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difference  to  us  between  their  being  the  acts  of  gov- 
ernment, or  the  acts  of  unauthorized  officers  or  agents 
of  the  government,  if  we  are  to  sustain  all  the  evils, 
which  flow  from  such  measures  ? 

To  this  catalogue  may  be  added  the  indifference, 
nay,  more  than  indifference,  with  which  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  received  the  advances  of  this 
country  towards  a  friendly  intercourse  with  it,  even 
after  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  and 
since  the  operation  of  the  government ;  and,  also,  the 
ungracious  and  obnoxious  characters,  (rancorous  refu- 
gees, as  if  done  with  design  to  insult  the  country.) 
which  they  have  sent  among  us  as  their  agents,  who, 
retaining  all  their  former  enmity,  could  see  nothing 
through  a  proper  medium,  and  becoming  the  earwigs 
of  their  minister  (who,  by  the  by,  does  not  possess  a 
mind  capacious  enough,  or  a  temper  sufficiently  con-  , 
ciliator)*,  to  view  things  and  act  upon  a  great  andfl 
liberal  scale),  were  always  laboring  under  some  unfa-~ 
vorable  information  and  impression,  and  probably  not 
communicating  them  in  a  less  exceptionable  manner 
than  they  received  or  conceived  them  themselves.      B 

1  give  you  these  details  (and,  if  you  should  again 
converse  with  Lord  Grenville  on  the  subject  you  are 
at  liberty,  unofficially  to  mention  them,  or  any  of  thera,^ 
according  to  circumstances),  as  evidences  of  the  invfl 
politic  conduct  (for  so  it  strikes  me)  of  the  British 
government  towards  these  United  States ;  that  it  may 
be  seen  how  difficult  it  has  been  for  the  executive, 
under  such  an  accumulation  of  irritating  circumstan- 
ces, to  maintain  the  ground  of  neutrality,  which  had 
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been  taken ;  at  a  time  when  the  remembrance  of 
the  aid  we  had  received  from  France  in  the  revolution 
was  fresh  in  everj'  mind,  and  when  the  partisans  of 
Ihai  country  were  continually  contrasting  the  affec- 
tions of  that  people  with  the  unfriendly  disposition  of 
ifce  British  govemnuni.  And  that,  too,  as  I  have 
observed  before,  while  the  recollection  of  tluir  own 
sufferings  during  the  war  with  the  latter  had  not  been 
forgotten. 

It  is  well  known,  that  peace  (to  borrow  a  modem 
phrase)  has  been  the  order  of  the  day  with  me  since 
lie  disturbances  in  Europe  first  commenced.  My 
polic)'  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  while  1  have 
the  honor  to  remain  in  the  administration  of  the 
{government,  to  be  upon  friendly  terms  with,  but  in- 
dependent of,  all  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  to  share 
in  the  broils  of  none ;  to  fulfil  our  own  engagements ; 
to  supply  the  wants  and  be  carrier  for  them  all ;  being 
thicnxiughly  convinced,  that  it  is  our  policy  and  inter- 
est to  do  so.  Nothing  short  of  self-respect,  and  that 
justice  which  is  essential  to  a  national  character, 
ought  to  involve  us  in  war;  for  sure  1  am,  if  this 
tountryis  preserved  in  tranquillity  twenty  years  longer, 
il  may  bid  defiance  in  a  just  cause  to  any  power 
wbtever :  such  in  that  time  will  be  its  population, 
Wealth,  and  resources. 

If  Lord  Grenville  conceives,  that  the  United  States 
sre  not  well  disposed  towards  Great  Britain,  his  can- 
dor, I  am  persuaded,  will  seek  for  the  causes,  and  his 
researches  will  fix  them,  as  I  have  done.  If  this 
should  be  the  case,  his  policy  will  I  am  persuaded  be 
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luance  or  renewal  of  the  irritating 

I  ha\'e  enumerated  ;  for  he  may  be 

the  assurance  will  not.  it  is  probable, 

with  it  from  me  to  a  member  of  the 

rion,)  that  a  liberal  policy  will  be 

cdectual  means  of  deriving  advantages 

lod  manufactures  from  the  people  of 

Stoces,  and  will  contribute,  more  than 

to  obliterate  the  impressions,  which 

by  their  late  conduct  towards  us. 

t  as  free  as  ours,  where  the  people 

>,  utd  will  express  their  sentiments  often- 

tly,   and,    for  want  of  information, 

Mtt^iitl)',  allowances  must   be   made  for 

cfirnTscenccs ;  but,  after  the  declaration 

1^1*  here  made  of  my  political  creed,  you 

^  Mt  luuard  in  asserting,  that  the  executive 

^1^  government  never  has,  or  will  suffer, 

t  -imtiJr.  any  improper  conduct  of  its  officers 

«M*|K  «»^l*  impunity,  or  will  give  its  sanctions  to 

jj^^^ty  procttcclings  of  its  citizens. 

i^  \  iuitt  ndhrrence  to  these  principles,  and  to  the 

^  jwiky  which  has  been  adopted,  I  have  brought 

^^)i  n  i^irrrnt  of  abuse  in  the  factious  papers  in 

^  «    Aiiil  from  the  enmity  of  the  discontented 

..ii.ittt  therein.     But.  having  no  sinister 

,     ,     I  iihall  not  be  diverted  from  my  course 

Hor  Aiiy  attempts  which  are.  or  shall  be 

'    iw  the  confidence  of  my  constituents 

.  .■  nothing  to  ask ;  and,  discharging  my 

.1.  liilngit)  fcarfrom  invective.     The  acts 
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of  my  administration  will  appear  when  1  am  no  more, 
and  the  intelligent  and  candid  part  of  mankind  will 
not  condemn  my  conduct  without  recurring  to  them. 
The  treaty  entered  into  with  Great  Britain  has.  as 
]rou  have  been  informed,  undergone  much  and  severe 
animadversion  ;  and.  though  a  more  favorable  one 
»we  to  have  been  wished,  which  the  policy  perhaps 
of  Great  Britain  might  have  granted,  yet  the  de- 
Bieriis  thereof  are  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  opposi- 
tion it  has  received ;  nor  is  the  opposition  sanctioned 
bi' the  great  body  of  the  yeomanry  in  these  States. 
For  they,  whatever  their  opinions  of  it  may  be,  are 
disposed  to  leave  the  decision  where  the  constitution 
has  placed  it.  But  an  occasion  was  wanting,  and  the 
instrument,  by  those  who  required  it,  was  deemed 
well  calculated,  for  the  purpose  of  working  upon  the 
afiections  of  the  people  of  this  country  towards  those 
of  France,  whose  interests  and  rights  under  our  treaty 
with  them  they  represented  as  being  violated ;  and, 
with  the  aid  of  the  provision  order,  and  other  irritating 
conduct  of  the  British  ships  of  war  and  agents,  as 
maitioned  before,  the  means  were  furnished,  and  more 
pains  taken,  than  upon  any  former  occasion,  to  raise 
^general  ferment  with  a  view  to  defeat  the  treaty.' 

fc  Ac  t4lh  ot  Dtcomlicr.  Mi.  j»y  itrole  is  follows  to  Prtsiilrnl  Wuhiog- 
•w^  ~  t  t«»c  lalelj-  itCTived  much  inlelligcnc«  from  levrtal  qunrlers.  Some 
ittMuec*  are  in  be  miile  lot  (cd ;  bm  atl  my  sccouniii  'tC"  '"  T<^)"c«Eniiiij[ 
ttt)«fe&c«iiid  u  brcoming  more  and  tnofv  compt»e<l.  and  thai  cnUin  vim- 
n  piUicukimi  Iutc  csuw*!  t[rcat  and  gencm)  indi|tnation,  even  ainang  nuny 
rtvksd  btca  ntltlecl  into  inieiuperaie  priKccdin^*,  xnA  IkuJ  ^-itw  too  mucit 
"nrtniTf  to  ficlious  leaders.  The  latter,  hawevet,  peneveie  with  gml 
*alrity,  thoocb  with  Icu  ooiic  »,nA  cUmor.  TTicie  arc  political  evili,  which 
k  ill  (((s  hsT*  grann  out  oj  nvh  ■  vtate  ol  ihiiij^.  Bh  nmunilly  u  c«ilaia 
l^iioU  Dombinuiani  produce  wbithrindi  and  meE«on  " 
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But  knowing  that  you  have  other  correspondents, 
who  have  more  leisure,  and  equally  capable  of  detail- 
ing these  matters,  I  will  leave  you  to  them  and  the 
gazettes  for  fuller  information  there  and  a  more 
minute  account  of  the  prevailing  politics.  And 
thanking  you  for  the  interesting  intelligence  and 
opinions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  22d  of 
August,  1  shall  only  add,  that,  with  sincere  esteem 
and  regard,  I  am,  dear  Sir.  your  affectionate  friend. 

I*.  S.  We  have  not  heard  through  any  other  chan- 
nel than  your  Letter,  of  the  intended  resignation  of 
Mr.  Skipwith  and  of  the  proposed  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Montflorence- 


I.ETTERS  TO  WILUAM    PEARCE.    J  795. 

•  •  *  After  getting  out  »  many  of  your  bttt  ^ua!ifi 
Oats  for  seed  as  the  ground  by  the  rotations,  and  such  other  as 
you  shall  allot  for  them,  may  require,— take  care  that  the  midue 
is  not  used  so  near  as  to  di&fumish  my  horses  when  I  may  come 
to  Mount  Vernon  ;  which,  probably,  will  be  twice  between  the 
adjournment  of  Congress  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  their  meeting 
again  in  autumn. — The  first  for  a  dying  trip  (as  soon  as  the 
roads  will  permit  me  to  travel  after  the  adjournment  ]  with  not 
more  than  five  horses ; — the  other,  during  the  hot  weather,  for  a 
longer  term  ;  and  with  more  than  double  thai  number  of  honei ; 
as  Mrs.  Washington  and  the  family  will  accompany  me. — 

What  chimney  has  fallen,  by  which  negro  children  were 
hurt,  and  how  are  they  now  ? — Under  real  or  pretended  sickness, 
I  perceive  Doll,  at  the  Ferry,  rarely  does  any  work  ; — it  would 
be  well  to  place  her  in  a  situation  where  her  ways  can  be  attended 
to — if  she  is  really  unable  to  work,  none  will  be  requited  of  her; 
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il  ihe  is  able,  deceitful  complaints,  which  she  is  very  capable  of 
"■'^gi  ought  not  to  avail  her.     •    •    •    ^  January,  1795. 

*  *  *  At  it  it  my  wi.th  to  plant  many  Irish  potatoet  this 
jn.',  he  sure  to  reserve  enough  for  seed,  by  mnkirig  .imple 
ilbtrincc  for  thefts,  waste,  and  rotting.— I  shall  send  you  by  the 
int  v<e$sel  a  bushel  and  half  of  clean  honey  locust  seed ;  which 
I  wMid  have  raised  in  a  nursery  for  the  purpose  of  hedging. — 
Bf  u  experiment  I  have  made  a  (large)  rjuart  contains  4,000 
Md;  this,  allowing  ten  seed  to  a  foot,  would  sow,  or  [)lant,  four 
101s  of  500  feet  each  ;— at  this  rate,  40  quarts  (which  I  think 
^}uaay  count  upon,  at  least)  would  require  160  rows  ;  ground 
fcr  which  I  would  have  you  prepare  whenever  you  shall  find 

IiBMi  convenient,  that  the  seed  may  be  put  in  as  soon  as  it 
•rmes; — two  feel  apart  will  be  enough  for  the  rows,  a,s  to  weed 
At  plants  until  they  are  fit  to  transplant  is  all  that  will  be 
touted — and  this  will  be  done  in  two  years. 
Iin  sorry  to  hear  that  French  Will  is  resuming  his  old  tricks 
■piiL— The  lye  he  tells,  retpecting  my  promixe  of  freedom  to 
Kb,  after  seven  years  of  service,  carries  its  conviction  along  witli 
n ,"— isasmuch  as  I  had  no  certainty  of  holding  him  an  hour  after 
Mft  French's  death ;  which  might  have  happened  within  the 
ftn  1  hired  him  :  how  then  eould  I  promise  freedom  to  a  person 
1  Md  under  such  tenure? — Harsh  treatment  will  not  do  with 
but;  you  had  better,  therefore,  let  him  piddle,  and  in  this  way 
(thovgh  I  believe  little  trust  is  to  be  placed  in  him)  get  what 
TON  can  out  of  him.    •    •    •     11  January.  1795. 

•    '    •     I  never  saw  Donaldson's  son,  but  from  what  you 
lure  said  respecting  him,  1  am  very  willing  to  allow  him  hit 
TKIsilc  and  coarse  cloathing: — but  ascertain  the  quantum,  and 
ton  of  both,  in   writing,  to  prevent  mistakes   and  grumbling 
liereaXter.— I  am  always  ready,  and  willing,  to  fulfil  every  engage- 
neat  I  enter  into : — and  hating  disputes,  I  wish  always  that 
matractt  may  be  dearly  understood  ; — for  this  reason  also,  it  is 
uoeasary  he  should  know  that  the  boy  must   work   duly   nod 
tniely. — And  whilst  I  am  on  this  subject,  1  would  repeat  my 
expectation  that  he  will  take  pains  to   teach  those  who  work 
■ith  hin  (especially  Isaac  and  the  boy  Jem)  in  ihz  prineiples  of 
the  serenl  Icinds  of  work  they  are  employed  in ; — particular[ly] 
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mnii  have  some  knowledge  of  the  lines: — Mr.  Tenet  also,  but  as 
be  it  interested  in  this  business,  and  is  accused  of  being  a  pretty 
uiuidctable  trc&pa&scr  oo  the  part  which  joins  him,  it  n-ould  not 
bt  StraDje  if  corner  and  line  trees  both  are  cut  down  ;  nor  vtry 
Mmje,  if  it  has  not  happened  from  tnlirt  ignorance,  if  he  should 
not  eodearor  to  perplex  and  mislead  thereabouts.— As  the 
uirrey  is  not  in  consequence  of  a  law  suit,  and  mfidc  by  order  of 
ihecoun,  there  is  do  necessity  of  employing  the  County  Sur- 
icfor,  unless  he  posseues  more  skill  than  any  other  who  can 
Nidily  be  got;  and  will  do  it  upon  as  moderate  terms,  as  any 
oiber.— Do  not  let  my  papers  go  out  of  your  hands — or  any 
(spiei  be  taken  from  them.*— I'hc  Surveyor,  if  he  is  a  man  of 
Kiencc,  will  know  what  the  variation  of  the  compass  is,  and 
chat  allowance  to  make  for  il.  if  any  diRicully  should  arise  from 
Ac  want  of  the  comer  and  line  trees.  *  *  *  »5  February, 
'»S- 

1  was  afraid  the  open  veather  we  have  had,  with  frost,  would 
k»»e  injured  the  Wheat.— A  shon  crop  of  this  article  two  years 
nulling,  would  fall  heavy  on  me  ;  as  it  seems  to  be  the  only 
iba^  to  any  sort  of  amount,  from  which  the  means  is  derived, 
if  which  the  various,  and  heavy  expcnccs  of  my  estate,  is  borne. — 
UUie  Wheat  is  thrown  much  out  of  the  ground,  and  the  roots 
opOKd,  try  the  roller  thereon— repeatedly — as  soon  as  the  earth 
B  a  Utile  settled,  and  the  roller  will  pass  over  it  without  its  stick- 
i^  thereto  ; — over  the  parts  I  mean  (of  the  lieldx]  that  are  injured. 
t  Died  this  method  one  year  with  very  good  success ;  and  it  is  a 
pnajce  strongly  recommended  by  all  the  Books  on  farming. — I 
hwe,  myself,  seen  bunches  of  wheat  the  roots  of  which  have  been 
iHrdy  out  of  the  ground,  take  at;ain  by  the  Roller's  compressing 
Am  to  the  earth :  and  the  chance  of  doing  it  is  well  worth  the 
Qpence  and  time  which  is  required  by  the  Roller,  drawn  with 
Oien.    •    •    • 

I  am  sorry  my  letter  was  so  long  getting  to  the  hands  of  my 
•(phew  Colo.  Washington ; — for  if  I  have  not  formed  a  very 
tiToiicou&,  and  unjust  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  my  negro  car- 
pEMers — there  is  not  to  be  found  so  idle  a  set  of  Rascals. — In 
■bore,  it  appears  to  me,  that  to  make  even  a  chicken  coop,  would 
employ  all  of  them  a  week  ; — buildings  that  arc  run  up  here  >n 
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or  more. 

*    •    • 


two  01  chrce  days  (with  not  more  hands)  employ  them  a  moaih,. 
•  •  *  j»  February,  1795. 
If  the  absconding  of  French's  Paul  did  not  proceed 
from  a  tiuarrd  with,  or  threats  from,  his  overseer,  it  will  be  fotind, 
I  expect,  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  some  piece  of  rognety ;  of  the 
discovery  of  which  he  was  afraid  :— pains  therefore  ought  to  be 
taken  to  apprehend  and  bring  hito  to  punishment. 

What  M>Tl  of  lameness  is  Dick's  (at  D.  Run)  ;  that  he  should 
have  been  confined  with  it  for  so  many  weeks  ? — and  what  Vtnd 
of  sickness  is  Betty  DavU's,  that  it  should  have  had  a  similar 
effect  upon  her  ? — If  pretended  ailments,  without  apparent  causes, 
or  visible  effects,  will  screen  hcrfiom  woik,  1  shall  get  no  service 
at  all  from  her  :  for  a  more  lazy,  deceitful  and  impudent  huity, 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  United  States  th«n  she  is.  *  •  • 
8  March,  1795. 

*  *  *  All  grasses  ought  to  be  sown  on  clean  and  well 
prepared  gronndi  especially  those  near  a  dwelling  house,  which 
attract  the  eyes  of  all  visitors. — This  observation  applies  to  grain 
as  well  as  grass; — for  which  reason,  however  desirable  it  might 
have  been,  to  have  got  the  oats  in  the  ground  soon,  I  had  rather 
hear  it  wa«  delayed  than  that  it  should  be  sown  before  every 
thing  was  in  perfect  order  for  it ;  for  it  is  a  fixed  principle  with 
me,  that  whatever  is  doru  should  be  wflidane.  Unless  this  maxim 
is  attended  to,  our  labor  is  but  in  vain,  and  our  expectation  of  a 
return,  is  always  dcceptious  ;  whilst  we  ate  ascribing  our  dis- 
appointments to  anything  rather  than  the  true  cause,  namely — 
not  laying  (by  proper  preparations)  a  good  foundation  on  which 
to  build  our  hopes. 

I  observe  what  you  say  of  Betty  Davis,  &ct. — but  I  nevci 
found  so  much  difficulty  as  you  seem  to  apprehend,  in  dis- 
tinguishing between  r<M/ and /•MJt^itff/ sickness  ; — or  when  ai>ersott 
is  much  afflicted  with  pain.  Nobody  can  be  very  sick  without 
having  a  fever,  nor  will  a  fever  or  any  other  disorder  continue 
long  upon  any  one  without  reducing  them.  Pain  also,  if  it  be 
such  as  to  yield  entirely  to  its  force,  week  after  week,  will  appear 
by  its  effects  ;  but  my  people  (many  of  them)  will  lay  up  a  month, 
at  the  end  of  which  no  visible  change  in  iheir  countenance,  nor 
the  loss  of  an  ox.  of  flesh,  is  discoverable  ;  and  their  allowance 


>I9S] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


'S? 


o(  proriMOn  it  going  on  as  if  nothing  ailed  them. — There  cannot, 
tnitly  be  any  riW  sickness  under  such  circumsuincet  as  I  have 
deicnbcd  :  nor  ought  such  people  to  be  iraproperly  endulgcd.— 
It  ihoald  be  made  one  of  the  primary  duties  of  ever)'  Overseer  to 
mad  closely,  and  particularly  to  those  under  his  care  who  really 
u^  or  pretend  lo  be,  sick  ;  to  see  that  they  lirsl  receive  aid  and 
cenfort  in  time,  and  before  it  is  loo  late  to  apply  thcnt ;  and 
Am  the  others  do  not  impose  upon  him.  In  the  first  case  you 
oigtil  to  be  immediately  notified,  as  delay  is  often  dangerous  ; 
lod  ii  the  second,  where  the  matter  is  at  alt  doubtful,  you  ought 
lobe  liie  judge,  (or  I  am  as  unwilling  lo  have  any  person,  in  my 
Knice,  forced  to  work  when  they  are  unable,  as  I  am  to  have 
li^  skulk  from  it,  when  they  are  fit  for  it. — "  •  *  3» 
Utrcb,  1795. 

*   *    *    Considering  the  quality  of  my  flour  this  year,  and 
Ibt  Mullness  of  the  quantity,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  you 
bre  got  il  off  your  hands  at  the  prices  it  sold ;  altho'  dour  at 
tft  market  is  at   ■>  dollars  a  barrel  and  rising. — In  short,  the 
MHciiy  of  this  article  in  Europe,  and  demand  for  it ;  added,  to 
Ac  failure  of  the  last  wheat  crop  in  this  Country  will  enable 
iIk  holders  to  gel  any  price  they  please. — Let  mc  know  the  quan> 
tnyof  the  midlings  and  ship-stuff  you   dispostd  of. — And  tell 
Dutenport  to  make  out,  and  to  have  sent  to  me,  the  mill  account 
f«  last  year,  that  1  may  sec  what  wheat  has  gone  into,  and  what 
fcwr  has  come  out  of,  the  mil! — I  have  no  reason  lo  suspect 
Ibu  Davenport  is  otherwise  than  an  honest  man;  but  regular 
ud  (air  accounts  should  he  stated,  and  rendered  by  all  men. — 
la  doing  this  with  him,  the  Overseers'  accounts  of  the  wheat 
ttni  to,  and  his  of  what  is  received  in  the  mill,  should  agree  ;  so 
likewise  ought  his  charges  of  the  flour,  Bran,  &c.,  sent  to  Mansion 
House,  the  Overseers,  &C.,  to  agree  with  what  is  reported  and 
credited. — This  being  done,  and  added  lo  the  different  kinds  of 
flour  that  are  sold,  and  the  shorts  and  Bran  used,  will  (account- 
ngalso  for  the  Toll  Wheat)  show  the  state  of  the  manufacturing 
business — which  is  not  only  satisfactory,  but  absolutely  neces- 
sary ; — for  I  strongly  suspect,  notwithstanding  it  would  appear 
by  ibc  experiments  which   have   been   made  of  an    hundred 
biuhels  that  the  balance  is  in  favor  of  Hour, — thai  the  case  is 
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■Oftof  them)  attempted  :  if,  under  the  plea  of  pains,  &c.,  &c , 
lligrliad  they  can  cany  their  point. —    •    •     •    j  )^xVf,  1795. 

*  *   *    Ai  the  proper  season  let  all  the  En^ish  thorn,  in  the 

riMrard.  be  Irantplanled  (I  donotcare  where,  so  it  be)  to  places 

■twre  the  strongest  inner  fences  are  rc<|iiired — Let  the   long 

itiiDg  of  fence  from  the  gate  at  Union  Farm  (going  into  No.  I) 

^■te  through  to  the  branch  be  planted  with  (he  honey  locuat.  if 

I  Atf  are  of  a  liie  proper  for  it— Continue  the  Cedar  hedge  from 

■btbara  at  that  place,  10  the  Mill  road  ;  or  as  far  as  you  have 

itesfoT  that  purpose  : — and  then  (on  botli  sides  of  that  lane) 

a  pound  properly  spaded,  or  well  hoed  up,  and  formed  into  a 

I  M,  tow  the  Cedar  berries  in  a  single  straif^t  row  ;  after  ruhbtng 

of  the  akin,  or  gtotinous  substance  which  surrounds  the  seed,  in 

Ibt  maimer  which  has  b«en  mentioned  to  yon  ;  and  which,  it  ts 

■4  is  necessary  to  their  vegiiation. — But  wiiJi  respect  to  these, 

nd  other  berries,  the  vegiintton  of  which  is  said  to  be  promoted 

by  their  passing  through  the  body  of  an  animal,  I  have  often 

linughi,  that  if  they  were  put  into  a  pot  with  water  sufiictent 

to  Boisten    the  whole  mass  of  them,  and  kept  warm  (but  not 

km),  from   morning  until   night,  and  then   to  have   the  skin 

nbbed  off  as  before  mentioned,  it  would  answer  as  well  as  the 

Wat  of  the  animal   body. — The  only  danger  would  be  from 

nrclessness,  in  letting  them  get  so  hot  as  to  destroy  vegitation 

illo^elher.     •     •     • 

Na  hedge,  alone,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  do  for  an  outer  inclo* 
ntCi  where  Aiv,  or  four  fooled  hogs  find  it  convenient  to  open  a 
ftnage :  but  I  am  c<|ua]lf  satisfied,  that  any  hedge  will  do  for 
futition  fences,  where  no  bogs  are  suffered  to  run  ;  con- 
MfHntljr  those  that  can  be  ((uiclcest  raised,  will  answer  my 
pvpotes  best ;  if  I  am  even  obliged  to  have  a  double  hedge,  in 
ibc  nanocr  before  mentioned,  to  be  ready  for  the  decline  of  the 
few.    •    •    •     aa  November.  1795. 

I  Irish  you  10  make  the  most  you  can  of  the  materials  you 
W««  Mtthin  yourself,  for  hedging ;  for  I  do  not  believe  you  will 
pliny  berries  of  the  white  ihom  from  Newcastle  ;  forthc  reason 
9m  in  one  of  my  letters  after  I  arrived  at  this  place  from 
Uonat  Vernon  last  — I  hope  the  Cedar  berries  mill  prove  better 
■hm  you  expect,  that  you  may,  as  sooo  as  possible,  get  the  lane 
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from  tlti;  New  bam  (at  Union  fnrm)  to  the  Mill  road  complc&ted 
with  that  kind  of  hedge  on  both  sides. — Make  good  the  hedges 
as  you  proceed,  in  this  business  ;  otherwise  you  will  have  incom- 
plete ones,  that  will  render  no  service.— Anxious  as  you  perreitre 
I  am,  to  substitute  hedges  instead  of  dead  fences,  I  have  full 
confidence  in  your  exertion  to  raise  them  ;— and  as  1  have  ob- 
served in  a  former  letter,  those  for  inner  and  cross  fences,  where 
no  hogs  arc  suffered  to  nin,  may,  in  the  first  instance,  be  made 
of  anything  that  suits  the  soil,  and  will  grow  quick, — altho'  ihcy 
should  be  doubled  hereafter. — When  I  speak  of  tilling  too  much 
land,  and  add  that  a  less  tjuantity  would  be  more  productive  than 
the  greater  tiunntity,  which  ix  now  tended  in  order  to  produce  an 
adequate  quantity  of  Com  ;  I  would  not  be  understood  to  mean 
that  half  of  one  of  your  fields  in  the  condition  they  now  are, 
would  produce  you  as  much  com  (or  other  things)  as  the  whole 
of  it  would  do  ; — that  would  be  absurd  ; — but  for  example,  sup- 
pose ten  hands  are  necessary  to  cultivate  a  field  of  too  acres 
(more  or  le.ts)  and  that  this  quantity,  in  common  seasons,  can  be 
cnllivatcd  ns  well  as  usually  it  done,  but  will  allow  no  spare  time, 
or  labor  for  any  extra  work— my  idea  then  is,  that  by  turning 
half  that  field  out,  or  rather  let  it  be  enclosed,  and  nothinf;  suf- 
fered to  run  upon  it,  (that  all  the  grass  and  weeds  it  produce! 
may  fall,  rot,  and  ameliorate  the  soil) — Cultivate  the  Other  half 
better  than  you  ceul4  do  the  whole  ;— and  bestow  all  the  spare 
labor  of  the  ten  hands  in  raking  —  scraping, —  collecting  and 
carrying  out  all  the  manure  that  can  be  obtained  from  swamps, 
ponds,  trash  about  the  house,  and  in  the  lanes, — and  even  leaves 
and  rotten  trees  from  the  woods;  that  more  would  be  produced 
in  a  year  or  two  from  the  go  acres,  than  is  now  got  from  the  hun* 
dred  ; — and  by  this  means  gullies  might  be  filled  up — and  many 
other  improvements  made  on  the  farms  that  are  not,  nor  caoDOI 
be  done  with  a  full  crop. — Is  it  not  better  to  get  lo  bushels  ol 
Wlical(and  other  things  in  propurlion)  from  one  acre  of  ground, 
than  (r«m  two  acres  ? — That  worn  land,  undressed  and  unim- 
proved  will  not  produce  the  latter,  that  is  to  bushels,  and  when 
well  cultivated  and  manured,  will  produce  the  fotmer,  is  known 
to  every  man  who  has  attended  to  these  things  ; — and  yet,  sucfa 
ia  the  force  of  habit,  that  people  will  not  quit  the  path  their 
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faAen  bavc  ItxkI  in. — Besides,  I  am  so  well  pcrsunded  of  the  ia- 
jnjr  Und  sustains  from  the  growth  of  iQdiaii  Com,  I  never  desiie 
bnbc  more  than  enough  for  my  Ncgros  (who  cannot  do  wilh- 
oatit :)  subsiitutinf;  other  species  of  food  for  Horsesi,  Hogs,  &c. 
-oc  even  bujring  from  the  snles  of  other  crops,  if  I  cannot  do 
IhJL   •    •     •     6  December,  1795. 


to  james  uchenry. 

[private,] 

PtriLADKLmiA,  Mjannirr,  1706. 

Hv  DSAR  Sir, 

Let  this  letter  be  received  with  the  same  friendship 
and  frankness  with  which  It  is  written.  Nothing 
Wwid  add  more  to  the  satisfaction  this  would  give 
■^  than  your  acceptance  of  the  offer  I  am  going  to 
make  you. 

Without  further  preface  then,  will  you  suffer  me 
to  nominate  you  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War? 
That  I  may  give  evidence  of  the  candor  1  have  pro- 
fessed above,  I  shall  inform  you,  that,  for  particular 
reasons,  (more  fit  for  an  oral  than  a  written  communi- 
cation,) this  office  has  been  oflTered  to  Genl.  Pinckney 
of  So.  Carolina,  Colo.  Carrington  of  Virginia,  and 
Govr.  Howard  of  Mar>-land,  and  that  it  would  now 
give  me  sincere  pleasure  if  you  would  fill  it. 
■    After  making  this  declaration,  I  can  press  you  no 
farther ;  but  1  press  for  an  immediate  answer,  as  the 
public  service  is  suffering  much  for  want  of  a  head  to 
the   department  of   War.      If   you  consent  to  this 
nomination,  prepare  to  come  on  as  soon  as  it  is  made, 
(for  the  reason  just  mentioned,)  altho'  at  this  season, 
and  in  the  present  state  of  the  roads,  you  should  not 
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find  it  convenient  to  bring  Mrs.  McHenry  and  your 
family  along  with  you. 

Sound,  I  pray  you.  and  let  me  know  without  de- 
lay, if  Mr.  Saml.  Chase  would  accept  a  seat  on  the 
Supreme  Judicial  bench  of  the  United  States,  made 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Blair.  If  his  de- 
cision  is  in  the  affirmative,  he  will  at  once  perceive 
the  necessity  of  being  here  by  the  first  Monday  (if 
possible)  in  next  month,  at  which  time  that  court  is 
to  sit  in  this  city.  Altho'  these  subjects  are  both  of 
an  interesting  nature,  I  will  add  no  more  on  them  at 
present ;  but  assure  you  of  the  sincere  friendship 
and  aflectionate  regard  of  &c. 


TO    BUSKROD   WASHINGTON. 

pKiLAUUJ-HU,  lo  FebnMi^,  1796. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  Saturday  last  I  received  your  letter  of  the 
24th  UUo. 

Presuming  that  Mr.  Keith  has  sent  you  all  the  at- 
tested accounts  of  my  Executorship  of  the  Estate 
of  Colo.  Thomas  Colvill,  in  which  the  affairs 
of  John  Colvill,  his  brother  (to  whom  he  was 
executor)  were  involved — together  with  the  will 
of  the  former,  and  the  claims  originating  from  an 
extraordinary  devise  which  you  will  find  therein.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  know,  what  more  you  require  than  is 
contained  in  those  papers,  when  you  wish  I  would 
give  you  the  general  out  lines  of  the  business ;  that 
you  may  be  enabled  thereby  to  frame  the  Bill. 
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I  have  no  f>apers  now  by  me  except  copies  of  the 
accounts,  which  have  been  settled  with  the  court. 
authentic  copies  of  which  I  presume  you  have  re- 
ceived ; — and  having  verj'  little  knowledge  in  chan- 
cery proceedings  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin  or 
end  a  story,  that  may  subserve  your  purpose.  I  will 
however,  attempt  to  detail  some  facts  relative  to  the 
business,  which  has  involved  me  in  much  unex- 
pected vexation  and  trouble  in  order  that  I  may  as 
soon  as  possible  be  rid  of  it. 

You    must   know  then   that   in   a  visit  to  Colo. 
Thomas   Colvill,   on   his    death   bed,   (an    unlucky 
One  I  have  ever  since  deemed  it)  he  informed  me, 
that  he  had  appointed  mc,  one  of  his  Executors.    I 
told  him  that  my  numerous  engagements,  of  a  simi- 
lar kind,  would  not  permit  mc  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  one. — He    urged — I    refused — he    pressed   again, 
assuring  me  that  all  the  trouble  would  be  taken  off 
niy  hands,   by  his  wife  and  Mr.  John  West  (who 
married  his  niece)  that  he  wished  only  for  my  name, 
— and  that  I  would  now  and  then  only  inquire  how 
Matters  were  conducted  by  those  first  named.      Un- 
wiUing  to  make  the  last  moments  of  a  worthy  and 
reipeciable   character   uneasy,    I    yielded  to  his  re* 
<)uest ;  and  having  so  done  1  would  not  be  worse  than 
my  word,  and  qualified  accordingly: — and  when  it 
suited  my  convenience,  occasionally  a-ssistcd  ;  until 
ray  services  were  required  by  the  county  in  which  I 
lived,  to  attend  the  Slate  convention,  at  Williams- 
burg and  Richmond — by  these  conventions,  to  attend 
ibe  Congresses  which  were  held  in  this  City, — and  by 
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the  latter  to  take  the  command  of  the  Army,  which," 
and  my  continuance  with  the  latter  comprehended  a. 
period  of  more  than  ten  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  and  my  return  to  private  life,  1  found  that 
Mrs.  Colvlll.  and  Jno.  West  both  were  dead — that 
no  final  settlement  of  the  Estate  had  been  made. 
That  every  thing  relative  to  it  was  enveloped  io^ 
darkness,  and  that  instead  of  being  a  mere  auxiliary 
in  the  business  I  was  compelled  for  my  own  security,^ 
to  become  the  sole  actor. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  knowledge  of  Mr-' 
Keith's    fitness,   from    being  a  professional  man ; — 
from  having  been  once,  a  clerk  of  a  Court  and  well 
acquainted  with  proceedings  of  this  kind  ;  and  from 
his  knowledge  of  incidents  ;  I  employed  him  to  col-    i 
lect,  and  digest  the  materials  which  were  to  be  found^ 
among  the  papers  of  Mrs.  Colvill,  and  West  into  a 
final  settlement :  and  nothing  short  of  his  a.ssiduity, 
and   knowledge  of  the  subject,  cou'd  have  exhibited 
the   accounts   in    the   manner  they  have  appeared. 
Sure  I  am  that  I  could  not  have  framed  the  accouniftfl 
from  the  materials  which  were  exhibited. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  in  an  earlier  part  of 
this  detail,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Executors 
was — to  publish  in  the  English  papers  an  extract  of 
the  Will  of  Colo.  Thomas  Colvill.  making  the  nearest 
relations  of  his  mother  his  residuary  Legatees. — 
This  bequest  and  publication  raised  a  host  of  claim- 
ants, one  of  whom  through  the  medium  of  General 
Howe,  while  he  commanded  the  B.  forces  in  America 
demanded  in  an  open  impudent  and  imperious  letter. 
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which  passed  throttgfa  tbe  laads  of  tfaxt 
restituttoo.  of  an  Estate  worthyWiyii—tj—rf  pounds 
vhkh  be  sa)-s  was  the  sttrplos  of  tbe 

to  him. — aicho'  the  very  daaae  WMler« 

expressed  a  doubt  of  d>ere  betng  any  anplas  ai  alL — 

U  this  concise  accoant  is  tsadequate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  a  Bill.  I  pray  yoa  toptopound  ^kcx6c  ques- 
tions, and  they  shall  fecenre  immediate  aoswecs, — 
My  objects,  are.  simply  these. — ist.  as  tbe  surplus 
ifter  paying  the  debt  and  L^ades,  b  oot  precbdy 
ascertained  :  after  many  lav  suits  and  much  diffi- 
culty :  I  wish  that  those  who  have  the  best  right  to 
it.  may  receive  the  benefit  of  tbe  donation  ; — and  id, 
that  I  may  know  where  and  in  what  manner  to  dts> 
pose  of  the  money :  not  being  willing  to  hold  it.  nor 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  those  who  may  claim  it. 
I  accordingly,  as  I  have  been  ad\-ised  turn  the  wAale 
matter  over  to  the  Chancellor ;  who  at  the  same  time 
that  he  afTords  relief  to  me.  will  do  justice  to  others. 
With  sincere  friendship  1  am 

Your  affectionate  Unde. 


TO   D*.   JAMES   ANDCltSON. 

PvoADiLrHU,  13  Ttbnarf,  iiq6. 

Sir: 

Since  my  last  to  you  in  £>ecr.  1  have  been  favored 
with  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  Septr.,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Iron  Bridges. 

The  invention  is  ingenious,  and  If  it  answers  as 
Well  in  practice,  as  it  appears  in  theory,  it  wit]  be  a 
valuable  and  useful  discovery. — 1  see  no  reason  why 
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it  should  not,  as  the  construction  is  upon  mathemat==dl 
cai  principles. — I  should  fear  however  if  you  ha\^^ 
not  been  correct  in  your  estimates  and  compariso^c-^ 

that  a  Bridge  formed  of  I  ron  must  cost  more  tha i 

one  of  stone, — both  having  the  same  span.  But  ^ts 
I  have  had  no  leisure  lo  examine  the  matter  acc«_i- 
rately,  this  may  be  a  very  erroneous  opinion  of  min^ 

The  mechanics  of  these  United  States,  are  in  tjie 
practice  of  building  bridges  of  wood,  that  arc  not 
exceeded  any  where,  for  span  of  arch,  convenience, 
appearance  and  cheapness, — one  lately  erected  over 
Piscataqua  river  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  has 
a  span  of  244  feet  in  one  arch, — but  the  want  of 
durability  in  bridges  built  of  such  perishable  materia)^ 
is  a  serious  objection  lo  them. 

The  more  I  have  revolved  the  plan  of  renting  the 
farms  of  my  Mount  Vernon  Estate,  the  more  inclined 
1  am  to  the  measure, — and  that  being  my  inten- 
tion in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  which  I  possess  on  the  western  waters,  may 
be  known,  1  have  caused  a  notification  (as  you  wiU 
perceive  by  the  enclosed  hand  bills,  which  are  copies 
thereof)  to  be  inserted  in  some  of  the  public  Gazettes 
of  this  Country: — but  without  much  expectation  of 
carrying  it  into  effect  the  ensuing  year. 

Having  taken  the  liberty  of  bringing  you  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  preliminary  steps  to  this  measure,  I  now 
offer  the  plan  in  a  more  advanced  stage  ;  but  upon 
the  same  principle,  and  under  the  same  restrictions 
contained  in  my  last, — namely,  that  it  may  be  com- 
municated (not  by  way  of  public  notification, — nor 
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at  all  if  it  militates  in  any  degree  with  the  declared 
policy  of  the  British  Government)  to  any  man  or  set 
of  men,  who  you  may  have  reason  to  believe  are  dis- 
posed to  migrate  to  this  Country ;  and  would  wish  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  information  therein  contained. 
As  it  relates  to  tenants.  I  should  wish  for  peace- 
able, industrious  and  skilful  farmers  ;  to  obtain  such, 
I  must  resort  to  some  other  country'  than  this,  where 
lillle  knowledge  of  husbandry  is  possessed,  and  less 
care  used  in  the  practice  of  it,  to  keep  the  land  from 
aniioous  course. — For  many  reasons,  the  similarity 
o(  language  not  least, — I  would  prefer  those  of  yours. 
Numbers  come  daily  by  individual  families ;  and 
iwrc  from  habit,  than  any  advantage  I  ever  could 
discover,  arrive  at  this  city,  and  New  York.      But  in- 
dividuals who  have  not  capitals  equal  to  my  undivided 
farms,  would  not  answer  my  views,  forasmuch  as  it 
would  not  be  convenient,  or  agreeable  to  me,  to  let  a 
part,  and  retain  a  part  of  the  same  farm.      With 
esteem  and  regard,  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.     Enclosed   also  arc  the  terms  on  which  1 
propose  to  give  leases- 


TO  TUOHAS   PINCKNEY. 
Dpar  ^Ib  PhilaohU'HIa,  ao  Febnury,  1796. 

Your  letter  of  the  loth  of  October  from  Madrid  has 
•en  duly  received.'     With  regret  I  read  the  request, 
_which  is  contained  in  it  ;  but  the  footing  on  which 

*FwtmMr.  Pinettu^i  lnttT.—"'X\x<i\tia.\:\rm  ut  ni;  family  knd  the  ■lien- 
I  Hifumj'  to  my  tAa  dotncdk  c<inc«in»  requiring  my  rtltiiii  home,  I  take 
'  of  raqiMMlng  the  (avvr,  that  you  will  direct  my  letter*  of  recall  to 
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you  have  placed  the  matter  forbids  opposition,  or  evefl 
persuasion  on  my  part  that  you  would  recede  from 
it ;  although  the  difficulty  of  supplying  your  place  lo 
my  satisfaction,  or  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  country, 
or  of  the  court  you  will  leave,  will  not  be  found  easy. 

Having  heard  through  different  channels,  that  you 
had  concluded  a  treaty  with  Spain,  and  that  the 
vessel  which  had  it  on  board  was  spoke  at  sea.  we 
are  in  daily  and  anxious  expectation  of  its  arrival. 
The  information  has  diffused  general  pleasure,  and 
will  be  soothing  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western 
waters,  who  were  beginning  to  grow  restive  and 
clamorous  to  obtain  the  navigation.' 

Since  the  re-con6nement  of  M.  de  Lafayette,  (after 
the  attempt  made  by  Dr.  BoUman  and  Mr.  Huger, 

be  expedited  10  ai  to  roach  EnsUnd  by  ihc  middle  of  the  month  «f  Jud«  neit, 
anlcw  ]poo  ihnuld  Intend  to  tcuill  me  al  an  oilier  period.  Before  ibat  time 
■trivcs,  I  ihall  hnvc  itrvcil  four  fttj*  in  ihc  diplomtitic  Una ;  \  period  which 
1  havv  al>iiyt  couIempUted  as  the  looKest  I  could  with  propriety  dedicate  to 
thii  Eiuplnymcnt.  and  which  I  also  cnnslder  at  tuflSciently  exlcniive  (or  ihe  In- 
tcteit  of  the  United  Stale)  thai  the  aame  person  ihuuld  continue  in  raiuioB, 
nnle»  veiy  pccutjnt  clrcunisiiincct  thould  require  a  prolongation  of  the  leno. 

"  I  hxvc  MiKirely  (fit  foi  ihc  unplcaMinlty  dtlicalc  Miuntion  in  which  late 
evenii  have  placed  you  at  out  chief  mngiBlrate.  anit  it  would  pre  me  iniinit* 
concern  to  think,  that  I  had  in  Any  dejcrce  conliibntcd  to  occaiion  these  enbw. 
rathntenti.,  I  can  only  My,  thai  [  have  in  every  thin);  acled  according  to  ny 
best  jud^rnt,  and,  in  what  concerai  yotincll,  hy  Ihc  iliclalrt  oi  the  rincw^lt 
friendship  and  grateful  respect." — Madrid.  Oclobet  loih,  i7qi. 

'  "  The  ship  t'ovariU,  by  which  Ihcae  dtkpalches  are  lenl,  having  been  delayed 
much  lou^ei  in  lliin  port  than  waa  ex(>ectcd,  uBordi  me  an  upputlumly  of  in- 
forming  you,  thai  the  Spanish  treaty  arrived  here  on  the  nd  nltimo,  thai  i( 
vai  laid  before  Ihe  Senate  xt.  soon  after  as  Ihe  accompanying  papeta  coold  b« 
copied,  and  that,  on  Ihc  3d  intCanl.  Ihe  ralificalion  of  it  wai  advised  and  coa- 
tented  to  by  a  unanimoai  vote  al  that  body.  Heocc  yoa  maytonn  kn  opinion 
of  the  general  apprubatlon  of  your  negotiation." — fVatMingttn  la  fiitlmtf, 
i  Match,  iT'j6. 

*  Doctor  Eric  BoUman  and  Francis  Kinloch  Huget. 
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both  of  whom  are  now  in  this  city,  to  effect  his  escape), 
ffe  have  heard  nothing  further  respecting  him.  than 
that  his  confinement  is  more  rigorous  than  before. 
We  know,  indeed,  that  Madame  de  Lafayette  and  his 
two  (laughters  have  been  at  Hamburg ;  that  it  was 
reported  they  were  coming  to  America,  but  that  in- 
stead of  doing  It,  they  went  to  Vienna  to  try  the 
(Act  of  personal  solicitation  to  obtain  his  release- 
ment.  Newspaper  accounts  go  farther  and  say  they 
were  permitted  to  proceed  to  Olmutz.  But  how  far 
the  latter  information  is  to  be  depended  upon,  and, 
if  true,  what  has  or  will  be  the  result,  is  altogether 
unknown  to  me. 

I  need  hardly  mention  how  much  my  sensibility 
lusbeen  hurt  by  the  treatment  this  gentleman  has 
met  with,  or  how  anxious  1  am  to  sec  him  liberated 
therefrom  ;  but  what  course  to  pursue,  as  most  likely 
and  proper  to  aid  the  measure,  is  not  quite  so  easy 
to  decide  on.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
there  must  be  a  commitment  of  the  government  by 
any  interference  of  mine  ;  and  it  is  no  easy  matter  in 
a  transaction  of  this  nature  for  a  public  character  to 
assume  the  garb  of  a  private  citizen,  in  a  case  that 
do«  not  relate  to  himself.  Yet  such  is  my  wish  to 
contribute  my  mite  to  accomplish  this  desirable  ob- 
ject, that  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being  made  known 
to  the  Imperial  ambassador  in  London,  (who,  if  he 
thinks  proper,  may  communicate  it  to  his  court,)  that 
(his  event  is  an  ardent  wish  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  I  sincerely  add  mine  The 
time,  the  manner,  and  even  the  measure  itself,  I  leave 
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to  your  discretion  ;  as  circumstances,  and  ever>- matter 
which  concerns  this  gentleman,  are  better  known  on 
that,  than  they  are  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 

I  shall  add  no  more  on  this,  and  but  little  on  any 
other  subject  at  present.  The  gazettes,  which  I  pre- 
sume you  receive,  will  show  you  in  what  manner  the 
public  functionaries  are  treated  here.  The  abuse, 
however,  which  some  of  them  contain,  has  excited  no 
reply  from  me.  I  have  a  consolation  which  no 
earthly  power  can  deprive  me  of,  that  of  acting  from 
my  best  judgment ;  and  I  shall  be  very  much  mis- 
taken, if  1  do  not  soon  lind,  that  the  public  mind  is 
recovering  fast  from  the  disquietude  into  which  it  has 
been  thrown  by  the  most  wilful,  artful,  and  malignant 
misrepresentations  that  can  be  imagined.  The  cur- 
rent is  certainly  turned,  and  is  beginning  to  run 
strong  the  other  way.  But  I  am  proceeding  farther 
than  i  intended,  and  will  therefore  conclude  with 
assurances  of  the  esteem  and  regard  with  which  I 
am.  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO  GOUVERNEUR    MORRIS. 

PHiLAitKLratA,  4  MMcb,  1796. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Altho'  I  have  but  little  expectation  (from  the  infor- 
mation which  I  have  received  from  your  sister  Mrs. 
Ogden)  that  this  letter  with  a  copy  of  my  last  to  you, 
will  reach  London  before  you  will  have  embarked  for 
America.  I  have  determined  nevertheless  to  take  the 
chance  of  it ;  and  accordingly  have  put  it  under  cover 
to  Mr.  Pinckney. 
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Hitherto  the  business  of  the  session  tho  slow  in  its 
progress,  has  been  tranquil  in  discussion. — By  some 
misconception  of  Mr,  Deas.'  or  some  strange  fatality 
aitending  his  dispatches,  the  formal  ratification  of  the 
treaty  by  his  Britannic  Majesty,  has  never  yet  been 
received ;  but  having  sufficient  and  official  evi- 
dence of  the  fact,  both  from  Mr.  Deas  and  the  British 
chaige  des  affaires  residing  here;  it  was  proclaimed 
OQthe  29th  ulto.  as  the  law  of  the  land :  and  being 
before  the  House  of  Representatives,  their  proceed- 
ings thereon  must  soon  appear. — The  conjecture  is 
that  an  attempt  (how  successful  I  am  unable  to  inform 
yvu)  will  be  made  to  censure  it  in  several  points; 
and  for  being  disadvantageous  to  these  United  States 
on  the  whole ;  but  will  make  provision  for  carrying 
hinto  effect — The  debates  relative  to  this  Treaty, 
will  be  I  presume  animated ;  and  if  heats  are  occa- 
sioned in  the  course  of  the  session,  they  will  proceed 
from  this  cause.  But  as  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
anticipate  the  debates  or  the  votes,  I  shall  say  nothing 
further  relatively  thereto. 

That   a  great  change  has  been  wrought    in   the 

public  mind  with  respect  to  this  Treaty  within  the 

^iast  two  months,  is  apparent  to  every  one. 

y     But  in  the  body  politic,  as  in  the  body  natural, 

■When  one  of  its  members  arc  disordered  (!  confine  it 

to  members  because  I  do  not  believe  tho  whole  mass 

,      ^been  at  al!  attainted)  it  requires  some  time  to  effect 

L     ^perfect  cure ;  especially  while  there  remains  a  morbid 


I  WilUun  Aileg  Dea>,  Secrctarjp  ol  Legition  al  Loodon. 
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hare  DOC  abai 
thejr  enjoy. 
E.     We  hare  Mttled  all 
3e  villi  an  oatiofis.     We 
oar    snpeffloities.   and 
1. — The  earth  geoerally, 
B  finks  boontifully.     No 
I  farv  bttt  vhac  exhibits 
ii  and  prosperity ;  while 
n  lo  oamc    Yet  by  the 
ionsa^ax,  or  vxac  other 
o^,  evib  abr  aS  are  di»- 
n>  tlMmsdves;  and  as 
ler  theai  so,  disquieting 


TO  TIMOTHT 


r*«T   or   STATE. 


I  kai«  givea  yam  lener  of  msiiuctions  to  ot 
■■oBter  ■!  Ae  coart  of  Loodon  atteative  con5i< 
cntKMi.  and  approve  ilKm ;  unless  the  last  clause  bt 
one  shoald  give  rise  to  die  oegodatioo  of  an  articli 
which  may  ooc  accord  wkfc  die  result  of  a  motloiT 
pending  in  die  House  of  Rqwwentativcs,  (intro- 
duced, if  my  niefDocy  aeryes  me.  by  Mr.  Smith  of 
Baltimore.)  of  which.  bowe«'er.  1  ha^x  but  an  imper^ 
feet  recollection. 

1  think,  too.  (e%-en  with  the  advantages  propos 
to  be  obtained  by  the  reduction.)  that  our  negoc^ 
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ator  should  adhere,  even  to  the  hazard  of  the  treaty 
alit^cther,  to  vessels  of  one  hundred  tons'  burthen 
for  the  West  India  trade. 

These  things,  and  a  general  view  of  the  subject  as 
comprised  in  the  instructions,  added  to  matters  which 
ha%'e  been,  and  may  yet  be  introduced  into  Congress, 
which  may  have  relation  to  the  proposed  negotia- 
tioD,  incline  me  to  think,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
forbear  sending  the  despatches  for  Mr.  Pinckney  by 
the  ship  Favorite  (as  other  conveyances  will,  no 
doubt,  soon  offer),  and  to  take  more  time  in  consult- 
ing the  most  intelligent  mercantile  characters  within 
your  reach,  on  ^^  principles  and  heads  of  the  se%'eral 
articles,  which  are  the  subject  of  them. 

The  instructions  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  ac- 
companied with  powers.     They  may  be  offered  or  not, 
as  occasion  shall  require.     They  can,  with  this  alter- 
ative, do  no  harm ;  whereas  the  want  of  them,  if 
tailed  for.  may  occasion  a  suspension  of  the  measure. 
Mr.  Adams's  letter,  and  Lord  Grenville's  propositions, 
rdative  to  captured  vessels  of  a  certain  description, 
and  with   respect  to   the    pay  of  the  commissioners, 
k  Rqaire  immediate  attention. 

^  Proclamations  of  the  treaties  with  Spain  and  Al- 
giers should  issue  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared, 
and  the  ratification  of  the  former  despatched  as  soon 
as  possible.  Measures  also  for  carrying  these,  and 
the  other  treaties  which  have  been  ratified  and  pro- 
claimed, into  effect,  ought  to  meet  with  nu  delay  that 
can  be  avoided. 
And  I  request  you  would  concert  measures  with 


the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Treasury,  if  neces- 
sary, for  proceeding  vigorously  and  securely  with  the 
arsenal  at  the  confluence  of  the  Potomac  and  Shenan- 
doah.    I  am.  &C. 


TO    TlIE  SECRETARIKS    OF    STATE,    THE   TREASURV,  W.IB, 
AND   THE  ATTORNEY   GENERAL. 

PHiUDCLrau,  IS  Muck,  itA 
Sl«. 

The  resolution  moved  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the 
papers  relative  to  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Brima,' 
having  passed  in  the  aflinnative,  I  request  your  opinion, 

I.  Vilielher  that  branch  of  Congren  has  or  has  not  s  ri^t, 
by  the  constitution,  to  call  for  those  papers  ? 

a.  Whether,  if  it  does  not  possess  the  right,  it  would  be  "• 
pcdient  under  the  circumstances  of  this  particular  case  to  furouh 
them? 

3.  And,  in  either  case,  in  what  terms  would  it  he  most  proper 
to  comply  with,  or  to  refuse,  the  request  of  the  House  ? 

These  opinions  in  writing,  and  your  altcndaDce.  will  be  ex- 
pected at  ten  o'clock  tomorrow.     1  am,  Stc. 

■Tke  (rest;  wilh  Great  Britain,  commonly  called  Jby'i  Trraly,  hivtDf 
bevo  ratificil  In  1.ondon  oD  ihc  sSthda^  of  October,  iTgj.  aiidtetanitilu ''" 
United  States,  a  cupr  of  ti  was  laid  heforc  CongrcH,  t>y  (he  PtetlilcDI.  on  ^^ 
nt  of  March.  It  now  became  the  duty  of  the  Houae  of  Repremiltli*** " 
make  apiiropiialioni  for  (onying  the  treaty  into  cBect.  The  party  in  *" 
House,  opP"''^  "^  ''"  In^ly.  were  nol  utUfied  with  the  coaciie  punnev ''^ 
die  President  in  promulgating  it  by  a  piocl.iniaijon.  before  (he  whk  o(  '"'' 
Houae  of  RepraenCativM  bad  been  in  any  naancr  obtained  upon  the  wtje^ 
A  moluiion  wah  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Ijvin)^ton,  which,  after  an  aioeii''' 
nent  by  ihc  otiginid  morer.  nnumed  the  lullowing  thapo : 

'■  RetolTcd.  that  the  President  of  the  United  Stale*  be  tequMtrd  to"* 
before  lbi»  HDUkc  a  copy  of  the  iniitractlonii  |[iven  to  the  mIniMer  of  ^ 
United  Slates,  who  negoliairil  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  eommunicated  " 
hit  TDCuaee  of  the  isl  initant,  together  with  the  cormpondence  and  i""*" 
meots  irlatini;  to  the  laid  treaty,  cxiepiing  auch  of  said  papen  U  aoy  einiUtw 
Dcnotliitioii  may  reader  improper  lo  be  ditclmeil." 

A  debate  aroK  which  did  doe  terminate  liJl  the  a^th  of  Hard),  wh«o  tM_ 
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MESSAGE   TO   THE   BOUSE  OP    REPRESENTATIVES. 


March  JMb,  Vjt^ 

»CCMTLBMEN  or  TlIK  HoUSE  OF  RePRESENTATITES  : 
With  attK  utmoist  ■ilenlion  I  have  considered  yourretolutinn  of 
the  >4th  initant,  requesting  me  to  lay  b«fore  your  House  a  copy 
mf  the  insinictions  to  the  minister  of  (he  United  Stales,  who 
DCgotisled  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  together 
vith  the  correspondence  and  other  documents  relative  to  that 
treaty,  excepting  such  of  the  said  papers  as  any  existing  ncgotia- 
tioo  may  render  improper  to  be  disclosed. 

In  deliberating  upon  this  subject,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
loftc  sight  of  the  principle,  which  some  have  avowed  in  its  discus* 
*ioa,  or  to  avoid  extending  my  views  to  the  consequences,  which 
iiut  (low  from  the  admission  of  that  principle. 
1  trust  thai  no  part  of  my  conduct  has  ever  indicated  a 
to  withhold  any  information  which  the  constitution 
cojoioed  upon  the  President  as  a  duty  to  give,  or  which 
could  be  required  of  him  by  either  House  of  Congress  as  a  right ; 
■ad  with  ttuih  [  aflirm,  that  it  has  been,  as  it  will  continue  to  be 
while  I  have  the  honor  to  preside  in  the  government,  my  con- 
■UDt  endeavor  to  harmonize  with  the  other  branches  thereof, 
■o  far  as  the  trust  delegated  to  roe  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  my  tense  of  the  obligation  it  imposes  to  "  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  (he  consiitiiiion,"  will  permit. 
The  nature  of  foreign  negotiations  requires  caution,  and  their 


I  pMMd  in  th«  •finnalivD  b^  •  vote  of  tiity-ltra  lo  thirty-scvf  n,  uid 
pft  WW  accorfiDgtf  vtmK  to  the  rmident  by  a  cammiitee  o(  tfac  Hotue.     Tlic 
ftBiHml  replied  10  Ibe  comDitllce,  "thai  he  would  take  (he  rcqiieitl  lo  the 
Bom*  faiio  ooMddcration.'* 

Tki  ■TwWn  ol  Um  cabiaM  were  nninimoui  in  adviiing  (h«  Pteodeol  not 
to  otn^  with  the  rtsohtkai.  Each  o(  ihem  slated  ihe  £(ound>  <i(  hl»  oplnloa 
i*  wrUaf .  Dwlnf  the  progreu  of  ihs  Uctuiir,  Chicf-Juttice  EUtwortb  itrvw 
wf  *m  Brpnent.  ihowiag  that  th«  pip«r>  could  not  be  oonslilntiiMalty  ds- 
■•■ded  bj  tb«  Ilouc  of  Rcprcscnuiivu.  MadUon  wrote  ta  Jclleriofi,  4 
Afrll,  ■7i;6 ;  "  Th«  abtolute  rttuMl  (of  the  Pmideal]  wai  u  uiicipectcd  m 
Ibi  MB*  aMi  UBoe  ol  the  awaage  aM  improper  and  indelicate. "  He  m^ 
yriKl  thai  llaauliaa  w*i  the  •ttibor. 


178 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1796 


success  must  often  dei>cnd  on  tectrcy  ;  and,  even  when  brought 
to  a  conclusion,  a  full  disclosure  of  all  the  measures,  demands, 
or  eventual  concessions  which  may  have  been  proposed  or  con- 
templated, would  be  cxiTcmely  impolitic  ;  for  this  might  have  a 
pernicious  influence  on  future  negotiations,  or  produce  immediate 
inconveniences,  perhaps  danger  and  mischief,  in  relation  to  other 
powers.  The  necesnity  of  such  caution  and  xccrccy  was  one 
cogent  reason  for  vesting  the  power  of  making  treaties  in  the 
President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  that  body  was  formed  confining  it  to  a  small 
number  of  members.  To  admit,  then,  a  right  in  the  House  of 
Rejiresentalives  to  demand,  and  to  have,  as  a  matter  of  course^ 
all  the  papers  respecting  a  negotiation  with  a  foreign  power, 
would  be  to  establish  a  dangerous  precedent. 

It  does  not  occur,  that  the  inspection  of  the  papers  asked  for 
can  be  relative  to  any  purpose  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
Rouse  of  Representatives,  except  that  of  an  impeachment,  which 
the  resolution  has  not  expressed.  I  repeat,  that  I  have  no 
disposition  10  withhold  any  information  which  the  duty  of  my 
station  will  permit,  or  the  public  good  shall  require,  to  be 
disclosed ;  and,  in  fact,  all  the  papers  affecting  the  negotiation 
with  Great  Britain,  were  laid  before  the  Senate,  when  the  treaty 
itself  was  communicated  for  their  consideration  and  advice, 

The  course,  which  the  debate  has  taken  on  the  resolution  of 
the  House,  leads  to  some  observations  on  the  mode  of  making 
treaties  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates. 

Having  been  a  member  of  the  general  convention,  and  know- 
ing the  principles  on  which  the  constitution  was  formed,  I  have 
ever  entertained  but  one  opinion  on  this  subject ;  and,  from  the 
first  establishment  of  the  government  to  this  moment,  my 
conduct  has  exemplified  that  opinion,  that  the  power  of  making 
treaties  is  exclusively  vested  in  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  provided  two  thirds  of  the 
Senators  present  concur;  and  that  every  treaty,  so  made  and 
promulgated,  thenceforward  became  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is 
thus  that  the  treaty-making  power  has  been  understood  by 
foreign  nations;  and,  in  all  the  treaties  made  with  ihcm,  we 
have  declared,  and  they  have  believed,  that,  when  ratified  by  the 
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Prcfideat,  with  the  adric«  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  thef 
bccuBC  obligatorjr.  In  this  conitniction  of  the  constitution, 
nery  House  of  Representatives  has  heretofore  acriuiesced  ;  and, 
Util  (be  present  time,  not  a  doubt  or  suspicion  has  appeared,  to 
n>j  knowledge,  that  this  construction  was  not  ihc  cnic  one. 
Ni*,  they  have  more  than  acquiesced ;  for  till  now,  vHthoul 
c«n[roTeTiing  the  obligation  of  such  treaties,  they  have  made  all 
the  mjiiisite  provisions  for  carrying  them  into  effect. 

There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  this  construction  agree* 
with  the  opinions  entertained  by  the  State  conventions,  when 
ihey  were  deliberating  on  the  constitution  ;  especially  by  those 
who  objected  to  it,  because  there  wast  not  required,  in  tommtrdal 
trtalujf  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  the 
taeisbcis  of  the  Senate,  instead  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senators 
ptcscni ;  and  because,  in  treaties  respecting  territorial  and 
Certain  other  rights  and  claims,  the  concurrence  of  three  fourths 
of  the  whole  number  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  respectively 
was  not  made  necessary. 

It  is  a  fact  declared  by  the  general  convention,  and  universally 
dnderslood,  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slate^'  was  the 
result  of  a  spirit  of  amity  and  mutual  concession.  And  it  is  well 
ksowQ,  that,  nnder  this  influence,  the  smaller  States  were 
^L  Adiniited  to  an  equal  representation  in  the  Senate  with  the  larger 
^m  Siaten,  and  that  this  branch  of  the  guvemment  was  invested  witli 
^  great  powers  ;  for  on  the  equal  partlcipniion  of  those  powers  the 
I  »overeigntjr  and  political  safety  of  the  smaller  States  were  deemed 
I      e^aKniially  to  depend. 

^H  If  other  proofs  than  these,  and  the  plain  letter  of  the  consti- 
^r^*3>)0B  itself,  be  necessary  to  a.tcertain  the  point  under  considera- 
*■■<»,  they  may  be  found  in  the  journal*  of  the  general  convention, 
■^irtiich  I  have  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State. 
K*  those  journals  it  will  appear,  that  a  proposition  was  made, 
**  tha  no  treaty  should  be  binding  on  the  United  Slates,  which 
'^'M  not  ratified  by  a  law";  and  that  the  proposition  wa* 
^Sfficitly  rejected. 

Ai,  therefore,  it  it  perfectly  clear  to  my  understanding,  that 
*hr  aucnt  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  not  necessary  to 
^  validity  of  a  treaty  ;  as  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibits, 
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In  itself,  all  the  objects  rcquinng  legislative  provisioo,  and  on 
these  the  papers  called  for  can  throw  no  light ;  and  u  it  it 
essential  to  the  due  administration  of  the  govcromGnt,  thai  the 
boundaries,  fixed  by  (he  constitution  between  the  diffcmt 
departments,  should  be  preserved  ;  a  ju«t  regard  to  the  ccmti- 
tution  and  to  the  duly  of  my  office,  under  all  the  circumttaticct 
of  this  cose,  forbids  a  compliance  with  your  request. 


TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

[ritlVATK.] 

P»iLADn.piitA,  ]■  March,  1706. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  do  not  ktiow  how  to  thank  you  sufficiently,  for 
the  trouble  you  have  taken  to  dilate  on  the  request 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  papers  rela^ 
tive  to  the  British  Treaty ;  or  how  to  apologize  for 
the  trouble,  (much  greater  than  I  had  any  idea  of 
giving,)  which  you  have  taken  to  show  the  impropri- 
ety of  that  request. 

From  the  first  moment,  and  from  the  fullest  con- 
viction in  my  own  mind,  I  had  resolved  to  resist  iht 
principle,  which  was  evidently  intended  to  be  estate 
lished  by  the  call  of  the  Ho.  of  Representatives ;  and 
only  deliberated  on  the  manner  in  which  this  could 
be  done  with  the  least  bad  consequences. 

To  effect  this,  three  modes  presented  themselves  to 
me.  ist,  a  denial  of  the  Papers  in  ioto,  assigning 
concise  but  cogent  reasons  for  that  denial ;  2d,  to 
grant  them  in  whole  ;  or,  3d,  in  part ;  accompanied 
with  a  pointed  protest  against  the  right  of  the  House 
to  controul  treaties,  or  to  call  for  Papers  without 
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specifying  their  object,  and  against  the  compliance 
being  drawn  into  precedent. 

I  had  as  little  hesitation  in  deciding,  that  the  first 
iras  the  most  tenable  ground  ;  but.  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  this  case,  it  merited  consideration,  if 
the  principle  could  be  saved,  whether  facility  in  the 
provisions  might  not  result  from  a  compliance.  An 
utentive  examination,  however,  of  the  Papers  and  the 
subject,  soon  convinced  me  that  to  furnish  all  the 
P^rs  would  be  highly  improper,  and  that  ^partial 
ddivery  of  them  would  leave  the  door  open  for  as 
much  calumny  as  the  entire  refusal — perhaps  more  so 
—as  it  might,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would  be  said, 
that  all  such  as  were  essential  to  the  purposes  of  the 
House  were  withheld. 

Under  these  Impressions  I  proceeded,  with  the 
Heads  of  Departments  and  the  Attorney-Gen.  to 
collect  materials  and  to  prepare  an  answer,  subject 
however,  lo  alteration  and  revision,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. This  answer  was  ready  on  Monday,  and 
proposed  to  be  sent  in  on  Tuesday ;  but  it  was  delayed 
until  I  should  receive  what  was  expected ;  not  doing 
it  definitely  on  that  day,  the  delivery  of  my  answer 
Was  further  postponed  till  the  next,  notwithstanding 
the  anxious  solicitude,  which  was  visible  in  all  quar- 
ters to  learn  the  result  of  Executive  decision. 

Finding  that  the  draft.  I  had  prepared,  embraced 
most  if  not  all  the  principles,  which  were  detailed  in 
the  paper  I  received  yesterday,  though  not  the  reason- 
ii^[s :  that  it  would  take  considerable  time  to  copy 
the  latter ;  and,  above  all,  having  understood,  that,  if 
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the  papers  were  refused,  a  fresh  demand  with  stric-    ' 
tures  might  be  expected,  I  sent  in  the  answer  which 
was  ready,  reserving  the  other  as  a  source  for  rcason^j 
ing,  if  my  information  proves  true.  ^H 

I  could  not  be  satisfied  without  giving  you  this 
concise  account  of  the  business,  to  express  again  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  pains  you  have  been  at  to  in- 
vestigate the  subj(;ct,  and  to  assure  you,  over  and 
over,  of  the  warmth  of  my  friendship,  and  of  the  affec- 
tionate regard,  with  which  I  am,  &c 


TO    HENRV   KNOX. 

PKILAOKLrKIA,  4  April,  I796L 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Before  this  will  have  reached  you,  you  must  have 
seen  in  the  gazettes,  that  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
(without  a  previous  consultation)  to  nominate  you 
the  commissioner  for  ascertaining  the  true  St.  Croix 
and  the  Eastern  boundary  of  the  United  Stales, 
agreeably  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  lately 
entered  into  with  Great  Britain.  I  hope  it  will  be 
convenient  and  agreeable  for  you  to  accept  the  trust, 
the  appointment  having  been  confirmed  by  the 
Senate. 

As  the  gazettes  will  give  you  in  detail  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  calling  upon  the 
President  for  all  the  papers  (excepting  such  as  might 
respect  pending  treaties)  relative  to  that  treaty  ;  also 
the  debates  thereupon,  and  my  answer;  it  is  uo* 
necessary  to  repeat  them.  1  am  beginning  to  receive, 
what  1  had  made  my  mind  up  for  on  this  occasion, 


I»6I 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON- 


^H 


the  abuse  of  Mr.  Bache  and  his  correspondents. 
The  answer,  which  I  have  given,  is  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  for  Wednesday  next, 
the  probable  result  of  which  it  is  too  early  yet  to 
predict  or  even  to  guess  at.  These  are  unpleasant 
things,  but  they  must  be  met  with  firmness.  Present 
me  to  Mrs.  Knox  and  the  family  in  acceptable  terms, 
and  be  assured  of  the  friendship  and  affectionate 
regard  of,  &c 

P.  S.  At  a  proper  time,  after  knowing  whether 
you  accept  the  appointment  or  not,  you  will  hear 
oSkially  from  the  Secretary  of  State.' 


TO  GEORGE   LEWIS. 

Philadklmiia,  7  April,  ijqA. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tuesday's  post  brought  me  a  letter  from  a  Mr. 
Andrew  Parks,  of  Frcdeg.,  covering  one  from  your 
mother,  both  on  the  subject  of  overtures  of  marriage 
by  the  former  to  your  cousin  Harriot  Wash- 
in.  which,  it  seems,  depend  upon  my  consent  for 
consummation. 

My  sister  speaks  of  Mr.  Parks  as  a  sober,  discreet 
nsan  and  one  who  is  attentive  to  business.  Mr. 
Parks  says  of  himself  that  his  fortune  at  present  does 
Dot  much  exceed  three  thousand  pounds,  but  with 
industry  and  economy  he  has  every  expectation  of 
n^Hdly  improving  his  condition,  being  concerned 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Th.  Elderry,  of  Balti- 
■orc,  in  mercantile  business. 

'Ctnfnl  Knox  declined  Ui«  ■ppaintmcnt.  and   David  Htnrdl,  of  Rhode 
d,  wu  iKXBUiated  lo  Uie  Senalc  in  his  place. 
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As  I  am  an  entire  stranger  to  Mr.  Parks,  to  his 
family  connexion,  or  his  connexions  in  trade,  his 
mode  of  living,  his  habits,  and  to  his  prospects  in 
trade,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  ascertain  them 
with  as  much  precision  as  you  can,  and  write  me 
with  as  little  delay  as  you  can  well  avoid- 

Harriot,  having  little  or  no  fortune  of  her  own, 
has  no  right  to  expect  3  great  one  in  a  husband,  but 
it  is  desirable  she  should  marry  a  gentleman,  one 
who  is  well  connected  and  can  support  her  decently. 
in  the  life  she  has  always  moved.  Otherwise  she 
would  not  find  matrimony,  with  a  large  family  per- 
haps about  her  and  scanty  means,  so  eligible  a  situ- 
ation as  she  may  have  conceived,* 


to  edward  carrington. 

[private.} 

PhILADKLPHIA,  I  Miy. 

Dear  Sir, 

With  much  pleasure  I  received  your  letter  of  thT 
22d  ultimo  :  and,  if  the  sense  of  the  great  body  of 
citizens  in  Virginia  should  be  expressed  in  the  man* 

'"Your  Uttei  ol  lh<  1st  inst.  ha»  been  dul)'  received.  The  tntijecl  on 
wLich  it  \i  wriiien  is  •  Mrioiit  one.  and  it  itiill  m«et  u  ii  deierve*  •  icrioa 
Coniide  ration. 

•■  My  lutce  Harrini  Wuliin):ton  having  very  tittle  fortune  of  lieT  own, 
nrithet  she  not  her  fricndi  hnvc  a  right  to  make  Ikat  (bov-ever  deuntble  it 
inii;hl  be]  u  primtiry  conuderation  in  ■  mainmonlit]  toniiMlion. — ^bul  ibcre 
■re  other  rciultiicn  wliich  arc  rijually  ilcBiralila  anEl  which  oui^t  to  tic  allendnd 
to  in  a  anion  ol  co  much  importBtice  ; — willioni  therefore  expieaiing  u  (hit 
tngmenl  either  jui^ciit  oi  diiMnt,  to  the  propoMil  yon  hare  mode,  it  is  "—mtiy 
for  me  to  pnuso, 

"  My  wi%b  is  to  ice  my  niece  happy  ; — one  step  (owardc  which,  ii  for  tier  to 
be  united  with  a  gentleman  of  respectable  conncctioiu ;  and  of  good  ditpoai- 
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n<f  you  seem  to  expect,  it  would  give  me  and,  I 
Wieve.  every  friend  to  order  and  good  government 
throughout  the  United  States  very  great  satisfaction, 
nore  so  than  similar  sentiments  from  any  other  State 
ill  the  Union;  for  people  living  at  a  distance  from  tt 
bow  not  how  to  believe  it  possible,  that  its  represen- 
tatives, both  in  the  General  and  State  legislatures, 
aa  speak  a  language,  which  is  repugnant  to  the  sense 
of  (heir  constituents,  especially  too  as  they  seem  to 
give  the  tone  to  all  the  States  south  of  them.' 

Whatever  my  own  opinion  may  be  on  this  or  any 
otber  subject  interesting  to  the  community  at  large, 

Shk  >-with  one  who  n  more  in  the  habit  (!>f  fair  uiil  honoishtc  (lumiili)  of 
■itiaf  llus  ID  ipcDdtng  mancy  ;  and  who  can  tuppoii  hn  in  the  way  ihe  has 
di^llTod." — WatkiHgtta  U  Andretii  /"ari^,  7  April,  1796.  The  marriage 
stofral  lA  Julr.  (796. 

'fnm  Mr.  Carriitetm't  Letifi:—"  The  Utc  votci  of  ih«  Hoiuw  ofRcpre- 
MWOn*,  wfai<fa  Ittvc  ju»t  rcacheil  u«,  anil  from  irhich  ii  ■ppeirt  lliat  tppr^- 
fniicai  an  not  iaiendnl  to  be  taatir  (or  giving  eStct  10  the  tiraly  between 
Ac  Coiled  Staid  and  Gical  Briuin,  hare,  in  my  opinion,  broushi  our  political 
MbUct  to  ■  crikia.  The  ()iHOr|;anii>n(;  nii';hinalioiii  of  a  (acliun  irt  no  longer 
WImU  >oimshcil  and  incalcaied  on  ihc minds  of  ihc  credulous  by  clamorous 
^Mippiet,  while  (he  ercat  m-ut  o(  ciliieni,  viewing  these  ai  evils  at  1 
VMct,  KnuiD  ioactirc  I'hc  i:uii»i(uenca9  at  a  lailure  of  (be  ttc*ly  arc  too 
fUa  aiki  too  IhrEalminE  to  Ihc  unpanlUled  happiness  and  prosperity  »-« 
■117,  Ml  to  czdie  aJaim  tn  the  minds  of  at!,  who  are  atloched  10  peace  and 
Ola.  ThiadUB  «( dlUcna  will  n«w  conic  forwaril  and  kjwak  for  lhcin«clvc«, 
••J  ■in  be  found  to  conpow  th«  great  body  of  the  communiiy.  1  mtty  possibly 
haiicdicn.  I  boweTcr  feel  a  eonfidenec  in  an  opinion,  ihal  Ihc  seme  of 
■^^ai*  lo  Ihu  pufpoM  will  khtirtly  be  eiteti«ivHy  cipro>i4cd  in  public  nicifl- 
^ai  by  petiliont.  A  meeting  of  the  people  of  this  city  will  take  place  on 
^oiiy  next,  (»r  the  pnrpiMe  of  expressing  their  opinions  on  the  pending 
**aHRi,  and  tailing  on  fool  a  prtlliun  or  rcinonstiancc  lo  th«  Houic  of 
■*VcacaUt>re>  therein.  From  what  I  can  learn  fioin  various  parts  of 
IkcoBUiy  1  »erily  believe,  thai  similar  measures  will  be  ndopied  at  kasl  in 
M>r  OMutiM.  Keeling  a«  I  da  a  Uron)-  conviclinn,  Ihal  Ihc  Inlellijrence 
tawiiaed  in  ibU  letter  it  ircll  founded,  1  have  indulged  myiolf  in  the  atlia- 
ittiim  al  commnalcaling;  it  to  you.  and  hope  thai  events  will  realiie  it.' — 
kKhnoDd,  April  3Sd. 


it  always  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  my  earnest 
desire  to  learn,  and,  as  far  as  is  consistent,  to  com- 
ply with,  the  public  sentiment ;  but  it  is  on  great 
occasions  otUy,  and  after  time  has  been  given  for  cool 
and  deliberate  rejection,  that  the  real  voice  of  the 
people  can  be  known. 

The  present,  however,  is  one  of  those  great  occa- 
sions, than  which  none  more  important  has  occurred, 
or  probably  may  occur  again  to  call  forth  their  de- 
cision :  and  to  them  the  appeal  is  now  made.  For 
no  candid  man  in  the  least  degree  acquainted  with 
the  progress  of  this  business  will  believe  for  a 
moment,  that  the  ostensible  dispute  was  about  papers, 
or  whether  the  British  treaty  was  a  good  one  or  a 
bad  one,  but  whether  there  should  be  a  treaty  at  all 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represea- 
tatives,  which  was  striking  at  once,  and  that  boldly, 
too,  at  the  fundamental  principles  of  theconstitution; 
and,  if  it  were  established,  would  render  the  treaty- 
making  power,  not  only  a  nullity,  but  such  an  abso- 
lute absurdity  as  to  rellect  disgrace  on  the  framers  of 
it.  For  will  any  one  suppose,  that  they  who  framed, 
or  those  who  adopted,  that  instrument  ever  intended 
to  give  the  power  to  the  President  and  Senate  to 
make  treaties,  and,  declaring  that  when  made  and 
ratified  they  should  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
would  in  the  same  breath  place  it  in  the  powers  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  fix  their  vote  on  them; 
unless  apparent  marks  of  fraud  or  corruption  (which 
in  equity  would  set  aside  any  contract)  accompanied 
the  measure,  or  such  striking  evidence  of  national  in- 
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jury  attended  their  adoption,  as  to  make  a  war  or  any 
oiher  evil  preferable  ?  Every  unbiassed  mind  will 
answer  in  the  negative. 

Whence  the  source  and  what  the  object  of  all  this 
siraj^le  is.  I  submit  to  my  fellow<itizens.  Charity 
would  lead  one  to  hope,  that  the  motives  to  it  have 
been  pure.  Suspicions,  however,  speak  different  lan- 
guage, and  my  tongue  for  the  present  shall  be  silent. 
Such  further  information  on  this  head,  or  any  other 
amilarimportant,  which  may  come  to  your  knowledge, 
and  which  your  leisure  and  inclination  may  enable 
you  to  give,  will  be  very  acceptable  to,  dear  Sir. 
yours.  &C.' 


TO  JOHN  JAV,  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

PHQJIDBJ.PHU.  S  Mar-  1796. 

Sir, 

You  judged  very  right  when,  in  your  letter  of  the 
'8th  ultimo,  you  observed,  "  I  can  have  but  very 
fcde  time  for  private  letter-writing";  but.  if  my 
friends  will  put  up  with  the  hasty  and  indigested 
ODcs  I  can  write  under  such  circumstances,  there  are 

'  A  klicr  of  idikIi  ihe  Mme  parport  wai  written  to  Cturles  Carmll  on  the 
<Meiif,  ia  vhich  occurreit  iha  roHowini;  aililiilonnl  icnlencct: 

"Emy  tme  (nen>)  to  thii  coanlry  muit  ttt  and  ftti  llut  the  policy  o(  it  it 
M  (0  tBiMoil  ounclvct  with  any  npiion  wbulever ; — but  to  avoid  their 
■"pila  ind  llicir  poliiic*;  >ii<l  if  (hey  will  h*r*si  one  inoihcr,  in  avail 
■•J>M  (d  lite  Dcalral  canducE  wc  have  ■'luplcil.  1'wcnly  yrao'  peace  with 
*A«iacMuea{  popuUiion  and  i»ourc»  u  we  have  a  right  (acxpect. 
ittlMau  rratolc  litoalion  from  ihc  jarrini^  pawen,  vill  in  all  probibilitjr 
WUtmlBa  put  OHM  t4  bid  dHiancc  to  any  power  on  carlh.  Why  then 
AhIiI  ««  pnnatniely  cmbamsi  (for  (he  attainment  uf  IriHn  comparatively 
9**U*k)  I*  boOilitiec,  the  'vsat  of  which  is  nrxrer  certain,  alwayi  cipeiuive, 
*»*  bwitdal  to  a  few  only  (ihe  leaai  deserving  perhaps),  w  hi  lit  it  muit  b« 


a  few,  (among  whom  permit  me  the  gratification  to 
place  you,)  with  whom  I  should  feel  very  happy  to 
correspond,  and.  while  I  hold  my  present  office,  to 
learn  their  sentiments  upon  any  of  the  important 
measures,  which  come  before  the  executive  of  the 
United  States.' 

I  am  sure  the  mass  of  citizens  in  these  United 
States  mean  well,  and  I  firmly  believe  they  will 
always  aU  well  whenever  they  can  obtain  a  right 
understanding  of  matters  ;  but  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  where  the  sentiments  of  their  delegates  and 
leaders  are  adverse  to  the  government,  and  great 
pains  are  taken  to  inculcate  a  belief,  that  their  rights 
are  assailed  and  their  liberties  endangered,  it  is  not 
easy  to  accomplish  this  ;  especially,  as  is  the  case  in- 
variably, when  the  inventors  and  abettors  of  pemi- 

dittreuJog  and  niinouik  to  lbs  gt^al  mus  oF  our  driieiut-  Bui  enough  of  tttif 
—the  people  muit  decide  (or  (hemiclves,  and  probably  will  do  «o  notwitli- 
(tandinj;  Ihc  vote  hu  jjotic  in  fkvoc  of  the  appropriations  liy  a  majorilv  of  Jl 
to  48— •<  the  princiflt  •nd  atitiniftian  e/  frartr  which  hai  bscn  cootcniM 

lor,  remain,  altbongh  the  consequences  by  the  preient  dccirion.  probably  will 
be  avoided." 

*  /'mm  Mr.  "Jay't  I,rUtr. — *'  Voui  amwer  10  ihc  call  lor  paitn  irnds  with 
TVrj  general  approbation  here,  t  have  lull  faith  that  alt  trill  end  well,  and 
thai  France  will  find  ui  leu  euy  (o  maniac  than  Eloilnnd  or  Geneva.  The 
icuion  of  ouc  Icgidatuie  I*  coiicludrd,  and  iiutliiitg  Dn|>1eai>ani  has  ovcumd 
during  the  cnunr  ol  it.  1  think  your  measures  itill  meet  with  general  aad 
Gnu  Ku^iporl  from  the  grenl  majority  o(  this  Stale.  There  ii  nodelectMa 
among  the  Fcdciiiliiit.  \%  to  the  others,  ihey  will  act  accordinf  to  cimm- 
nanccL  The^e  ciiutentions  must  t;>*e  you  a  gi«at  deal  ol  tronUe  ;  but  it  ii 
apparent  to  mc,  (hat  the  conclusion  of  them,  like  the  conchinoii  of  tbc  late 
war,  will  afford  a  train  of  rellectionR,  which  will  contole  and  coaipcnoate  70a 
for  It.  Attachment  10  yuu,  ax  well  a>  to  my  country,  lilies  me  (o  hope  and  to 
pray,  that  you  will  not  leave  the  work  unfinished.  Remain  with  ua  ai  lead 
while  Ihe  ttorm  luls,  and  until  you  can  retire  like  the  *un  In  a  calm,  ODclonded 
evening.  May  every  bleuiii^  here  and  hereafter  attend  yoii,*'^New  Yo 
April  iSth. 
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ootis  measures  use  infinite  more  industry'  in  dissemi- 
nating the  poison,  than  the  well  disposed  part  of  the 
community  to  furnish  the  antidote.  To  this  source 
all  Our  discontents  may  be  traced,  and  from  it  all  our 
embarrassments  proceed.  Hence  serious  misfor- 
tunes, originating  in  misrepresentation,  frequently 
Bow,  and  spread,  before  they  can  be  dissipated  by 
truth. 

These  things  do,  as  you  have  supposed,  fill  my 
mind  with  much  concern  and  with  serious  anxiety. 
Indeed,  the  trouble  and  perplexities  which  they 
occasion,  added  to  the  weight  of  years,  which  have 
passed  over  mc,  have  worn  away  my  mind  more  than 
my  body,  and  render  ease  and  retirement  indispensa- 
bly necessarj'  to  both,  during  the  short  time  I  have 
to  stay  here.  It  would  be  uncandid,  therefore,  and 
Would  discover  a  want  of  friendship  and  confidence, 
{as  you  have  expressed  a  solicitude  for  my  at  least 
riding  out  the  storm,)  not  to  add,  that  nothing  short 
of  events,  or  such  imperious  circumstances,  (as  I 
Hope  and  trust  will  not  happen.)  and  might  render  a 
Ktreat  dishonorable,  will  prevent  the  public  an- 
nunciation of  it  in  time  to  obviate  a  misapplication 
of  votes,  at  the  election  of  President  and  Vice- 
Prcydcnt  of  the  United  Stales  in  December  next, 
upon  myself. 

1  congratulate  you  on  the  tranquil  session  just 
dwed  in  your  State,  and  upon  the  good  dispositions 
generally,  which  I  am  informed  prevail  among  the 
tiliiens  therein.  With  most  friendly  sentiments  I 
retnaio,  dear  Sir,  &c 
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TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 


PKiLAi>KLniiA,  i;  Mb;,  vi4*- 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

On  this  day  wetk  1  wrote  you  a  letter  on  the  su 
ject  of  the  information  received  from  G[ouverneur 
Mforris].'  and  put  with  It  some  other  papers  respect- 
ing the  case  of  M.  dc  La  Fayette,  under  cover  to  Mr. 
jay,  to  whom  also  I  had  occasion  to  write.      But  in 
my  hurry  (making  up  the  despatches  for  the  po; 
office  next  morning)   I  forgot  to    give  it   a  supe 
scription  ;  of  course  it  had  to  return  from  New  Yortt 
for  one,  and  to  encounter  all  the  delay  occasioned     , 
thereby  before  it  could  reach  your  hands.  ^^k 

Since  then  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of 
the  toth  inst,'  and  inclose  (in  its  rough  state)  the 

'  Monii  hid  written  to  Washinglon  (March  4th),  that  the  new  Frendi  nJnU- 
lei  was  about  in  Mil  (oi  America,  "  directed  to  cxaci  in  the  *pic«  of  filleo 
daj*  a  categotical  annret  10  ctrlain  questions.  What  thne  an  I  can  antf 
cunjccluw,  but  lupfxwc  that  jxiu  will,  in  etiecl.  be  called  on  to  lake  part 
decidedljr  vrilh  Kranre.  Mi.  Monrae  will  no  iloubi  cndfavor  to  coniinn  rhe 
nilcn  o(  that  counlrjr  that  such  conduct  will  force  us  into  the  wai  againit 
IhcRi ;  bul  it  it  fii  from  impooiible  that  tbc  uioal  violence  of  thdT  csnuvk 
will  pntvnit."  Moirix  winle  more  (ally  to  Hamlllon  on  the  ume  ilsjr. — Dttrf 
»tut  Ltlttrs  of  CtMVfrttfnr  Merrit.  ii..  Ifq. 

"  In  the  Fitnch  govcrnmctil  there  were  penon*  in  favor  of  a  niptnte  wflh 
the  Unilcd  Stalei^  Monroe,  who  wat  amhiuiador,  K*ve  the  Diivclor;  tk* 
moit  piudent  advice  on  thiit  occuion.  'War villi  France,'  aajd  he.  'will 
(□ice  (be  American  govcniment  to  tbrow  itMlf  into  the  aimi  of  EngUnd,  and 
vubmll  10  her  IntUietice  ;  niitlocracy  will  gain  tupiemc  control  in  the  Unit«d 
Stales  and  liberty  wilt  be  compromitirJ.  B)'  |>alisnily  eadoriRg,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  wrong!  of  ihe  preient  Prciident,  you  will  leave  him  without  ciciue. 
)rou  will  enlighten  the  Americ<ins,  and  decide  a  contrary  choice  al  the  next 
election.  All  Ihc  wningv  of  which  France  may  have  lo  complain  wiD  ihm  be 
repaired.'  Thi»  wise  and  provident  advice  had  its  eflect  upon  the  Directory." 
— Thiers'  Hiileirt  dr  to  K^eeiiiliiiH  rrati^aist,  tome  ii.,  ch.  t. 

*  "  Wben  last  in  Fhilinicljihi*,  you  nientiuncil  to  tue  your  wiirh,  that  I  thould 
rtdreu  ■  certain  paper,  which  you  had  prepared.     At  il  it  bnportwtl  that  ■ 


paper  mentioned  therein,  with  some  alteration  in 
the  first  page  (since  you  saw  it)  relative  to  the  refer- 
ence at  fooL  Having  no  copy  by  me.  except  of  the 
quoted  part,  nor  of  the  notes  from  which  it  was 
drawn.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  draught  now 
sent  to  your  particular  attention. 

Even  if  you  should  think  it  best  to  throw  the 
whU  into  a  difTerent  form,  let  me  request,  notwith- 
sunding.  tliat  my  draught  may  be  returned  to  me 
(Jong  with  yours)  with  such  amendments  and  cor- 
rcctions  as  to  render  it  as  perfect  as  the  formation 
h  susceptible  of ;  curtailed  if  too  verbose  ;  and  re- 
lieved of  all  tautology  not  necessary  to  enforce  the 
ideas  in  the  original  or  quoted  part.  My  wish  is  that 
the  whole  may  appear  in  a  plain  style,  and  be  handed 
to  the  public  in  an  honest,  unaffected,  simple  part. 

It  will  be  perceived,  from  hence,  that  I  am  attached 
to  the  quotation.  My  reasons  for  it  are,  that  as  it  is 
not  only  a  fact  that  such  an  address  was  written,  and 
00  the  point  of  being  published,  dui  known  also  to  one 
»  two  of  those  characters,  who  are  now  strongest 
and  foremost  in  the  opposition  to  the  government, 
and  consequently  to  the  person  administering  of  it 
contrary  to  their  views,  the  promulgation  thereof,  as 
M  evidence  that  it  was  much  against  my  inclination 
l^t  I  continued  in  ofBce,  will  cause  it  more  readily 
to  be  believed,  that  I  could  have  no  view  in  extend- 
ing ihc  powers  of  the  Executive  beyond  the  limits 

ttiital  0am  kiad  tbould  be  done  »i:li  pcal  care,  and  much  at  Iciiuic  touched 
■d  Moadied,  I  *nbaiil  ■  viih.  tlisl  a*  aoim  »  you  hive  given  ii  ikt  imiy  you 
ataait  tohave,  it  may  bcwDi  to  me." — ffamilUn  ta  (yaikiiigUn,  lo  May, 
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Coostitution  ;    and  will  serve  to 

«sdmation.  the  pretensions  of 

OBtriotic  zeal  and  watchfulness,  on 

to  build  their  own  consequence, 

ocfam  who  have  differed  from  them 

■ad.  besides,  it   may  contribute  to 

me  Cum  aside,  some  of  the  shafts 

-;  presumed,  will  be  aimed  at  my 

event ;  among  which,  conviction 

,„^iicv.  and  despair  of  being  re-elected, 

LtttDC  with  dextcrit>'  and  keenness. 

out  the  reference  to  a  partuuiar 

-fst  page  of  the  address,  1  have  less 

BD  expunging  those  words  which 

..^^^ioB.  parentheses,  in  pages  5.  7,  and 

— •  Tjait,  and  those  in  the  eighteenth 

...«s :  nor  to  discarding  the  egotisms 

.  dker  may  be),  if  you  think  them  liable 

.ji^  Md  that  they  had  better  be  omitted. 

.  mne  of  them  relate  facts  which  are 

.  t»  the  community. 

been,  and  must  continue  to  be.  to 

;  allusions  to  particular  measures, 

-xar  pointed,  and  to  expressions  which 

(M  t«<inw  upon  me  attacks  which  I  should 

_1  mU  raii^hi  not  find  agreeable  to  repel 

■  Another  session  of  Congress  before 

^jtMeoec  of  the  present  House  of  Rep- 

MX  own.  will  expire,  it  was  not  my 

^^   «  wvnl  to  the  Legislature   on    this 

;  N>  mt&hold   the  promulgation  of  my 

;  t^   period  when   it   shall   become 
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indispensably  necessary  for  the  information  of  the 
Electors  (which  this  year  will  be  delayed  until  the 
7th  of  December).  This  makes  it  a  Httte  difficult 
and  uncertain  what  to  say,  so  long  beforehand,  on 
the  part  marked  with  a  pencil,  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  second  page. 

AH  these  ideas  and  observations  are  confined,  as 
you  will  readily  perceive,  to  my  draught  of  the 
Valedictory  Address.  If  you  form  one  anew,  it  will, 
o[  course,  assume  such  a  shape  as  you  may  be  dis- 
posed to  give  it,  predicated  upon  the  sentiments 
contained  in  the  inclosed  paper. 

With  respect  to  the  gentleman '  you  have  men- 
tioned as  successor  to  Mr.  P[inckney],  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  his  abilities,  nor,  in  my  mind,  is  there 
any  of  his  fitness  ;  but  you  know,  as  well  as  I,  what 
lias  been  said  of  his  political  sentiments,  with  respect 
to  another  form  of  government ;    and  from   thence 
can  be  at  no  loss  to  guess  at  the  interpretation  which 
■*ould  be  given  to  the  nomination  of  him.     However, 
the  subject   shall   have  due  consideration  ;    but   a 
previous  resignation  would,  in  my  opinion,  carry  with 
It  too  much  the  appearance  of  concert,  and  would 
ha?e  a  bad,  rather  than  a  good  effect.     Always  and 
ancerely.  I  am  yours,  &c. ' 

'Uba«(h  HaatOlOti  rcpllcil  on  ih«  lOlh,  he  doe>  not  apput  to  Iutc  even 
*<MiHi(d  tlie  meipl  ol  th«  draught  of  th«  ValedktMy  Addicu  ;  far  in  repljr 
1*1  IttEcr  fraa  Watluacton  (ol  the  391I1},  he  wioie  on  June  lit :  "  I  thought 
IWackaovlvdgcd  ih«  receipt  of  the  paper  inquirMl  for  in  a  leilCT  written 
tf^\f  afiet  il— o(  m  «a«  wbkh  tfanmiitied  you  a  draft  of  a  trrtain  UtUr  hj 
Ul  J,,." 
"  II  it  nw  pretty  certain  ibat  tbo  President  will  doI  Mrre  bejrond  hU  preirnt 
^timJ'—iltdistf  to  Mtartt,  16  Febrvsry,  iTg6. 
") 
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[iNCLOSURB.]  ' 

Friends  and  Fbi.i.ow.Citixsns  : 

The  quotation  in  this  Address  was  composed,  and  intended  to 
have  been  published,  in  (he  year  1 791,  in  lime  to  have  announced 
to  the  Electors  of  the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United 
Slates,  the  determination  of  lAe /ormtr,  previous  to  the  taid  Htetiom 
to  that  offitt  eauld  havt  beta  made  ;  but  the  xolicttude  of  my  con- 
fidential friends  •  •  *•  added  to  the  peculiar  situation  of 
our  foreign  affairs  at  that  epoch,  induced  me  to  suspend  the 
piomulgatioQ.  lest,  among  other  reasons,  mjr  retireroeni  might 
be  ascribed  to  political  cowardice.  In  place  thereof,  I  resolved, 
if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  ray  fellow-citixens  to  honor  me 
again  with  their  sulTrages,  to  devote  such  service*  a*  I  could 
render,  a  year  or  two  longer,  tninting  that  wiihin  that  period  all 
impediments  to  an  honorable  retreat  would  be  removed. 

In  this  hope,  as  fondly  entertained  as  it  was  conceived,  I 
entered  u)>on  the  cxccuiioD  of  the  duties  of  my  second  admin- 
istration. But  if  the  causes  which  produced  this  postponement 
had  any  weight  in  them  at  that  period,  it  will  readily  be  acknowl- 
edged that  there  has  been  no  diminution  in  them  since,  until  very 
lately,  and  it  will  serve  to  accouot  for  the  delay  which  has  taken 
place  in  communicating  the  sentiments  which  were  then  com- 
milted  to  writing,  and  are  now  found  in  the  following  worda  . — 


UADisoN,  1791. 

The  period  which  will  close 
the  appointment  with  which  my 
(cllow-ciiiiens  have  honored 
me  being  not  very  distant,  and 
the    time   actu&lly    arrived  at 


HAMILTON  S  ABSTKACT  Of 
POINTS,  1796. 

I.  The  period  of  a  new  elec- 
tion approaching,  it  is  his  duty 
to  announce  fais  intention  to 
decline. 


*  !■  prlaiiof  iba  mdOMte  I  hat«  adided  Hanuttoa't  "  AbMnci  ol  Faints  ' 
lu  tiMw  llir  iMMllficMliM*  he  ■iKfgted,  allhough  it  )>  daabtfnl  U  Ihii  Abttnet 
waacvu  ihown  lolW  Pr«tid«itl.  On  lh«  tnaouKripl  U  noted  "Copy  ol  llw 
■riglBal  driufht,  con  tide  nUy  ktn«nilcd  "  ;  a  Bot«  Ihil  Mr.  Bisn«7  very  nuon- 
riily  Mppnct  to  mcao  ikat  ■  macb  ftllcred  and  expanded  paper  wai  haaed 
«p«ii  ikli  ■IxUKt,  aiMl  Mtdi »  p*p«t  WM  atai  la  Washlnglon  oo  July  3Mb. 

'  A  law  taMcncM^  ocmtaiaiag  •  retoeocc  to  MadiKm,  kare  baao  (rased. 
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*!uch  (heir  thoughts  must  be 
designating  the  citizeQ  who  is 
to  idminister  llie  Executive 
Goreratncni  of  the  U.  S.  <Iur- 

^iogtbc  cnsuiDg  term,  it  msy  be 
ite    to    a  more    distinct 

'^Offession  of  the  public  voice 
thil  I  should  apprize  such  of 
aj  felk>ir<ciiizent  ai  may  re- 
tiin  their  partiality  lou-arcU  me, 
thii  I  am  not  lo  be  numbered 
inoog  those  of  whom  a  choice 
b  to  be  made. 

1  beg  them  to  be  assured  that 
tbe  resolution  which  dictates 
lbs  intimation  has  not  been 
ttlca  without  the  strictest  rc- 
(vd  to  the  relation  which,  as  a 
dalifBl  citizen.  I  bear  to  my 
country ;  and  that  in  with* 
drawing  that  lender  of  my  ser- 
»icc  which  silence  in  my  situa- 
tioa  might  imply,  I  am  not 
Muenced  by  the  smallest  defi> 
cicncy  of  xcal  for  its  future 
iatemts,  or  of  grnleful  respect 
for  its  past  kindness,  but  by 
iJiefuUwl  persuasion  that  such 
'itqi  is  compatible  with  both. 
The  impressions  under  which 
Itntcred  on  the  present  ardu- 
Wh  trust  were  explained  on  the 
fopcr  occasion.  In  discharge 
Af  this  tnist,  I  can  only  say 
•l*!  Iha»e  contributed  towards 
Ifir  organization  and  adminis- 
■ntion  of  the  Government  the 

[ku  excrtioos  of  which  a  very 


II.  He  had  hoped  tbat  long 
ere  this  it  would  have  been  in 
his  power,  and  [>articulaTly  had 
nearly  come  to  a  final  resolu- 
tion in  the  year  1793  to  do  it, 
but  the  peculiar  situation  of 
affairs,  and  the  advice  of  confi- 
dential friends,  dissuaded. 

III.  In  acquiescing  in  a  fur- 
ther election  he  siill  hoped  a 
year  or  two  longer  would  have 
enabled  him  to  withdraw,  but  a 
continuance  of  causes  has  de- 
layed till  now,  when  the  posi- 
tion of  our  country,  abroad  and 
at  home,  justify  him  in  pursu- 
ing his  inclination. 

IV.  In  doing  it  he  has  not 
been  unmindful  of  his  relation 
as  a  dutiful  citizen  to  his  coun- 
try, nor  is  now  influenced  by 
the  smallest  diminution  of  xeol 
for  its  interest  or  gratitude  for 
its  past  kindness,  but  by  a  be- 
lief that  the  step  is  compatible 
with  both. 


V.  The  impressions  under 
which  be  first  accepted  were 
explained  on  the  proper  occa- 
sion. 

VI.  In  the  execution  of  it, 
he  has  contributed  the  best 
exertions  of  a  very  fallible  judg- 
ment— anticipated  his  insuffi* 
ciency — experienced    his    dis- 


i9<S 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


tiJ96 


fallible  jud^ent  was  capable. 
For  any  errors  which  may  have 
floircd  from  this  sootce,  I  (eel 
all  the  regret  which  an  anxiety 
for  ifae  public  good  can  cxciie ; 
not  without  the  double  consoU- 
tioD,  however,  arising  Irom  a 
consciousness  of  their  bcingin- 
voluntary,  and  an  experience 
of  the  cajidor  which  will  inter- 
pret thero.  If  there  were  any 
circumstances  which  could  give 
value  to  my  inferior  qualificii- 
tions  for  the  trust,  these  cir- 
cumstances must  have  been 
temporary.  In  this  light  was 
the  undertaking  viewed  when  I 
ventured  upon  i(.  Being,  more- 
over, still  further  advanced  into 
the  decline  of  life,  I  am  every 
day  more  sensible  that  the  in- 
creasing weight  of  years  ren- 
ders the  private  walks  of  it  in 
the  shade  of  retirement  as 
neccssarj' as  Ihcy  will  be  accept- 
able to  me.  May  1  be  allowed 
to  add  that  it  will  be  among  the 
highest,  as  well  as  the  purest 
enjoyments  that  can  sweeten 
the  remnant  of  my  days,  to  par- 
take in  a  private  station,  in  the 
midst  of  my  fellow-citizens,  of 
that  benign  influence  of  good 
laws  under  a  free  Government 
which  has  been  the  ultimate  ob- 
ject of  all  our  wishes,  and  in 
which  1  conhdc  as  the  happy 
reward  of  our  cares  and  labors ! 


qualifications  for  the  difficult 
trust,  and  every  day  a  stronger 
sentiment  from  that  cause  to 
yield  ihe  place — advance  into 
the  decline  of  life — every  day 
more  sensible  of  veigbt  of 
years,  of  the  necessity  of  repos^ 
of  the  duty  to  seek  retireiaeo| 
etc.    Add, 


VII.  It  will  be  among  tb 
purest  enjoyments  which  can 
sweeten  the  remnant  of  his 
days,  to  partake  in  a  piivaie 
station,  in  the  midst  of  bis  fel- 
low-cilizens,  the  laws  of  a  free 
government,  the  ultimate  ob-. 
ject  of  his  cares  and  wishes. 
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M^r  I  be  allowed  further  lo  add, 

a  1  consideration  far  more  im* 

pKluf,  Ihal  an  early  example 

cf  roiaiton  in  an  office  of  so 

.  hi^and  dcHcalc  a  nature  may 

egaiUf  accord  with  the  reptib- 

lioi  spirit  of  our  Constitution, 

and  the  ideas  ol  libert]'   and 

ufetf  entertained  \>f  the  people. 

[Here  followed  a  paragraph 

ol   Madison   that   Washington 

omitted.]  "  '~~ 

In  contemplating  the  moment 
al  which  the  curtain  is  to  drop 
forever  on  the  public  scenes  of 
<nj  life,  mjr  sensations  antici- 
pate, and  do  not  permit  me  lo 
suspend,  the  deep  acknowlcdg- 
tDcnts  required  by  that  debt  of 
gntiiudc  which  I   owe  to  my 
beloved  country  for  the  many 
lUMon  it  has  conferred  on  me, 
for    the    dislinguished   confi* 
deace  it  has  reposed  in  me,  and 
for  the    opportunities   i   have 
thui  enjoyed  of  testifying  my 
inviolable    anachrocnt  by   the 
"ooM  stedfast    services    which 
ny  faculties  could  render.     Atl 
thetrturas  I  have  now  to  make 
*iUbe  in  those  rows  which  1 
ihall  carry  with  me  to  my  rc- 
"JKincnt  and  to  my  grave,  that 
Hcarcn  may  continue  to  favor 
1^  people  of  the  United  Stales 
•i*  the  choicest  tokens  of  its 
^eficencc  ;    that  their  union 
**d  brotherly  affeaion  may  be 


Vllt.  As  to  roUtioQ. 


IX.  In  contemplating  the 
moment  of  retreat,  cannot  for- 
bear to  express  his  deep  ac- 
knowledgments and  debt  of 
gratitude  for  the  many  honors 
conferred  on  him — the  steady 
conRdence,  which,  even  amidst 
discouraging  scenes  and  effort) 
to  poison  its  source,  has  adhered 
lo  support  bim,  and  enabled 
him  to  be  useful — marking,  U 
well  placed,  the  virtue  and  wis- 
dom of  his  countrymen.  All  the 
return  he  can  now  make  must 
be  in  the  vows  he  will  carry  with 
him  to  his  retirement :  i  si,  for 
a  continuance  of  the  Divine 
beneficence  to  his  country ; 
»d,  for  the  perpetuity  of  their 
union  and  brotherly  affection 
— for  a  good  adminisliation 
in.Hured  by  a  happy  union  of 
watchfulness  and  confidence  ; 
3d,  that  happiness  of  people 
under  auspices  of  iibcny  may 
be  complete ;   4lh,  that  by  a 
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perpetual ;  ib«t  the  free  Con- 

prudent   use   of    the    Mesnng 

sdtuiion,  which  is  ibe  work  of 

they  may   recommend  to  the 

their  own   bsods,  may  be  sa- 

affection, the  praise,  and  the 

credly  maintained  :  that  itsad- 

adoption  of  every  nation  yet  1 

niinisiralion    in  every   Depart- 

stranger to  it. 

ment  may  be  stamped  with  wis- 

^1 

dom  and  with  virtue,  and  that 

^^H 

tbix  cbiiractcr  may  be  ensured 

^^^1 

to  it  by  that  watchfulness  over 

^^H 

public    servants    and     public 

^^^1 

measures    which,   on    the    one 

^^^1 

hand,    will     be    Rccessary    to 

^^H 

prevent  or  correct  a  degener- 

^^^1 

acy,  and   that  forbearance,  on 

^^^1 

the  other,  from    unfounded  or 

^^H 

^^^^^           indiscriminate  jealousies,  which 

^^H 

^^^^^fe         would  deprive  the  public  of  the 

^^H 

^^^^^H          best    services    by   depriving  a 

^^H 

^^^^^H          conscious    intcgnty  of   one  of 

V 

^^^^^^         the  noblest  incitements  to  per- 

^^^^^H          form  them ;    that,  in  fine,   the 

^^^^^1         happiness    of    the    people    of 

^^^^^B         America  under  (he  auspices  of 

^^^^^1         liberty  may  be  made  complete. 

^^^^^P         by  so  careful  a  preservation  and 

^                10  prudent  a  use  of  this  blc»- 

^^H               ing  as  will   acquire  them  the 

^^H               glorious  satisfaction  of  rccom- 

^^^B                 mending  it  to  the  affection,  the 

^^H               praise,   and    the    adoption,  of 

^^^^               every  nation   which  is    yet    a 

^^^                Stranger  to  it. 

^^^                    [Here  all  similarity  between  the  two  papers  ceases,  and  I  gire 

^^H               the  suggestions  of  each  writer  : — ] 

^^H 

^^H                   "And  may  we  not  dwell  with  well-grounded  hopes  on  this 

^^^B               flattering  prospect,  when  we  reflect  on  the  many  ties  by  which 

r 
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the  people  of  America  are  bound  together,  and  the  man^  proofs 
the]'  have  given  of  an  enlightened  judgment  and  a  roagnaninious 
fttriottsaif 

'We  may  all  be  considered  as  (he  children  of  one  common 
cotnti)-.  We  have  all  been  embarked  in  one  common  cause. 
Vt  have  all  had  our  share  in  common  sufferings  ^nd  common 
ucctucs.  The  portion  of  the  earth,  allotted  for  the  theatre  of 
001  fortunes,  fulfils  our  moat  sanguine  desires.  All  its  essential 
iitertsis  are  ihe  same ;  while  the  diversities  anting  from  climate^ 
fionsoil,  and  from  other  local  and  lesoer  peculiarities,  will  natu- 
nll]'  (onn  a  mutual  relation  of  the  partK,  that  may  give  to  the 
■hole  a  more  entire  independence,  than  bu  perhaps  fallen  to  the 
bl  of  any  other  nation. 

"To  confirm  these  motives  to  an  affectionate  and  permanent 
nion,  and  to  se«:ure  Ihc  great  objects  of  it,  we  have  established 
'cooimon  government,  which,  being  free  in  its  principles,  being 
founded  in  our  own  choice,  being  intended  as  the  guardian  of 
Our  common  rights,  and  (he  patron  of  our  common  interests,  and 
*«ely  containing  irilhin  itself  a  provision  for  its  own  amendment 
**  experience  may  point  out  its  errors,  seems  to  promise  every 
thing  that  can  be  expected  from  such  an  institution  ;  and,  if  sup- 
ported by  wise  counsels,  by  virtuous  conduct,  and  by  mutual  and 
tricndly  allowances,  must  approach  as  near  to  perfection  as  any 
^noan  work  can  aspire,  and  nearer  than  any  which  the  annals  of 
DUBkind  have  recorded. 

"  With  these  wishes  and  hopes  I  shall  make  my  exit  from  civil 
Kfe ;  and  I  have  taken  the  same  liberty  of  expressing  them,  which 
I  formerly  used  in  offering  the  sentiments  which  were  suggested 
ijny  exit  from  military  life. 

"  If,  in  either  instance,  1  have  presumed  more  than  I  ought, 

rathe  indulgence  of  my  fellow-citizens,  they  will  be  too  gener- 

oos  to  ascribe  it  to  any  other  cause,  than  Ihc  extreme  solicitude 

which  I  am  bound  to  feci,  and  which  I  can  never  cease  to  feel, 

/or  their  liberty,  their  prosperity,  and  their  happiness." 

HAMILTON. 


X.   Perhaps  here  he  ought  to  end.     But  an  unconquerable 
solicitude  for  the  happiness  of  bis  country  will  not  permit  him  to 


aoo 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


li79« 


« 


l«ave  the  scene  without  availing  himself  of  whatever  con6dcntt 
may  rcmsio  in  him,  to  strcngthcD  some  sentiments  which  he 
believes  to  be  e:»ential  to  their  happiness,  and  to  rccommenii 
some  rule*  of  conduct,  the  importance  of  whicb  his  own 
cxpericDce  has  more  than  ever  impreucd  upon  him. 

XI.  To  consider  the  union  as  the   rock  of  their  salvation, 
pTcscDting  summarily  these  ideas  : 

SftfctT.  pc«c«,         '■  "^^^  strength  and  greater  security  from  ei- 
Miii  liberty  and   lental  danger. 

commerce.  ^    Internal  peace,  and  avoiding  the  necessity 

establishments  dangerous  to  liberty. 

3,  Avoids  the  effects  of  foreign  intrigue. 

4.  Breaks   the    force  of    faction    by   rendering 
combinations  more  dillicull. 

KilDess  of  the  parts  for  each  other  by  their  very  discrimina- 
tions: 

1.  The  North,  by  its  capacity  for  maritime  strength  and  manu- 
facture. 

2.  The  agricultural  South  furnishing  materials  and  requiring 
those  protections. 

The  Atlantic  board  to  the  western  country  by  the  strong 
interest  of  peace,  and 

The  Wesicm,  by  the  necessity  of  Atlantic  maritime  protection. 

Cannot  be  secure  of  their  great  outlet  otherwise — cannot  tnut 
a  foreign  connection. 

Solid  interests  invite  to  union.  Speculation  of  difficulty  of 
government  ought  not  to  be  indulged,  nor  momentary  jealousies 
—lead  to  impatience. 

Faction  and  individual  ambition  are  the  only  advisers  of 
disunion. 

Let  confidence  be  cherished.  Let  the  recent  experience  of  the 
West  be  a  lesson  agiitnst  impatience  and  distrust. 

XII.  Cherish  the  actual  government.  It  is  the  government  of 
our  own  choice,  free  in  its  principle^  the  guardian  of  our  com- 
mon rights,  the  patron  of  our  common  interests,  and  contaioing 
within  itself  a  provision  for  its  own  amendment. 

But  let  that  provision  be  cautiously  used— not  abused  ;  chan- 
ging only  in  any  material  points  aa  experience  shall  direct ;  nei 


V  bdulging  KpecuUttont  of  loo  much  or  loo  little  force  in  the 
W  ir^tcm  ;  and  remembering  always  the  extent  of  our  couotry. 
[         Time  and  habit  of  great  consequence  to  every  govemment,  of 
whatever  stnicture. 

Discouiace  the  spirit  of  faction,  the  banc  of  free  goveroineiit ; 
and  particularly  avoid  founding  it  on  geogiaphical  discrim- 
inations. Discountenance  slander  of  public  men.  Let  the 
dcpanmcnts  of  government  avoid  inicrfcring  and  mutual 
eocroachmcDt. 

IXIIL  Morals,  religion,  industry,  commerce,  economy. 
Cherish  public  credit — source  of  slrengtlt  and  security. 
Adherence  to  systematic  views. 
XIV.  Cherish  good  faith,  justice,  and  peace,  with  other  nations : 
t.  Because  religion  and  morality  dictate  it. 
».  Bceausc  policy  dictates  it. 

If  these  could  exist,  a  nation  invariably  honest  and  faithful, 
the  benefits  would  be  immense. 

But  avoid  national  anitjiaihics  or  national  attachments. 
Di^ay  the  exHli ;  fertile  source  of  wars — instrument  of  amM' 
dami  rulers. 

XV.  Republics  peculiarly  exposed  to  foreign  intrigue,  tbo$« 
sentiments  lay  them  open  to  it. 

feXVl.  The  great  rule  of  our  foreign  policies  ought  to  be  to 
TC  as  little  political  coonection  as  possible  with  foreign 
tions. 
CuItivariBg  commerce  «ith  all  by  E...Wi.hiT,gum|«,r,rr«.d 
^.-ntle  and  natural  means,  diffusing  convcnieni  rula  that  com- 
«d  diversifying  it.  bu,  /.rang  na,k.  ^:tl^^^::^^tZi:^t. 
^iff^tnd  cherish  the  sentiment  of  ibcir  commtToi: :  how  lo  lup. 
imitptiiAnee.  taking  pride  in  the  ap-  P''«"'em.not«cking/,«^*. 
pellation  of  American. 

XVII.  Our  separation  from  Europe  renders  standing  alliances 
inexpedient — subjecting  our  peace  and  interest  to  the  primary 
and  complicated  relations  of  European  interests. 

Keeping  constantly  in  view  to  place  ourselves  upon  a  re- 
ipectable  defemive,  and  if  forced  into  controversy,  trusting  to 
connections  of  the  occasion. 

XVIII.  Our  attitude  imposing  and  rendering  this  policy  safe 


BcntH 


But  this  must  be  iviih  the  exception  of  extstiog  engagerac 
to  be  ptc»<;r»-C(I  but  not  extended, 

XIX.  It  is  not  expected  that  these  admonitions  can  control 
the  course  of  the  human  passions,  but  if  ihcy  only  moderate 
them  in  some  instances,  aad  now  and  then  excite  the  rcAectiooi 
of  vinuous  men  heated  by  party  s^Hril,  my  endeavor  is  rewarded. 

XX.  How  far,  in  the  administration  of  my  present  office  my 
conduct  has  conformed  to  these  principles,  the  public  records 
must  witness.     My  conscience  assures  me  that  I  believed  myseU    ' 
to  be  guided  by  them. 

XXI.  Particularly  in  relation  to  (he  present  war,  the  procla- 
mation of  the  zsd  of  April,  1793,  is  the  key  to  my  plan. 
Touch  •rniimcnis  with  Approved  by  your  voice  and  that  of  yoor 
r*g.id  to  conduct  of  beJ.    representatives  in  Congress,  the  spirit  of 

llgMent  powciv     A  WUh     ,'  ,  -         ,,  -  .     . 

ttut  Fwnce  tiuy  esiab-  that  measure  has  contmually  guided  me, 
litb  Bood  t^T«rnmenL  uninfluenced  by,  and  regardless  of,  the 
complaints  and  attempts  of  any  of  the  powers  at  war  or  their 
parti.ians  to  change  them. 

I  thought  our  country  had  a  right  under  all  the  circumsuncei 
Time  every  I  hi  ng.  to  take  this  ground,  and  1  was  resolved  as  far  at 
depended  on  me  to  maintain  it  firmly. 

XXII.  However,  in  reviewing  the  course  of  my  administration, 
I  may  be  unconscious  of  intentional  errors,  I  am  too  scosiblc  of 
my  own  deliciencies  not  to  believe  that  I  may  have  fallen  into 
many.  1  deprecate  the  evils  to  which  they  may  tend,  and  pray 
Heaven  to  avert  or  mitigate  and  abridge  them.  I  carry  with  me, 
Bcvcrthcless,  the  hope  that  my  motives  will  continue  to  be 
viewed  with  Indulgence,  that  after  forty-five  years  of  my  life  de- 
voted to  public  service,  with  a  good  tea]  and  tiprighl  views,  the 
faults  of  dchcicni  abilities  will  be  consigned  to  oblivion,  aa^. 
myself  must  soon  be  to  the  mansions  of  resL  ^M 

XXIII.  Neither  interest  nor  ambition  has  been  my  impelling 
motive.  I  never  abused  the  power  confided  to  me — I  have  not 
bettered  my  fortune,  retiring  with  it,  no  otherwise  improved  than 
by  the  influence  on  property  of  the  common  blessings  of  my 
country  : — I  retire  with  undefiled  hands  and  an  uncorrupted  heart, 
and  with  ardent  vows  for  the  welfare  of  that  country,  which  has  been 
the  native  soil  of  myself  and  my  ancestors  \ot /our gfturations. 


>;0] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


20i 


k 


HIWTS,  OR  HEAIK  OF  TOPICS^ 

"Had  the  siiuaiion  of  our  public  affairs  continued  to  wear  the 
ane  aipect  ihey  as^cumed  at  the  time  the  foregoing  address  was 
inn,  I  should  not  have  taken  the  liberty  of  troubling  you,  my 
(ellov-citticns,  with  any  ncvr  sentiment,  or  with  a  repetition  more 
io  detail  of  ihosc,  which  are  therein  contained  ;  but  considerable 
changes  having  taken  place,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  I  shall 
uk  your  indulgence  while  f  express,  with  more  lively  sensibility, 
tie  following  mo^tt  ardent  wishes  of  my  heart. 

"  That  party  disputes  among  all  the  friends  and  lovers  of  their 
coaatiy  may  subside,  or,  as  the  wisdom  of  Providence  has  ordained 
Aat  men  on  the  same  subjects  shall  not  always  think  alike,  that 
dwity  and  benevolence,  when  they  happen  to  differ,  may  so  far 
shed  their  benign  influence,  as  to  banish  those  invectives,  which 
pnxccd  from  illiberal  prejudices  and  jealousy. 

"  That,  as  the  All-wise  Dispenser  of  human  blessings  has  favored 
MnaiioQ  of  the  earth  with  more  abundant  and  substantial  fDcaos 
<flk^)pine$:i  than  United  America,  we  may  not  be  so  ungrateful 
to  our  Creator,  so  wanting  to  ourselves,  and  so  regardless  of  pos- 
kritjr,  as  to  dash  the  cup  of  beneficence,  which  is  thus  bountifully 
oSertd  to  our  acceptance. 

"  That  we  may  fulfd  with  the  greatest  exactitude  a//  our  en- 
lifanenis,  foreign  and  domestic,  to  the  almost  of  out  ahilitiesi 
vhensoever  and  in  whatsoever  manner  they  are  pledged  ;  for  in 
jmblic,  as  in  private  life,  I  am  persuaded  that  honesty  will  for 
mr  he  found  to  be  the  best  policy. 

*  That  we  may  avoid  connecting  ourselves  with  the  politics  of 
toy  nation,  farther  than  shall  be  found  necessary  to  regulate  our 
O^n  trade,  in  order  that  commerce  may  be  placed  upon  a  stable 
footing,  our  merchants  know  their  rights,  and  the  government  the 
ground  on  which  those  rights  arc  to  be  supported. 

"  That  every  ciiiien  would  take  pride  in  the  name  of  an 
American,  and  act  as  if  he  felt  the  importance  of  the  character, 
by  considering,  that  we  ourselves  arc  now  n  distinct  nation,  the 
dignity  of  which  will  be  absorbed,  if  not  annihilated,  if  wc  enlist 
ouraelves,  farther  than  our  obligations  may  require,  under  the 
banners  of   any  other  nation  whatsoever.     And,  moreover,  that 
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wc  should  guard  against  the  intrigues  of  any^  and  cvcr^'  foicip 
DalioD,  who  shall  endeavor  to  intermingle,  however  covcnljrind 
indirectly,  in  the  internal  concerns  of  out  country,  or  who  ihtU 
attempt  to  jiretcribe  rules  for  our  |)oli<:y  with  any  olber  pom; 
if  there  be  no  infraction  of  our  engagements  with  thenuelwi 
as  one  of  the  grcjlcst  crilt  that  can  befall  us  as  a  people  ;  (oi, 
whatever  maybe  their  professions, be  assured, fcUow-citiicQ$,ind 
the  event  will,  as  it  always  has,  invariably  ptovc,  that  nations  u 
well  as  individuals  act  for  their  own  benefit,  and  not  for  tfae 
benefit  of  others,  unlcwc  both  interests  happen  to  be  antmilaled^ 
and  when  that  is  the  case  (here  rctiuires  no  contract  to  bind  them 
together;  that  all  their  interferences  arc  calculated  to  promote 
the  former ;  and,  in  proportion  as  ihey  succeed,  will  rcndei  m 
less  independent.  In  a  word,  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  thi^ 
if  we  receive  favorti  we  mujtt  grant  favors ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
decide  beforehand  under  such  circumstances  as  we  arc,  on»liicb 
side  the  balance  will  ultimately  preponderate ;  but  easy  indeed  li 
it  to  foresee,  that  it  may  involve  us  in  disputes,  and  finally  in  «iii 
to  fulfil  political  alliances.  Whereas,  if  there  be  no  engagentcnli 
CD  our  part,  we  shall  be  unembarrassed,  and  at  liberty  at  all  limtf 
to  act  from  circumstances,  and  the  dictates  of  justice,  sound 
policy,  and  our  essential  interests. 

"  That  wc  may  be  always  prepared  for  war,  but  never  uoshetih 
the  sword  except  in  self -defence,  so  tongas  justice,  and  our  essa- 
tial  rights  and  national  respectability,  can  be  preserved  without 
it ;  for  without  the  gift  of  prophecy  it  may  safely  be  pronounced, 
that,  if  this  counrry  con  remain  in  peace  twenty  years  longer  (and 
I  devoutly  pray,  that  it  may  do  so  to  the  end  of  time),  such,  inall 
probability,  will  be  its  population,  riches,  and  resources,  when 
combined  with  its  peculiarly  happy  and  remote  situation  from  the 
other  quarters  of  the  globe,  as  to  bid  defiance,  in  a  just  cause,  to 
any  earthly  power  whatsoever. 

"  That,  whensoever  and  so  long  as  we  profess  to  be  neutral,  our 
public  conduct,  whatever  our  private  affections  may  be,  may 
accord  therewith  ;  without  suffering  partialities  on  one  hand,  or 
prejudices  on  the  other,  to  control  our  actions.  A  contrary  prac- 
tice is  not  only  incompatible  wilh  our  declarations,  but  is  preg- 
nant  with  mischief,  embarrassing  to  the  administration,  lending 
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to  diridc  Qs  into  parties,  and  ultimatety  productive  of  all  those 
nib  and  horrors  which  proceed  from  facrion. 
k  "Thai  our  Union  may  be  as  lasting  aa  lime  ;  for.  while  we  arc 
HcDcircled  in  one  iNtnd,  we  ohall  povKU  the  xtrength  of  a  giant, 
and  there  will  t>e  none  who  can  mnkc  us  afraid.  Divide,  and  we 
^Kibill  become  weak,  a  prey  to  foreign  intrigues  and  internal  dis* 
Hvord,  and  shall  be  as  miserable  and  coatempiible,  as  we  are  now 
Vuviablc  and  happy. 

^  "  That  the  several  departments  of  government  may  be  preserved 
ia  their  utmost  constitutional  purity,  without  any  attempt  of  one 
to  encroach  on  the  rights  or  privileges  of  another  ;  that  the  gen- 
enl  and  State  governments  may  move  in  their  proper  orbits  ; 
»d  that  the  aathorirics  of  our  own  constitution  may  be  respected 
br  ourselves,  as  the  most  certain  means  of  having  them  respected 
\ij  foreigners. 

'  In  expressing  these  sentimenix  it  will  readily  be  perceived, 
\  Hot  I  can  have  no  other  view  now,  whatever  malevolence  might 
tne  ascribed  to  it  before,  than  such  as  results  from  a  perfect 
(oarictionof  the  utility  of  the  measure.  If  public  servants,  in 
tte  exercise  of  their  official  duties,  are  found  incompetent,  or 
fvmiing  wrong  courses,  discontinue  ihem.  If  they  are  guilty  of 
I  Bl^p^actices  in  ofRce,  let  them  be  more  cxcmplaiily  punished. 
Lla  both  cases,  the  constitution  and  laws  have  made  provision ; 
IbMdoDOt  withdraw  your  confidence  from  them,  the  best  incen- 
I  lire  to  a  faithful  dischai^  of  their  duty,  witliout  just  cause;  nor 
lufeT,  because  measures  of  a  complicated  nature,  which  time, 
ortunity,  and  close  investigation  alone  can  penetrate,  for 
reasons  arc  not  easily  comprehended  by  those,  who  do  not 
\  tbc  means,  that  it  necessarily  follows  ihey  must  be  wrong. 
This  would  not  only  be  doing  injustice  to  your  trustees,  but  be 
counteracting  your  own  essential  interests,  rendcrintt  those  trus- 
lees,  if  not  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  little  better  at 
lean  than  ciphers  in  tlte  udminislrution  of  the  government,  and 
tbe  coDStiration  of  your  own  choosing  would  reproach  you  for 
nch  conduct." 

CONCLUSION. 

As  this  Address,  fellow-citizens,  will  be  the  last  I  shall  ever 
make  you,  and  as  some  of  the  gaxettes  of  the  United  States  have 
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teemed  with  all  the  invective  that  disappointment,  ignorance  ol 
facts,  and  nuliciouB  falsehoods  could  invent,  to  miarcpicicnt  lOf 
politics  and  affections  ;  to  wound  my  reputation  and  fedinp; 
and  to  weaken  if  not  eniireljr  destroy  the  conridence  you  hid 
been  plcaxed  to  repose  in  me  ;  it  might  be  cxjicctcd  at  the  pii> 
ing  scene  of  my  public  life,  that  I  should  take  some  notice  o( 
•iich  virulent  abuse.  But,  as  heretofore,  I  shall  pass  them  over 
in  utter  silcoce  ;  never  having  myself,  nor  by  any  other  with  my 
participation  or  knowledge,  written,  or  published  a  scrap  in 
answer  to  any  of  them.  My  politics  have  been  unconcealed 
plain  and  direct.  They  will  be  found  (so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  belligerent  powcr»)  in  the  proclamation  of  the  isd.  of  April, 
I79J  ;  which,  having  met  your  approbation,  and  thcconlimutioii 
of  Congress,  1  have  uniformly  and  steadily  adhered  to,  uninflu- 
enced by  and  icgardlcBs  of  the  complaints  and  attempts  of  d^ 
of  those  powers  or  their  partisans  to  change  them. 

The  acts  of  my  administration  are  on  record.     By  these,  which 
viU  not  change  with  circumstances  nor  admit  of  different  iniu- 
pretstions  I  L-xpect  to  be  judged.     If  they  will  not  acijuii  uie,iB 
your  estimation,  it  will  he  a  source  of  regret ;  but  I  shall  hope 
notwithstanding,  as  I  did  not  seek  the  office  with  which  you  havt 
honored  me,  that  charily  may  throw  her  mantle  over  my  want  of 
abilities  to  do  better — that  the  gray  hairs  of  a  man  who  hu, 
excepting  the  interval  between  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  the  organization  of  the  new  government — either  in  » 
civil,  or  military  character,  spent  five  and  forty  years — ali  Ik 
prime  oj  his  U/e — in  serving  his  country,  be  suffered  to  pan 
quietly  to  the  grave — and  that  his  errors,  however  numerous,  if 
they  arc  not  criminal,  may  be  consigned  to  the  tomb  of  oblivion, 
BS  he  himself  soon  will  be  to  the  mansions  of  retirement. 

To  err  is  the  lot  of  humanity,  and  never  for  a  moment,  have  1 
ever  had  the  presumption  to  suppose  that  I  had  not  a  full  propoi- 
portion  of  it.  Intallibitity  nut  being  the  attribute  of  man,  we 
ought  to  be  cautious  in  censuring  the  opinions  and  conduct  o(  | 
one  another.  To  avoid  intentional  error  in  my  public  conduct 
has  been  my  constant  endeavor  ;  and  1  set  malice  at  defiance  to 
charge  me  justly,  with  the  commission  of  a  wilful  one  ;  or,  with 
the  neglect  of  any  public  duty,  which  in  my  opinion  ought  to 
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■  hm  been  performed,  since  I  hive  been  in  the  administration  of 

H  the  government, — an  administration  which  I  do  not  hesitate  to 

B  ffoaounce — the  infancy  »f  the  gnvernment,  and  all  other  circum- 

V  itucts  considered— that  hns  been  as  difhculi,  dt-licaic,  and  trying 

M  DUjr  occur  again  in  any  future  period  of  our  history  ;  through 

the  whole  of  which  I  have  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  and  with 

the  best  infonnation  and  advice  I  could  obtain,  consulted  the 

Ine  and  permanent  interest  of  my  country  without  regard  to 

tocal  considerations — to  individuals — to  parties — or  to  nations. 

To  conclude,  and  I  feel  proud  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  do 
to  w^tth  truth,  that  it  was  not  from  ambitious  views  ;  it  was  not 
(ram  ignorance  of  the  hazard  to  which  I  knew  I  was  exposing  my 
reputation  ;  it  was  not  from  an  expectation  of  pecuniary  com- 
pentation,  that  I  have  yielded  to  the  caUs  of  my  country  ;  and 
ikU,  if  my  country  has  derived  no  benefit  from  my  services,  my 
ftnune,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  has  received  no  augmcnu- 
lieo  from  my  country.  But  in  deliverfng  this  last  sentiment,  let 
■the  unequivocally  understood  as  not  intending  to  expreu  any 
Content  on  my  part,  or  to  imply  any  reproach  on  my  country 
on  that  account.  [The  first  would  be  untrue— the  other  ungrate- 
lul.  And  no  occasion  more  fit  than  the  present  may  ever  occur 
ptrbaps  to  declare,  as  I  now  do  declare,  that  nothing  but  the 
principle  upon  which  I  set  out,  and  from  which  I  have  in  no 
iutaace  departed,  not  to  receive  more  from  the  public  than  my 
openses,  has  restrained  the  bounty  of  several  legislatures  at  the 
dote  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain  from  adding  considerably  to 
njr  pecuniary  resources.] '  I  retire  from  the  chair  of  govern* 
acnt  no  otherwise  benefitted  in  this  particular  than  what  you 
iiSTe  all  experienced  from  the  increased  value  of  property,  flow- 
ing from  the  peace  and  prosperity  with  which  our  country  has 
been  blessed  amidst  tumults  which  have  harraised  and  involved 
other  counirie*  in  all  the  horrors  of  war.  I  leave  you  with  un- 
dcfilcd  hands,  an  uncomipted  heart,  and  with  ardent  vows  to 
Heaven  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  that  country  in  which  I 
and  my  forefathers,  to  the  third  or  fourth  progenitor,  drew  our 
6m  bremth. 

'  In  (b«  mux'"  "^  *^^  V^'^tt'  Waiihinglon  notei) :  "  Thit  may  or  not  be 
Til*  braelMU  do  ooi  appur  iu  the  copy  of  Wanliingion'i  dtaughu 
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TO   THOMAS    PINCKNEY. 

fPRIVATE.] 

FHOAOELtHIA.  33  Maf,  1796. 

Dear  Sir  : 

To  my  letters  of  the  20th  of  February  and  5th  of 
March  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  the  disclosure  of 
my  sentiments  on  the  subjects  then  mentioned  to  you. 
Very  soon  afterwards  a  long  and  animated  discussion 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  respecting  the  treaty 
of    amity,   commerce,   and   navigation    with    Great.; 
Britain,  took  place,  and  continued  in  one  shape  or 
another  untill  the  last  of  April,  suspending  in  a  man- 
ner all  other  business,  and  agitating  the  public  mind 
in  a  higher  degree  than  it  has  been  at  any  periodfl 
since  the  revolution.     And  nothing,  I  believe,  but" 
the  torrent   of  petitions  and  remonstrances,  which 
were  pouring  in  from  all  the  eastern   and   middle 
States,  and  were  beginning  to  come  pretty  stronglfj 
from  that  of  Virginia,  requiring  the  necessary  pro- 
visions for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect,  would  have 
produced  a  division  (fifty-one  to  forty-eight)  in  favor 
of  the  appropriation. 

But  as  the  debates,  which  I  presume  will  be  sent 
to  you  from  the  department  of  State,  will  give  you  a 
view  of  this  business  more  in  detail  than  I  am  able 
to  do,  I  shall  refer  you  to  them.  The  enclosed 
speech,  however,  made  by  Mr.  Ames  at  the  close  of 
the  discussion,  I  send  to  you  ;  because,  in  the  opinion 
of  most,  who  heard  it  delivered  or  have  read  it  since, 
his  reasoning  is  unanswerable.' 


'  ThU  speech  it  printed  in  the  W»rti  »/  fUkrr  Amtt. 


179*1 


GEOXGE  WASHINGTON. 


309 


I 


The  doubtful  issue  of  the  dispute,  and  the  real 
difficulty  in  finding  a  character  to  supply  your  place 
at  the  court  of  London,  has  occasioned  a  longer  de- 
lay than  may  have  been  convenient  or  agreeable  to 
you.     But  as  Mr.  King  of  the  Senate,  who  it  seems 
had  resolved  to  quit  his  seat  at  that  board,  has  ac- 
cepted the  appointment,  and  will  embark  as  soon  as 
blatters  can  be  arranged,  you  will  soon  be  relieved. 
In  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  February-,  I  expressed 
in  pretty  strong  terms  my  sensibility  on  account  of 
the  situation  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.     This  is 
increased  by  the  visible  distress  of  his  son,  who  is 
now  with  mc,  and  grieving  for  the  unhappy  fate  of 
bis  parents.     This  circumstance,  giving  a  poignancy 
lo  my  own  feelings,  has  induced  me  to  go  a  step 
I    tmher  than  I  did  in  the  letter  above  mentioned,  as 
you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  address  (a  copy  of 
which  is  also  transmitted  for  your  information)  to 
iIk  Emperor  of  Germany,  to  be  forwarded  by  you 
in  such  a  manner,  and  under  such  auspices,  as  in  your 
judgment  shall  be  deemed  best ;  or  to  arrest  it,  if 
from  the  evidence  before  you,  derived  from  former 
attempts,  it  shall  appear  eUar  that  it  would  be  of  no 
avail  to  send  it. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  permit  me  to  request  the 
favor  of  you  to  embrace  some  favorable  occasion  to 
thank  Lord  Grenville  in  my  behalf,  for  his  politeness 
in  causing  3  special  permit  to  be  sent  to  Liverpool 
for  the  shipment  of  two  sacks  of  the  tield  peas,  and 
the  like  quantity-  of  winter  vetches,  which  I  had  re- 
quested our  consul  at  that  place  to  send  me  for  seed. 
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but  which  it  seems  could  not  be  done  without  an 
order  from  government ;  a  circumstance  which  did 
not  occur  to  me,  or  I  certainly  should  not  have  given 
it  the  trouble  of  issuing  one  for  such  a  trifle.  With 
verj*  great  esteem,  I  am.  &c. 


TO   CYRUS  GRIFFIN. 

PiirLADA.,  8  June,  itA 

Sir, 

I  am  sorry,  that,  without  being  accused,  you  shouldj 
think  it  necessary  to  go  into  a  lengthy  justification  j 
of  your  conduct  and  principles. 

What  the  entire  design  of  your  letter  of  the  Jsd 
ulto.  may  be,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  and,  pressed! 
as  I  have  been,  and  still  am,  on  all  sides,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  public  functions,  I  have  no  leisure  to 
enquire.     If  the  object  of  it  (among  other  things)  is 
to  intimate  that  you  have  been  overlooked  in  some 
recent  appointments.  I  can  only  say,  that  nominations 
are  made  from  the  view  I  am  able  to  take  of  the 
cases  which  come  before  me  ;  in  doing  which,  I  have 
often,  if  not  always,  where  the  appointments  are  not 
of  a  local  nature,  found  it  necessary  to  combine  a 
variety  of    considerations  none  of  which,  however, 
have  originated  from  a  desire  to  serve  a  friend  or 
relation  ;  or  a  wish  to  oblige  this  or  that  man — orset 
of  men ;   but  from  the   information    I    can  obtain 
(where  I  have  no  personal  knowledge)  of  the  fitness 
of  characters  to  offices. — 

That  I  may  have  erred,  and  in  many  instances 
made  injudicious  nominations,  is  highly  probable , — 
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wonderful  indeed  would  it  be,  if  the  case  was  other- 
wise; but  numerous,  and  chagreening  as  disappoint- 
ments may  have  been  to  individuals  (and  abundant 
they  are)  I  can  defy  malignancy  itself  to  ascribe  par- 
tiality, or  interested  motives  to  any  of  my  nomina- 
tions 'i — or  omissions,  to  prejudice  or  dislike.—!  have 
naught  therefore,  on  this  score,  to  reproach  myself 
with. — 

For  the  attachment  you  have  professed  for  my 
person  and  administration,  I  pray  you  to  accept  my 
best  thanks,  and  the  assurances  of  the  esteem  & 
regard  with  which  I  am,  &c. 


ft 


TO  TIMOTHY    PICKEkING,   SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

PiiiLABSUHiA,  g  JuBc,  i;g6. 

Sn. 

The  instructions  for  Mr.  King,  herewith  returned, 
ippcar  to  me  to  be  proper.  To  them,  however,  I 
think  might  be  added  a  desire,  that  he  should  attempt 
to  remove  any  doubts,  which  may  arise  in  the  con- 
ttniction  of  the  article  relative  to  our  trade  with  the 
East  Indies;  and  to  get  relieved,  if  it  be  practicable, 
from  the  restrictions  on  our  vessels  going  from  thence 
with  their  cargoes  to  China. 

I  shall  not  impede  the  forwarding  of  the  other  in- 
structions to  the  accomptant  for  the  British  spolta- 
tions,  as  they  arc  now  drawn.  At  the  same  time,  I 
cannot  forbear  observing,  that  1  think  ;^500  sterling 
would  have  been  ample  compensation  for  such  a 
character. 

I  St,  because  no  such  officer  was  conceived  neces- 
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sary  by  the  negotiators  of  the  Treaty,  nor  provided 
for  in  the  estimate  to  Congress. 

2ci,  because,  among  other  inducements  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Gore,  his  supposed  knowledge  oEj 
commerce  was  one,  (a  legal  and  commercial  charao] 
ter  being  deemed  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the 
commission.) — Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  seek  for 
the  latter  character  in  an  accomptant  of  newcreaim, 
uncontemplated  by  the  treaty  ?  And  this  questioit, 
more  than  probable,  will  be  accompanied  with  the 
charge  of  favoritism  to  the  wishes  of  the  peRon_ 
designated  and  his  friends. 

And  3d.  because  our  secretaries  of  legation  are  1 
allowed  half  what  is  proposed  to  be  given  as  c< 
pensation  to  this  accomptant.     I  am,  &c. 


TO  DAVID    HUMPHREYS. 

PHlIJU»LnilA,  13  Jni*,  1796. 


J 


Mv  DR.  Humphreys — 

I  could  not  suffer  Captain  O'Brien  to  return  witl 
out  carrying  along  with  him  this  evidence  of  my  con- 
tinued regard  and  friendship  for  you.  In  expressing 
of  which  I  shall  be  concise,  for  a  long  and  interesting 
session  closed  only  the  first  day  of  this  month — many 
laws  which  require  immediate  attention  and  execu- 
tion ;  added  to  a  preparation  for  a  journey  to  Mount 
Vernon  (tomorrow)  for  a  little  relaxation  from  the 
unpleasant  scenes  which  have  been  and  are  continu- 
ally presenting  themselves  to  my  view,  will  not,  how- 
ever well  disposed  I  might  otherwise  be,  permit  m^ 
to  be  profuse. 
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"  From  the  office  of  State  you  will  receive  every 
thing  that   relates  to  business ;    and  the  gazettes, 
which  I    presume    accompany    the   despatches,  will 
bring  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
politics  and  of  parties  in  this  country  ;  and  shew  you 
in  what  manner  I  am  attacked  for  a  steady  opposition 
ma  every  measure  which  has  a  tendency  to  disturb  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  it     But  these  attacks,  un- 
just and  unpleasant  as  they  are.  will  occasion   no 
change  in  my  conduct ;  nor  will  they  work  any  other 
Peffect  in  my  mind,  than  to  increase  the  anxious  desire 
which  has  long  possessed  my  breast  to  enjoy  in  the 
shades  of  retirement  the  consolation  of  having  ren- 
dered my  country  every  service   my  abilities  were 
competent  to,  uninfluenced  by  pecuniary  or  ambitious 
considerations  as  they  respected  myself,  and  without 
»ny  attempt  to  provide  for  my  friends  farther  than 
ibtir  merits,  abstractedly  entitle  them  to — nor  an  at- 
tempt in  any  instance  to  bring  a  relation  of  mine  into 
office.     Malignity  therefore  may  dart  her  shafts  ;  but 
no  earthly  power  can  deprive  me  of  the  consolation 
of  knowing  that  1  have  not  in  the  course  of  my  ad- 
ministration been  guilty  of  a  wilful  error,  however 
numerous  they  may  have  been   from  other  causes. 
When  you  shal!  think  with  the  poet  that  "  the  post 
of  honor  is  a  private  station,"   I   may  be  inclined  to 
enjoy  yourself  in  my  shades — (I  do  not  mean  the 

PsliMes  below  where,  if  you  put  it  off  long.  I  may  be) 
1  only  tell  you  that  you  will  meet  with  the  same 
iai  reception  at  Mount  Vernon  that  you  have 
always  experienced  at  that  place,  and  that  I  am,  &c 
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TO  TIMOTHY    PICKERING,    SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Hol»«T  VltJMK.  34  Jdm,  I^A- 


Sir, 

The  information  contained  in  a  letter,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  correct  copy,  (with  a  reservation  only 
of  names  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  writer,)  may 
ser\-e  as  a  comment  upon  the  conduct  of  the  owner 
of  the  privateer  Flying-Fish,  and  as  a  development 
also  of  the  intentions  of  the  French  government,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stales 
with  Great  Britain."  The  communications  in  the  last 
numbers  of  the  Aurora,  (that  I  have  seen,)  afford 
still  further  evidence  of  this  system,  and  are  cal- 
culated  most  evidently  to  prepare  the  public  mind 
for  this  event,  at  the  same  time  that  they  labor  to 
make  it  appear,  that  the  treaty  with  that  country  t^ 
the  cause  of  such  conduct  in  France.  V 

The  source  from  which  the  information  comes  can- 
not, as  to  its  authenticity  and  knowledge  of  facts,  be 

'  Tlie  Mount  Vrrntn  ww  mi  Anerican  tccmI  purcbaied  bjr  on  EngluluDui. 
loaded  in  the  name  nf  WiUtn|[  and  Franda  with  En|>lii.hproi>cn7,  and  opliued 
by  a  French  priviinr.  (he  Flying  FUh.  MeK  would  (ive  no  nlubctica, 
■Ithuugh  Wuhington  wat  Tccy  well  dlipoicd  to  favor  him  penonally. 

"  Mr.  Ailel  wAi  lu  c»rdUlly.  Jt  ai>  rcpRticiily  atkcd  In  vUit,  Moviil  Vonoa 
■1  either  ii(  the  other  forri^n  chanctcn  :  bnt  lu  mt  he  nrvcf  uiid  be  would 
oome.  La  Fayeitc  and  Mr.  Freild  however,  the  day  before  I  left  Philadel- 
phia, undertiooi)  Aim  ihal  he  tliouid  kci  out  on  IhU  villi  ia  Icn  dajt afterine: 
ifnce  which  1  have  hcaid  Dothing  of  bim, 

"  ]( WM  my  determination,  and  m>  I  acted,  to  place  them  all  upon  prcdadf 
the  tatne  giDuml ;  l>ui  xt  Ibcre  are  many  who  will  nnl  b«  tUifntd  \t>  thinl:  m, 
bul  on  tlic  conltary.  will  more  than  prubablj-,  lepresent  it  olhenrise.  it  will  b« 
very  agreenhlc  to  me,  that  you  iJiould  >ec  &  expreti  to  him.  on  my  bcbalf,  th« 
•cntimenti  which  are  mentioned  In  your  letter;  predicated  on  Ihe  hope,  railed 
in  me.  by  the  Ctnllemen  beforemcDtioned." — Washingtem  to  yaaui  Mi- 
Bmry,  ii  July.  1796. 
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oubted ;  of  course,  if  the  persons  through  whom  it  has 
passed  to  the  reciter  are  not  mistaken  in  their  details, 
the  most  entire  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  account 
Under  these  impressions,  and  the  serious  aspect 
hich  they  present,  it  is  my  request  that  you  and  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasur)*  and  War  would  meet ; 
consult  the  treaties,  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  the  U. 
States,  which  have  any  relation  to  the  subject ;  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  to  report  to  me  your  opin- 
ions of  the  measures,  which  you  conceive  ought  to 
be  adopted  under  such  information  and  circumstances 
particularly. 

1.  Whether  immediate  explanation  should  be 
asked  on  this  subject  from  the  minister  of  the  French 
Republic  in  Philadelphia ;  and  in  that  case,  (which  I 
am  inclined  to  think  is  right,)  to  proceed,  without 
th«  delay  of  sending  to  me,  to  make  the  requisition 
accordingly,  unless,  from  the  tenor  of  the  answer  to 
the  letter  you  had  drafted  before  I  left  Philadelphia 
respecting  the  capture  of  the  Monnt  Vernon,  it  should 
in  your  judgment  be  unnecessary. 

2.  Whether  there  is  power  in  the  executive,  and, 
in  that  case,  whether  it  would  be  expedient  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  to  send  an  extra  character  to 
Paris  to  explain  the  views  of  this  government,  and 
to  ascertain  those  of  France  ;  and,  in  the  affirmative 
of  these,  to  suggest  for  my  consideration  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  in  your  opinions  are  best  qualified  to 
subserve  these  purposes. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  fully  from  you  on  this  inter- 
esting subject,  and  shall  only  add,  that  if,  in  the  in- 
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vestigation  of  it,   my  presence   in    Philadelphia  is 
deemed  necessarj",  or  if  any  other  occurrence  should! 
require  my  return  before  the  time  I  had  allotted  fori 
it,  I  can  and  will  set  out  for  that  place  as  soon  as  Ij 
am  advertised  of  the  necessity.      I  am,  &&' 


'  The  Cabinet  replied  tlul  a  direct  aplanuion  tbonld  be  deoMuded  of  i 
French  mi niiler.  "WeueiiJui  of  opinion  that  the  Exentire  bai  noi  tke 
poser,  [n  the  recew  ol  ihc  Senate,  to  oHgiuile  ibe  ■])p<iioli&rnl  of  a  mimOrr 
txtr^M^miry  t;>  Fnace :  and  that  the  recall  ol  Mt.  Monroe,  b;  C(e«ling  ■ 
noncr.  can  alone  authoriic  the  icoding  of  a  new  miniflet  to  that  countrr. 
Oa  the  expediency  of  thlt  changewe  arc  aj^rceil.  We  iliSnk  the  great  iniemti 
of  lbs  United  States  rt<]uire  that  they  bate  near  the  Fitoch  Oo*emtneot  lome 
faithful  organ  to  eiplain  theit  teal  liem  and  to  aiccttaiD  ibose  of  the  French. 
Oiuduiyobli|[eiiuiiiobecaplicii.  Altfaou^jh  the prc*eni  MiniMert^Dipotaoti*!; 
of  the  Uoitod  Staleii  al  Paiii  baa  been  amply  tumiilied  wtlli  docuneiit*  to  e(> 
plain  the  riewi  and  conduct  of  the  United  States,  yet  hii  oirn  lelten  antboriie 
n(  (□  nay,  that  he  hai  omltleil  to  ui^c  them,  and  thereby  eipoMd  Ibe  United 
Slate*  Id  all  the  mitchicft  which  could  Bow  from  jealouncB  and  etToneoKi  c«a> 
ceplioni  of  their  vtewt  and  canduct.  Whcttier  thii  dan|;eron>.  omiauaa  aroM 
from  \nch  an  aitachiiicni  to  the  cautc  uf  France  at  r<-ii<]rtr<l  hini  loo  tittle  niiiul- 
fiil  of  the  iaiemis  of  his  own  counity,  or  from  miitaken  Tiews  of  the  Uucr. 
ot  from  any  other  cauie,  tbe  eril  it  the  tame.  We  therefore  conceive  It  to  be 
(•ditpeiitahl]'  ncce«Mry  that  the  prevent  inini»ler  plenipotosliary  of  Ihe  (J.  S. 
■I  Parisihoulil  be  recalled,  and  another  American  ciliien  appoialed  in  kiidaul. 
Snch  beiiie  our  opinion,  we  bee  leave  to  name  for  yonr  ooMidemloa  Patruk 
Henry  andjohn  Marhliall  o(  Virginia. and  Chule*  ColcawoflL  Pinckoey  and 
William  Smith  uf  South  Carolina,  either  of  whom  would,  we  beticre.  lO  es- 
pinin  Ihc  conduct  and  vicHt  of  the  U.  Stslet  ulo  Knitifylhe  Fjta^  Repsblic 
and  thereby  remove  the  danger  of  a  nipluie  or  Inconvcnlcrnt  conlmveny  with 
thai  nHil'in  ;  or  (ailin)'  of  this  desirable  effect,  to  Mlitfy  the  citiieni  of  the 
United  Slalo  that  the  fault  wu  not  to  tie  imputed  to  their  own  eoremment. 

"  In  canfirmaiion  of  our  opiiiiun  uf  Ihe  cipedieocy  of  recaltiri);  Mr.  Monroe, 
we  ihtiik  Ihe  occaciun  requires  thai  we  cummuuicate  a  private  kellcr  from  him 
which  came  to  oat  hands  since  yon  left  Philadelphia.  This  letter  corrcf|H>nda 
with  other  inlelligcnce  of  hit  political  opinions  and  cnnduct.  A  mintUei  wto 
hat  ihuii  tnade  the  notuHous  enemiei  of  the  whuTe  system  of  ibe  govensment 
his  conEdcniial  correspondents  in  mailers  which  aEtect  that  goi-emment,  cannot 
be  iclied  on  id  do  his  duty  to  the  latter^  This  private  letter  we  received  in 
confidence.  Anion)!  other  citcumaianco*  that  will  occni  to  your  recollection, 
the  anonymous  letters  from  France  to  Thos.  Blount  and  olhns  are  very  notice- 
able.    We  know  that  MontAorence  was  Ihe  trrller,  and  thai  he  waa  the  Chs»> 
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TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

Mount  Vkrkon,  36  Jun«,  ijy^ 

Hv  Dear  Sir: 

Your  lettelr  without  date  came  to  my  hands  by 
Wednesday's  post,  and  by  the  first  post  afterwards  I 
communicated  the  purport  of  it  (withholding  the 
•anies)  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  directions  to 
liestow  the  closest  attention  to  the  subject,  and,  if 
the  application  which  had  been  made  to  the  Minister 
o(  France,  consequent  on  the  capture  of  the  ship 
Uonnt  Vernon  had  not  produced  such  an  answer  as 

cdhroC  iIm  cooHil  Skipwiih  ;  and  (rom  Ih?  connciion  of  Mr.  Monroe  witb 
IhM  poions.  we  CDD  enlcrttin  no  tloubl  that  Ibc  nnonjmout  Icllen  were 
wAku  irlih  hit  pfivUy. 

"TbtK  ftnonjniunu  communicatjoiu  from  ofGccn  of  ih«  Unilcd  Stain  in  a 
bnilD  cotwity,  on  maitcrt  of  public  nature,  and  which  decpl;  concert)  the 
iMnuti  o(  lb*  Uoitod  Slatn,  in  relation  to  that  iortif'n  cuunlrjr,  are  ])roof«of 
■uaicidMJcn.  aad  iliew  that  the  public  interests  are  no  longer  ufc  in  the 
Wk  oT  isch  BO. 

"TlNiBtormMloo  coM*tiie<l  in  the  confiilcniinl  comniuiiicttion  you  were 
pkttn)  to  nuke  to  ni  on  the  project  uf  the  French  Government  rcLittre  to  the 
M«trot  oi  the  U.  Stalo.  i>  conlirnted  by  the  open  publication  of  the  taxae 
MblaatlaUy  and  maTC  minutely  In  the  newipapere.  Mr.  t'mno't  in  vhieh  It 
flM  ^ipeawj.  WB  DOW  cnclMB.  1'bc  execution  ol  tlie  project  even  appears  to 
hte  bee*  eoaunenced.  The  following  article  it  tn  Mr.  Fenno'*  paper  of  th« 
tUi  illo : 

"'New  London,  Jane  33d.  Arrinetl  by  lh«  Aurora,  S.  Wadiwortti  of  Hart- 
Iwd,  la  fourteen  day*  from  Port-iu  pair.  Left  there  sloop  Crisis.  Cook  of 
Norwich,  with  mBle* ;  (loop  Scrub,  Williams  o(  Middlelown  ;  and  a  htin  from 
FUladeipfaia;  all  c4rri«d  (n  by  French  pti vat rgi«.  It  wa*  not  pretended  10 
Bake  pmcs  of  ihetn.  Imi  their  cargoet  were  taken  by  the  adminisltntion.  at 
ihtirown  prk«,  and  due-btlh  given  therefor.  Tlioie  who  t:o  ihnrc  in  trade 
isd  Iboae  carried  in,  are  all  trcalod  alike.  Capt.  Wad^wurth  rtceived  a  due 
Ul  fw  ii.ooo  livrec* 


FbiU.,lJiily.  iTS^-' 


"TlMOTHV    T'lCKpaiNO, 
'■  OUVEK  WOLCOTT, 

"Jamm  ML-tleKKV. 


to  supersede  the  necessity,  then  to  endeavor 
tain  such  explanation  of  the  views  of   the  French 
government  relatively  to  our  commerce  with  Great 
Britain,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  appeared  to  rcqui 

That  the  fact  is  as  has  been  represented  to  you. 
have  very  little  if  any  doubt.  Many,  very  many  cir- 
cumstances, are  continually  happening  in  confirmation 
of  it ;  among  which,  it  is  evident.  Cache's  paper, 
which  receives  and  gives  the  tone,  is  endeavoring  to 
prepare  the  public  mind  for  this  event,  by  represent- 
ing it  as  the  predicted  and  natural  consequence  o^h 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.      ^1 

Let  me  ask.  therefore.  Do  you  suppose  that  the 
Executive,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  has  power,  in 
such  a  case  as  the  one  before  us.  es{>ccially  if  the 
measure  should  not  be  avowed  by  authority,  to  send 
a  special  character  to  Paris  as  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
to  give  and  receive  explanations  ?  And  if  there  be  a 
doubt,  whether  it  is  not  probable,  nay.  more  than 
probable  that  the  French  Directory  would,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  avail  themselves  of  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  the  measure  to  decline  receiving  him  ? 
The  policy  of  delay,  to  avoid  explanations,  would 
induce  them  to  adopt  any  pretext  to  accomplish  it. 
Their  reliance  upon  a  party  in  this  country  for  sup- 
port would  stimulate  them  to  this  conduct ;  and  we 
may  be  assured  they  will  not  be  deficient  in  the  most 
minute  details  of  every  occurrence  and  every  opinion 
worthy  of  communication.  If,  then,  an  envoy  can- 
not be  sent  to  Paris  without  the  agency  of  the  Sen* 
ate,  will  the  information  you  have  received,  admitting 
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it  should  be  realized,  be  sufficient  ground  for  conven- 
ing that  body? 

These  are  serious  things ;  they  may  be  productive 
of  serious  consequences,  and  therefore  require  very 
serious  and  cool  deliberation.     Admitting,  however, 
that  the  powers  of  the  President  during  the  recess 
were  adequate  to  such  an  appointment,  where  is  the 
character  who  would  go,  and  unites  the  proper  quali- 
I     fications  for  such  a  mission,  and  would  not  be  obnox- 
I    ions  to  one  party  or  the  other  ?  and  what  should  be 
L  done  with  Mr.  M  [onroe]  in  that  case  ? 
H     As  the  affairs  of  this  country',  in  their  administra- 
B  tion,  receive  great  embarrassment  from  the  conduct 
of  characters  among  ourselves,  and  as  ever)'  act  of 
the  Executive  is  misrepresented  and  tortured  with  a 
view  to  make  it  appear  odious,  the  aid  of  the  friends 
to  government  is  peculiarly  necessary  under  such  cir- 
amstances  and  at  such  a  crisis  as  the  present.     It  is 
Bnnecessary,  therefore,  to  add,  that  I  should  be  glad, 
upon  the  present  and  all  other  important  occasions, 
to  receive  yours ;  and  as  I  have  great  confidence  in 
t}ie  abilities  and  purity  of  Mr.  Jay's  views,  as  well  as 
io  his  experience,  I  should  wish  that  his  sentiments 
on  the  purport  of  this  letter,  and  other  interesting 
matters  as  they  occur,  may  accompany  yours  ;    for 
having  no  other  wish  than  to  promote  the  true  and 
permanent  interests  of  this  country,  I  am  anxious  al- 
ways  to  compare  the  opinions  of  those  in  whom  I 
confide  with  one  another,  and  those  again  (without  be- 
ing bound  by  them)  with  my  own,  that  I  may  extract 
ail  the  good  1  can. 
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Having  from  a  variety  of  reasons  (among  which  2 
disinclination  to  be  longer  buffeted  in  the  public 
prints  by  a  set  of  infamous  scribblers)  taken  my  ulti- 
mate determination  "to  seek  the  post  of  honor  in  a 
private  station."  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  did  not 
publish  my  valedictory  address  the  day  after  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress.  This  would  have  preceded 
the  canvassing  for  electors  (which  is  commencing  with 
warmth  in  this  State).  It  would  have  been  announ- 
cing/a^/fi/y,  what  seems  to  be  very  well  understood, 
and  is  industriously  propagated  privately.  It  would 
have  removed  doubts  from  the  minds  of  all,  and  left 
the  field  clear  for  alL  It  would,  by  having  preceded 
any  unfavorable  change  In  our  foreign  relations  (if 
any  should  happen),  render  my  retreat  less  difficult 
and  embarrassing.  And  it  might  have  prevented  the 
remarks  which,  more  than  probable,  will  follow  a  late 
annunciatiation  —  namely,  that  I  delayed  it  long 
enough  to  see  that  the  current  was  turned  against 
me.  before  I  declared  my  intention  to  decline.  This 
is  one  of  the  reasons  which  makes  me  a  little  tena- 
cious of  the  draught  I  furnished  you  with,  to  be  modi- 
fled  and  corrected. 

Having  passed,  however,  what  now  I  concci^"^ 
would  have  been  the  precise  moment  to  have  ad- 
dressed my  constituents,  let  me  ask  your  opinion  (un- 
der a  full  conviction  that  nothing  will  shake  my 
determination  to  withdraw)  of  the  next  best  time, 
considering  the  present,  and  what  may,  probably,  be 
the  existing  state  of  things  at  different  periods  pre- 
vious to  the  election  ;  or  rather  the  middle  of  Octo- 
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ber.  beyond  which  the  promulgation  of  my  intentions 
cannot  be  delayed.     Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon 
as  it  it  convenient,  and  be  assured  always  of  the  sin- 
e  esteem  and  affectionate  regard  of.  ' 


*  "As  to  yaat  rcKlgiUlton,  tlr,  It  ii  not  to  be  rqiietted  that  the  declara. 
Boa  «<  your  iatratioa  diould  be  tutpcodcd  u  long  m  possible,  kriI  tuITu 
■«  to  add  tlut  TOO  ihonld  tcally  hold  th«  IhinE  nadecided  to  ih«  Ittt  mo- 
tini.  I  do  eot  tliiiib  It  li  In  (he  power  of  pftity  to  throw  anj  ilur  upon  the 
Liusni  of  foiu  il«clirati<iii.  And  rou  hai«  *n  obvfoiiH  ju»llfic*tii>n  In  the 
*ite  ol  Ihinp.  ]  I  a  ilotm  ealhcn,  how  coo  yon  retreat  ?  Thii  U  «  moil  wrU 
Mifaeuion.  Tb*  propel  period  now  Tor  your  decUraiion  «ccni»  to  be  two 
Moiha  before  the  time  tor  the  necling  of  the  clectore.  Tliiswi}!  be  sufficient. 
The  parttn  wiU  in  the  UMUiliTDe  electioneer  condttionally,  that  Is  to  uy,  if  yon 
fa&* ;  for  •  tcriout  oppoiiUon  10  you  will.  I  think,  haidly  be  riiked.  1 
birt eonpIeCed  the  first  draft  of  a  i-ertsin  paper,  and  kliall  shorily  tianHTibe. 
tKRct,  and  forward  it.  I  will  then  olio  prep.ire  and  lend  foevord  withool  de- 
ky,  the  ongfaal  paper,  coirecied  upon  the  ceiicriil  pljin  of  11.  to  that  you  may 
tonbodi  before  you  for  a  choice  in  full  limc,  and  Uit  alteration  If  nc(;et»nry." 
-a*mll»a  Iff  tVasMingi™.  s  July.  ijq6. 

hwMon  Jaly  joth  thai  Hamilton  fnlGlUd  the  promUe  conlaincd  Inihislci- 

or.    "  t  bsTc  the  pleasure  to  icud  you  herewith  a  uertsin  dnft,  which  I  have 

ndnrarcd  to  make  at  perfoci  ai  my  lime  and  enfagcmenis  would  permit,     tt 

W  been  ay  abject  (o  rondel  ihit  act   liupnrlancly  and  latlinEly  utcfu),  and 

■xAUug  oU  juit  conic  of  present  ciception,  10  embrace  tuch  rrllcctioni  and 

MliMCAla  as  will  wear  well,  progrcii  in  approbation  with  time,  and  redgund 

bfilan  i«p«taUon.     How  far  I  have  tuccecded,  you  will  judee.     I  haie  be- 

pnlkeaccoad  part  of  the  task — the  digcatine  of  thu  tupplrmcRiary  remorlct 

to  the  fini  addrcu,— which,  in  a  fonnighl.  1  hope  alio  to  send  you  ;  yet  t  con- 

fca  (he  more   I  hare  oontidereil  the  mallei  the  le»  eligible  ihit  plan  ha« 

ypeattd  10  ine-     There  leemt  lo  mc  (obca  certain  awkwanliiMi^  in  the  thin|;, 

ttd  It  KCm  lo  imply  that  there  is  a  doubl  whether  Ihe  absiinincc  without  the 

eridnca  wovld  b«  bcll«red.     Bciidct  that,  I  think  that  there  are  tome  ideoji 

ahidi  will  aot  wear  well  in  the  former  addrcM,  and  1  do  not  tee  how  any  part 

can  be  oaiJIted.  if  H  it  to  be  given  oi  the  Ihing  formerly  prepared.     Neverthe. 

bai,  whcs  yoa  have  both  before  yon,  you  can  judge.     If  you  ihould  incline  to 

lake  the  draft  now  tenl,  and  allei  pcruting  and  noting  any  thing  thai  you  wtiih 

chaaced,  will  icnd  it  to  me.  1  will,  with  pleatur«,  hhapr  it  at  you  desire.    Thi» 

BWjp  alao  pal  it  is  ray  powe:!  10  improve  the  rapreuion,  and  perhaps,  in  lotne 

faMaaCctcandeaae."— /^umiViInr  Af  fCn/^'n/b-n,  30  July,  1796. 

"  A  cwKHy  reading  it  hat  hud,  and  the  sentiuieiils  therein  contained,  ar« 
aatranely  joit,  and  such  ai  ought  to  be  inculcated.    The  doubt  that  occun  at 
',  ia  the  laeylh  o(  it  foe  a  newHpajier  publication  ;    and  how  fat  the 
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TO  JAMES  McHENRV,  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

[MocNT  VuxoN,  1  Jul;,  t]yL] 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  27ih  ulto.  by  Post,  with  its  co- 
closures,  (the  originals  of  which  1  return.)  came  to 
my  hands  on  Wednesday ;  and  your  other  letters  of 
the  27th  and  28th,  by  Express,  was  received  about  five 
o'clock  yesterday  afternoon.' 

The  accounts  brought  in  the  latter  are  very  pi 
ing  indeed,  inasmuch  as  they  will  serve  to  remove 
the  doubts  of  the  credulous  (with  respect  to  the 
Western  Posts)  ;  and,  when  realized,  be  productive  of 
that  tranquillity  and  peace  with  the  Indians,  which  in 
itself  is  so  desirable,  and  has  been  so  much  wished 
and  sought  for  by  every  real  friend  to  his  country. 

It  is  my  desire,  that  the  charges  exhibited  ag^nst 
General  Wayne  by  Brigadier  Wilkinson,  with  the 
letters  of  crimination  on  both  sides,  should  be  bid 
before  the  heads  of  departments  ;  and  your  and  theif 
opinions  reported  to  me  on  the  measures  necessary 

OOcation  woald  counicnxnce  lu  appeaHng  In  injr  Mhtr  romi.  wiihont  dihn^ 
SKire  on  th«  present  itati  o(  nLRllcn,  ii  qui atioiiablc.  All  the  oolnauu,  lA  • 
larse  eaictle  would  tcuody.  I  believe,  coouia  the  pic»cDt  dnugbL"— 
W<iiktn£ten  ttl  Hamilton.  tO  AuguM,   1796. 

'  Tlie  Sccrolary'i  If  Iter  of  tli<  aSib  gave  an  account  o[  Itie  inception  wluth 
Major  Le^i  met  vilh  (roin  the  governor  of  Carntdn  when  he  omrcd  Id  Qm- 
bee,  with  deipntchcii  rclalive  to  (he  execution  of  that  piul  ol  tbc  treat;  whicb 
concerncil  the  western  pottt.  The  Seciclary  wrile> :  "  Major  Lcwu  ny>  )m 
WW  treated  with  much  civiliiy  by  Lord  Dorchcster'i  family,  and  that  the  people 
(eemed  everywhere  plciued  with  the  prDtjwct  ol  n  friendly  intrrcounc  with 
out  ciliieni.  Lord  l^orchcster  was  partimlxr  in  bii  inquiries  reipcclinE  yoor 
health,  and  lecmed  pleued  to  learn  that  you  were  well  and  looknl  stII.  I 
beliete  his  I^irdihip  is  himself  about  (evenly.  Major  Lewi»  could  haTc  dined 
out  for  .1  raonlh  al  Quehec.  The  (inl  lout  was,  Th*  King  tf  Great  BriUim; 
the  second  invuiablf,  Tit  Prtiidenl," 
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I  to  be  pursued  to  do  justice  to  the  Public,  the  accused, 
iftnd  the  accuser  ;  as  also  when  and  by  whom  the  m- 
Ijuiry  is  to  be  made,  with  the  preliminary  steps  neces- 
sary thereto. 

There  are  no  Officers,  I  conceive,  of  sufficient  rank 
to  constitute  a  Court  before  whom  the  Commander- 
in-chief  can  be  brought.  Is  the  matter  then  to  come 
before  Congress?  In  what  manner?  My  first  im- 
pression relative  to  this  business,  (though  not  ma- 
turely  or  distinctly  formed,)  is,  that  General  Wayne 
ought  immediately  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  all 
the  charges  exhibited  against  him  by  the  Brigadier, 
in  order,  as  many  of  them  are  of  old  standing,  that 
he  may  have  lime  allowed  him  to  recollect  circum- 
stances ;  and  to  see  what  counter  evidence  can 
be  produced,  or  what  satisfactory  explanations  can  be 
given,  that  he  may  not  be  unprepared  for  trial  when- 
soever he  is  called  upon. 

It  may  be  well,  if  it  can  be  accomplished  by  civil 
expressions,  to  stimulate  the  present  governor  of 
Tennessee  to  an  effectual  repression  of  incroachments 
00  Indian  Territory,  (secured  to  them  by  Treaties)  ; 
but  the  honor  of  the  government  and  the  Peace  of 
the  Union  require,  that,  if  he  is  not  decisive,  the 
Laws  relative  thereto  be  not  suspended  or  trifled 
with,  but,  promptly  and  energetically  (with  temper 
and  prudence)  enforced. 

I  will  not  speak  upon  the  new  model  of  the  army 
now.  but  will  take  more  time  to  consider  the  scheme 
H^r  resolving  the  Legion  into  four  Regiments,  on  the 
plan  you  have  suggested. 
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In  spt:aking  of  the  Generals  Wayne  and  Wilkin- 
son, I  omitted  to  add,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  latter, 
(if  leave  has  not  been  given  already),  ought  to  ob- 
tain the  furlough  he  has  asked  as  soon  as  the  former 
joins  the  Army ;  for  no  good  will  result  from  both 
being  with  it  in  the  irritable  temper  they  are  in 
at  the  same  time. 


TO   TIMOTHY   PICKERING,   SECRETARY    OF   STATE. 

UOOKT  VMMOJt.  4  Julj.  1)96. 

Sir, 

The  Spanish  minister,  M.  de  Yrujo,  spent  two  clays 
with  me,  and  is  just  gone.  I  caused  it  to  be  inti- 
mated to  him,  that,  as  I  should  be  absent  from  the 
seat  of  the  government  until  the  middle  or  latter  end 
of  August,  that  I  was  ready  to  receive  his  letter  of 
credence  at  this  place.  He  answered,  as  I  understood 
it,  that  his  credentials  were  with  his  baggage  on  its 
passage  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  his  reception  ^t 
that  place,  at  the  time  mentioned,  would  be  perfectly 
convenient  and  agreeable  to  himself.  He  is  a  young 
man,  very  free  and  easy  in  his  manners,  professes  to 
be  well-disposed  towards  the  United  States,  and,  as 
far  as  a  judgment  can  be  formed  on  so  short  an  ac- 
quaintance, appears  to  be  well-informed. 

Enclosed  are  two  letters  from  the  governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  applying  for  the  aid  of  the  general 
government  to  execute  effectually  the  quarantine  he 
had  proclaimed.  I  left  Philadelphia  under  an  im- 
pression, that  circular  letters  had  been  written  by  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  collectors  of  the 
different  ports,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
officers  commanding  the  garrisons  on  the  sea-board, 
to  pay  proper  attention  to  the  act  of  Congress 
relative  to  quarantine. 

■  From  the  application  of  Governor  Mifflin  the  pre- 
sumption is,  that  there  has  been  an  omission  some- 
where. Let  me  desire  that  you  and  the  other  two 
gentlemen  would  meet  and  see  where  it  lies,  that  a 
remedy  may  be  immediately  applied.  And  I  request 
that  you  will  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's letters,  and  inform  him  of  what  is  or  will  be 

—  done. 

V  I  desire  to  be  informed  also,  if  any  thing  is  or  can 
be  done  relatively  to  the  appointment  of  an  Indian 
ajjent  in  place  of  Governor  Blount,  and  others  for 
carrying  on  the  trade  authorized  by  Congress  with 
those  people     I  am,  &c. 


TO  GUSTAVUS  SCOTT. 


Sir: 


Mount  Vsrkon,  4  Jnly,  1796, 


H  If  the  public  despatches  which  I  receive,  and  am 
obliged  to  answer  by  every  Post  would  permit,  I 
would  go  more  into  detail  and  explanation  of  the 
subject  of  your  last  (seperate  letter),  than  it  is  possi- 
ble for  mc  to  do  at  present.  I  will  not,  however,  let 
it  pass  without  some  further  expression  of  my  ideas ; 
and  the  understanding  I  always  had  of  your  entrance 
■into  the  office  you  now  hold,  in  the  Federal  City. 


'* 


That  the  Secretary  of  State': 


I 


:s  letter  to  you  (whidi 
I  have  not  by  mc  at  this  place  to  resort  to)  may  have 
been  so  worded  as  to  leave  the  alternative  of  residing 
in  the  City,  or  in  George  Town,  is  not  necessary,  if 
it  was  justi6able,  to  deny;  because  a  change  of  ci^| 
cumstances  would  certainly  authorize  a  change  o(< 
measures.  But  independent  of  this,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten,  that  at  the  time  the  letter  above  alluded  to 
was  written,  such  an  alternative  was  indispcnsableiiH 
for  as  much  as  there  were  no  convenient  accommoda* 
tions  for  the  Commissioners  in  Ihe  City,  and  because 
houses  could  not  be  erected  in  a  moment,  under  tlie 
circumstances  which  then  existed.  In  addition  to 
this,  let  it  be  remembered,  aLso,  that  the  first  Com- 
missioners, sensible  of  the  propriety  and  advantages 
which  would  result  therefrom,  had  resolved  to  build  a 
house  for  their  own  accommodation  at  or  near  the  spot 
where  the  Hotel  now  stands ;  and  were  diverted  from 
it  (if  my  memory  serves  me)  partly  by  two  causes  : — 
first,  from  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  such  an  appli- 
cation of  public  money;  and  2ndly,  from  an  opinion 
that  they  could  be  accommodated  In  the  Hotel,  when 
built, — which,  it  was  expected,  would  have  happened 
long  since, 

I  mention  these  things  to  show  there  has  been  no 
inconsistency  in  my  sentiments  or  conduct ;  and  that 
to  enable  the  Commissioners  to  comply  with  the  views 
of  government,  and  to  devote  their  time  to  Its  service, 
the  present  compensation  was  resolved  on. 

Your  other  allegation  is  of  a  more  serious  nature ; 
and  if  deception  withdrew  you  from  what  you  deemed 
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a  permanent  establishment  at  Baltimore,  it  cannot  be 
Bjustified.     But  be  assured,  Sir,  this  is  a  new  view  of 


the  subject ;  and  that  the  proposal  to  you,  to  become 
a  Commissioner,  originated  in  assurances,  confidently 
given  to  me.  that  you  had  resolved  to  remove  to  the 
Federal  City,  or  to  George  Town  ;  and  because  I 
knew  you  had  a  considerable  interest  in  the  vicinity 
of  them.  Was  not  the  first  application  to  you  predi- 
cated on  this  information  ? 

But  I  must  be  explicit  in  declaring,  that  not  only 
to  obviate  the  suspicions  and  jealousies  which  proceed 
from  a  residence  of  the  Commissioners  without  the 
City,  or  in  a  remote  corner  of  it,  not  only  that  they 
may  be  where  the  busy  and  important  scenes  are 
transacting,  that  they  may  judge  of  the  conduct  of 
others  not  from  reports  only,  but  from  ocular  proof, 
as  the  surest  guide  to  ceconomy  and  despatch  ; — inde- 
pendent, 1  say,  of  these  considerations,  which  are 
momentous  of  themselves,  I  should  view  the  residence 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  City  and  their  officers  of 
different  grades,  in  some  central  part  of  it  as  a  nest 
egg  (pardon  the  expression)  which  will  attract  others, 
and  prove  the  surest  means  of  accomplishing  the 
great  object  which  all  have  in  view — the  removal  of 
Congress  at  the  appointed  time — without  which,  every 
thing  will  become  stagnant,  and  your  sanguine  hopes 
blasted. 

I  To  be  frank,  1  must  give  it  to  you  as  my  opinion, 
that  in  relation  to  the  concerns  of  the  City,  the  Com- 
missioners stand  precisely  in  the  same  light  (if  not  in 
a  stronger  one)  that  each  does   to  any  interesting 
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matter  in  a  train  of  execution  for  himself. — Would 
you,  then,  notwithstanding  you  may  have  an  architect 
to  carry  on  your  buildings  on  Rock  Hill,  and  a  man 
to  superintend  your  attending  laborers,  trust  to  their 
proceeding  without  your  minute  inspection  of  their 
conduct  ?  I  think,  and  am  sure,  you  will  answer,  na 
I  do  not  mean  by  this  question  to  exhibit  a  charge, 
for  I  do  as  truly  tell  you,  that  I  do  not  know,  or  ever 
heard,  how  often  you  visit  your  own  concerns  there. 
It  is  upon  general  principles  I  argue.  A  man  of  in- 
dustry' and  exertion  will  not,  on  his  own  account,  have 
a  work  of  that  sort  on  hand  without  giving  close  at- 
tention to  it.  And  certain  it  is,  the  obligation  (because 
of  the  responsibility)  is  at  least  equally  great  when 
entrusted  by  the  Public  ^m 

After  all,  as  the  season  is  now  far  advanced,  houses^ 
in  the  situation  I  have  described  as  most  eligable,  may 
not  be  to  be  rented.  I  am  not  unwilling  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  Commissioners,  if  they  fmd  much  incon- 
venience in  doing  it,  may  be  suspended  until  the 
commencement  of  the  operations  of  next  spring,  when 
it  will  certainly  be  expected,  and  if  known,  I  have  »w 
doubt  but  that  houses  will  be  prepared  for  their  accom- 
modation by  that  time. 

You  will,  from  the  length  of  this  letter,  with 
difficulty,  give  credit  to  my  assertion  in  the  beginning 
of  it ;  but  as  a  proof,  not  only  of  its  verity,  but  of  the 
friendship  and  candor  with  which  it  is  written,  it  shall 
go  to  you  in  its  present  rough  garb ;  and  with  all  its 
imperfections,  accompanied  with  assurances  of  the 
esteem  and  regard,  &c 
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TO    THOMAS   JEFKERSON. 

UODITT  Vehson.  6  July.  1796, 

Dear  Sir, 

When  I  inform  you,  that  your  letter  of  the  19th 
ultimo'  went  to  Philadelphia  and  returned  to  this 
place  before  it  was  received  by  me,  it  will  be  admitted, 
I  am  persuaded,  as  an  apology  for  my  not  having 

Iadcnowiedgcd  the  receipt  of  it  sooner. 
If  [  had  entertained  any  suspicions  before,  that  the 
(}uenes,  which  have  been  published  in  Bache's  paper, 
proceeded  from  you,  the  assurances  you  have  given 
of  the  contrary  would  have  removed  them  ;  but  the 
truth  is,  1  harbored  none.'  I  am  at  no  loss  to  con- 
jttture  from  what  source  they  flowed,  through  what 
channel  they  were  conveyed,  and  for  what  purpose 

I  they  and  similar  publications  appear.  They  were 
bown  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Parker  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  They  were 
shown  about  by  Mr.  Giles  during  the  session,  and 
ibey  made  their  public  exhibition  about  the  close 
of  it. 
Perceiving  and  probably  hearing,  that  no  abuse  in 
the  gazettes  would  induce  me  to  take  notice  of  anony- 
mous publications  against  me,  those,  who  were  dis- 
posed to  do  mc  stuh /riendly  offues,  have  embraced 
without  restraint  every  opportunity  to  weaken  the 
confidence  of  the  people  ;  and,  by  having  the  whole 
game  in  their  hands,  they  have  scrupled  not  to  pub- 
things  that  do  not,  as  well  as  those  which  do 

'S«elliU  letter  in  JcffcTKsn'i  Wrilingi,  vol.  iii..  p.  330. 

*0m9(  Wubinglon'i  cabin cI  memocvida  h>ii  bcco  printed  byBocheio  folU 
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exist,  and  to  mutilate  the  latter,  so  as  to  make  them 
subserve  the  purposes  which  they  have  in  view. 

As  you   have  mentioned  the  subject  yourself,  iti 
would  not  be  frank,  candid,  or  friendly  to  conceal,' 
that  your  conduct  has  been  represented  as  derogating 
from  that  opinion  /  had  conceived  you  entertained  oEi 
me ;  that,  to  your  particular  friends  and  connexions* 
you  have  described  and  they  have  denounced,  me  as 
a  person  under  a  dangerous  Influence :  and  that,  if  1 
would  listen  more  to  some  other  opinions,  all  would 
be  well.     My  answer  invariably  has  been,  that  I  had 
never  discovered  any  thing  in  the  conduct  of    Mr. 
Jefferson  to  raise  suspicions  in  my  mind  of  his  insin- 
cerity; that,  if  he  would  retrace  my  public  conduct 
while  he  was  in  the  administration,  abundant  proofs 
would  occur  to  him,  that  truth  and  right  decisions  were 
the  sole  objects  of  my  pursuit ;  that  there  were  as 
many  instances  within  his  oum  knowledge  of  my  hav- 
ing decided  against  as  in  favor  of  the  opinions  of  the 
person  evidently  alluded  to;    and,   moreover,  that  I 
was  no  believer  in  the  infallibility  of  the  politics  or 
measures  of  any  man  living}     In  short,  that  I  was  no 
party  man  myself,  and  the  first  wish  of  my  heart  wa^ 
if  parties  did  exist,  to  reconcile  them. 

To  this  I  may  add,  and  very  truly,  that,  until 
within  (he  last  year  or  two,  I  had  no  conception  that 
parties  would  or  even  could  go  the  length  I  have  been 
witness  to  ;  nor  did  I  believe  until  lately,  that  it  was 
within  the  bounds  of  probability,  hardly  within  those 
of  possibility,   that,  while  I    was    using  my    utmost 

See  Jeflerton's  Anaa,  in  hia  WritiHgi  (Fonl'c  edilion),  1.,  t6S. 
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exertions  to  establish  a  national  character  of  our  own, 
independent,  as  far  as  our  obligations  and    justice 
would   permit,   of  every   nation   of  the   earth,   and 
wished,  by  steering  a  steady  course,  to  preserve  this 
country  from  the  horrors  of  a  desolating  war.  I  should 
be  accused  of  being  the  enemy  of  one  nation,  and 
subject  to  the  influence  of  another  ;  and.  to  prove  it, 
that  every  act  of  my  administration  would  be  tortured, 
and  the  grossest  and  most  insidious  misrepresenta- 
tions  of  them  be  made,  by  giving  one  side  only  of  a 
subject,  and  that  too  in  such  exaggerated  and  indecent 
terms  as  could  scarcely  be  applied  to  a  Nero,  a  no- 
torious defaulter,  or  even  to  a  common  pickpocket. 
But  enough  of  this,  I  have  already  gone  further  in 
the  expression  of  my  feelings  than  1  intended-' 

The  particulars  of  the  case  you  mention  (relative 
to  the  Little  Sarah)  is  a  good  deal  out  of  my  recol- 
lection at  present,  and  I  have  no  public  papers  here 
toresort  to.  When  I  get  back  to  Philadelphia  (which, 
unless  I  am  called  there  by  something  new,  will  not 
be  'till  towards  the  last  of  August)  I  will  examine  my 
liles. 

It  must  be  pleasing  to  a  cultivator  to  possess  Land 
«hich  will  yield  Clover  kindly,  for  it  is  certainly  a 
great  desideratum  in  husbandry.     My  soil,  without 

'  No  contspondeoM  after  thit  date  between  Wulimgioii  «nd  Jcffcrwn  ap- 
jcan  la  (he  letter-boak*,  exccpl  ■  brief  note  (h*  month  riltowiii);  upon  an 
BOidiportaBl  iBilKr.  Il  hu  been  repurted  intl  believed,  lliot  Udrn.  or  papen, 
HppoMd  to  have  passed  between  them,  or  to  rdale  to  their  intercoune  with 
Ift  Mher  at  mbteijaent  datct,  were  *ecrc(ly  wilhilrawn  from  ihe  archive*  of 
Haul  Vcmon  after  (he  dc«.th  of  the  tunnei.  Cuniemlng  Ibis  fact,  nu  poaU 
ti«T  testimony  remain*,  either  fcv  or  agaiml  it,  amon^  Wuhingtxn'i  pap«rs  u 
into  my  Iwndi.— ^Mrij. 


tb.'  i> 


mitiwh    about  the 
o^  not  in  the  anal 
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April ;  when  they  ought  to  have  been  in  the  ground 
the  beginning  of  March.  They  were  sown,  however, 
but  will  yield  no  seed ;  of  course  the  experiment  I 
intended  to  make  is  lost.     The  vetch  is  yet  on  hand 

Hfbr  autumn  seeding.  That  the  Albany  peas  will 
grow  well  with  us,  I  know  from  my  own  experience  ; 
but  they  are  subject  to  the  same  bug  which  perforates 
and  injures  the  garden  peas,  and  will  do  the  same  I 
fear  to  the  imported  peas  of  any  sort  from  England, 
In  this  climate,  from  the  heat  of  it 

I  do  not  know  what  is  meant  by,  or  to  what  uses 
the  Caroline  drill  is  applied.  How  does  your  Chico* 
rium  prosper  ?  Four  years  since  I  exterminated  all 
the  plants  raised  from  seed  sent  me  by  Mr.  Young, 
and  to  get  into  it  again,  the  seed  I  purchased  in 
Philada.  last  winter  and  what  has  been  sent  mc  by 
Mr.  Maury  this  spring  has  cost  me  upwards  of  twelve 
pounds  sterling.  This,  it  may  be  observed,  is  a  left 
handed  way  to  make  money  ;  but  the  first  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  Manager  I  then  had,  who  pretended  to 
know  it  well  in  England  and  pronounced  it  a  noxious 
weed.  The  restoration  of  it,  is  indebted  to  Mr. 
Strickland,  and   others   (besides    Mr.    Young)   who 

I  (peak  of  it  in  exalted  terms.  I  sowed  mine  broad 
cast ;  some  with  and  some  without  grain.  It  has 
come  up  well ;  but  there  seems  to  be  a  serious  strug- 
gle between  it  and  the  grass  and  weeds  ;  the  issue  of 
which  (as  I  can  afTord  no  relief  to  the  former)  is 
doubtful  at  present,  and  may  be  useful  to  know. 

If  you  can  bring  a  moveable  threshing  machine, 
constructed  upon  simple  principles  to  perfection,  it 
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very  good  dressings,  does  not  produce  it  well.  owin( 
I  believe,  to  its  stifTness.  hardness  at  bottom,  and  retci 
tion  of  water.  A  farmer,  in  my  opinion,  need  nevi 
despair  of  raising  wheat  to  advantage,  upon  a  Clovi 
lay.  with  a  single  ploughing  agreeably  to  the  Norfo 
and  Suffolk  practice.  By  a  misconception  of  my  ma 
ager  last  year,  a  field  at  one  of  my  farms,  which 
intended  should  have  been  fallowed  for  wheat,  we 
untouched.  Unwilling  to  have  my  crop  of  wheat 
that  place  so  much  reduced,  as  would  have  be 
occasioned  by  this  omission,  I  directed,  as  soon  a; 
returned  from  Philada.  about  the  middle  of  S( 
tember,  another  field  not  in  the  usual  rotation,  whi 
had  lain  out  two  years,  and  well  covered  with  mix 
grasses,  principally  white  clover,  to  be  turned  o\ 
with  a  good  bar  share  and  the  wheat  to  be  sown  a 
harrowed  in  at  the  tail  of  the  plough.  It  was  do 
so  accordingly,  and  was,  by  odds,  the  best  wheat 
made  this  year.  It  exhibits  an  unequivocal  proof 
my  mind  of  the  great  advantage  of  Clover  lay  I 
wheat.  Our  crops  of  this  article,  hereabouts.  ; 
more  or  less  injured  by  what  some  call  the  rot,  otht 
the  scab — occasioned,  1  believe,  by  high  winds  a 
beating  rain  when  the  grain  is  in  blossom,  and  befc 
the  farina  has  performed  its  duties. 

Desirous  of  trying  the  field  peas  of  England,  a 
the  winter  vetch,  I  sent  last  fall  to  Mr.  Maury, 
Liverpool,  for  8  bushels  of  each  sort.  Of  t 
peas  he  sent  me  two  kinds,  a  white  and  dark ;  I 
not  having  the  letter  by  me,  I  am  unable  to  give  t 
names.     They  did  not  arrive  until  the  latter  end 
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"April;  when  they  ought  to  have  been  in  the  ground 

.  the  beginning  of  March.  They  were  sown,  however, 
■  but  will  yield  no  seed ;  of  course  the  experiment  I 
~  intended  to  make  is  lost  The  vetch  is  yet  on  hand 
for  autumn  seeding.  That  the  Albany  peas  will 
grow  well  with  us,  I  know  from  my  own  experience ; 
but  they  are  subject  to  the  same  bug  which  perforates 
and  injures  the  garden  peas,  and  will  do  the  same  I 
fear  to  the  imported  peas  of  any  sort  from  England, 
in  this  climate,  from  the  heat  of  it 

1  do  not  know  what  is  meant  by,  or  to  what  uses 
t^  Caroline  drill  is  applied.     How  does  your  Chico* 
rium  prosper  ?     Four  years  since  I  exterminated  all 
the  plants  raised  from  seed  sent  me  by  Mr.  Young, 
and  to  get    into  it  again,  the   seed   I   purchased  in 
Philada.  last  winter  and  what  has  been  sent  me  by 
Mr.  Maur)'  this  spring  has  cost  me  upwards  of  twelve 
pounds  sterling.     This,  it  may  be  observed,  is  a  left 
handed  way  to  make  money  ;  but  the  first  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  Manager  I  then  had,  who  pretended  to 
know  it  well  in  England  and  pronounced  it  a  noxious 
*ced.      The   restoration  of  it,  is   indebted   to    Mr. 
Strickland,  and   others   (besides   Mr.    Young)   who 
speak  of  it  in  exalted  terms.      I  sowed   mine  broad 
cast;  some  with   and  some  without  grain.     It  has 
come  up  well ;  but  there  seems  to  be  a  serious  strug- 
gle between  it  and  the  grass  and  weeds  ;  the  issue  of 
which  (as   I  can   afford  no  relief  to  the  former)  is 
doubtful  at  present,  and  may  be  useful  to  know. 
H     If  you    can  bring  a  moveable  threshing  machine, 
constructed  upon  simple  principles  to  perfection,  it 
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will  be  among  the  most  valuable  institutions  in  thi 
country,  for  nothing  is  more  wanting  and  to  be  wished 
for  on  our  farms. 

Mrs.  Washington  begs  you  to  accept  her  best 
wishes,  and  with  very  great  esteem  and  regard.  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


TO  CHARLES  LEE,   ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Mou.'TT  Vnuraw,  6  Jdjr,  iTqfi. 

Sir, 

Having  shown  you  the  answer  of  the  French  min- 
ister to  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
relatively  to  the  capture  of  the  ship  Mount  Vtrium 
by  the   frcnch  privateer  Flytng-Fish.      Having  read 

you.  also,  the  contents  of  a  Letter  from  S ,  re 

specting    information     from    St.    Domingo,    of    the 
intended   measures   of  the   French   government   to 
harass  our  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  also  my 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  that  subject,  to 
which  I  have  by  the  last  mail  received  the  enclosed 
acknowledgment ;  let  me  now  ask  what  you  think  of 
the  opinion  therein  given  respecting  the  recall  of  our 
minister  at  Paris?     Whether  that  act  will   authorize 
the  appointment  of  an  envoy  extraordinary,  or  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  ?    Whether  it  is,  in  that  case,  ex- 
pedient to  do   it  under  presettt  circumstances,  as  far 
as  they  are  known,  or  wait  a  further  developement  of 
his  conduct,  and  the  views  of  the  Director)'  of  France  ? 
And,  in  case  it  is  judged  expedient  to  send  a  person 
to    Paris  to  explain  the  motives  of  the    conduct  of 
this  government,  and  to  ascertain  the  views  of 
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whether  you  think  either  of  the  characters  mentioned 
the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  would  go  ?  and 
whether  there  be  any  other  occurring  to  you  as  cHga- 
ble  ?  Would  Dr.  McClurg  go  ?  And  does  he  possess 
fit  abilities,  if  he  would  accept  ? 

Answer  all  these  queries  as  soon  as  you  conven- 
iendy  can  ;  and  let  me  have  the  draft  you  promised 
(00  Monday  last,)  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
deBciency  in  the  act  for  the  relief  of  seamen. 

Make  frequent  Inquiries  for  a  fit  character  to  611 
the  office  of  surveyor-general.  1  wish  much  to  have 
ilably  executed.     I  am,  &a 


TO  TIMOTHY   PICKERING,    SECRlTrARV  OF  STATE. 

MoirsT  VttkxoN,  S  July,  1796, 

Sir. 

My  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
#  and  6th  instant,  with  the  present  enclosure,  con- 
vey fuUy  the  sentiments  of  the  Attorney-General  with 
respect  to  the  best  mode  of  executing  the  act  "for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen."     He 
has,  since  his  opinion  was  transmitted  in  the  above 
letter  of  the  6th,  consulted  two  of  our  most  eminent 
lawyers  in  these  parts,  and  finds  an  entire  accordance 
of  opinion.     I   request,  therefore,  that  the  measure 
recommended  may  be  pursued. 

Your  letters  of  the  ist  and  2d  instant,  with  several 
enclosures  in  the  latter,  came  safe  and  duly  to  hand. 
After  that  serious  consideration,  which  the  subject 
deserves.  I  have  determined  to  recall  the  American 
minister  at  Paris,  and  am  taking  measures  to  supply  his 
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place ;  but,  the  more  the  latter  is  revolved,  the  greater 
the  difficulties  appear  to  do  it  ably  and  unexceptlon- 
ably.  By  this  I  mean  the  selecting  of  one.  who  vril! 
promote,  not  thwart,  the  neutral  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  at  the  same  time  will  not  be  obnoxious 
to  the  people  among  whom  he  is  sent. 

Proofs  little  short  of  positive  are  already  in  my  pos- 
session, that  neither  Mr.  Henry  nor  Mr.  Marshal! 
would  accept  of  such  an  appointment.  The  chances 
against  General  Pinckney's  doing  it  are  strong, 
though  not  quite  so  great ;  and,  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Smith,  although  it  would  be  a  ver)'  agreeable  choice 
to  me,  I  am  sure  it  would  not  concenter  those 
opinions,  which  policy  would  require.  Mr.  Carroll  of 
Carrollton,  though  sensible  and  attached  to  federal 
measures,  would  find  himself  on  quite  new  ground, 
and,  besides,  he  has  such  large  concerns  of  his  own 
to  attend  to.  and  is  so  tenacious  of  them,  that  it  Is 
morally  certain  he  would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  ga 

Having  taken  this  view  of  the  subject,  1  am  by  this 
day's  post  writing  to  General  Pinckney.  This  letter 
I  shall  enclose  to  Mr.  Marshall  (as  he  is  in  the  line. 
Mr.  Henry  being  much  out  of  it),  to  be  forwarded, 
or  returned,  as  he  shall  decide  with  respect  to  him- 
self. In  the  mean  time,  as  the  offer  ends  with  General 
Pinckney,  other  characters  should  be  held  in  content-, 
plation  in  case  of  his  refusal.' 


\ 


'  "  I  will  not  airempt  to  exprcai  Ibose  KDHtioDi,  which  yam  letter  of 
8t^  initani  hu  increased.  Wu  it  poRtlble  (or  me  in  the  jireiCDt  crisis  of  wj 
tffnin  In  ItMVG  the  United  Slile«,  sudi  it  my  conviction  o(  lh«  iiaparuace  of 
that  duly.  wbi.:h  you  would  cc>n6dc  to  me,  and  (pudon  me  if  I  >cU)  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  1  should  Utempt  lo  poifonn  It,  Ihu  1  wouU  ccttainlr  iottfji 
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The  letter  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 

in  Philadelphia  appears  to  be  well   conceived,  and  is 

rdingly  approved.     The  transmitted  copy  of  Mr. 

Monroe's  letter  to must  be  erroneously  dated 

"Paris,  June  24,  1796"  I  presume  it  is  in  the  year, 
and  should  be  //JJJ.     I  am,  &c. 


in  PI 
■acco: 


to  charles  cotesworth  pinckney. 
[private  and  confidential  ] 

Mount  Vkkmoh,  8  iuljr,  1796. 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  situation  of  aflairs,  and  the  interests  of  this 
Country,  as  they  relate  to  France,  render  it  indispen- 
sably necessar)',  that  a  faithful  organ  near  that  gov- 
crnoient,  able  and  willing  to  explain  its  views  and  to 
ascertain  those  of  France,  should  Immediately  fill 
the  place  of  our  present  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
Paris. 

Policy  requires  that  this  character  should  be  well 
attached  to  the  government  of  his  own  country,  and 
Dot  obnoxious  to  the  one  to  which  he  is  sent  to  be 
Essentially  serviceable.     Where  then  can  a  man  be 

^hij  co*t>d«T«tian  001  dcdut*  with  resp«cl  (o  (ucnte  fortunes,  and  would  «ur- 
^Mwu  i^t  JBU  diiBdencc  I  have  ever  enlerUincd  of  mysetf,  to  make  ui  cllon 
^nt  convey  traly  and  (ailhfullf  lo  ihc  govemmcnt  ol  Frmnte  thote  icalimcnli, 
^Mkli  I  luiiB  rret  bolicnd  to  be  enictiainsd  by  thai  of  the  United  Stalei. 

"  I  hate  (orvaidcd  joui  letter  to  Mi.  Pinckney.  The  recall  of  oui  mtniitcr 
at  Parii  luA  bocn  conjcclurei],  while  i(»  probable  nei-eteily  hai  been  rcijrciled 
}ff  those,  who  lore  more  than  all  othen  our  own  cdunlry.  I  will  cauinlj'  do 
■yvajf  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you  al  Mount  Vernon.  With  every  teniiment 
«f  iw|Hi  I  and  atUchment,  I  am,  &c." — John  MarikaU  taWaikinj^te'i,  Kich- 
fflood.  11  Jdy.  1796. 
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found  that  would  answer  this  description  better  than 
yourself  ? 

It  is  a  fact  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  that  the 
greatest  embarrassments,  under  which  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  government  labors,  proceed  from 
the  counteraction  of  people  among  ourselves,  who 
are  more  disposed  to  promote  the  views  of  another 
nation,  than  to  establish  a  national  character  of  theif 
own  ;  and  that,  unless  the  virtuous  and  independent 
men  of  this  country  will  come  forward,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  predict  the  consequences.  Such  is  my 
decided  opinion. 

After  what  has  passed  between  us  on  former  occa- 
sions, (respecting  your  filling  some  of  the  importani 
offices  in  our  government,)  I  must  confess,  that  I 
hesitated  before  I  resolved  on  this  address,  lest  you 
might  think  I  was  too  importunate,  and  that  yoat 
former  answer  ought  to  have  superseded  the  desire 
of  making  it 

Had  not  the  case  been  important  and  urgent.  1 
might  have  hesitated  longer;  but.  in  finding  a  charac- 
ter of  the  description  I   have  mentioned,  you  will  be 
at  no  loss  to  perceive  the  difficulty  which  occurs.  He 
must  be  a  man.  whose  abilities  and  celebrity  of  char- 
acter are  well  known  to  the  people  of  this  country', 
whose  honor  and  integrity  are  unimpcached,  and  who 
ought,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  to 
be  acceptable  to  all  parties.     Doubtless  many  such 
there  are ;  but  those,  who  have  been  either  in  the 
executive  or  legislative  departments  of  the  general 
government,  and  are  best  known  to  me,  have  been  so 
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decisive  in  their  politics,   and  possibly  so  frank  and 
public  in  their  declarations,  as  to  render  it  very  diflli- 
cuU  to  choose  from  among  them  one,  in  whom  the 
confidence  of  this  country  could  be  placed,  and  the 
prejudices  of  the  others  not  excited. 
■  Thus,  my  good  Sir,  you  have  a  candid  exposition 
of  my  sentiments  and  wishes.     I  have  only  to  add  to 
them  a  request,  that  you  would  be  so  obliging  as  to 
give  me  a  prompt  answer,  and,  if  in  the  affirmative, 
lUiat  you  would  repair  to  Philadelphia,  prepared  to 
proceed  on  the  mission  with  as  little  delay  as  can  be. 
Possibly  you  might  have  less  objection  to  the  excur- 
sion, if  it  would  occasion  a  few  months'  absence  only, 
than  to  a  permanent  residence  ;  but  the  power  of  the 
executive,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  extends  only 
to  the  filling  of  vacancies  ;  and  one  will  be  occasioned 
by  the   recall  of  the  present  incumbent,  a  measure 
fwolved  on.     It  is  unnecessary  to  add  how  much  and 
how  sincerely  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.' 

^E'"  Dcplicaten  of  your  Iwo  Itmn  n(  the  8th  of  July  I  received  Ihit  inornin|>. 
Tb  wigiiMli  sTF  DOI  yet  aiTi*e<l.  Though  xay  *IIaiD  liivr  not  tiithcrlu  Ikcq 
nm^^  u  I  contd  wUh  them,  the  manner  in  which  you  siaie  our  poliiicd 
■duiliM.  ami  the  intcreiCt  of  ihls  counliy  ai  they  relate  to  France,  oblige  me 
M  aKitpt  foax  appotnlment  iriihuiit  htiilalton.  I  am  only  ippitlicdBive,  Uial 
ynr  fricndihip  hai  been  too  pMtin]  to  the  little  merit  I  may  poaini.  and  that 
Iht  aUlf  n  lalruttod  \a  me  may  (all  Ihroujih  my  want  of  ability.  Vou  may 
bdac««i  depend,  Ibal  what  lalmt  I  have  shall  lie  <liligcntly  cirri'lMiI  in  p«t> 
fbrmiac  ibe  object*  of  my  miuion,  and  in  promoting,  ai  far  u  I  can.  th« 
bosor  and  intciett  of  onr  country. 

"  I  will  endeavor  to  ansiige  my  atTain  in  a  fortnight  or  Ihrea  weeki,  and 
ihall  llien  pfoceed  with  Mn.  Pincfcncy  by  the  firil  restcl  (or  rhiladdphia, 
vlwn  I  hope  to  TCtum  you  thanks  in  pcnon  for  all  your  kindncu  to  roc,  and 
10  asure  that  I  alwayi  am.  with  the  siuccrnl  reganl  and  the  hi(;lic«l  vcnera- 
t)<M,  catccBi,  aod  attachment,  ftc" — CAarltdCtUswrliPiiKturyU  tVatkinf. 
Mf.  CharieUon.  37  Jaly,  1746. 
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to  jambs  mchenry.  secretary  of  war. 

[miivatk,] 

HOVMT  VnMOW.  I)  July,  mk 

Dear  Sir, 

The  purport  of  your  private  letter  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, (that  part  of  it  I  mean  which  relates  to  the 
Frigate  for  the  Regency  of  Algiers,)  has  surprised 
me  exceedingly. 

That  no  step  yet  should  have  been  taken  to  cany 
this  measure  into  vigorous  execution,  and  that  it 
should  be  asked,  nearly  six  weeks  after  it  had  been 
resolved  to  comply  with  the  Dey's  request,  and  as 
actual  stipulation  of  our  agent  or  agents  there,  by 
what  department  it  is  to  be  carried  into  effccr,  U,  on 
account  of  the  delay  which  has  been  occasioned  fif 
contrary  to  the  ideas  which  have  been  communicated 
to  the  Dey  and  Cola  Humphreys),  extremely  un- 
pleasant. 

Disagreeable  as  this  requisition  was  found  in  its 
reception,  and  more  so  in  the  compliance  with  it,  yet, 
as  there  appeared  no  other  alternative  but  to  comply, 
or  submit  to  the  depredations  of  the  Barbary  CorsMfS 
on  our  Citizens  and  Commerce,  the  former  was  pre- 
ferred ;  and  1  had  no  doubt,  (after  pressing  as  often 
and  as  earnestly  as  I  did  before  I  left  I'hiladelphia, 
that  all  matters  requiring  my  opinions  or  acts  might 
be  laid  before  me,)  that  every  thing  relative  to  this 
Frigate  was  in  a  perfect  train  of  execution,  agreeably 
to  whatever  assurances  had  been  given  by  Captain 
O'Brian. 
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If  the  laws  establishing  the  different  Departments 
(I  have  them  not  by  me)  does  not  expressly  or  by 
analogy  designate  the  one  to  which  the  care  of  such 
business  is  intrusted,  I  must,  no  doubt,  assign  it ; 
but,  where  these  speak,  it  is  best  for  me  to  be  silent ' 

If  the  building  of  this  Vessel  could  have  been  sus- 
pended until  the  meeting  of  Congress,  for  the  agency 
of  the  Senate,  the  answer  to  the  Dey  might  have 
been  suspended  also.  But  to  avert,  if  possible,  the 
disagreeable  consequences  of  delay,  a  prompt  decision 
was  come  to,  and  Captn.  O'Brian  hurried  off"  with 
the  result  This  decision,  and  the  letters  which  he 
carried,  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  and  the  measures 
accorded  thereto  strictly. 

Whether  it  will  be  best  to  purchase  a  ship  ready 
built,  if  one  fit  for  the  purpose  can  be  had  (and  such 
a  one  on  the  stocks  at  Philadelphia  was  talked  of)  ; 
whether  to  contract  for  the  building  and  equipping 
of  one,  (some  of  the  materials  being  found,)  if  entire 
confidence  can  be  placed  in  the  undertaker;  or 
whether  to  furnish  the  materials,  (in  which  case  all 

'  A*  ;«t  there  wm  no  wtvy  depMtment,  and  the  respecitve  dutivi  of  the 
■tcrcuitct  in  icprd  lo  ft«val  ftCfftln  Kcm  not  lo  have  been  clearly  deRned. 
IV  SecreUf;  of  ihe  Trcttury  lia<l  wfili«ii :  "I  du  not  wikti  to  have  new 
datia  MtigiMd  (o  me ;  but,  if  matters  nlalive  to  veucli  of  war  belong  to  ihe 
dt^nncDi  of  war  (of  which  you  will  judEc  in  lonkine  over  Ihe  laws  Inslt- 
toliag  Uie  icrmJ  depart  menu),  ii  mi^lit  piiMibty  sic:  H>ie  lo  irmarki.  wer«  it 
labe  BsaKued  to  a  diffrrenl  one.  Should  you  think,  however,  thai  it  comes 
•etc  properly  within  the  dntici  of  the  dcparlmcnl  o(  lilale,  than  Ihal  ai  uai,  I 
iUl  be  pvTfevtly  aalUfied.  1  do  not  know  iIihi  Mr.  nckeriny  liu  formed  any 
•fMoa  oa  thii  ({nesliofi,  or  that  it  baa  even  occurred  to  him  ;  and  1  do  not 
*U  b  to  paaa  beyond  yonnelf,  that  I  have  EuejjeHed  any  doubl  on  the  nib)ecl : 
1 1  mini  it  would  look  (which  is  T«ry  remote  from  the  Inith)  an  if  I  won  either 
I  lo  bavc  the  management  of  the  building,  or  was  jealuus  of  encroach' 
■(■on  1^  dcptrliiient." — I'hiladclphm,  July  7Ih. 


that  can  be  spared  from  our  own  Frigates  ought 
unquestionably  to  be  applied.)  and  pay  for  the  build- 
ing, depends  upon  inquiries  not  within  my  power  at 
this  time  and  place  to  make,  and  must,  therefore,  be 
a  matter  of  investigation  and  consultation  amoog 
yourselves,  especially  with  the  Secretar)-  of  the 
Treasury  on    the   means. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  in  a  friendly  way  impress 
the  following  maxims  upon  the  Executive  Officers 
In  all  important  matters,  to  deliberate  maturely,  but 
to  execute  promptly  and  vigorously :  and  not  to  put 
things  off  until  the  morrow,  which  can  be  done  and 
require  to  be  done  to-day.  Without  an  adherence  to 
these  rules,  business  never  will  be  weil  done,  or  done 
in  an  easy  manner,  but  will  always  be  in  arrear.  with 
one  thing  treading  upon  the  heels  of  another.  With*. 
very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c ' 


TO   TIMOTHY    PICKERING,    SECRETARY    OF   STATE. 
[PRIVATS   AND  COKFIDENTIAU] 

MotiKT  Vbucok,  13  Jnljr.  m 

Sir  : 

Yesterday  1  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  from 
Richmond  that  Mr.  Dawson  was  gone  on  to  Phila- 
delphia in  order  to  embark  for  France;  and  about 

'  "  Yau>  privntc  ktlet  of  Uie  i6lh  cime  lo  017  hands  ■■  the  uine  (inH  thtf 
your  officii  »iie  a(  the  tBUi  iliil. 

"  From  what  is  thcTc  taid,  and  appears  by  the  envlMum,  I  am  &atlific4  m 
unncccuary  delay  respecting  the  Algccine  Frigile  has  laltcn  place.  From  * 
fomicr  one  and  pethipi  (com  a  (ulidtuile  lu  exccuir  proniptl)>  wfaalera  il 
eotnuted  to  me,  I  had  conceived  otherwiie." —  tVaiUiHgtem  to  y^mtt  MtHatry, 
aa  July.  1796. 
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an  hour  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  which  the 
enclosed  is  an  extract,  from  a  well  informed  acquaint- 
ance and  a  staunch  friend  to  his  country. 

What,  or  whether  anything  can  with  propriety  be 
done  in  consequence  of  this  information  must  be  left 
to  yourself  and  the  two  other  Secretaries  to  decide, 
from  circumstances  and  appearances  on  the  spot.  It 
may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  further  that  Mr.  Dawson 
is  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Jones  (one  of  the  Circuit 
Judges  of  this  State) '  and  as  I  am  informed,  un- 
friendly to  the  General  Government) — that  Mr. 
Monroe  is  the  nephew  of  Mr.  Jones,  and  has  his  son 
with  him  in  France. 

As  every  day  brings  forth  matter  to  view,  vigilance, 
with  caution  becomes  more  and  more  necessary. 


to  tihotkv  pickering,  secretary  of  state, 
[private.) 
Dear  Sir.  *'o'"^  Vibhw,  is  juiy.  1796. 

if  there  be  any  thing  yet  to  do,  which  can  be  done 
with  propriety  towards  fulfilling  the  several  treaties, 
which  the  United  States  have  entered  into,  (without 
specially  naming  them.)  it  is  my  desire,  that  there 
may  be  no  delay  in  the  execution  ;  and  if,  upon 
examining  of  them  carefully,  any  matter  should  be 
found  therein  retiuiring  the  attention  of  either  of  the 
other  departments,  that  these  sentiments  may  be 
conveyed  to  the  secretaries  thereof,  as  proceeding 
immedis 


:ly 


lyself. 


The  new  requisition  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  which 
has  been  yielded,  will  require  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  for  its  ratification,  together  with  such  papers 
as  are  necessary  to  explain  and  account  for  the 
measure.  It  might  be  well,  therefore,  to  revise  and 
prepare  them  accordingly  in  time. 

The  continual  attacks,  which  have  been  made  and 
are  still  making  on  the  administration,  in  Bachc's  and 
other  papers  of  that  complexion,  indecent  as  they  are 
void  of  truth  and  fairness,  under  different  signatures, 
and  at  present  exhibited  under  that  of  Paulding. 
charging  it  with  not  only  unfriendly  but  even  unjust 
conduct  towards  France,  and,  to  prove  it,  resort  to 
misrepresentation  and  mutilated  authorities,  and 
oftentimes  to  unfounded  and  round  assertions,  or  to 
assertions  founded  on  principles,  which  apply  to  all 
the  belligerent  powers,  but  by  them  represented  as 
aimed  at  France  alone — Under  these  circumstances 
it  were  to  be  wished,  that  the  enlightened  public 
could  have  a  clear  and  comprehensive  view  of  facts. 
But  how  to  give  it  lies  the  difficulty ;  and  I  see  no 
method  at  present,  however  desirable  the  measure, 
that  is  not  liable  to  objections,  unless  the  predicted 
and  threatened  conduct  of  France  towards  this  coun- 
try, (under  pretext  of  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain,) 
or  its  demands  that  the  guarantee  of  their  West 
India  Islands,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  Paris,  should 
be  fulfilled,  presents  the  occasion. 

Whether  either  of  these  will  or  will  not  happen,  or 
whether  any  other  mode  may  occur,  which,  after  ma- 
ture consideration,  shall  appear  expedient  or  not,  I 
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wish  that  in  your  moments  of  leisure,  if  such  you 
have,  you  would  go  most  carefully  and  criiuaily  over 
the  whole  of  the  correspondence  between  the  differ- 
ent Secretaries  of  State  and  the  French  minister  in 
this  country,  and  with  our  own  minister  at  Paris, 
from  the  period  matters  began  to  change  from  their 
ancient  habits,  and  to  assume  their  new  form  in  that 
country.  If  circumstances  should  render  explanations 
of  this  sort  expedient  and  necessary  for  Congress,  a 
previous  examination  of  the  papers  with  notes  and 
remarks  will  be  essential.  If  they  should  not.  the 
measure  nevertheless  will  be  satisfactory  and  useful. 
I  would  have  the  whole  of  the  transactions,  in  all 
their  direct  and  collateral  relations,  examined  with 
as  critical  an  eye  as  Mr.  Bache  or  any  of  his  numerous 
correspondents  or  communicants  would  do;  that,  if 
there  is  any  thing  in  them,  (not  recollected  by  me,) 
that  can  be  tortured  into  an  unfriendly  disposition 
towards  France,  and  not  required  by  the  neutral 
policy  adopted  by  the  executive,  approved  by  the 
people,  and  sanctioned  by  the  legislature,  or  which 
the  peace,  honor,  and  safety  of  this  country  did  not 
require,  that  I  may  be  apprized  of  it,  as  my  convic- 
tton  of  the  contrary  is  strong.' 

^V   I  "  I  hare  not  tacadtir  ciiougli  [o  dincovcr  what  «nd  was  to  be  uuwercd  b]r 
^ptpwliug — fint,  that  I  ins  tob«  bi  Philadelphia  on  the  4th  July,  and  tccondly. 
y  vbcn  itiat  report  waa  coalra<licl«il  hy  my  non  appearanur.  then  to  ncconal  fw 
it  bjr  a  fall  from  my  Phuton. 

"  l(  soy  idiem«  could  have  oricinaicd  or  b«en  (aciliiaied  by  theM,  or  any 
Other  repotU,  horevei  uafounded.  I  thould  not  have  bcoii  ourviied  at  the 
prvp«(altOo  of  ihciii  ;  lot  cvidenoe  enou|[li  hai  bc«ii  given  that  inilh  01  falB^- 
bood  U  ei^nalty  awd.  and  indifferent  to  that  clau  of  men  if  their  object  «an  be 
iitcd.''- f fiuii^fMi  (r  Jamil  McHtnry,  iS  July,  1796. 
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I  request,  also,  that  you  will  begin  to  note  down 
all  the  subjects  as  they  may  occur,  which  may  be 
proper  to  communicate  to  Congress  at  their  next 
meeting,  cither  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  or  by 
separate  messages  in  the  course  of  it  Many  things 
are  forgotten,  when  the  recollection  of  them  is  post- 
poned until  the  period  at  which  they  arc  wanted. 
Minute  details  will  not  be  amiss,  because  a  selec- 
tion will  at  all  times  be  easier  to  make  than  a  collec- 


tion. 


I  am,  &C. 


TO  JAMES  HcHENRV.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 
SlH  MOVXT  VuMOK.  tB  Jul)'.  1796. 

Your  letters  of  the  loth,  12th,  and  13th  instant, 
with  their  enclosures,  came  all  by  the  last  mail  to 
Alexandria,  and  were  received  by  me  on  Saturday 
morning.  The  contents  of  such  parts  as  require  it 
shall  be  noticed. 

The  greatest,  and  what  appears  to  me  to  be  an 
insuperable  dlfificulty  in  the  way  of  running  and 
marking  the  boundary'  line  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  the  ensuing 
autumn,  (which  is  certainly  the  most  agreeable  sea- 
son for  a  work  of  this  sort.)  is.  that  no  commission- 
ers are  or  can  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  same 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  which,  unless  extra  causes 
should  render  it  expedient,  will  not  happen  before 
the  first  Monday  in  December.  This  circumstance. 
in  addition  to  the  reasons  assigned  in  your  letters, 
renders  a  postponement  of  this  measure  until  next 


year  unavoidable.  But,  that  it  may  not  be  delayed 
beyond  a  convenient  time  in  the  spring,  the  Indians 
(nay  be  requested  to  come  instructed  to  arrange  mat- 
ters for  carr>'ing  the  measures  into  effect  ai  timt 
period.  Their  interest,  and  the  tranquillity  of  our  fron- 
liers,  requires  that  this  line  should  not  only  be  run, 
(with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  can  possibly  be  avoided), 
but  be  very  distinctly  marked  also,  that  ignorance 
may  no  longer  be  offered  as  a  plea  for  transgressions 
on  either  side  ;  and  to  ascertain  in  the  interim  whether 
Genl.  Pickens  will  serve  as  a  Commissioner. 

I  hope  and  expect,  that  the  proposed  visit  from  the 
Cherokee  Chiefs  will  be  managed,  so  as  not  to  take 
place  before  the  month  of  November.  I  have  already 
been  incommoded  at  this  place  by  a  visit  of  several 
(Uys  from  a  party  of  a  dozen  Catawbas.  and  should 
wish,  while  I  am  in  this  retreat,  to  avoid  a  repetition 
of  such  guests.  The  reason  why  I  name  November 
is,  that,  between  the  middle  and  latter  end  of  August, 
1  shall  repair  to  the  seat  of  government,  remain  there 
until  between  the  middle  and  last  of  September,  and 
then  return  to  this  place  again  for  my  family. 

The  extract,  which  you  enclosed  in  your  letter  of 
ibe  loth  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury-,  declar- 
ing his  inability  to  furnish  money  for  carrying  on 
Commerce  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  renders  the  ap- 
pointment of  agents  for  that  purpose  a4  present  alto- 
gether improper;  and,  whether  the  act  "To  regulate 
Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  and  to 
preserve  Peace  on  the  Frontiers."  does  or  does  not 
go  fully  to  the  points,  which  are  enumerated  in  your 
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letter  of  the  12th,  there  seems  under  existing  circum- 
stances no  expedient  so  proper  to  execute  the  requi- 
sites of  the  above  Act,  and  the  duties  enjoined  on  the 
late  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  South- 
western Territory,  which  have  become  stagnant  by 
the  admission  of  it  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  as  by- 
applying  the  services,  (under  temporary  regulations 
and  proper  instructions,)  of  Colo.  Henley  or  Mr.  Dins- 
more,  or  both,  as  the  case  shall,  after  duly  considering 
it,  appear  to  require.  But,  if  this  expedient  is  resorted 
to,  Mr.  Dinsmore  ought  to  return  imvtediately. 

My  ideas,  with  respect  to  the  most  eligable  mode 
of  procuring  the  36-Gun  Frigate,  have  already  (in  \ 
former  letter)  been  conveyed  to  you ;  and  your  in- 
structions to  Mr.  Fox  does,  I  perceive,  accord  there- 
with ;  but,  lest  I  may  not  perfectly  understand  another 
part  of  them,  which  relates  to  the  Timber  and  Plank 
which  certainly  come  under  the  description  of  "  Per- 
ishable articles  in  the  Act  discontinuing  three  of  the 
Frigates,  and  directing  such  of  the  materials  as  are 
perishable  to  be  sold,  I  shall  give  it  as  my  decisive 
opinion  that  all  wood  not  necessary  for  the  retained 
Frigates  and  the  one  wanted  for  Algiers,  except  the 
large  pieces  which  have  been  obtained  with  difficulty 
and  at  a  heavy  expence,  and  which  would  not  answer 
for  ordinary  Vessels  and  would  sell  for  little,  ought 
to  be  sold,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  afore- 
said Act  If  it  is  reserved,  secured  from  the  weather. 
and  persons  employed  to  take  care  of  it,  the  expence 
and  imposition  will  exceed  all  calculation,  and  be 
wasted  or  embezzled  notwithstanding.     I  am,  &c. 
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TO   TIMOTHV    PICKERING,   SECRETARY   OF  STATE. 
[private.] 

MOVKT  VSKKON,  SJ  Julir,  I7q6. 

Dear  Sir. 

Your  private  letters  of  the  19th  and  30th  instant 
have  been  duly  received. 

The  request  of  Mr.  J.  Jones,  to  forward  his  letter 
to  Colo.  Monroe,  is  opposed  to  the  speedy  departure 
of  Mr.  D[awson]  for  France,  and  yet  the  Gentleman 
who  gave  me  the  information  spoke  of  it  as  a  matter 
not  doubtful ;  but  added  indeed  (a  circumstance  I 
did  not  mention  in  my  fonner  letter)  that  it  was  on 
Mr.  Swan  he  leaned  for  money  ;  and  possibly,  if  that 
gentleman  is  at  Boston,  this  may  be  the  occasion  of 
Mr.  Deas'  journey  to  that  place,  under  the  pretext  of 
contracting  for  arms. 

Was  Colonel  Monroe  requested  to  engage  a  can- 
non-founder 10  behalf  of  the  United  States?  If  so, 
on  what  terms  ?  To  remove  a  person  with  his  family 
will  be  attended  with  considerable  expense,  and,  un- 
less with  condition  to  secure  his  services,  it  will  be 
done  under  great  uncertainty.  With  respect  to  the 
engineers,  policy  requires  a  further  developement  of 
ilie  unfavorable  disposition,  with  which  we  are  threat- 
ened, before  any  encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  measure.  But,  even  if  that  objection  was  fully 
removed,  there  are  no  funds,  within  my  recollection, 
that  would  enable  the  executive  to  incur  the  expense. 
Therefore,  as  a  law  must  precede  in  this  case  any 

'  A  po«ibl«  error  tor  Dawson. 
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executive  act,  the  answer  to  the  query  is  quite  easy 
and  plain. 

1  am  continuing  and  extending  my  enquiries  for  a 
fit  character  lo  fill  the  office  of  Surveyor-General, 
without  any  great  prospect  of  doing  it  to  my  satis- 
faction. Mr.  Ludlow,  besides  what  is  mentioned  in 
your  letter  (which  requires  attention)  has  not,  ac- 
cording to  my  ideas  of  him.  celebrity  of  character  ; 
and  is  of  too  short  standing  in  the  community  to  fill 
an  office  of  so  much  importance  from  its  trusts,  and 
the  ability  and  integrity  which  is  required,  tho"  de- 
ficient in  compensation ;  unless  by  means  whicb 
ought  to  be  prevented. 

It  is  much  to  be  regreted  that  you  did  not  dis- 
cover the  broken  seal  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  you, 
before  the  departure  of  the  bearer  of  it ;  that  an  at- 
tempt at  least  might  have  been  made  to  trace  the 
channel  through  which  it  had  passed  ;  and  thereby. 
if  proofs  could  not  have  been  obtained,  to  have  found 
ground  for  just  suspicion.  You  confine  the  post- 
mark of  Alexandria  to  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  April ; 
had  you  included  that  also  of  the  ad  of  May.  I  would 
have  caused  enquiry-  to  have  been  made  at  that 
office  with  respect  to  the  appearance  of  the  letters 
when  they  went  from  thence. 

1  am  glad  to  find,  that  more  smoke  than  fire  is 
likely  to  result  from  the  representation  of  French 
discontents  on  account  of  our  treaty  with  Great 
Britain.  Had  the  case  been  otherwise,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  effect  to  the 
cause ;    and  it    is   far    from   being   impossible,  that 


the  whole  may  have  originated  In  a  contrivance 
o(  the  opposers  of  the  government,  to  see  what 
effect  such  threats  would  work  ;  and.  finding  none 
that  could  answer  their  purpose,  and  no  safe  ground 
to  stand  on,  if  they  pushed  matters  to  extremity,  the 
natter  may  terminate  in  gasconade.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  the  executive  has  a  plain  road  to  pursue, 
namely,  to  fulfil  all  the  engagements,  which  his 
duty  requires ;  be  influenced  beyond  this  by  none 
of  the  contending  parties ;  maintain  a  strict  neutrality, 
unless  obliged  by  imperious  circumstances  to  depart 
(rom  it ;  do  justice  to  all,  and  never  forget  that 
wc  are  Americans,  the  remembrance  of  which  will 
coovincc  us  that  we  ought  not  to  be  French 
or  English,'  With  great  esteem  and  regard,  1 
am,  &C.  _^^_^__ 

TO   TIIIOTHY    PICKERINC,  SECRETARY   OF  STATE. 

MovMT  Vkkhon,  a?  July.  1796- 
SlR. 

Your  two  letters,  both  bearing  date  the  2  ist  instant, 
with  their  enclosures,  were  received  by  the  last  mail 
to  Alexandria.     It  would  have  been  unfortunate,  and 

'**  I(  the  umer  whidi  yoa  relumed  to  the  minister  of  the  French  Republic 
■■  Ik  iMqoity  relative  lo  the  ptohibition  o(  Uie  ule  oC  ptiiet  brougbl  by 
Fmdk  uvied  vciacU  into  the  porti  of  Ihe  Unileil  Slilcs,  ihould,  xi  it  ou|>lu. 
(ttclade  viT(r|ily,  jl  woulil  tie  very  >|;reeiible  ;  but  il  has  not  been  fi>unil.  thai, 
■Wr  like  iDleiest  or  connnieiice  of  [hfti  naiian  is  at  itake.  the  minisUf 
Iktfeot  caa  be  utiificd  with  reuoni,  hovcver  co{>cnl,  which  are  nppotcd  lo 
Ur  *iewi.  Bal  in  lhi>  caM,  an  in  all  olhers.  thr  exccutiie  must  be  ^lerned 
tf  te«onttl«tion  and  laws,  and.  prcierving  good  faith  and  an  uobiaiied  can- 
cel, leave  the  rest  to  Ibe  good  teiiM  of  obi  own  ciliieni,  and  the  juoiice  of  Uie 
anoaa  with  wbon  we  kave  intcrtourae." — H'luAingicH  In  Timeliy  Picirrimf, 
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I  to  have  been  regretted  if  the  French  gov- 
r  had  had  as  great  came  of  coaapftaiiit  against 
:  ai  the  Uniced  States  as  A^kove  shown 
ts  mmiihini     It  was  aacucal  id  expect, 
to  awceive  on  tAat  ground. 
itaKche  French  SaBOOeaa,  wiuck  tnd  bees  so  often 

anc&  (safic  threaten- 
._^  ^-bf  anoBinaaB  wrttezsb  tfiK  &e  formal 

Qxfaifaieaaal  tfaesonderiiieaticbBBt^-af  tbe  Direo 
varf  fay  ibetr  im'nTMpBr  of  foreign  affitus.  wcmld  have 
had  nocdnig  laioMt  fomidaUcL  amficHfaBmsstng 
is  their  jyiwwMin'  DatmL  a<  -vMA,  most.  It  not 
sH  tbe  Jmgg  aeen  to  hnresOR^nanBd  cither  in  a 
aaunttsynxnaoa*  or  wnt  •]&■.  .ttttBUtai!  to  treaties 
andtfaelawsof  aiCuaik<v>Kd[ifc«Hinicita  just  and 
Qmelv  114WL11  iiiHiiw  <i£  luaL  ^wftii  Booompanying 


gmlainaboait  vttift  wr  tminisur  ^noBr  the  French 
gofcnuBcat  b^  it  abBv^Mnt,  and  was  directed  to 

make. 

Presuming  that  Mt  Vm  Mnea  is  regulariy  cred- 

ittd  by  the  proper  an^oricy  of  the  existing  govera- 

oeflt  of  the  United  Nrtberiands.  I  see  no  cause. 

/accordant  with  the  principles  which  have  actuated 

the  government  of  the  United  Sutes.)  why.  when  I 

,-  „  Philadelphia,  he  should  not  be  received  as 

-  ^^sser  resident  of  ih.nt  countr>'.    And.  if  no 

_,„f,   „«Vfl«wn   to  me  should  occur  to    you, 

^''^v      t*,;*-- *'■  mav  he  so  informed.     My  arrival 

*       '  ■    ofSeptcmber.    *    *    ♦ 
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TO  TIMOTHY  PICKERING,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

[PRIVATI,] 

MocMT  Vbumon,  *}  July,  1)96. 

Dear  Sir. 

Your  private  letter  of  the  21st  instant  has  been 
received. 

Mr.  Monroe  in  everj'  letter  he  writes  relative  to 
the  discontents  of  the  French  government  at  the  con- 
duct of  our  own.  always  concludes  without  finishing 
his  story ;  leaving  great  scope  to  the  imagination  to 
divine  what  the  ulterior  measures  of  it  will  be. 

There  are  some  things  in  his  correspondence  and 
your  letters  which  I  am  unable  to  reconcile.  In  one 
o(  your  last  to  me.  you  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
one  from  him  of  the  8th  of  April,  which  I  have  not 
seen ;  and  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  May,  he  refers  to 
we  of  the  25th  of  March  as  the  last  he  had  written. 
Tbis  letter  of  the  25th  of  March,  if  I  recollect  dates 
righdy,  was  received  before  I  left  Philadelphia ;  and 
rdated  his  demand  of  an  audience  of  the  French  Di- 
rector)', and  his  having  had  it ;  but  that  the  confer* 
race  which  was  promised  him  with  the  Minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  had  not  taken  place,  nor  had  he  heard 
Mything  from  him.  allho"  the  catalogue  of  complaints 
exhibited  by  that  Minister,  is  dated  the  9th  of  March, 
aod  his  reply  thereto  the  15th  of  the  same  month. 
If  these  recitals  are  founded  in  fact,  they  form  an 
enigma  which  requires  explanation. 
Has  the  letter  said  to  be  dispatched  by  Doctr. 

Brokenbrough,  got  to  your  hands?     I  hope  it  will,  if 

it  Has  not  done  so  already. 
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Mr.  De  la  Croix  alludes,  I  perceive,  in  the  close  of 
his  third  and  last  head  of  complaints  to  our  guar- 
antee of  their  West  India  Islands;  but  whether  to 
bring  the  subject  to  recollection  only,  or  to  touch 
upon  it  more  largely  thereafter,  is  problematical. 

I  am,  always,  etc 


TO  THE    DUKE    DE    LIANCOURT. 


Mount  Vunok,  8  Ancut.  1796- 
SlR. 

The  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing 
to  me  the  25th  of  last  month,  came  duly  to  hand, 
and  the  enclosure  for  Mr.  George  W.  Fayette  was 
immediately  presented  to  him. 

The  name  and  character  of  the  Duke  de  Liancourt 
were  not  unknown  to  me  before  his  arrival  in  this 
country  ;  and  the  respect  which  I  entertained  for  the 
latter  (although  political  considerations  have  deprived 
me  of  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him) 
was  and  is  as  great  as  he  or  his  warmest  friends  could 
desire. 

M.  de  Liancourt  must  be  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  governments,  with  the  insidious  ways 
of  the  world,  and  with  the  suspicions  and  jealousies 
of  its  rulers,  not  to  acknowledge,  that  men  in  rcspon* 
sible  situations  cannot,  like  those  In  private  life, 
be  governed  solely  by  the  dictates  of  their  own 
inclinations,  or  by  such  motives  as  can  only  affect 
themselves. 

To  dilate  upon  this  observation,  or  to  attempt  to 
point  at  the  distinction  between  the  conduct  of  a  man 
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in  public  office,  who  Is  accountable  for  the  conse- 
quences of  his  measures  to  others,  and  one  in  private 
life,  who  has  no  other  check  than  the  rectitude  of 
his  own  actions,  would  be  superfluous  to  a  man  of 
information  ;  but,  if  exemplification  of  these   facts 
was  nccessarj'.  it  might  be  added  with  truth,  that,  in 
spite  of  all  the  circumspection  with  which  my  con- 
duct has  been  marked  towards  the  gentlemen  of  your 
nation,  who  have  left  France  under  circumstances, 
which  have  rendered  them  obnoxious  to  the  govern- 
ing power  of  it.  the  countenance  said  to  be  given  to 
ihem  is  alleged  as  a  cause  of  discontent  in  the  Direc- 
tor)' of  France  against  the  government  of  the  U. 
States.     But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell  on  this 
subject.      How  far  the  charge  is  merited,   no   one 
better  than  yourself  can  judge  :  and  your  candor  and 
penetration   will,    I    am   persuaded,   appreciate    my 
motives  for  the  reverse  of  the  charge,  however  con- 
ifar>-  the  operation  of  them  may  have  been  to  your 
uipectation  or  to  my  wishes. 

With  respect  to  M.  Lafayette,  I  may,  without 
troubling  you  with  the  details,  venture  to  affirm,  that 
vhatever  private  friendship  could  require,  or  public 
duty  would  allow,  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be 
essayed  by  me  to  eflfect  his  liberation  ;  the  difficulty 
ia  accomplishing  of  which  has  no  doubt  proceeded 
in  a  great  measure  from  the  cause  you  have  men- 
tiooed.  and  will  probably  exist  while  the  war  between 
die  belligerent  powers  continues  to  rage. 

No  man  regrets  this,  and   the  present   unhappy 
Muation  of  this  amiable  family  more  than  I  do  ;  but 


it  is  an  ascertained  fact,  that,  attho'  Fayette  is  an 
adopted  citizen  of  this  country,  the  government  of  it, 
nor  the  people  themselves,  notwithstanding  their 
attachment  to  his  person  and  the  recollection  of  his 
services,  have  any  right  to  demand  him  as  their 
citizen  by  the  law  of  nations.  Consequently,  an 
expression  of  their  earnest  wishes,  that  liberty  may 
be  restored  to  him,  is  all  they  can  do  towards  a^ 
complishing  it  To  attempt  more,  would  avail  him 
nothing,  and  might  involve  the  U.  States  in  difficulties 
of  great  magnitude. 

This  letter,  Sir,  you  will  consider  as  a  private  one, 
originating  from  yours  to  me,  relatively  to  M.  La- 
fayette- In  replying  to  the  sentiments  contained  in 
it.  \  could  not,  from  respect  to  your  character,  and 
the  indulgence  of  my  own  feelings,  miss  the  occasion 
of  giving  you  this  explanation  of  matters,  wbicii 
otherwise  might  have  the  appearance  of  mystery.  It 
affords  an  occasion  also  of  assuring  you,  that,  with 
sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  and  greatest  resptct, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO  TIMOTHY    PICKERIMG,    SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 


i 


[private.] 

MOfNT  VUIXOM,  10  AuecU.   17^- 

SlR. 

The  last  post  brought  me  the  enclosed  letter  from 
General  Pinckney.  It  becomes  necessary  now  to  pre- 
pare instructions  for  him  without  delay,  to  bring  him 
fully  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  conduct  and 
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policy  of  this  government  towards  France,  &c.  and 
the  motives  which  have  induced  the  recall  of  Mr. 
Monroe. 

As  the  measure,  when  known,  will  excite  much 
speculation,  and  set  all  the  envenomed  pens  to  work, 
it  is  worthy  of  consideration  what  part  and  how  much 
of  thu  causes,  which  have  produced  this  event,  should 
be  spoken  of  unofficially  by  the  officers  of  govern- 
ment 

It  will  be  candid,  proper,  and  necessary  to  apprize 
Mr.  Monroe  (as  the  measure  and  his  successor  are 
decided  on)  of  his  recall,  and,  in  proper  terms,  of  the 
motives  which  have  impelled  iL 

In  the  course  of  next  week,  (probably  about  the 
middle  of  it,)  I  expect  to  commence  my  journey  for 
Philadelphia ;  but.  as  I  shall  be  obliged  to  halt  a  day 
a  the  Federal  City,  and  from  the  heat  of  the  season 
and  other  circumstances  must  travel  slow,  it  is  not 
likely  I  shall  arrive  there  before  the  middle  of  the 
following  week.     I  am,  &c. 


TO  JAMES    ANDERSON. 


Cmr  or  WA*Ht)<HiTaN,  iS  Aupict,  1796. 

Mr.  Anderson, 

In  passing  through  Alexandria  yesterday,  on  my 
*ay  to  Philadelphia,  I  saw  Colo.  Fitzgerald,  who 
informed  me  of  a  letter  he  had  received  from  you  in 
consequence  of  one  which  Doctr.  Stuart  had  written 
10  his  relation,  Mr.  Fitzhugh  of  Stafford. — It  might 
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have  promoted  both  our  views,  if  you  had  com* 
immediately  to  my  house  upon  the  receipt  of  thai 
letter  as  more  satisfaction  would  have  resulted  from 
the  conversation  of  an  hour  or  two.  than  from  al!  the 
letters  that  can  be  written  on  this  subject.  ^H 

As  this  however  was  not  the  case  and  as  1  sh^F 
not  be  at  Mount  Vernon  again  until  the  latter  end 
of  next  month,  and  consequently  cannot  see  you 
sooner:  I  wilt  be  candid  and  explicit  In  what  I  am 
going  to  say  to  you  ;  from  whence,  and  your  answer, 
some  opinion  may  be  formed  of  the  probability  i^ 
our  mutual  expectations  being  answered. —  ^^ 

Mr.  Pearce  who  at  present  looks  after  my  business, 
is  a  person  with  whose  management  1  am  very  well 
pleased. — He  is  a  man  of  property,  of  great  integ- 
rity;  very  great  industry;  and  much  experience  in 
the  superintendence  of  a  lar^e  concern,  having  been 
the  manager  for  a  Gentn.  on  the  £[astern  Shore] 
fifteen  or  1 8  years,  before  he  came  to  me. 

In  consideration  of  these  qualifications  and 
account  of  my  being  absent  from  home,  when  a  con- 
fidential character  was  peculiarly  necessary  for  my 
concerns.  I  agreed  to  give  him,  as  an  inducement  to 
remove  from  the  Eastern  shore  and  on  account  of 
his  established  character  as  an  experienced  Manager 
— One  hundred  Guineas  a  year — although  a  hundred 
pounds  (Virginia  money  currency)  was  the  most  1 
had  ever  given  before.  He  superintends  aU  my 
concerns  which  appertain  to  the  Estate  of  Mount 
Vernon ;  consisting  besides  Tradesmen  of  four  lay 
Farms   and  the    Mansion    house   farm,   the   last  of 
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which  (though  not  much  is  raised  at  it)   is  not  the 
least  troublesome  part  of  his  duty  in  [        ]. 

At  and  over  each  of  these  seperate  farms  and 
workmen  there  is  as  good  an  Overseer  as  has  been 
in  the  power  of  the  superintendent  to  procure,  to 
reside  constanily  on  their  respective  farms  &c..  and  to 
obey  his  orders. 

This,  in  general  is  the  outline  of  the  business— to 
detail  the  particular  parts,  would  be  tedious  ; — and 
to  a  man  of  experience  would  be  unnecessary.  I  am 
altogether  in  the  farming  and  meadowing  line ; — the 
last  of  which  I  have  much  grounds  proper  for  and 
want  to  encrease  them  considerably. 

1  will  now  tell  you  frankly  what  kind  of  a  person 
1  must  engage  to  conduct  my  business  well. — Besides 
being  sober  and  a  man  of  integrity  he  must  possess  a 
great  deal  of  activity  and  firmness,  to  make  the  under 
Overseers  do  their  duty,  strictly. — He  must  be  a  man 
of  foresight  and  arrangement ;  to  combine  and  carry 
matters  on  to  advantage,  and  he  must  not  have  these 
things  to  learn  after  he  comes  to  me. — He  must  be  a 
fanner  bred,— and  understand  it  in  all  its  parL — I 
would  wish  him  too  to  understand  grasing — and 
particularly  the  care  and  management  of  Stock. — 
How  to  Oitch — Hedge  &ca — and  how  to  conduct  a 
Dairy. 

Now  let  rae  request  you  to  declare  truly,  whether 
from  practice  the  matters  here  detailed  are,  or  could 
soon  be  made  familiar  to  you — designating  those 
which  you  have  a  competent  practical  knowledge  of, 
from  those  which  you  may  be  less  perfect  in. — A 
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letter  put  into  the  Post  Office  at  Fredcricksburgh, 
directed  to  me  in  Philadelphia  will  be  certain  of 
arriving,  safe,  and  may  enable  me  to  say  something 
more  decisive  to  you  in  my  next,  by  way  of  reply  to 
your  answer  to  this  letter.  ^H 

I  ought  to  have  added,  that  the  only  cause  of  Mt^ 
Pearce's  leaving  my  business,  is  an  increasing  Rheu-  i 
matic  affection,  which  he  says  will  not  allow  him  to 
discharge  his  duty  as  he  conceives  he  ought ;  for  ' 
which  reason  and  thinking  it  the  part  of  an  honest  ' 
man  to  retire. — He  has.  at  one  of  my  (arms  a  good  ■ 
dwelling  house,  pleasantly  situated  ;  and  every  thing 
comfortably  about  him.     I  am,  &c 


TO   JAUE5    MONROE. 

PnitADKLPHIA.  S5  AuplM, 

Dear  Sir. 

Your  favor  of  the  24th  of  March,  written  in  cipher.' 
never  got  to  my  hands  until  the  loth  instant  at 
Mount  Vernon  ;  nor  were  the  contents  of  it  known 
to  me  until  my  arrival  in  this  city  on  the  21SL  For 
the  information  contained  in  it,  and  your  attention 
thereto,  I  offer  you  my  best  thanks. 

Having  no  clew  by  which  to  discover  the  fact, 
am  very  much  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  by  what  means 
a  private  letter  of  mine,  written  to  a  friend  and  sent 
by  an  American  vessel,  should  have  got  into  the  hands 
of  the  French  Directory.  I  shall  readily  acknowl- 
edge, however,  that  the  one  you  allude  to,  directed 
to  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris,  was  a  long  and  confiden- 
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■tial  one' ;  but  I  deny  that  there  is  any  thing  contained 
in  it.  that  the  French  government  could  take  excep- 

»tion  to,  unless  the  expression  of  an  ardent  wish,  that 
the  United  States  might  remain  in  peace  with  all  the 
vtorld,  taking  no  part  in  the  disputes  of  any  part  of 
it.  should  have  produced  this  effect,  giving  it  as  my 
further  opinion,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  mass  of 
citizens  in  this  country  were  in  unison  with  mine. 

Confidential  as  this  letter  was  expected  to  be,  I 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  seen  by  anybody ;  and 
there  is  certainly  some  mistake  in  saying  I  had  no 
copy  thereof,  when  there  is  a  press  one  now  before  me, 
in  which  I  discover  no  expression,  that  in  the  eye  of 
liberality  and  candor  would  be  deemed  objectionable. 
To  understand  the  scope  and  design  of  my  letter 
properly,  and  to  give  it  a  fair  interpretation,  it  is 
necessar)'  to  obser\'e,  that  it  was  written,  (as  will 
appear  by  the  contents  of  it.)  in  answer  to  very  long 
Odes  from  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
which  contained  much  political  information  of  the 
state  of  things  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  re- 
lated among  others  the  substance  of  a  conversation, 
in  which  he  and  Lord  Grenville,  as  private  gentlemen, 
had  just  been  engaged,  and  in  which  it  was  observed 
b)-  the  latter,  that,  if  they  were  to  judge  from  the 
publications  in  this  country,  the  disposition  of  it  was 
unfriendly  to  Great  Britain  ;  but  in  free  countries  he 
could  readily  account  for  such  publications  ;  however, 
that  there  was  one,  which  wore  a  more  serious  aspect. 
as  indicative  of  the  sense  of  the  government,  and  he 

^  nia  letter  b  printed  nndtr  the  dite  o(  D«c«mber  asd,  ijgs. 
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alluded  to  Colonel  Innes's  report  of  his  proceedings 
in  Kentucky. 

In  my  noticing  this  part  of  Mr.  Morris's  communi- 
cation, I  tell  him,  that,  with  respect  to  the  publication 
of  that  report,  it  was  an  unauthorized  act,  and  de- 
clared by  that  gentleman,  as  soon  as  he  saw  it  in  the 
gazettes,  to  have  been  done  incorrectly  ;  and  that, 
with  relation  to  the  temper  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  it  respected  Great  Britain,  his 
Lordship  ought  not  to  be  surprised,  if  it  appeared 
disturbed  and  irritated,  after  the  sense  of  the  govern- 
ment had  been  so  often  expressed  in  strong  remon- 
strances against  the  conduct  of  the  Indian  agents, 
privateersmen,  impressment  of  our  seamen,  insults 
of  their  ships  of  war,  &c.,  &c.;  adding  that  it  afforded 
us  very  little  satisfaction,  that  they  disclaimed  these  as 
unauthorized  acts  (which  the  British  administration 
had  done  in  some  instances),  while  the  actors  were 
suffered  to  go  unpunished.  I  dwelt  chiefly  and  fully 
on  this  part  of  his  letter,  and  reminded  him  of  the 
indifference  with  which  the  advances  of  the  United 
States  to  form  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
as  well  since  as  before  the  establishment  of  the  present 
government,  had  been  received  :  and  concluded  by 
saying,  that  a  liberal  policy  towards  us  (though  I  did 
not  suppose  sentiments  of  that  sort  from  me  to  a 
member  of  the  British  administration  would  have 
much  weight)  was  the  only  road  to  a  perfect  recon- 
ciliation ;  and  that,  if  he  should  again  converse  with 
Lord  Grenville  on  this  subject,  he  was  at  llbertj-  uoj 
officially  to  express  these  as  my  sentiments. 
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Thus,  Sir.  you  have  the  substance,  candidly  related, 
of  a  letter,  which,  you  say  you  have  been  told  by  a 
person.  "  who  has  read  it,  has  produced  an  itl 
tffect,"  when  in  my  opinion  the  contrary  (viewing  It 
io  the  light  of  an  unreserved  and  confidential  com- 
munication) ought  to  have  been  produced.  For,  I 
repeat  it  again,  that  unless  my  pacilic  disposition  was 
displeasing,  nothing  else  could  have  given  umbrage 
by  the  most  rigid  construction  of  the  letter,  or  that 
will  show  in  the  remotest  degree  any  disposition  on 
my  part  to  favor  the  British  interests  in  their  dispute 
with  France. 

My  conduct  in  public  and  private  life,  as  it  relates 
to  the  important  struggle  in  which  the  latter  nation 
is  engaged,  has  been  uniform  from  the  commence- 
OKnt  of  it,  and  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words ; 
that  I  have  always  wished  well  to  the  French  revolu- 
tion ;  that  I  have  always  given  it  as  my  decided 
opinion,  that  no  nation  had  a  right  to  intermeddle  in 
the  internal  concerns  of  another ;  that  ever>'  one  had 
aright  to  form  and  adopt  whatever  government  they 
liked  best  to  live  under  themselves  ;  and  that,  if  this 
country  could,  consistently  with  Its  engagements, 
maintain  a  strict  neutrality  and  thereby  preserve 
peace,  it  was  bound  to  do  so  by  motives  of  policy, 
interest,  and  every  other  consideration,  that  ought  to 
actuate  a  people  situated  and  circumstanced  as  we  are, 
already  deeply  in  debt,  and  in  a  convalescent  state 
from  the  struggle  we  have  been  engaged  in  ourselves. 

On  these  principles  I  have  steadily  and  uniformly 
proceeded,  bidding  defiance  to  calumnies  calculated 
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to  SOW  the  seeds  of  distrust  in  the  French  nation,  and 
to  excite  their  belief  of  an  influence  possessed  by 
Great  Britain  in  the  councils  of  this  country,  than 
which  nothing  is  more  unfounded  and  injurious,  the 
object  of  its  pacific  conduct  being  truly  delineated 
above.     1  am,  &c. 


TO    AI.EXAXUEK    HAMILTON. 

[private,] 

PHiLAi>BLniiA,  S5  Aucttir. 

My  dear  Sir:  _ 

I  have  given  the  paper*  herewith  enclosed  several 
serious  and  attentive  readings,  and  prefer  it  greatly  to 
the  other  draughts,  being  more  copious  on  material 
points,  more  dignified  on  the  whole,  and  with  less 
egotism;  of  course,  less  exposed  to  criticism,  and 
better  calculated  to  meet  the  eye  of  discerning  rcad> 
ers  (foreigners  particularly,  whose  curiosity  I  have 
little  doubt  will  lead  them  to  inspect  it  attentively, 
and  to  pronounce  their  opinions  on  the  performance). 
When  the  first  draught  was  made,  besides  having 
an  eye  to  the  consideration  above  mentioned,  1 
thought  the  occasion  was  fair  (as  1  had  latterly  been 
the  subject  of  considerable  invective),  to  say  what  is 
there  contained  of  myself;    and  as  the  address  was 

'  "  About  a  fortnichl  xftt  (  wnt  you  a  ccrUJn  diaft.  I  imiit  leod  fiM  ta. 
olhcr  on  Ihc  plan  of  iijcurponiiion.  Whichever  you  m«)r  prefer,  if  iheie  be  inj 
pari  you  wi»h  to  tranvfct  from  one  to  another,  anjr  part  to  be  dusked,  or  i' 
thete  be  any  material  idea  In  your  trim  draft  vhich  hai  happened  lo  be  omitted, 
and  which  you  wisli  iiiirodu<;ed,  in  Bhorl,  il  ilieie  be  anything  /urthei  la  tfcc 
mttter  in  which  1  can  be  of  any  [lervicc],  I  will,  vtilli  <gnM  plcasurr. ' 
)^UT  coromandi." — llamiltoH  lo  Ifmiingliiti,  to  AuguM,  1796- 
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designed  in  a  more  especial  manner  for  the  yeomanry 
of  this  country,  I  conceived  it  was  proper  they  should 
be  informed  of  the  object  of  that  abuse — the  silence 
with  which  it  had  been  treated,  and  the  consequences 
which  would  naturally  flow  from  such  unceasing  and 
virulent  attempts  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  the  ex- 
ecutive part  of  the  government ;  and  that  it  was  best 
to  do  it  in  language  that  was  plain  and  intelligible  to 
their  understandings. 

The  draught  now  sent  comprehends  the  most,  if 
not  all  these  matters — is  better  expressed — and,  I  am 
persuaded,  goes  as  far  as  it  ought  with  respect  to  any 
personal  mention  of  myself. 

I  should  have  seen  no  occasion  myself  for  its  under- 
going a  revision  ;  but  as  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult., 
which  accompanied  it,  intimates  a  wish  to  do  this,  and 
knowing  that  it  can  be  more  correctly  done  after  a 
vnting  has  been  out  of  sight  for  some  time,  than  while 
it  is  in  hand.  I  send  it  in  conformity  thereto,  with  a 
request,  however,  that  you  would  return  it  as  soon  as 
>'ou  have  carefully  re-examined  it ;  for  it  is  my  intention 
■  to  hand  it  to  the  public  before  1  leave  this  city,  to 
"  which  I  came  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  General 

IPinckney,  receiving  the  ministers  from  Spain  and 
Holland,  and  for  the  despatch  of  other  business  which 
could  not  be  so  well  executed  by  written  communica- 
tions between  the  heads  of  departments  and  myself, 
why  oral  conferences.  So  soon  as  these  are  accom- 
plished, I  shall  return  ;  at  any  rate,  !  expect  to  do  so 
hy.or  before,  the  tenth  of  next  month,  for  the  purpose 
ol  bringing  up  my  family  for  the  winter. 
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I  shall  expunge  all  that  is  marked  in  the  paper  as 
unimportant.  &c.,  &c. ;  and  as  you  perceive  some 
marginal  notes,  written  with  a  pencil,  I  pray  you  to  give 
the  sentiments  so  noticed  mature  consideration.  After 
which,  and  in  every  other  part,  if  change  or  alteration 
takes  place  in  the  draught,  let  them  be  so  clearly  in- 
terlined, erased,  or  referred  to  in  the  margin,  as  that 
no  mistake  may  happen  in  copying  it  fpr  the  press. 

To  what  editor  in  this  city  do  you  think  it  had  best 
be  sent  for  publication  ?  Will  it  be  proper  to  accom- 
pany it  with  a  note  to  him,  expressing  (as  the  principal 
design  of  it  is  to  remove  doubts  at  the  next  election), 
that  it  is  hoped,  or  expected,  that  the  State  printers 
will  give  it  a  place  in  their  gazettes,  or  preferable  to 
let  it  be  carried  by  my  private  secreLirj'  to  that  press 
which  is  destined  to  usher  it  to  the  world,  and  suffer 
it  to  work  its  way  afterwards  ?  If  you  think  the  first 
most  clicrible,  let  me  ask  you  to  sketch  such  a 


S 


as  you  may  judge  applicable  to  the  occasion. 
With  affectionate  regard,  I  am  always  yours. 


TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

[PKIVATS.] 

PtauLDELTHU,  I  SepKmbci,  1 

My  Dear  Sir. 

About  the  middle  of  last  week  I  wrote  to  youj_ 
and  that  it  might  escape  the  eye  of  the  inquisiti^ 
(for  some  of  my  letters  have  lately  been  pried  into), 
I  took  the  liberty  of  putting  it  under  a  cover  to 
Jay. 

Since  then,  revolving  on  the  paper  that  was  lE 
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dosed  therein,  on  the  various  matters  it  contained, 
and  on  the  first  expression  of  the  advice  or  recom- 
mendation which  was  given  in  it,  I  have  regretted 
that  another  subject  (which  in  my  estimation  is  of 
interesting  concern  to  the  well-being  of  this  country) 
was  not  touched  upon  also  ; — I  mean  education  gen- 
erally, as  one  of  the  surest  means  of  enlightening 
and  giving  just  ways  of  thinking  to  our  citi7cns,  but 
particularly  the  establishment  of  a  universit)' ;  where 
the   youth    from    all    parts   of   the    United    Stales 
might  receive  the  polish  of  erudition   in  the   arts, 
sciences,  and   belles-lettres  ;  and   where   those  who 
were  disposed   to   run   a  political  course  might  not 
only  be  instructed  in  the  theory  and  principles,  but 
(this  seminary  being  at  the  seat  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment) where  the  legislature  would  be  in  session 
half  the  year,  and  the  interests  and  politics  of  the 
nation  of  course  would  be  discussed,  they  would  lay 
the  surest  foundation  for  the  practical  part  also. 

But  that  which  would  render  it  of  the  highest 
importance,  in  my  opinion,  is,  that  the  Juvenal  period 
of  life,  when  friendships  are  formed,  and  habits  estab* 
IbKcd.  that  will  stick  by  one ;  the  youth  or  young 
from  different  parts  of  the  United  States  would 
assembled  together,  and  would  by  degrees  dis- 
cover that  there  was  not  that  cause  for  those  jealous- 
ies and  prejudices  which  one  part  of  the  Union  had 
imbibed  against  another  part : — of  course,  sentiments 
of  more  liberality  in  the  general  policy  of  the  coun- 
try would  result  from  it.  What  but  the  mixing  of 
people  from  different  parts  of  the  United  States  duf^ 
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war  rubbed  on  tnese  impressions  ?  A  cen- 
tury, in  the  ordinary  intercourse,  would  not  have 
accomplished  what  the  seven  years'  association  in 
arms  did  ;  but  that  ceasing,  prejudices  are  beginning 
to  revive  again,  and  never  will  be  eradicated  so  effectu- 
ally by  any  other  means  as  the  intimate  intercourse 
of  characters  in  early  life, — who,  in  all  probability, 
will  be  at  the  head  of  the  counsels  of  this  countr)'  in 
a  more  advanced  stage  of  it. 

To  show  that  this  is  no  new  idea  of  mine,  I  may 
appeal  to   my  early  communications   to  Congress; 
and  to  prove  how  seriously   I   have  reflected  on  it 
since,  and  how  well  disposed  I  have  been,  and  still 
am,  to  contribute  my  aid  towards  carr)'ing  the  meas-    I 
ure  into  effect,  1  inclose  you  the  extract  of  a  letter    i 
from  me  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  on  this  subject. 
and  a  copy  of  the  resolves  of  the  legislature  of  thai    , 
State  in  consequence  thereof.  ^H 

t  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  this  donatio^ 
(when  the  navigation  is  in  complete  operation,  which 
it  certainly  will  be  in  less  than  two  years),  will  amount 
to  ^1200  to  j^isoo  sterling  a  year,  and  become  a 
rapidly    increasing    fund.      The    proprietors    of    the 
federal  city  have  talked  of  doing  something  hand- 
some towards  it  likewise  ;  and  if  Congress  would 
appropriate  some  of  the  western  lands  to  the  same 
uses,  funds  sufficient,  and  of  the  most   permanent 
and  increasing  sort,  might  be  so  established  as  to  in- 
vite the  ablest  professors  in  Europe  to  conduct  it. 

Let  me  pray  you.  therefore  to  introduce  a  section 
in  the  address  expressive  of  these  sentiments,  and 
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recommendatory  of  the  measure,  without  any  men- 
tion. howe%'er.  of  my  proposed  personal  contribution 
to  the  plan. 

Such  a  section  would  come  in  very  property  after 
the  one  which  relates  to  our  religious  obligations,  or 
in  a  preceding  part,  as  one  of  the  recommendatory 
measures  to  counteract  the  evils  arising  from  geo- 
graphical discriminations.  With  affectionate  regard, 
I  am  alwa>'3.' 

TO  JOHN  QUINCV  ADAMS. 
DeAK  Sir  PM»jti>rLraia,  II  SqiteBbcr,  1796. 

To  open  a  correspondence  with  you  on  so  trifling 
a  subject,  as  that  which  gives  birth  to  this  letter, 
would  hardly  be  justified,  were  it  not  for  the  singu- 

^H  '  **  I  rcWn  ibe  dnfi,  ooRcctc4  ifrMtUf  to  jv(u  intuDUioMt,  Voa  will 
^■fcasre  «  tioit  pancnph  added  rMptctfaiK  c4nc«dn.  A*  i«  llic  ciiaMUk- 
^■iwst  o(  K  natmiil;,  it  it  a  pout  whidi,  in  conacctioa  willi  tb«  Haimy 
^kook.  M»d  loMc  olbct  Uiinga.  t  ncul,  agrccftlitr  lo  joat  <feiirc,  to  nigfeU 
M  JVK  ••  (MUt  oJ  ]W«r  tp«tch  >l  lb«  ofxalBK  at  lh«  ttmion.  There  will  levenl 
tbcrv  mach  txltct  than  in  ■  |^i>n»l  iditraw  to  IbB  people,  vhlch 
wv«ld  (Well  the  iddrcu  lea  moclL  ll*d  I  hcajih  raoasfa,  t(  wu  ny 
la  bavc  writifii  it  over,  la  wUdi  caae  I  itiald  both  bate  tmpraved 
•hiilCcd.  Bat  tbii  h  D0(  ibc  cm*.  I  aecn  sow  (o  hue  icgialarly  ■ 
■f  ill  beslth  crery  fmuncr.  I  lUnk  it  wiQ  be  tdTiMble  tkmflj  to  teiird 
A«  aMrat  bf  yotu-  ■•<T«tMT  10  l>m)*|t.  It  will,  of  eo«c*e.  find  !u  war  '"'■> 
•D  A«  Otha*  papo*-  Sona  pen««  oa  tbc  ipot  ongtit  lo  be  cfaargvd  with  a 
ibnM  rttmin"i'-  of  the  iwprewioa  by  ibe  ptvot-A^n." — Hamilitm  tt 
H^ttUngUu,  J  SeiitcmbcT,  1796. 

"  To  be  caadid,  t  nin<b  qneMiAB  wbrllm  a  reconBCBduioo  of  thii  ■«••• 
afc  Id  tbc  lepdatim  aiU  baiv  ■  b«itei  eflccl  bmv  than  /rrmtrly.  Ii  nuf  ibov, 
Mdiad,  my  waM  o4  iulnp«naaM.  udibM  laaMCdeai  lo(liicnn*n(  m-itbai/to 
hn*(th(n»anerbe(anlbepablic.  taKHM  ihapeoraaath«T,  ai  thecloiiiig*ce»ei 
•f  tty  poHlkal  caJt.  My  cftjen  for  ptopodDg  to  tiu«ti  tl  abeie  I  did  (U  not 
iMftopaf >.  ■■*  w  art  tl«  people  r«nilaaUfi(  on  the  iaport«ate  of  lb*  Maaam, 
■a  dM  mam  Gkely  meaaa  ol  bringiBC  it  to  paaa.'—  tfviimgUm  U  Jftmitltm, 
>  Iap»f  bar.  179^ 
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larity  of  the  case.   This  singularity  will,  I  hope,  apol- 
ogize for  the  act. 

Some  time  ago,  perhaps  two  or  three  months.  I 
read  in  some  gazette,  but  was  so  little  impressed  wit}i 
it  at  the  time  (conceiving  it  to  be  one  of  those  things, 
which  get  into  newspapers  nobody  knows  how  or 
why),  that  I  cannot  now  recollect  whether  the  gazette 
was  of  American  or  foreign  production,  announcing, 
that  a  celebrated  artist  had  presented,  or  was  about 
to  present,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  a 
sword  of  masterly  workmanship,  as  an  evidence  of 
his  veneration,  &c- 

I  thought  no  more  of  the  matter  afterwards,  until 
a  gentleman  with  whom  I  have  no  acquaintance,  com- 
ing from  and  going  to  I  know  not  where,  at  a  lavctn 
I  never  could  get  information  of,  came  across  thd 
sword  (for  it  is  presumed  to  be  the  same),  pawooi 
for  thirty  dollars,  which  he  paid,  left  it  in  Alexandrii. 
nine  miles  from  my  house  in  Virginia,  with  a  person 
who  refunded  him  the  money,  and  sent  the  sword 
me. 


n 


This  is  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn  of  this  curious 
affair.  The  blade  is  highly  wrought,  and  decorated 
with  many  military  emblems.  It  has  my  name  en- 
graved thereon,  and  the  following  inscription,  trans- 
lated from  the  Dutch,  "  Condemtur  of  des^tism.  Prt- 
server  of  Liberty,  gloriaus  Man,  take  frotn  my  S<nit 
hands  this  Sword.  I  beg  yon.  A.  Sollingen."  The 
hilt  is  either  gold,  or  richly  plated  with  that  metal, 
and  the  whole  carries  with  it  the  form  of  an  horse- 
man's sword  or  long  sabre. 
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The  matter,  as  far  as  it  appears  at  present,  is  a 
perfect  enigma.  How  it  should  have  come  into  this 
country  without  a  letter,  or  an  accompanying  mes- 
sage, how  aftenvards  it  should  have  got  into  such 
loose  hands,  and  whither  the  person  having  it  in  pos- 
session was  steering  his  course,  remain  as  yet  to  be 
explained.  Some  of  them,  probably,  can  only  be  ex- 
plained by  the  maker,  and  the  maker  Is  no  otherwise 
to  be  discovered  than  by  the  inscription  and  name, 
"A.  SoLLiNCEN,"  who,  from  the  impression  which 
dwells  on  my  mind,  is  of  Amsterdam. 

If,  Sir,  with  this  clew  you  can  developethe  history 
of  this  sword,  the  value  of  it.  the  character  of  the 
maker,  and  his  probable  object  in  sending  it,  it  would 
oblige  me  ;  and,  by  relating  these  facts  to  him,  might 
obviate  doubts,  which  otherwise  might  be  entertained 
by  him  of  its  fate  or  its  reception.  With  great  es- 
teem and  regard,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.' 

'When  Mt.  Ail«in*  received  IhU  Idler  he  wai  «t  Ihe  Hague,  M  mtnitler 
Ina  Ihe  Uaited  SliUs  in  HoUiad.  Meanwhile  Geuermi  Wuhinglon  obtained 
KdB{e*cc«(Uie  word  from  •  Ictlctwritlcn  lohimbythcininufiiciurcT,  whoie 
Mbb  wtt  TbeOphllat  Alt.  and  m  ho  re&iiled  >l  SolUngen.  ticar  DusnelitDit. 

ItMnm  that,  in  Ihe  t^c  1795.  a  ton  of  Mi.  Ail  lia'J  t:oaie  to  America  :  and 
bi  hiker  KM  b;  him  ■  nrord  of  cnrioui  workmBmhip.  made  ai  his  own  manu. 
fcctcrr,  anil  iiitctlbed  ai  above,  dliecllnu  him  10  iirneiit  it  tn  the  Pmi'lcni.  at 
"fWontr  man,  irbuin  he  knew  of,  thai  hod  acitKl  in  a  di»nier»ted  manner  for 
Itebappinest  of  bit  countrr."     The  ion  arrived  in  I'hiladelphii ;  and.  not  un- 

iEnCa*ding  tbc  laajrnage.  eiihei  through  timidity,  or  for  «cime  other  cauae  not 
kaown,  he  did  not  call  on  Ihe  Pretidenl  with  the  sword,  bul  lold  it  at  a  tavern, 

«ad  vcBl  airaj  without  givinic  notke  oE  the  place  it  which  he  might  be  found. 

More  Iban  a  year  alterwardu  the  father  wrote  1  lettec  \a  Washinglun  inquiring 

ibMl  faiBU     Tbe  sword  is  now  in  Iha  powession  of  MIb  Alice  L.  Riggi.  o4 

WttUactttii,  D.  C. 
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to  charles  cotesworth  l>incknev. 

[private,] 

Philadel-phia,  isSeplvmbcT, 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

After  furnishing  you  with  the  foilowing  copies  of 
letters,  it  is  scarcely  ncccssarj*  to  add  any  thing  by 
way  of  explanation  of  my  motives  for  doing  it.  H  ow- 
ever,  I  will  briefly  add,  that,  from  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Gouvemeur  Morris  in  Europe  up  to  the  date  of  his 
last  letter  to  me  in  June  of  the  present  year,  I  have 
received  much  interesting  and  useful  information  from 
him  respecting  the  political  state  of  things  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  that,  from  the  multiplicity 
of  business  with  which  I  have  been  overwhelmed 
continually,  I  ver)'  rarely  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
his  letters ;  but  upon  receiving  that  of  the  3d  of  July, 
1795,  a  copy  of  which  follows.  I  was  struck  forcibly 
with  the  idea,  as  well  from  the  style  and  manner,  as 
from  its  being  confined  to  a  single  subject,  that  it  had 
passed,  or  was  intended  to  pass,  under  the  eye  of 
Lord  Grenville,  although  no  intimation  thereof  was 
given  to  me. 

Under  this  impression,  it  was  natural  to  suppose, 
that  my  answer  or  the  result  of  it  would  also  be  com- 
municated  to  that  minister.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to 
frame  it  accordingly,  that  Lord  Grenville  might  find 
from  that  mode,  as  well  as  from  the  ordinarj-  course 
of  official  communications,  in  what  light  the  people 
of  this  country  viewed  the  conduct  of  his  towards  it. 

1  little  expected,  indeed,  that  a  private  letter  of 
mine  to  a  friend  would  have  found  a  place  in  the  bu- 
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reau  of  the  French  Directory.  Less  should  I  have 
suspected,  that  any  exception  would  or  could  be  taken 
at  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  one  that  has  got 
there.  But,  as  intimations  of  the  contrary  have  been 
given  in  Colonel  Monroe's  letter,  I  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  furnish  you  with  all  the  documents  rela- 
tive thereto,  with  this  short  history  of  the  rise  and 
progfress  of  it ;  that  you  may  be  enabled,  if  more  is 
said  on  the  subject,  and  occasion  should  require  it,  to 
set  the  matter  right  by  a  plain  and  simple  statement 
of  facts.     With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 


FAREWELL  ADDRESS. 


FAREWELL  ADDRESS' 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


September  17TEI,  1796. 


Friemds,  and  Fellow-Citizens, 

The  period  for  a  new  election  of  a  Citizen,  to 
administer  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
Stales,  being  not  far  distant,  and  the  time  actually 
anived,  when  your  thoughts  must  be  employed  in 
designating  the  person,  who  Is  to  be  clothed  with 


Hamilton's  draft. 

Augmt.  17i}6. 

7he  period  for  a  new  election  of  a  citizcD  to  ndminisicr  the 
««niti%x  govemmenl  of  the  United  States  being  not  very  dis- 
L    ^l,aad  the  time  actually  arrived  when  your  thoughts  must  be 

■  osploycd  in  designating  the  person  who  is  to  be  clothed  with 

H       ne£tH  fonn  oi  a  (irevell  sil'lrcjt  was  jitinleil  in  Vol.  XII..  123,  ind  Ilia 

■  'Hsdaft  oMpa^e  194  ot  IhU  volami:.  The  various  Ictlcts  10  Hamilion  will 
V*"**&ediflefC(it  nagn  Ihc  paper  mtide  lownids  completion.  On  receiving 
''^  Be  Baal  MTtetaa  (rom  Himitcon,  Wuhlngton  nude  ■  laic  t-apy  of  il.  and  ihc 

***«»»  WM  wbmlllrf  W  Ihc  Cabinet  {FicitriHgCi<  yi>ha  C.  NamillaH).      "■  A 

■  ^<»J»  before  llie  appeuaneeof  ihii  highlir  inicrciling  Doi/unienc  in  print,  I 
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that  important  trust  for  anothof-torm,  it  appears  to 
me  proper,  especially  as  it  may  conduce  to  a  more  dis- 
tinct expression  of  the  public  voice,  that  I  should  now 
apprise  you  of  the  resolution  I  have  formed,  to  de- 
cline being  considered  among  the  number  of  those, 
out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be  made. 

I  beg  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  me  the  justice 
to  be  assured,  that  this  resolution  has  not  been  taken, 
without  a  strict  regard  to  all  the  considerations 
appertaining  to  the  relation,  which  binds  a  dutiful 


iitioB     I 


th*t  important  trust  for  another  tcnn,  it  sppears  to  me  prop 
and  cupcciaily  ns  it  may  conduce  to  a  more  distinct  expression  i 
the  public  voice,  that  I  should  now  apprise  you  of  the  resolution 
I  have  formed  to  decline  being  considered  among  the  number  t 
those  out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be  made. 

I  beg  you,  nevertheless,  to  be  assured  that  the  resolution  whkh 
I  announce  has  not  been  taken  without  a  strict  regard  to  all 
the  consideintions  attached  to  the  relation  which,  as  a  dutiful 

rwtivetl  *  Met$nge  from  ilie  Pruidcnl  by  his  Pri»»le  Secrelarj',  C«l.  L«u.ti(' 
nifying  hit  dnire  to  tee  me.  1  wnitcd  on  him  U  Ilie  appmnud  lini«,  andfooad 
himutting  alun«  intlic  Drawing  Room.  He  Roeived  me  verykiadlj.  siidaftv 
poying  my  rcipecU  to  him.  dcMled  me  lo  lake  a  m«i  ncm  him  ;  then  aildrei» 
jug  himtetf  lo  me,  uild.  that  h«  hud  for  »OTac  lime  contsm|>1>lcd  witbdnwnf 
from  Public  LiFe,  and  bad  at  length  coududed  to  do  w  at  the  end  of  (be[ilM*] 
present  term  ;  that  ho  hul  lomc  Thoughts  and  Refleccioiu  on  the  occKrion, 
vtitch  he  deemed  proper  lo  communicjiiG  to  the  People  of  the  United  Statn, 
and  which  he  wished  to  appcsr  in  ilic  Daily  AdvrrHitr,  of  which  1  wa>  Pn> 
prielor  Mid  Editor.  He  paused,  and  [  took  occonon  to  thank  bim  tor  kmnf 
telecled  thai  P;per  ai  the  chaonel  of  communication  to  the  Public,  etpccially 
a»  1  viewed  this  choice  a«  an  evidence  of  hlk  a)iptuliaticn  of  the  principlw  and 
manner  in  which  Ih*  work  was  conducted.  He  lilenily  aKtntcd,  and  atk«d 
me  when  I  could  nuke  the  publication.  1  answered  that  the  Uaie  sboold  be 
made  perfectly  convenient  to  bimtetf,  and  the  fDllowIn|{  Monday  ir««  Gxcdoa; 
— he  iticn  said  that  hin  Secretary  wiiuhl  deliver  mc  Ihe  Copy  on  lb*  Batmorn- 
ing  (Friday]  and  I  Hithdrcw. — After  Ihe  Prooi  iheet  had  been  carefully  i 
pared  with  the  Copy  and  corrected  by  myself,  I  car 


citizen  to  his  country — and  that,  in  withdrawing  the 

lender  of  servHcc  which  silence  in  my  situation  might 

I    imply.   I   am  intluenced  by   no   diminution   of  zeal 

fefor  your  future  interest,  no  deficiency  of  grateful 

H^pect  for  your  past  kindness ;  but  act  under  am 

supported  by  a  full  conviction  that  the  step  is  com- 

pacible  with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continuance  hitherto  in, 
the  ofificc  to  which  your  suffrages  have  twice  called 
me.  have  been  a  uniform  sacrifice  of  inclination  to 


I 


) 


I 


cHiuTK  1  bear  to  my  couniry,  and  that  in  withdrawing  the  tender 
<A  jay  services,  which  silence  in  my  situation  might  imply.  I  am 
inBucnced  by  do  diminution  of  zeal  for  its  future  interest,  nor  bjr 
inj-  deficiency  of  grateful  respect  for  its  past  kindness,  but  by  a 
fall  conviction  that  such  a  step  is  compatible  with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  the  continuance  hitherto  in  the  office 
w  •hich  your  suffrages  have  twice  called  me,  ha*  been  a  uniform 
Stthfice  of  private  inclination  to  the  opinion  of    public  duty 

tobtaanuBedby  ifac  Pieudeni.wbointtde  but  f ew  altcratjoni  ftom  the  Origi- 
•d,  SKCpt  IB  Ilia  puocIiiatioTi,  in  which  he  wi»  very  miitutc.  The  publication 
^  Itetddnst  bearing  the  tame  dnte  with  the  Pnpci,  Seplembcr  igth,  I7i)6, 
Wafranpleled,  I  wuled  on  the  rmidcnt  with  tht  Orisind.  and  in  pmcniing 
ll  u  Um,  exprvtMd  how  much  I  thnuhl  he  gnttlfteil  hy  being  permitled  to 
■Ws  it :  spoD  which  in  the  mcul  obliging  manner,  tie  hantlnl  it  back  lu  tue, 
■^iig,ibi  U  I  wttbcd  [or  it.  1  m^i  keep  it ; — and  I  lixdcniyltiava." — StaU' 
•or  •/  Ot^  C  Oaypcelt. 

TIm  addroB  ha*  bcm  printed  (rom  the  original  MS.  by  Jamca  Lenox  (rSso), 
ttj  I  btre  foQciwed  thai  imprint.  It  was  from  the  newspaper  ihsi  ■  sccrtitaiy 
tWajllnjj  it  into  the  rtcridenl'i  Iclta-book.  snd  Spailti  alia  followed  th« 
mip^ia  Tcnwn.  The  orielnal  MS.  is  In  the  Lenox  Library.  Nev  Vorlc. 
^  Hunilton  •JnlEi  «c  in  Ihc  Dopajlmcnt  of  Siite,  WahhinEion.  Itornoe 
fcucy  made  a  tnll  "  Inquiry  imit  Ikt  Formation  of  Wa$hiHgian'i  Farriaill 
t^at"  {i^l/^}.  Ko  other  political  paper  by  an  American  hat  been  leprinied 
"aanj  ilniM,  and  the  addreia  has  become  a  clattic. 

Tk  jUi/aheraliont  in  Hamillon'«  draft  ue  *havm  in  flamillon't  tVfrts 
tU^t^atdibcny.  m..  143. 
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the  opinion  of  duty,  and  to  a  deference   for  what 
appeared  to  be  your  desire. — I  constantly  hoped,  that     ^ 
it  would  have  been  much  earlier  in  my  power,  cott^ 
sistently  with  motives,  which  I  was  not  at  liberty  tdH 
disregard,  to  return  to  that  retirement,  from  which  I 
had  been  reluctantly  drawn. — The  strength  of  my  in-    j 
clination  to  do  this,  previous  to  the  last  election,  had    ' 
even  led  to  the  preparation  of  an  address  to  declare     | 
it  to  you ;  but  mature  reflectton  on  the  then  per- 
plexed  and    critical    posture    of    our    affairs    with 
foreign  Nations,  and  the  unanimous  advice  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  my  confidence,  impelled  me  to  abat^y 
don  the  idea. —  fl 

I  rejoice  that  the  state  of  your  concerns,  external 
as  well  as  internal,  no  longer  renders  the  pursuit  o^H 
inclination  incompatible  with  the  sentiment  of  duty^^ 
or  propriety  ;  and  *h»t  am  persuaded,  whatever  ^2X' 
tiality-any  poftton  of  you  may  yot  potnin  may  be  re- 


coinciding  with  what  appeared  to  be  yoor  wishes.  I  had  con- 
stantly hoped  that  it  would  have  been  much  earlier  in  my-  powet, 
consisicntly  with  motives  which  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  disregard, 
to  return  to  that  retiiemeni  from  which  Ihoit  mcltvit  had  reluc- 
tantly drawn  me. 

The  strength  of  my  desire  to  withdraw  previous  to  the  1 
election,  had  even  led  to  the  preparation  of  an  address  to  declare 
it  to  yoii,  but  deliberate  reflection  on  the  very  critical  and  per- 
plexed posture  of  our  affairs  with  foreign  nations,  and  the  unani- 
mous advice  of  men  every  way  entitled  to  my  coofideocc,  obliged 
me  to  abandon  the  idea. 

I  rejoice  that  t))e  state  of  your  national  coiKems,  external  as 
well  as  internal,  no  longer  renders  the  pursuit  of  my  inclinaiioa 
incompatible  with  the  sentiment  of  duty  or  propriety,  and  that 
whatever  partiality  any  portion  of  you  may  still  retain  for  my 
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tained  for  my  sen-ices.  that-«¥«n  thoy,  in  the  present 

t circumstances  of  our  countrj',  you  will  not  disapprove 
my  determination  to  retire. 
The  impressions,  ■mtdef  with  which  I  first  ftceepted 
andertook  the  arduous  trust,  were  explained  on  the 
proper  occasion. — In  the  discharge  of  this  trust.  I  will 
only  say,  that  I  have,  with  good  intentions,  con- 
tributed -!«■  towards  the  organization  and  administra- 
tion of  the  government,  the  best  exertions  of  which 
a  very  fallible  judgment  was  capable. — Not  uncon- 

Iscious,  in  the  outset,  of  the  inferiority  of  my  quali- 
fications, experience  in  my  own  eyes,  perhaps 
stiU  more  in  the  eyes  of  others,  has  not  looflonod 
strengthened  the  motives  to  diffidence  of  mj-self ;  and 
wer>'  day  the  increasing  weight  of  years  admonishes 
me  more  and  more,  that  the  shade  of  retirement  is 
L  a*  necessary''  to  me  as  it  will  be  welcome. — Satisfied, 
H  that,  if  any  circumstances  have  given  peculiar  value 

W  Mnices,  ihey,  under  (he  existing  circunistancea  of  our  country, 
I       ■ill  not  tlisapprore  the  resolution  I  have  formed. 

The  impressions  under  which  I  first  accepted  the  arduous 
'1  lri»t  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States  were  explained  on 
the  proper  occasion.  In  the  discharge  of  this  trust,  I  can  onlf 
ttftlut  I  have,  with  pure  inicntions.  contributed  towards  the 
otguiiaiion  and  administration  of  the  govemmcnl  the  beat  exer- 
tions of  which  a  very  fallible  judgment  was  capable  ;  that  con- 
Kious  at  the  outset  of  the  infeiionly  of  my  qualifications,  for  the 
■Mion,  experience  in  my  own  eyes,  and  perhaps  still  more  in 
tlioie  of  others,  has  not  diminished  in  me  the  diffidence  of  myself 
~^ad  erery  day  the  increasing  weight  of  years  admonishes  me 
tture  and  more  that  the  shade  of  retirement  is  as  necessary  as  it 
wiil  be  welcome  to  me.  Satisfied  thai  if  any  circumstances  have 
pTcn  a  peculiar  value  to  my  services,  they  were  temporary,  I 
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to  my  scn'iccs,  they  were  temporary,  I  have  the  con- 
solation to  believe,  that,  while  choice  and  prudence 
invite  me  to  quit  the  political  scene,  patriotism 
not  forbid  it. 


1  da^j 


May  i  Qlftft'hQve  that-of-bnowlng  in  my  rotraati 
thM-<l'K>-tf*vf4*in<flry  orrofG, — I — have  prolwhly  mCqhw 
mittodi  havo  baon  th»  coyrces  of.  no-awriou*  or  lasting 
mttwhwf-  to  our  ■«>yn;ry.  1 — may  th»ft-a»ip«<t  to 
f«Qlw«i- without  alloyi  U*»  6w«»t  enjoyment  of  par- 
lokingi  in  tho  midot  of'iwy-feHow  citi»e(Wr-U»&  benign 
■mfliience  of  t;ood  law&-undor  o  fr^o  eyo^ornmont ;  the 
over  f^vof *to  ob jo^t  ot  wty  ln».tFti  and  the  l>in*)>y  f owofdi 
I  trusti  of  our  mutual  oareoi  dangerc  and  laboygfc' 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment,  which  is  in- 
tended to  terminate  the  career  of  my  public  life,  my 
feelings  do  not  permit  me  to  suspend  the  deep  ac- 
knowledgment demondod  by  of  that  debt  of  gratitude. 


have  the  connoUtion  to  believe  thnt  while  inclinatioD  and  pru- 
dence uige  me  to  recede  from  the  political  scene,  patriotism  docs 
not  forbid  it.  May  I  also  have  that  of  knowing  in  my  rctrcai, 
that  the  involuntary  errors  which  I  have  probably  coromined 
have  been  the  causes  of  no  serious  or  lasting  mischief  to  ray 
country,  and  thus  be  spared  the  anguish  of  regrets  which  would 
disturb  the  repose  of  my  retreat  and  embitter  the  remnant  of  my 
life  \  I  may  then  expect  to  realize,  without  alloy,  the  pure  en- 
joyment of  partaking,  in  the  inid«  of  my  fellow  cttixens.  of  the 
benign  influence  of  good  laws  underafrec  government  ;  theulti- 
mate  object  of  all  my  wishes,  and  to  which  I  look  as  the  happy 
reward  of  our  mutual  labors  and  dangers. 
In  looking  forward  to  the  moment  which  is  to  terminate  the 


IPS     ' 


'  On  the  margin  ogaintt  thit  paragnph  Washini^on  wrote,  "  obliKnIcd  la 
•void  the  impmatian  at  a^Ktcd  modesty." 
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which  I  owe  to  my  beloved  country, — for  the  many 
honors  it  has  conferred  upon  me ;  still  more  for  the 
stedfast  confidence  with  which  it  has  supported  me ; 
and  for  the  opportunities  I  have  thence  enjoyed  of 
manifesting  my  inviolable  attachment,  by  services 
faithful  and  persevering,  though  unequal  in  uoofulnwfla 
in  usefulness  unequal  to  my  zeal. — If  benefits  have  re- 
sulted to  our  countr)'  from  these  services,  let  it  always 
be  remembered  to  your  praise,  and  as  an  instructive 
example  in  our  annals,  that  the-  eowfltano^'  of  your 
>u}i)*ort  under  circumstances  in  which  the  Passions 
^iiated  in  every  direction  were  liable  to  wandcf 
ftftd — fluBtunto  mislead,  amidst  appearances  some- 
times dubious,  vicissitudes  of  fortune  often  discour- 
a^ng,  in  situations  in  which  not  unfrequently  want 
of  success  has  countenanced  the  spirit  of  criticism, 
the  constancy  of  your  support  was  the  essential  prop 


oner  o(  my  public  life,  my  sensations  do  not  pcmiit  mc  to  sas- 
pead  the  deep  scknowledfimcDts  required  by  thai  debt  of  grati- 
tDdc,  which  I  owe  to  my  beloved  country,  for  the  maoy  honors  it 
ha  confcrml  upon  me,  still  more  for  the  diatinguiahed  and 
llcidfast  confidence  it  has  reposed  in  me,  and  for  the  opportuni- 
linil  has  thus  aHorded  me  of  mantfesling  my  inviolable  utt.tch- 
■eni,  by  sen-ices  faithful  and  persevering — however  the  inade- 
ftatcness  of  my  faculties  may  have  ill  seconded  my  zeal.  If 
bae6ts  h^ve  resulted  to  you,  my  fellow  citizens,  from  these 
Wnioo,  let  il  always  be  remembered  to  your  praise,  and  as  an 
■Mnictive  example  in  our  annals,  that  the  constancy  of  your 
nppon  amidiit  appearance:!  ijiibtotis,  vicissitudes  of  fortune  often 
diuouragiDg,  and  in  situations  in  which  not  unfrequently,  want 
cf  Mccess  has  seconded  the  criticisms  of  malevolence,  u-as  the 
t*Maittl  prop  of  the  efforts  and  the  guaranty  of  the  measures  by 
■Well  tbcy  were  achieved. 
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of  the  efforts,  and  A*  a  jfuarantee  of  the  plans  by 
which  they  were  effected. — Profoundly  penetrated 
with  this  idea,  I  shall  carry  it  with  mc  to  the  grave, 
as  a  strong  incitement  to  unceasing  vows  tht;  Mnly  r» 
tuw>  1  can  henceforth  molto  that  Heaven  may  continue 
to  you  the  choicest  tokens  of  its  beneficence — that 
your  union  and  brotherly  affection  may  be  perpetual 
— that  the  free  constitution,  which  is  the  work  of  your 
hands,  may  be  sacredly  maintained — that  its  adminis- 
tration in  everj'  department  may  be  stamped  with  wis- 
dom and  virtue — that,  in  fine,  the  happiness  of  the 
people  of  these  States,  under  the  auspices  of  liberty, 
may  be  made  complete,  by  so  careful  \  preservation 
and  so  pnident  a  use  of  this  blessing  as  will  acquire  to 
them  the  glory  »^qiati-^faeliaii  of  recommending  it  to 
the  applause,  the  affection,  and  adoption  of  evci^^ 
nation,  which  is  yet  a  stranger  to  it.  ^H 

Here,  perhaps.  I  ought  to  stop. — But  a  solicitude 


Profoundly  penetnied  with  (his  idea,l  shall  carry  it  withraeto 
my  retiKment,  and  lo  my  grave,  as  a  lively  iaciteineni  to  unceai- 
ing  vows  (the  only  returns  I  can  henceforth  make)  that  Hcavco 
may  continue  to  you  the  choicest  tokens  of  its  beneficence, 
merited  by  national  piety  and  morality;  that  your  union  and 
brotherly  affection  may  be  perpetual ;  that  the  free  Constitution, 
which  is  the  work  of  your  own  hands,  may  be  sacredly  main- 
tained :  that  its  sdministration  in  every  deparimcni  may  be 
stamped  with  wisdom  and  virtue  ;  ihst,  in  fine,  the  happiness  of 
the  people  of  these  States  under  the  auspices  of  liberty  may  be 
made  complete,  by  so  careful  a  preservation,  and  so  prudent  i 
use  of  this  blessing,  as  will  acquire  tbem  the  glorious  satisfactio 
of  recommending  it  to  the  affection,  the  praise,  and  the  adopttc 
of  every  nation  which  is  yet  a  stranger  to  it- 
Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  stop,  but  a  solicitude  for  your  i 


I 


for  your  welfare,  which  cannot  end  but  with  my  life, 
and  the  apprehension  of  danger,  natural  to  that  so- 
licitude, cngwtrngpd  by- the  fomombronoe-of-  yoiir  in- 
dulgent fcccption  of  my  oontimonta  on  on  oooaoion 
not  diooimilof  io  -iUe  pf^Mwntr  »rgfr-n»o  to  offer  urge 
me  on  an  occasion  like  the  present,  to  offer  to  your 
solemn  contemplation,  and  to  recommend  to  your 
frequent  review,  some  sentiments ;  which  are  the  re- 
sult of  much  reflection,  of  no  inconsiderable  observa- 
tion and  owporionoo,  and  which  appear  to  me  all 
important  to  the  permanency  of  your  felicity  as  a 
People. — These  will  be  offered  to  you  with  the  more 
freedom,  as  you  can  onlysce  in  them  the  disinterested 
warnings  of  a  parting  friend,  who  can  possibly  have 
no  personal  motive  to  bias  his  counsels. — Nor  can  I 
forget,  as  an  encouragement  to  it  your  indulgent  re- 
ception of  my  sentiments  on  a  former  and  not  dis- 
similar occasion. 

Interwoven  as  is  the  love  of  liberty  with  every 
ligament   of    your   hearts,    no    recommendation    of 

vhicb  cannot  end  but  nith  roy  life,  snd  the  fear  (hat  there  taxy 
ma  projects  unfriendly  to  it,  against  which  it  may  be  necessary 
|M  shonld  be  guarded,  urge  me  in  taking  leave  of  you  to  offer 
1  solemn  consideration  and  frequent  review,  some  senti- 
ihe  result  of  mature  reflection  confirmed  by  observation 
ud  eipenencc,  which  appear  to  me  essential  to  the  permanency 
rf  jour  felicity  as  a  people.  These  will  be  offered  with  the  more 
freedom,  as  you  can  only  see  in  them  the  disinterested  advice  of 
*  pming  friend,  who  can  have  no  personal  motive  to  tincture  or 
lui  his  couDseh 

lucTwoven  as  is  the  love  of  liberty  with  every  fibre  of  your 
fctKts,  no  recommendation  is  necessary  to  fortify  yourattach- 
■Mnt  TO  IT.     Ncki  to  this,  that  unity  of  government  which  cod- 
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mine  is  necessar>'  to  fortify  or  confinn  the  attaci 
mcnt. — 

The  Unity  of  Government  which  constitutes  you 
one  people,  is  also  now  dear  to  you. — It  is  jusil)'so; 
— for  it  is  a  main    Pillar  in   the  Edifice  of  your  real 
independence ;    the   support    of  your  tranquillity  at 
home ;  your  peace  abroad ;  of  your  safety  in  ^twy 
wlotion :    of   your   prosperity   in    every  shape;  of 
that  very  Liberty,  which  you  so  highly  prize. — But 
as  it  is  easy  to  foresee,  that,  from  vawou&  differ- 
ent causes,  and  from  different  quarters,  much  pains 
will  be  taken,  many  artifices  employed,  to  weaken  in 
your  minds  the  conviction  of  this  truth  ; — as  this  is 
the  point  in  your  political  fortress  against  which  the 
batteries  of  internal  and  external  enemies  will  be 
most  constantly  and  actively  (though  often  cowrtly 
and   insidiously)  directed,  it  is  of  infinite  moment 
that  you  should  properly  estimate  the  immense  value 
of  your  national  Union  to  your  collective  and  indi- 
vidual happiness; — that  you  should  cherish  t»wwl»i»- 
a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immoveable  attachment -thcV* 
y<Hi-ot>ould  accuatom  yourtelves  Ao.ravwonc<>  Jtao  thy 
faUndium  of  yowr  political  safgiy  and  procperityiaJupt* 

stituics  you  as  oDe  people,  claims  j-our  vigilant  care  and  gtiardias- 
Bhip— as  a  main  pillar  of  your  real  independence,  o(  your  peace, 
safety,  freedom,  and  happiness. 

This  being  the  point  in  your  political  fortress  against  irtiich 
the  batteries  of  internal  and  external  enemies  will  be  most  con- 
stantly and  actively,  however  covertly  and  insidiously  levelled, 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  should  appTeciaie,  [□  its 
full  force,  the  immense  value  of  your  political  union  to  your 
national  and   individual   happiness,   that  you    should    cheoah 
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«H;  c<xt'jtQrtlty  y<H»r  wor<l!F  iinJ  i-i«tioi>e  lo  that  moman- 
totjQ  hIoo  i  that  yoo  uhouM  ¥rtHt!h  for  Its  pnsiervutton 
with  joaloyo  onwiQlyi  diftOOiint«nonc«  whaToittt  f"'')' 
jyggWBt  a  OMopi«ion  that  it  win  Jn  any  event  be 
abawionod  :■  ■  Qn<l  frown  upon-tlift-firat  downing  of 
any  «tt<'mpt' to  fili«!imte  any  ^»«t4iQn  of  o»f  Country 
ff.wi>..«ln'  for.<i  or,  to  <^tft;«;Mo  *h<''BQe»C'd  4i«&  which- 
<ww  link  together  iho  oeveimi  porlo  to  it :  accustom* 
tog  yoursdves  to  think  and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  Pal- 
ladium of  your  political  safety  and  prosperity ; 
watching  for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety  ; 
discountenancing  whatever  may  suggest  even  a 
suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned,  and 
indignantly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  Country  from 
the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now 
link  together  the  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  sympathy 
and  intc:rest. — Citizens  of  a  eomman  aowilry — ^ 
fcirth  or  Lhoicc  by  birth  or  choice  of  a  common 
countr>'.  that  country  has  a  right  to  concentrate  your 
aflecttons. — The  name  of  American,  which  belongs 
to  you,  in  your  national  capacity,  must  always  exalt 


tovmb  it  SD  KfTcctionatc  and  immovable  auachmcni,  and  ihat 
you  &houUl  watch  for  its  prcseivaiion  with  zealous  solicitude. 

For  this,  you  have  every  motive  o(  sympathy  and  inieresL 
QuUlrea  for  the  most  put  of  a  common  country,  that  country 
cUiffls  and  ought  to  concentrate  your  afTectionx.  The  name  of 
Amtrican  must  always  gratify  and  exalt  the  just  pride  of  patrioiisni 
more  than  any  denomination  which  can  be  derived  from  local  dia> 
criminations.  You  have,  with  slight  shades  of  difference,  the  sun« 
(dijton,  manacrs,  habits  and  political  institutions  and  priacipleE ; 
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the  just  pride  of  Patriotism,  more  than  any  appella- 
tion 4«4»»  derived  from  local  discriminations. — With 
slight  shades  of  difference,  you  have  the  same  Re- 
ligion. Manners,  Habits,  and  political  Principles. — 
You  have  in  a  common  cause  fought  and  triumphed 
together.  The  Independence  and  Liberty  you  pos- 
sess are  the  work  of  joint  councils,  and  joint  efforts 
—of  common  dangers,  suflTerings  and  successes. — 

But  these  considerations,  however  powerfully  they 
address  themselves  to  your  sensibility,  are  greatly 
outweighed  by  those,  which  apply  more  immediately 
to  your  Interest. — Here  every  portion  of  our  country 
finds  the  most  commanding  motives  for  carefully 
guarding  and  preserving  the  Union  of  the  whole. 

The  North  in  an  iwifultefed  unrestrained  inter- 
course with  the  South,  protected  by  the  equal  Laws 
of  a  common  government,  finds  in  the  productions 
of  the  latter  «n«wy  of  th(!  jiwouliap  great  additional 
resources  of  maritime  and  commercial  enterprise— 


jrou  hare,  ia  a  conmoo  cauic.  fought  utd  triumphed  together. 
The  independctKe  tsA  libcTty  jrou  enjoy  are  the  work  of  Joint 
councils,  efiort^  dangers,  sufferings,  and  successes.  By  your 
union  you  have  achieved  them,  by  yoar  union  you  will  most 
effectually  maintain  them. 

The  consideratjoos  which  address  theniKlvet  to  your  tenai- 
bility  are  greatly  strengthened  by  those  which  apply  to  your 
interest.  Here,  ei-enr  portion  of  our  country  will  lind  the  noti 
urgent  and  comnunding  notiTo  for  guarding  and  preserring  the 
union  of  Ihc  whole. 

The  North,  in  intercourse  with  the  South,  under  the  eqtul 
1hw<  of  one  govemmcnc,  will,  in  the  productions  of  the  latter, 
mny  of  them  peculiar,  6nd  vast  additional  resources  of  mari- 
time and  commercial  enterprise.    The  South,  in  (he  same  intez- 
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ud  precious  materials  of  manufacturing  industry. 
—The  South  in  the  same  intercourse,  benefiting 
by  the  agency  of  the  North,  sees  its  agriculture 
grow  and  its  commerce  expand.  Turning  partly 
iato  its  own  channels  the  seamen  of  the  North, 
it  finds  its  particular  navigation  envigorated  ; — and, 
vhile  it  contributes,  in  different  ways,  to  nourish 
and  increase  the  general  mass  of  the  national  naviga- 
tion, it  looks  forward  to  the  protection  of  a  maritime 
strength  to  which  itself  is  unequally  adapted. — The 
£flxA  in  a  like  intercourse  with  the  West,  already 
fcids.  and  in  the  progressive  improvement  of  interior 
GOnmunications,  by  land  and  water,  will  more  and 
more  find,  a  valuable  vent  for  the  commodities  which 
it  brings  from  abroad,  or  manufactures  at  home. — 
The  West  derives  from  the  East  supplies  requisite  to 
its  growth  and  comfort, — and  what  is  perhaps  of  still 
greater  consequence,  it  must  of  necessity  owe  the 
^atrt  enjoyment  of  indispensable  outlets  for  its  own 


TOUtK,  will  share  in  the  benefils  o(  the  agency  of  ihe  North,  will 
&ld  iti  a^cultuie  promoted  and  its  commerre  extended  by 
'uniiiig  into  its  own  channels  those  means  of  navigation  which 
^Korth  more  abundantly  affords  ;  nnd  while  it  contributes  to 
omd  the  national  navigation,  will  participate  in  the  protection 
"'  »  maritime  rtrcngth  to  which  itself  is  unequally  adapted, 
'^t  East,  io  a  like  intercourse  with  the  West,  finds  a  valuable 
*ttil  (or  the  commodities  which  it  brings  from  abroad  or  manu- 
^ttuits  M  home.  The  West  derives  through  this  chunnci  an 
**Klitill  supply  of  its  wants  ;  and  what  is  far  more  important  to 
^  it  must  owe  the  secure  and  permanent  enjoyment  of  the 
itidi^pec sable  outlets,  for  its  own  productions  to  the  weight, 
njiucace,  and  maritime  resources  of  die  Atlantic  Slates.  The 
•"Hire  by  which  it  could  hold  this  advantage,  either  from  its 
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pcodncoons  to  the  v«^ht.  influence,  nnd  the  future 
maritinie  strec^tli  of  the  Atlantic  side  of  the  Union, 
directed  by  an  indissoluble  community  of  interest,  as 
pntNatwu.  — Tlte  Any  other  tenure  by  which  the  IVesl 
can  hold  this  essentia]  advantage,  oith»p  whether 
dem'ed  from  its  own  separate  strength,  or  from  an 
apostate  and  unnatural  connexion  with  any  foreign 
Power,  must  be  intrinsically  precarious,  lioblo  oMo>y 
mowiwii  10  ba  diolurbod  by  (ho  fluoluoting-oowibiftfr 
<K>fw  of  th^  pfinvtry  int^f^-.to.  of  E^if'^per  which  mw* 
b«^-fr.speci«:-i  to  f^g**!at<»<i»ecoodw:t-o^'<iw  i^Qtion-jof 
whieh  ii  io  compofl#d> 

A«4-\Vhile  then  ever)'  part  of  our  Country  thus-4m^ 
feels  an  immediate  and  particular  interest  in  Union,  all 
the  part&e^  combined eawtw*  fat!  lofiwdin  the  united 
mass  of  means  and  etTorts  cannot  fail  to  6nd  greater 
strength,  greater  resource,  proportionably  greater 
sccurit>'  from  external  danger,  a  less  frequent  inter- 
ruption of  their  Peace  by  foreign  Nations ;  and.  whieb 
ta  on  advantage  what  is  of  inestimable  value !  they 
must  derive  from  Union  an  exemption  from  those 


own  ficpiraie  iirength.  or  by  an  aposutc  a»d  unnatural  coBDection 
with  any  foreign  nation,  must  be  intrinsically  and  necessarily 
precarious,  at  every  moment  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  the  combi- 
oations  of  those  primary  interests  which  constantly  regulate  tbe 
conduct  of  every  ponion  of  Europe. — and  where  every  pan  finds 
a  particular  interest  in  the  Union.  M\  the  parts  of  our  country 
will  find  in  their  Unioa  strength,  proportional  security  from 
eitemal  danger,  less  frequent  interruption  of  their  peace  with 
foreign  nations  ;  and  what  is  far  more  valuable,  an  exemption 
from  those  broils  and  wars  between  the  parts  if  disunited,  which, 
tfacD,  oar  rivalthipB,  fomented  by  foreign  intrigue  or  the  opposite 
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bfoiis  and  wars  between  themselves,  which  iowvitabty 
so  frequently  afflict  neighboring  countries,  not  tied 
together  by  the  same  government;  which  their  own 
rivalships  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  produce  ;  but 
which  opposite  foreign  alliances,  attachments,  and 
iatrigues  would  stimulate  and  embitter — ^Hence  like- 
wise they  will  avoid  the  necessity  of  those  overgrown 
Military  establishments,  which  under  any  form  of 
gCA-ernmcnt,  arc  inauspicious  to  liberty,  and  which 
tlicfo  io  raaeon  to  r*^ar4  are  to  be  regarded  as  par- 
ticularly hostile  to  Republican  Liberty :  In  this  sense 
it  is,  that  your  Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  a 
main  prop  of  your  liberty,  and  that  the  love  of  the 
one  ought  to  endear  to  you  the  preservation  of  the 
other. 

These  considerations  speak  a  persuasive  language  to 
•ai^  every  reflecting  and  virtuous  mind, — and  ihoy  ex- 
hibit the  continuance  of  the  Union  as  a  primary  object 
cf  Patriotic  desire. — Is  there  a  doubt,  whether  a  com- 
cion  government  can  embrace  so  large  a  sphere  ? — 
1*1  experience  solve  it. — To  listen  to  mere  speculation 


^UiCCT    with    foreign    nations    engendered    by   their    mutual 
icalonsies,  would  inevitably  produce. 

These  considc  rat  ions  speak  a  conclusive  language  to  every 
^nuous  and  considerate  mind.  They  place  the  continuance  of 
tmi  union  among  the  first  objects  of  patriotic  desire.  U  there  a 
•Jonbi  whether  a  common  governmcni  can  long  embrace  so 
dtensive  a  sphere  ?  Let  time  and  experience  decide  the  queiition. 
^pccnktion  in  such  a  case  ought  not  to  be  listened  to.  And  'lis 
n^al  to  hope  Ih^t  the  auxiliar)'  governments  of  the  sub- 
fintioiu,  with  1  proper  organization  of  the  whole,  will  secure  a 
f^wnble  issue  to  the  experiment    "T  is  allowable  to  believe  that 
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in  such  a  case  were  criminal. — 'T  tit  noturul  Wc  arc 
aulhorized  lo  hope  that  a  proper  organization  o(  the 
whole,  with  theauxiliaryagcncj'ofgovernmentsforthe 
respective  subdivisions,  will  afford  a  happy  issue  to 
the  experiment.    Tis  well  worth  a  fair  and  full  experi- 
ment.      It  may- ncit  impojwibly  ho  found,    that  th» 
spirit  of  portyi  tho  macititintionr.  of  foreign   pnworai 
tho  oorfuption  ond  ambition  of  individual  oitieorw-nFfr 
more    fofmidabl^  ad^'W'Sarioe  >o   tho    Unity  of  ouf 
Rmpiro  than  any-inherent  diftiouitioo  in  tjio  aohcmci 
Against  thofKt  tlt»^n«^^«Kk■of  wrtionol  opinioni  nawonal 
wymptttliy  and  national  joftlott^  ought -<■*»■■  bt^  foiacdi 
With  such  powerful  and  obvious  motives  to  Union, ^s^ 
aflfecting  all  parts  .of  our  country -bftv^r  while  experi- 
ence shall  not  have  demonstrated  its  impracticability, 
there  will  always  be  reason  ootw^-tn-the  fact  itoolf  to 
distrust  the  patriotism  of  those,  who  in  any  quartc^ 
may  endeavor  to  weaken  Its  bands. — 

■Besidoa-tho  moro  GoriouB  causeft  olreody  hinted 
threatening  our  Unioni  th^r«  is  one  less  dangeroug 

the  spirit  of  party,  (be  intrigues  of  foreign  natiotiK,  the  cormpiion 
and  the  ambition  of  individuals,  ar«  Ukely  to  prove  more 
formidabk  adversaries  to  the  unity  of  our  empire,  than  aaf 
inherent  difficulties  in  the  scheme.  'T  is  against  these  that  the 
guard!)  of  national  opinion,  national  sympathy,  national  prudence 
and  virtue,  arc  to  be  erected.  With  euch  obvioua  motives  lo 
union,  there  will  be  always  cause  from  the  fact  itself  to  distnist 
the  patriotism  of  those  who  may  endeavor  to  weaken  its  banda. 
And  by  all  the  love  I  bear  you,  my  fellow-citizens.  I  conjure  yon, 
as  oflcn  as  it  appears,  to  frown  upon  the  attempt. 

Besides  the  more  serious  causes  which  have  been  hinted  at  as 
endangering  our  Union,  there  is  another  less  dangerous,  but 
against  which  it  is  necessary  to  be   on  our  guard ;  I  mean  th^^ 
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twti--j<ifTiciornly  Jon^ofotw-to-twako  It  prudent  to  bo 
wpon  fntr  godwi  ogdinat  '\K. — \  Qlludoto  the  petulewce 
of-pflrty- diffofoncos  o(  opintoflj — ti  is  ftot-arKommOn 
K(*  tw.tr  «ho  iffitat-HW»-whioh  thooe  owoitovorn  thorn 
»&iwoft  io-<koiara«iono  that  the  diffefont  porta  of-tho 
Untied  Stato-3  ftfo  ill  affoutod  to  ooch  other,  in  men- 
aces that-Ao'lMiton-^vilt  be'^ti-j-jolvud  by  thio  of  that 
moawro     Iniimationfi  like  tb«>e  ore  ao  indiscreet-as. 

ihoy  aro   intomporaici Tbougli — kequgntiy  made 

utitk  levity  and  without  ony  fcoUy  evil  intcntioft.  thoy 
bav<''Q  tondonoy-to-pfoduoo  tho  oonooqueoce  which 
*l»y — iiidioate. — Th^y  t«teh-the"H*if>do--of — H*e« — W 
wnaiilof  thft  L'nion  aa  precarious  ; — ao-aii'Object  to 
whieh  lh»y  ought  not  to  attach  their  hopos-aod  fof- 
inftflo ; — and  lhu-»'ohiU-»tve-&entHi>^<H — hi — its — favor. 
%  alarming -tiw.-  prid«  of  thoow- t<>-whoin-th«iy-af.» 
ftdijrcQioed,  ihtjy  act  iogenwty  ■  at  'WOrk-  to  depfeciate 
<tia  val»o  of  tho  thlngi  and' to  disocvt-p-f^acorw-of- 
MMiffcfence  towarda  it — Thio  io  not  wioo, — h -will-be 
«wch  wir.wr  to  habituate  ourse'lvefl  -to  'reverence  the 


Ktnlaoce  of  party  dilfetences  of  opinion.  It  is  sot  uncommon 
lo  b«r  the  irritations  which  ilicsc  excite,  vent  themselves  in 
dtdirations  that  the  difTrrcnt  {);iTts  of  the  Union  arc  ill  assorted 
Md cannot  letnain  together, — in  menaces  from  the  inhabitants  of 
nepattto  those  of  another,  that  it  will  be  dissolved  by  this  or 
ilut  neaaure.  Intimations  of  the  kind  are  as  indiscreet  ajt  they 
m  iotemperaie.  Though  frequently  made  with  levity  and  wiih- 
oni  being  in  earaeit,  they  have  a  tendency  to  produce  the  con- 
•t^Mnce  which  they  indicate.  They  leach  the  minds  of  men 
'ocoDiidCT  the  Union  a»  jirccarious,  as  an  object  to  which  they 
*»  not  to  attach  their  hopes  and  fortunes,  and  thus  weaken  the 
*nii)mait  in  its  favor.  By  rousing  the  resentment  and  alarmiog 
*»  ptMc  of  those  to  whom  they  arc  addressed,  they  set  ingenuity 
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I'liiiiii  III  lh>  |wBiiiliiiii>  iif  mil  iiitiiinil  li  i|i|iiiii  r  i 
*t>-«toc*»nnnoJa»  conal.'w>;ty-OMf-nw>f<l6  and  actionr.  to 
ihwi  iit<-ft.  fto<i — lo  tiiocQunl^ nance — what«w«» — wwy 
f.u^<»fti — a — ;i*if-^>*<;io<i    I  hoi — it    oao    in   any  Q»Bnl   be 

i  n  contpmplattng  the  causes  which  may  dis- 
turb our  Union,  it  occurs  as  matter  of  serious  con- 
crm,  that  <Hir  partita-  for-com^-time  pQ6t-h»vo  bwtn 
»»»»  much  charactoriaod  by  any  ground  should  have 
been  furnished  for  characterizing  parties  by  Geo- 
grupkteal  discriminations — Northern  and  Sou/Aern 
— AllatUk  and  WtsUm:  whence  designing  men 
may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief,  that  there  is  a 
real  difference  of  local  interests  and  views.  These' 
diatriminmions,  ■  ih«  m>r«  contrivanca  of  iho  Ojilrit 
ot  fariv. — (olwnv^<  A»#\«>ta*i(k  \t*  iH-iw  ovpf^'  hoiitile 
by  <»^^^rl^  \\m^  jnv»*>-***y  ■  C'Oo  bo  wiuldud,  "  ami  ttM» 
aliilful  wei  to  Iwfn  lo  account  ihp  oympnihy  of  neigh. 


to  work  to  deprecitr  the  rtltac  of  the  object,  and  to  discover 
Biodvcs  of  iodiScrence  to  it.  Thb  is  ool  wise  Pnidcncc 
1*— ■"'^'**  (hat  vc  aboatd  habittute  ourselves  in  all  otir  words  and 
■ctiom  lo  ttverencc  the  Ubhmi  m  a  sacred  and  inviolable  t>alla- 
dtum  Ki  our  ltappise».  and  tdraald  ducountenatice  whatever  can 
lead  to  a  soqiicioB  that  it  caa  in  anjr  event  be  abandoned. 

T  is  maner  o(  senon  cODcem  thai  parties  in  this  country  for 
KMae  time  past  bare  ben  too  mucfa  cbaracterized  by  geographical 
dtscnmiDatioos, — oonhem  and  southern  States,  Atlantic  and 
western  coontry.  These  ditcrimi nations,  which  are  the  mere 
artifice  of  the  spirit  of  pany  (always  dexterous  to  avail  itself  of 
every  source  of  tympaihr.  of  every  handle  by  which  the  passions 
can  be  taken  hold  of,  and    which  has  bceo  careful  to   turn   lo 


'  la  tb>  mupa  aguiM  ibl*  |iancnpk  ii  writMi  "  Not  intporum  c*kw^* 
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Onion  «w>  ovidonoo  of  a  feat  dirfer*>m-^-of4t>eft^-mte»' 

cots  ond  viQWG'T-8»d-flefvo  to  hoeard  it- by  ofgoniaing 

iMgef-dietfi^O'Of  oountryi  ondot^4h<;  IcadcTS  of  con 

tending  fochono  i   whoso  rivQiohipa,   pfcjudioos  ond 

-'■ohoimv.  of  rtmhitiftnT  rotiuM"  thon  <iw  tf»**irn«'Fest&of 

tho-Counlryi   will   dif<x><  iIk'-uol-  of  ilioir  inHuencei 

It -it  fee  poGfiihi<j-to  oorreot  this  potGon-ln-the-ltabit  of 

I    -oiir  body-poliii*?;  ii  ii*  worthy  "<'bfe-<.ftdeftvoro- of  ^ho. 

miwlnniUt  and  tliw  jjood  to  ofiTect'  tii      One   of   the 

expedients    of    I*arty    to    acquire    influence,    within 

particular  districts,  is  to   misrepresent  the  opinions 

a&d  aims  of  other  districts. — You  cannot  shield  your- 

xlves  too   much  against  the  jealousies  and  heart 

bnroings  which  spring  from  these  misrepresentations  ; 

—They  tend  to  render  alien  to  each  other  those  who 

ought  to  be  bound  together  by  fraternal  affection. — 

The  inhabitants  of  our  Western  country  have  lately 


iccouDt  ihc  ciTcu  in  stance  of  tcrntorJAl  vicinity),  have  furnished 
u  iTgunaeni  against  the  Union  as  evidence  of  a  real  difference 
"i  loul  iniercsts  and  views,  and  serve  to  hazard  it  hy  organising 
tirge  dttiiicts  of  couMiy  under  the  direction  of  different  factions 
*iose  passions  and  prejudices,  rather  than  the  true  interests  of 
■bccotiniry,  will  l»e  too  apt  to  regulate  the  use  of  their  influence. 
I'  11  be  possible  to  correct  this  poison  in  the  affairs  of  our 
cooatry,  it  is  worthy  the  best  endeavors  of  moderate  and  virtuous 
•fflio  effect  it. 

One  of  the  expedients  which  the  partiians  of  faction  employ 
tovardi  strengthening  their  influence  by  local  discriminations,  is 
to  nittepresent  the  opinions  and  views  of  rival  districts.  The 
P<«ple  at  large  cannot  be  too  much  on  their  guard  against  the 
lulooijcs  which  grow  out  of  these  misrepresentations.  They 
lend  Eo  render  aliens  to  each  other  those  who  ought  to  be   lied 
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kid  a  nsefnl  Icssod  on  this  mibj^rt  head — They  have 
to  the  o^ocudon  by  the  Executive,  and  in  the 
ratifiraTK"  by  the  Senate,  of  the  treaty 
vitb  Spaia.  and  ia  the  unrversal  satisfaction  at  that 
event,  throujjhout  the  United  States,  a  decisive  proof 
bow  oofouttded  wexc  the  su^idons  propagated  amtmg 
tbem  of  »  poEcjr  ia  the  General  Government  and  in 
the  Atlantic  States  unfriendly  to  their  interests  in 
i^rard  to  the  Hississippl — They  hax-e  been  witnesses 
to  the  foniutioo  of  two  Treaties,  that  with  G.  Britain, 
and  that  with  Spain,  which  secure  to  them  every 
thing  they  could  desire,  in  respect  to  our  Foreign 
Relations,  towards  confirming  their  prosperity. — Will 
it  aot  be  ihdr  wisdom  to  rely  for  the  preservation  of 
Utoe  advantages  on  the  Uniok  by  which  they  were 
procured  } — WHl  the>'  not  henceforth  be  deaf  to  those 
advisers,  if  such  there  sue.  who  would  sever  them  from 
their  Brethren,  and  connect  them  with  Aliens  ? — 


tofetket  \fj  (ntcTB^  affcctiotL     The  people  of  tbe  weuem 

co(utmlUTeiBldrhadatt9eMle99oaoathis«Bbjcct.   Theyhave 

,  ia  the  Bc^DtubiM  by  tbe  Executive,  aad  to  tbc  QoaniiiMas 

o<  tbe  tresty  with  Spois  by  tbe  Seiutc.  2ad  in  the 

Blivcml  utriififlinn  ai  tfatt  ercal  ia  all  pans  of  the  coantry, 

a  iteaaen  ftoat  bow  maSovoAed    bare    bcca  the    wspicioBa 

iMtttlcd  ia  tbem  of  a  pobcy  ia  tbe  Atlaabc  States,  and  ia  the 

(lUhtCBt  depailBeats  of  tbe  geacial  govemacat,  ho«ile  to  tbeir 

iaMMMis  is  lOtfww  lo  tbe  MintssipiH.    They  bare  seen  two 

matia  (otncd  wbieb  ttemrt  to  thea  everr  ibinf  that  they  could 

dcam  to  coaina  their  peoapetity.    Will  tbcy  aot  beooefoTtb 

idy  for  tbe  ^esuiaiioa  of  ibeac  advsatacec  oa  tbat  Uaioe  by 

I     «bkb  tbry  wne  ptocaied  f     WiB  tbcy  sot  reject  Aone  couasel- 

Iocs  wbo  woold  render  tbeai  abea  to  ibeir  bcetbiaa  aad  cooacct 

.  alieasf 


To  the  efificacy  and  permanency  of  your  Union,  a 
ernment  for  the  whole  is  indispensable.— No 
,nces  however  strict  between  the  parts  can  be  an 
adequate  substitute. — They  must  inevitably  experi- 
ence the  infractions  and  interruptions  which  all 
nces  in  all  times  have  experienced. — Sensible  of 
momentous  truth,  you  have  improved  upon  your 
(int  essay,  by  the  adoption  of  a  Constitution  of 
Government,  better  calculated  than  your  former  for 
an  intimate  Union,  and  for  the  efficacious  manage- 
ment of  your  common  concerns. — This  government, 
the  offspring  of  our  own  choice  uninfluenced  and 
iHiawed,  adopted  upon  full  investigation  and  mature 
deliberation,  completely  free  in  its  principles,  in  the 
d'stribution  of  its  powers,  uniting  security  with 
«nerg)',  and  containing  within  itself  a  provision  for 
tisown  amendment,  has  a  just  claim  to  your  con6- 
dence  and  your  support. — Respect  for  its  authority. 


3ue(| 
B  ence 
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To  the  duration  zad  efficacy  of  your  Union,  a  government  ex- 
Inding  over  the  whole  is  indispensable.  No  .ilHances,  however 
fillet  between  the  part*,  could  be  im  adequate  subslitutc.  These 
rould  not  fail  to  be  liable  to  the  infractions  and  interruptions 
•hich  all  alUanccs  in  all  times  have  suffered.  Sensible  of  this 
impomnt  truth,  you  have  lately  established  a  ConstituiioD  of 
pncfal  government,  better  calculated  than  the  former  for  an 
uiQaiUe  union,  and  more  adequate  lo  ihe  duration  of  your  com- 
•Mn  coDcerD».  This  government,  the  of!Fs|jring  of  your  own 
^icc,  uninfluenced  and  unawed,  completely  free  in  its  principles, 
■tlhc  distribution  of  its  powers,  uniting  energy  with  safety,  and 
cmuiaing  in  itself  a  provision  for  its  own  amendment,  is  well 
'xtiUed  to  your  confidence  and  support.  Respect  for  its 
*Mliority,  compliance  with  its  laws,  acquiescence  in  its  measures, 
^  duties  dictated  by  the  fuDdamcnial  maxima  of  true  liberty. 
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compliance  with  its  Laws,  acquiescence  in  its  meas 
urcs,  are  duties  enjoined  by  the  fundamental  maxim: 
of  true  Liberty.— The  basis  of  our  political  system: 
is  the  right  of  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter  thei 
Constitutions  of  Government. — But  the  Constitutioi 
which  at  any  time  exists,  'till  changed  by  an  explici 
and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  People,  is  sacredl; 
obligatory  upon  alL— The  very  idea  of  the  powe 
and  the  right  of  the  People  to  establish  Government 
presupposes  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  obey  thi 
established  Government. 

All  obstructions  to  the  execution  of  the  Laws,  al 
combinations  and  associations,  under  whatever  plausi 
ble  character,  with  the  real  design  to  direct,  controul 
counteract,  or  awe  the  regular  deliberation  and  aclioi 
of  the  constituted  authorities,  are  destructive  of  thi 
fundamental  principle,  and  of  fatal  tendency. — The' 
serve  to  organize  faction,  to  give  it  an  artificial  an< 
extraordinary  force — to  put  in  the  place  of  the  dele 


The  basis  of  our  political  systems  is  the  right  of  the  people  C 
mike  and  to  alter  their  constitutions  of  government.  But  "Hn 
ConKtittition  for  the  time,  and  until  changed  bj-  an  explicit  an 
Kuthentic  act  of  the  whole  people,  is  sacredly  binding  upon  al 
The  very  idea  of  the  right  and  power  of  ihc  people  to  establiv 
government  presupposes  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  obc 
the  established  government. 

All  obsinictions  lo  the  execution  of  the  laws, — all  fmrntr'twA^n 
and  asseeialions,  under  whatever  plausible  character,  with  tb 
real  design  to  counteract,  control,  or  awe  the  regular  action  c 
the  constituted  authorities,  arv  contrary  to  this  fundamenta 
principle,  and  of  the  most  fatal  tendency.  They  serve  to  organ 
izc  faction,  and  to  put  in  the  stead  of  the  delegated  will  of  tit 
whole  nation  the  will  of  a  party,  often  a  small  miDoiity  ol 
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gated  will  of  the  Nation,  the  will  of  a  party  ;— often  a 
small  but  artful  and   enterprizing  minority  of   the 
community ; — and,  according  to  the  alternate  triumphs 
01  different  parties,  to  make  the  public  administration 
the  mirror  of  the  ill-concerted  and  incongruous  pro- 
jects of  faction,  rather  than  the  organ  of  consistent 
and  wholesome  plans  digested  by  common  councils, 
and  modified  by  mutual  interests. — However  combi- 
nations or  associations  of  the  above  description  may 
now  and  then  answer  popular  ends,  Qn<i-puppooo»  they 
are  likely,  in  the  course  of  time  and  things,  to  become 
potent  engines,  by  which  cunning,  ambitious,  and  un- 
principled men  will  be  enabled  to  subvert  the  Power 
of  the  People  and  to  usurp  for  themselves  the  reins 
of  Government  ;     destroying    afterwards    the    very 
engines,  which  have  lifted  them  to  unjust  dominion. — 
Towards  the  preservation  of  your  Government  and 
the  permanency  of  your  present  happy  state,  it  is 
requisite,  not  only  that  you  steadily  discountenance 


*bolc  community ;  and  according  (o  the  altemale  triumph  of 
diflcrvni  parties  to  make  the  )>ublic  administration  reflect  the 
KlKmes  and  projirct«  of  faction  rather  than  the  wholesome  plan* 
o(  common  councils  and  deliberations.  However  combinations  or 
utocialions  of  this  description  may  occasionally  promoic  popular 
«4s  and  purposes,  they  arc  likely  to  produce,  in  the  course  of  time 
nd  thin)^,  the  most  effectual  engines  by  which  artful,  ambitious, 
•od  unjirincipled  men  will  be  enabled  to  subvert  the  power  of 
tbc  {Kojilc  and  UHiirp  the  reins  of  government. 

TOTrards  the  preservation  of  your  government  and  the  perma* 
iweyot  your  present  happy  state,  it  is  not  only  requisite  that  you 
*U*dily  discountenance  irregular  oppositions  to  its  authority,  but 
"^  you  should  be  upon  your  guard  against  the  spirit  of  innova- 
•wn  upon  its   principles,  however  specious  the  pretexts.     One 
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irregular  oppositions  to  its  acknowledged  authority, 
but  also  that  you  resist  with  care*  the  spirit  of  innova- 
tion upon  its  principles,  however  specious  the  pretexts. 
— One  method  of  assault  may  be  to  effect,  in  the  forms 
of  the  Constitution,  alterations  which  will  impair 
the  energy  of  the  system,  and  thus  to  undermine  what 
cannot  be  directly  overthrown.— In  all  the  changcsw 
which  you  may  be  invited,  remember  that  time  and 
habit  are  at  least  as  necessary  to  fix  the  true  cha^a^ 
ter  of  Governments,  as  of  other  human  institutions— 
that  experience  is  the  surest  standard,  by  which  to 
test  the  real  tendency  of  the  existing  Constitution  of 
a  Country — that  facility  in  changes  upon  the  credit 
of  mere  hypothesis  and  opinion  exposes  to  perpetual 
change,  from  the  endless  variety  of  hypothesis  and 
opinion  : — and  remember,  especially,  that,  for  thecfi- 
cient  management  of  your  common  interests,  in  a 
country  so  extensive  as  ours,  a  Government  of  as 
much  vigor  as  is  consistent  with  the  perfect  securii)' 
of  Liberty  is  indispensable. — Liberty  itself  will  find  i" 


method  of  nssaiill  may  be  to  effect  alterations  in  the  fonns  o(  ^ 
Constitution  tending  to  impair  ihc  energy  of  the  system,  jnd  w 
to  undermine  what  catuot  be  dirccHy  overthrown.  In  *!1  '''* 
changes  to  which  you  may  be  invited,  remember  that  timesno 
habit  arc  as  necessary  to  fix  the  true  character  of  govenimeot* 
OS  of  any  other  human  institutions;  thai  experience  is  the  v^^ 
elandaid  by  which  the  real  tendency  of  existing  constituiiont  « 
government  can  be  tried  ;  that  changes  upon  the  credit  o(  mere 
hypothesis  and  opinion  expose  you  to  perpetual  change  from  '^^ 
successive  and  endless  variety  of  hypothesis  and  opinion.  Ao'' 
remember  also,  that  for  the  efficacious  management  of  your  COK>' 
mon  interests,  in  a  country  so  extensive  as  ours,  a  governmeol  *" 
as  much  force  and  strength  as  is   consistent    with    the   peffW' 
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a  Government,  with  powers  properly  distributed 

Bfl  adjusted,  its  surest  Guardian. — It  is.  indeed,  little 
(fee  than  a  name,  where  the  Government  is  too  feeble 
lowithstand  the  enterprises  of  faction,  to  confine  each 
member  of  the  society  within  the  limits  prescribed 
by  the  laws,  and  to  maintain  all  in  the  secure  and 
tranquil  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  person  and  prop- 
«tty.  Owing  to  you  qq  1  do  a  frank  and  free  dio- 
iloauM  of  my  hoofti  I  ohall  not  oonooQl  fw>w  you  the 


Wief  1  enleflaini  that  yourGowommenta»at  preo«at 


«i»;4iUrt*'<t-i'j4af-tt»o*«-likely*o-pfovo  too  feeble thaft 

I  have  already  intimated  to  you  the  danger  of 
Parties  in  the  State,  with  particular  reference  to  the 
ing  of  them  on  Geographical  discriminations. — 
mc  now  take  a  more  comprehensi%'e  view,  and 
Wn  you  in  the  most  solemn  manner  against  the 
bawful  effects  of  the  Spirit  of  Party,  generally. 

This  Spirit,    unfortunately,   is    inseparable    from 
huiMW  our  nature,  having  its  root  in  the  strongest 


Knriiy  of  liberty  is  indispensable.  Liberty  ilseU  will  find  in 
Bch  a  government,  with  powers  properly  distributed  and  ar- 
iDgnl,  its  surest  guardian  and  protector.  In  my  opinion,  the 
fta!  dinger  in  our  system  is.  that  the  general  govenunent,  organ- 
btd  as  at  present,  will  prove  too  weak  rather  than  too  powerful. 
I  have  already  observed  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
'funding  our  parties  on  geographical  discriminations.  Let  me 
nQvenhrge  the  view  of  this  point,  and  caution  yoti  in  the  most 
manner  against  the  baneful  effects  of  party  spirit  in 
icral.  This  spirit  unfortunately  is  inseparable  from  human 
OT^  and  has  its  root  in  the  strongest  passions  of  the  human 
It  exists  under  different  shapes  in  all  governments,  but 
fltoM  of  the  popular  form  it  is  always  seen  in  its  utmost 
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passions  of  the  human  mind. — It  exists  under  differ- 
ent shapes  in  all  Governments,  more  or  less  stilled 
controuled,  or  repressed ;  but.  in  those  of  the  popu- 
lar form,  it  is  seen  in  its  greatest  rankness.  and  is 
truly  their  worst  enemy. — 

Ift  Ropublion  «if  oftfiww  «»xt<mtT4t  w  not'diffiouUfaf 
thooo  who  ot  any  tiinij  Uoid  xXxa  rmnr.  «f  Pww^frftad' 
command  tho  «fdinnry  publio  favori  to  ovortttrn  th* 
established  [iii^f]  oonotltution  in  fav^f  of  theif  ay 
griHHUg«wncnili  The  came  thing  may  iik«wi(M>-l>«i  too 
oflL't>  o<><M>*Hp)k>i»<Mi-««>*»«>b  R<jp»bik'^- l>y  partial  ot>n» 
binotionoof  moni  who  ihoMgh  not  iftoftWc*)  frnm  birth. 
riahoo  o^othor  ooufoeo  of  distinctJoOi  have  awtraordi' 
Wftfy  inflaonoo  ond  numoroup  [>W<iww)]  adlwrt-nto  -^ 
By  Jchwwhing  the  MilitafV  fof^Ofby  ourpriGJntr  .-.nnin 
oonmiondiftg  oitadgli  of  by  oonio  otl^f --HMkliin  ond  on- 
fofcsccn  movement  the  fate  of  the  Republic  to-dootdod. 
-  But-'in  Ropublloo  of  lof^e  cntonti  unurpation  cafr 
BOQWwly  malto  Ita  way  throwgh  these  avenucai — ¥be 
poworo-gnd    oppoftunitioo  of   rcQJfttance  <*{    ii  wido 


Tigor  and  rankness  ^^^  >s  their  worst  enemy.  Id  republics  of 
narrow  extent,  it  is  not  difficult  for  those  who  at  any  time  i>o»- 
«ss  the  reins  of  administration,  or  even  for  partial  combinations 
of  men,  who  from  birth,  riches,  and  other  sources  of  distinction 
have  an  extraordinary  influence,  by  possessing  or  acquiring  the 
direction  of  the  military  force,  or  by  sudden  efforts  of  partisans 
and  followers,  to  OTerturn  the  established  order  of  things,  aod 
effect  a  usurpation.  But  in  republics  of  large  extent,  the  one  or 
the  other  is  scarcely  possible.  The  powers  and  opportunities  of 
resistance  of  a  numerous  and  wide-extended  nation  defy  the 
successful  efforts  of  the  ordinary  military  force,  or  of  any  col- 
lections which  wealth  and  patronage  may  call  to  their  aid.  espe- 
cillly  if  there  be  no  city  of  overbearing  force,   re«>nrc«s,  an^J 


»T9*] 


GBOJiGE  WASHINGTON. 


303 


otWodad  and  mwiwroufe  .itatioth^dofy  tlm  oHCCOOofBl 
cfforto  of  thooFdiwafy  Military  fore*?,  or  of  any  eeJIee- 
tiono which woallhond  potronago  moycQUtotliotfaid. 
— In  fluoh  Ropubliooi  U  ioBofo  lo  nooort;  that  tho  8or>' 
ftrto  of  popular  fttoiionG  aro  the  ohiofi  if  not  the  only 
LJriatBt  of  usut^ut«onand  Tyranny. 
B  The  alternate  domination  of  one  faction  over  an- 
other, sharpened  by  the  spirit  of  revenge  natural  to 
party  dissension,  which  in  different  ages  and  countries 
has  perpetrated  the  most  horrid  enormities,  is  itself 
1  (rightful  despotism. — But  this  leads  at  length  to  a 
more  formal  and  permanent  despotism. — The  disor^ 
ders  and  miseries,  which  result,  gradually  incline  the 

Ioiods  of  men  to  seek  security  and  repose  in  the  ab- 
solute power  of  an  Individual:  and  sooner  or  later 
the  chief  of  some  prevailing  faction,  more  able  or 
more  fortunate  than  his  competitors,  turns  thisdispo* 
sition  to  the  puqioses  of  his  own  elevation,  on  the  ruins 
of  Public  Liberty. 
Without  looking  forward  to  an  extremity'  of  this 


influeace.  In  such  republics  it  is  perhaps  safe  to  assert  that 
the  conflicts  of  popular  factioo  offer  the  only  avenues  to  tyranny 
ind  otarpalton.  The  domination  of  one  faction  over  another, 
itinmlatcd  by  that  xpint  of  revenge  which  is  apt  to  be  gradually 
ngendered,  and  which  in  different  ages  and  countries  has  pro- 
duced the  greatest  enormities,  is  itself  a  frightful  despotism. 
Bn  Ibis  leads  at  length  to  a  more  formal  and  permanent  des- 
patina.  The  disorders  and  miseries  which  result  predispose  the 
ninds  of  men  10  seek  repose  and  security  in  the  absolute  power 
^  (single  man  And  the  leader  of  a  prevailing  faction,  more 
ibleot  more  fortunate  than  his  competitors,  turns  this  disposition 
U  the  purpose  of  an  ambitious  and  criminal  self-aggrandiiement. 
Vilbout  lookitig  forward  to  such  an  extremity  (which,  however, 
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kind,  (which  nevertheless  ought  not  to  be  entirely 
out  of  sight),  the  common  and  continual  mischiefs  of 
the  spirit  of  Party  are  sufficient  to  make  it  the  in- 
terest and  duty  of  a  wise  People  to  discourage  and 
restrain  it. — 

It  serves  always  to  distract  the  Public  Councils, 
and  enfeeble  the  Public  administration. — It  agitates 
the  community  with  ill  founded  jealousies  and  false 
alarms,  kindles  the  animosity  of  one  part  against  an- 
otlier,  foments  occasionally  riot  and  insurrectioa— It 
opens  the  doors  to  foreign  influence  and  corruption, 
which  find  a  facilitated  access  to  the  Government  it*    , 
self  through  the  channels  of  party  passions,    thfwwgh  ■ 
tho  chDnoola  of'  pnrty  paooions.— 4'fc  fcequonlly  oubjert*    ' 
tfw?  poll 


)licv  of  conw 


hey  ol   ou>"oyH>-oountfy  to  the  policy 
forc'igR  eountry,   and  O'V^w  ^noloveo  tho  wiit  af  if* 


Covofwrncnt  to  the  will  of 


-G< 


HHWe** 


mcnt  to-tnewilt  ol  oomelnrotgn  ^jOvo 

Thus  the  policy  and  the  will  of  one  country,  are  sub- 
jected to  the  policy  and  will  of  another.  J 


ought  not  to  be  out  of  sight),  the  oidinary  and  continual  mischief* 
of  the  spirit  of  party  make  ii  the  interest  and  the  duty  of  a  viM 
people,  10  discountenance  and  repress  il,  1 

It  serves  always  to  distract  the  councils  and  enfeeble  tb^ 
administration  of  the  government  It  agitates  the  conununi^k 
with  ill-founded  jealousies  and  false  alarms.  It  opens  inlets  f4| 
foreign  corruption  and  influence,  which  lind  an  eas^  acec^ 
through  the  channels  of  j>arty  paiision>,  and  causes  the  true  poli^^ 
and  interest  of  our  own  country  to  be  made  subservient  to  tlW 
policy  and  inlerc»t  of  one  and  another  foreign  lution,  somctim** 
enslaving  our  own  government  to  the  will  of  a  foreign  governmeci^ 

There  is  an  opinion  that  parlies  in  free  countries  are  $alala.<7 
checks  upon  the  administration  of  the  government,  and  serve  '* 
invigorate  the  spirit  of  liberty.     This,  within  certain  limits.   ^ 


iTje] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


305 


There  is  an  opinion  that  parties  in  free  countries 
arc  useful  checks  upon  the  Administration  of  the 
Government,  and  serve  to  keep  alive  the  Spirit  of 
Liberty. — This  within  certain  limits  is  probably  true 
—and  in  Governments  of  a  Monarchical  cast.  Patriot- 
ism may  look  with  indulgence,  if  not  with  favour,  upon 
the  spirit  of  partj'. — But  in  those  of  the  popular  char- 
acter, in  Governments  purely  elective,  it  is  a  spirit 
not  to  be  encouraged. — From  their  natural  tendency. 
il  is  certain  there  will  always  be  enough  of  that  spirit 
lorevcrj'  salutar)'  purpose. — and  there  being  constant 
^nger  of  excess,  the  eflfort  ought  to  be,  by  force  of 
public  opinion,  to  mitigate  and  assuage  it. — A  fire 
6ot  to  be  quenched  ;  it  demands  a  uniform  vigilance 
to  prevent  its  bursting  into  a  tiame,  lest,  it  ohould  net 
wiy  warm,  but  instead  of  warming,  it  should  consume. 

k  is  important,  likewise,  that  the  habits  of  thinking 
in  a  free  countr)'  should  inspire  caution  in  those  en* 
trusted  with  its  administration,  to  confine  themselves 


I 


Cue ;  3nd  in  gorcmmcnts  of  a  monaTchical  character  or  biaSi 
ptthoii&m  may  look  with  some  fjivor  on  the  spirit  of  party.  But 
<B  those  of  the  popular  kind,  in  those  purely  elective,  it  is  a  spirit 
OM 10  be  fostered  or  encouraged.  From  the  natural  tendency  of 
itich  governments,  it  is  certain  there  will  always  be  enough  of  it 
ior  every  salutary  purpose,  and  there  being  constant  danjier  of 
ncejs,  the  effort  ought  to  be,  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  to 
liiiigaic  and  correct  it.  'T  is  a  fire  which  cannot  be  quenched, 
W  demands  a  uniform  vigilance  to  prevent  its  bursting  into  a 
imc— lest  it  sliould  not  only  warm  but  consume. 

It  is  iroportani,  likewise,  that  the  habits  of  thinking  of  the 
people  should  tend  to  produce  caution  in  their  public  agents  in  the 
*netal  depanments  of  government,  to  retain  each  within  its 
l'*opet  sphere  and  not  to  [lermit  one  to  encroach  upon  another; 
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within  their  respective  constitutional  spheres :  avoi^^- 
ing  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  one  departmecmt 
to  encroach  upon  another. — The  spirit  of  encroac^Bi* 

ment  tends  to  consolidate  the  powers  of  all  thcdepai !• 

ments  in  one,  and  thus  to  create,  undwr  whatever  il  _  jc 
form  of  government,  a  real  fofWB,Q  despotism. — A  ju:=r-sl 
estimate  of  that  love  of  power,  and  *lt«  pronencss  I^Ho 
abuse  it,  which  predominates  in  the  human  heart,  is  si^^f- 
ficient  to  satisfy  us  of  the  truth  of  this  position. — Ttr=ne 
necessity  of  reciprocal  checks  in  the  exercise  of  polii^wi- 
cal  power,  by  dividingand  distributing  it  into  differc^^nit 
depositories,  and  constituting  each  the  Guardian  •^  of 
the  Public  Weal  {*»*»  against  invasions  by  the  othe 
has  been  evinced  by  experiments  ancient  and  moder 
some  of  them  in  our  country  and  under  our  own  eyi 
—To  preser\'e  them  must  be  as  necessary  as  to  i 
stitute  them.  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  People,  t 
distribution  or  modi6cation  of  the  Constitutio: 
powers  be  in  any  particular  wrong,  let  it  be  correct 


that  every  attempt  of  the  kind,  from  whatever  quarter,  sb 
meet  with  the  discountenance  of  the  community,  and  that,  in  evi 
case  in  which  a  [treccdent  of  encroachment  shall  have  been  gir^^^^'^i 
it  corrective  be  sought  in  [revocation  be  effected  bjj  a  caref^^**"'! 
atteation  to  the  next  choice  of  public  agents.    The  spirit  "*] 

encroachment  tends  to  absorb  the  powers  of  the  several  branch  -^^^ 
and  departments  into  one,  and  thus  to  establish,  under  whatev^-  ", 
form,  a  despoiiiro.  A  just  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  ^^*" 
that  love  of  power  which  predominates  in  it.  is  alone  suSiciei^^^^ 
to  establiiih  this  truth.  Experiments,  ancient  and  moderv^^^' 
some  in  our  own  country,  and  under  our  own  eyes,  serve  t  -^^ 
coofinn  it.  If,  in  the  public  opinion,  the  distribution  of  ih^^ 
constitutional  powers  be  in  any  instance  wrong,  or  inexpedienr  -^ 
let  it  be  corrected  by  the  authority  of  the  people  in  a  Icgitimat^^ 


^ 


by  an  amendment  in  the  way  which  the  Constitution 
designates. — But  let  there  be  no  change  by  usurpa- 
tion ;  for  though  this,  in  one  instance,  may  be  the 
instrument  of  good,  it  is  the  twwol  ond  nat*wai  ■  <wo- 
tomofy  weapon  by  which  free  governments  are  de- 
stroyed.— The  precedentof  itw  mtemust  always  greatly 
overbalance  in  permanent  evil  any  partial  or4«mf*o> 
*af)'  transient  benefit  which  the  use-ttself  can  at  any 
time  yield. — 

Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits,  which  lead  to 
political  prosperity.  Religion  and  morality  are  indis- 
pensable supports. — In  vain  would  that  man  claim 
the  tribute  of  Patriotism,  who  should  labour  to  sub- 
vert these  great  Pillars  of  human  happiness,  these 
firmest  props  of  the  duties  of  Men  and  Citizens.^ 
The  mere  Politician,  equally  with  the  pious  man,  ought 
to  respect  and  to  cherish  them. — A  volume  could  not 
trace  all  their  connexions  with  private  and  public 
^^icity. — Let  it  simply  be  asked  where  is  the  security 


contttittitional  course.  Let  there  be  no  change  by-  usurpniton,  for 
though  this  may  be  the  msiniment  of  good  in  one  instance,  it  is 
the  ordinary  instrument  of  the  destruction  of  free  government^ 
*nd  the  influence  of  the  precedent  is  always  infinitely  more  per- 
nibous  than  any  thing  which  it  may  achieve  can  be  bcnclicial. 

Id  all  those  dispositions  which   promote   political  happiness, 

velipoD  and  morality  arc  essential  props.     In  vain  does  he  claim 

the  praise  of  patriotism,  who  labors  to  subvert  or  undermine  these 

{KU  pillars  of  human  happiness,  these  firmest  foundations  of  the 

*niei  of  men  and  citizens.    The  mere  politician,  equally  with  the 

Wfm  man,  ought  to  respect  and  cherish  them.     A  volume  could 

*Mtr«e  all  their  connection?  with  private  and  public  happiness, 

Ui  it  simply  be  asked,  where  is  the  security  for  property,  for 

Kpuution,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  moral  and  religious  obligation 
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for  property,  for  reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of 
religioos  obligation  /Ustrt  the  oaths^  which  are  the 
instruments  of  iavcstigatioo  in  Courts  of  Justice? 
And  let  us  with  caution  indulge  the  supposition,  that 
moralit}-  can  be  maintained  without  religion. — What- 
e>i-er  may  be  conceded  to  the  influence  of  refined 
education  on  minds  of  peculiar  structure — reason 
and  experience  both  forbid  us  to  upect.  that  national 
morality  can  pm'ail  in  exclusion  of  religious  prin- 
ciple.— 

T  is  substantially  true,  that  virtue  or  morality  is  a 
necessar>'  spring  of  popular  go\-emmenL — The  rule 
indeed  extends  with  more  or  less  force  to  every 
species  of  Free  Government. — Who  that  is  a  sincere 
friend  to  it  can  look  with  indifference  upon  attempts 
to  shake  the  foundation  of  the  fabric  ? — 

CulliwQio  indM*»y  and   imgolnyi   au  au»iiliario6  to 
g»a*t  morale  and  tawwoo  of  privoto  ond  publio  pro>B 
p»ri4y.      U   thafo    not   y»om  10    >ogfo>    ihot   uur   pr» 

dcMfts  the  oadu  wfakh  m  admiiustered  in  coarts  of  ju&tice  f 
Nor  oogbt  «e  to  lutet  oorsdve*  that  monlity  can  be  separated 
ban  nfipoa.  Concede  *s  much  u  nujr  be  uked  \a  the  effect 
of  fine  cdocatioa  in  minds  <A  peculiar  stnicture,  can  vc  belictrc 
can  we  in  prudence  loppoae,  tbftt  national  monlity  can  be  raain- 
taioed  in  csclasioa  of  reU^oaa  priociples  ?  Docs  it  not  require 
the  lid  of  a  generally  received  and  divindy  nnthoriutive  religion  "i 
T  ia  enendally  true  that  virtue  or  morality  ia  ■  main  and 
aeccuary  ipriag  of  popular  or  repnblican  |[OvcniaenU.  The  rule, 
indeed,  extends  with  more  or  Icsa  force  to  aU  free  govemmcau. 
Who  that  is  a  prudent  ud  sincere  friend  to  ihem.  can  look  with 
indiSerence  on  ibc  ravagca  which  arc  making  in  the  foundation  of 
the  fabric — religioD  ?  The  oncoramon  means  which  of  late  have 
been  directed  to  this  fatal  end.  wem  to  naks  it  in  a  parttculat 
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ponoiiy  to  fW)K'»r.4'  t-noocda  our  me 
<4><?r<'-wot.nn>f<'  iiixiiry  iimong  usand  more  diffufiivety. 
«h.in  r.ui«r>.ttio  actual  ^t.it.,^.  of  ^mK-nQtioiw^progT'eoo  ? 
W'nnU'Vi'f  nmyJHJ-tl»' apology  for  luxury  in  acountr)*. 
.«TwUt>r<"titi-ti*«^^rl<.  wl>i>iU  itrH  jtr.  minintorei  and  thw 
ewi'-^'-of  oati>>nal  opuUncfe  ciiii  it  protnoio  tU<M><l- 
^^aiHogo  of  Q  young  oouinry.  alnio-.t  wltoUy  agritful- 
tuwl.  in  I  lie  infancy  of 'the  artot  aw<i  <HTt(iinly  not  in 
the  otQtMfity  of  wooltb  i 

Promote,  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  importance, 
institutions  for  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
Ill  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a  government  gives 
force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  essential  that  public 
Opinion  should  be  enlightened, — 

'  As  a  very  important  source  of  strength  and 
security,  cherish  public  credit — One  method  of  pre- 
serving it  is,  to  use  it  as  tiiilo  sparingly  as  possible : — 
^.^'oiding  occasions  of  expense  by  cultivating  peace, 
l>«t  remembering  also  that  timely  disbursements  to 


I 


*>»iiiiicr  the  duly  of  x  retiring  chief  of  .1  nation  to  w«m  his 
^watiy  against  tasting  of  the  poiv)notis  drnughl. 

CuItiTaie,  also,  industry  and  frugalit)'.     They  arc  auxUiuies  0* 

S^ttl  nonds,  and  great  sources  of  private  and  national  prosperity. 

Is  Ikere  not  room    for  rcgiel,  that  our  propensity  to  enpense 

^»«ed»  ibe  maturity  of  our  country  for  expense  ?    Is  there  not 

^oreluxary  among  us,  in  various  classes,  than  suits  the  actual 

P«no<l  of  our  national  progress  ?     Whatever  may  be  the  apology 

■Or  luxury  in  a  country  mature  in  all  the  aTt«  which  are  its  minis- 

'srsand  the  means  of  national  opulence — can  it  promote  the 

*<lvantage  of  a  young  agricultural   country,  little   advanced  in 

iHnfictures,  and  not  much  advanced  in  wealth  ? 

Cherish  public  credit  as  a  means  of  strength  and  security.     As 
CDC  oetbod  of  preserving  it,  use  it  as  little  as  possible.     Avoid 


JW 


TBE  WMIT/JfGS  OF 


['79* 


prepare  for  danger  fpequendy  prevent  much  greaier 
dtsbunenents  to  repel  it — avoiding  likewise  the  ac- 
cumulacioa  of  debcnot  oaly  by  •wMmg' shunning  oc- 
casions  of  expense,  bat  by  v^orous  exertioDS  in  timtr 
of  Peace  to  discharge  the  debts  which  unavoidable 
wars  may  have  occasioned,  not  ungenerously  throw- 
ing upon  posterity  the  burthen  which  we  ourselves 
ot^it  to  bear.  The  execution  of  these  maxims  be- 
longs to  your  Representatives,  but  it  is  necessary 
that  public  opinion  should  tolneide  cooperate. — To 
facilitate  to  them  the  performance  of  their  duty,  it  is 
essential  that  you  should  practically  bear  in  mind,  that  ^ 
towards  the  pa)inent  of  debts  there  must  be  Revenue  I 
— that  to  have  Re\*enue  there  must  be  taxes — that  no 
taxes  can  be  de^'tsed  which  are  not  more  or  less  in- 
convenient and  unpleasant— that  the  intrinsic  em- 
barrassment inseparable  from  the  selection  of  the 
proper  objects  (which  is  always  a  choice  of  diffi- 
culties) ought  to  be  a  decisive  motive  for  a  candid 


eecuioDs  of  expeiue  ttf  cultivuini^  peac^— remembering  alwajrs 
that  the  preparadoD  agaiost  dinger,  by  timely  and  |>rovi<]eBt 
disburvemcats,  is  oTteo  a  means  of  avoiding  greater  disburx:- 
meats  to  repel  it  Avoid  the  nccumuUHon  of  debt  by  avoiding 
occationi  of  expense,  and  by  t-igorous  exertions  in  time  of  peace  to 
discharge  the  debts  which  unavoidable  wars  may  have  occasioned, 
not  transferring  to  posterity  the  buribea  which  wc  ought  to  bcv 
onrxelvcs.  Recollect,  that  towards  the  payment  of  debts  there 
must  be  revenue,  that  to  have  revenue  there  must  be  taxes,  that 
it  it  impossible  to  devise  taxes  which  are  not  more  or  less  incon- 
renient  and  unpleasant— that  they  arc  always  a  choice  of  difKcal- 
ties,  thai  the  intrinsic  embarrassment  which  never  fails  to  attend 
a  selection  of  objects  ought  to  be  a  motive  for  a  candid  construc- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  government  in  making  it,  and  that  a 
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coRstnictton  of  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
making  it.  and  for  a  spirit  of  acquiescence  in  the 
measures  for  obtaining  Revenue  which  the  public 
exigencies  may  at   any  time  dictate. — 

Observe  good  faith  and  justice  towards  all  Na- 
tilons.     a<td-cHiltiwaf  poaoo  iand   harmony  with  all. 
fcfin  public  ao  well  as  in  private  trancactionu,  I  am 
p»rouadad  that  honesty  wiUalwayo  be  found  to  be  the 
b«t  polioyi     Cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  all, — 
Rdigion  and  Moralit>'enjoin  this  conduct ;  and  can  it 
l>e  that  good  policy  docs  not  equally  enjoin  it? — It 
wll  be  worthy  of  a  free,  enlightened,  and,  at  no  dis- 
tant period,  a  great  nation,  to  give  to  mankind  the 
niagnanimous   and  too  novel  example  of  a  People 
always  guided  by  an  exalted  justice  and  benevolence. 
—Who    can    doubt  that  in  the  course  of  time    and 
things,  the  fruits  of  such  a  plan  would  richly  repay 
any  temporary  advantages,  which  might  be  lost  by  a 
steady  adherence  to  it  ?     Can  it  be  that  Providence 


*|>>m  of  acquiescence  in  those  measures  for  obtaining  revenue 
*hich  ihe  public  exigencies  dictate,  is,  in  an  especial  manner. 
1e  <iu[y  and  interest  of  the  citizens  of  every  state. 

Cherish  good  faith  and  justice  towards,  and  peace  and  harmoay 

*>th,  all  nations.     Religion  and  morality  enjoin  this  conduct,  and 

neuoot  t>e  but  iliat  true  policy  e<)ually  demands  it.     It  will  be 

*Wliiyof  d  free,  enlightened,  and  at  no  dittant  period,  a  great 

^Utiofk,  to   give   to  mankind   the  magnanimous  and   too    novel 

^Unplc  of  a  people  invariably  governed  by  those  exalted  views. 

"^  can  doubt  that  in  a  long  course  of  time  and  events  the  fruits 

"f  SDch  a  conduct  would  richly  repay  any  temporary  advantages 

*liicli  might  be  lost  by  a  steady  adherence  to  Ihe  plan  ?    Can  it 

K  that  Providence  has  not  connected  the  permanent  felicity  of  a 

Utioa  viik  it.s  vinue .'     The  experiment   is  recommended  by 
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has  not  connected  the  permanent  felicity  of  a  Nation 
with  its  virtue  ?    The  experiment,  at  least,  is  recom- 
mended by  every  sentiment  which  ennobles  human 
nature. — Alas!  is  it  rendered  impossible  by  its  vices? 
In  the  execution  of  such  a  plan  nothing  is  more 
essential  than  that  footad  permanent,  inveterate  an- 
tipathies against  particular  nations  and    pas^onate 
attachments  for  others  should  be  excluded  :  and  that 
in  place  of  them  just  and  amicable  feelings  towards  all 
should  be  cultivated. — The  Nation,  which  indulges 
towards  another -»  an  habitual  hatred  or -a- an  habitual 
fondness,  is  in  some  degree  a  slave.     It  is  a  slave  to  < 
its  animosity  or  to  its  affection,  either  of  which  s 
sufficient  to  lead  it  astray  from  its  duty  and  its  inter- 
est.— Antipathy  in  one  nation  against  another  bcgeW 
af  oourso  a-fiinttJaf  iiantitft>*t>t  iti  that  ariitut  disposes 
each  more  readily  to  offer  insult  and  injury,  to  lay 
hold  of  slight  causes  of  umbrage,  and  to  be  haughty 
and  intractable,  when  accidental  or  trifling  occasions 


every  xentiment  which  ennobles  human  nature.     AUs  !  is  it  rt*- 
dercd  imiinswible  by  lis  vices  i 

Townrdx  the  execution  of  such  ai  plui,  nothing  U  moreeSM*- 
ttal  than  that  antipathies  against  pnrtictilnr  nations  and  psssioiUK 
attachments  for  others  should  be  avoided,  and  that  instead  of 
them  wc  should  cultiv.ntc  just  and  amicable  feeling'^  toward*  aU. 
That  nation  which  indulges  towards  another  an  habitual  hatred 
or  an  habitual  fondness,  is  in  some  degree  a  slave.     It  is  a  slave 
to  its  animosity,  or  to  its  affection — cither  of  which  is  sufficieiM 
to  lead  it  astray  from  its  duly  and  interest.     Antipathy  against 
one  nation,  which  never  fails  to  beget  a  similar  sentiment  in  the 
other,  disijusca  each  more  readily  to  offer  in|ury  and  insult  to  the 
other,  to  lay  hold  of  slight  causes  of  umbrage,  and  to  be  baughtf 
and  untractabic  when   accidental  or  trifling  differences   arise. 
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<il  dispute  occur. — Hence  frequent  collisions,  obsti- 
nate, envenomed  and  bloody  contests. — The  Nation 
prompted  by  ill-will  and  resentment  sometimes  impels 
to  War  the  Government,  contrarj-  to  it^own  the  best 
calculations  of  policy. — The  Government  sometimes 
participates  in  the  national  propensity,  and  adopts 
through  passion  what  reason  would  reject ; — at  other 
times,  it  makes  the  animosity  of  the  Nation  sub- 
servient to  projects  of  hostility  instigated  by  pride, 
ambition,  and  other  sinister  and  pernicious  motives. — 
The  peace  often,  sometimes  perhaps  the  Liberty,  of 
Nations  has  been  the  victim. — 

So  likewise  a  passionate  attachment  of  one  Nation 
(or  another  produces  a  variety  of  evils. — Sympathy 
(or  the  favourite  nation,  facilitating  the  illusion  of  an 
imaginary  common  interest  in  cases  where  no  real 
common  interest  exists,  and  infusing  into  one  anoihor 
the  enmities  of  the  other,  betrays  the  former  into  a 
participation  in  the  quarrels  and  wars  of  the  latter, 


RoKc  frequent  qtiancls  and  bitter  and  obstinate  contefls.  The 
uiioB  urged  by  resentment  and  rage,  sometimes  compels  the 
9»tniiDeiit  to  war,  contrary  to  its  own  calculations  of  policy. 
Tht  (Oi-erament  sometimes  participates  in  this  propensity,  and 
^  through  passion  what  reason  would  forbid  at  other  times  ;  il 
luln  the  animosity  of  (he  nations  subservient  to  hostile  projects 
*hich  originate  in  ambition  and  other  sinister  motives.  The 
pcxc,  often,  and  sometimes  the  liberty  of  nations,  has  lieen  the 
rictim  of  this  cause. 

In  like  manner  a  passionate  attachment  of  one  nation  to  another 
produces  multiplied  ills.  Sympathy  for  the  favorite  nation,  pro- 
iiiou'og  the  illusion  of  a  supposed  common  interest,  in  cases 
where  it  does  not  exist,  the  enmities  of  the  one  betray  the  other 
into  3  participation  in  its  quarrels  and  u-ars,  niihout  adequate 
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without  adequate  inducement  or  justification ;  It 
leads  also  to  concessions  to  the  favourite  NaUOfioI 
privileges  denied  to  others,  which  is  apt  doubly  to 
injure  the  Nation  making  the  concessions;  -Mdybjl 
unnecessarily  parting  with  what  ought  to  have  been 
retained,  wHy  and  by  exciting  jealousy,  ill-will,  and 
a  disposition  to  retaliate,  in  the  parties  from  whom 
equal  privileges  are  withheld ;  and  it  gives  to  aml^ 
tious,  corrupted,  or  deluded  citizens,  (who  devote 
themselves  to  the  favourite  Nation)  facility  to  bfr 
tray,  or  sacrifice  the  interests  of  their  own  country, 
without  odium,  sometimes  even  with  popularity  ^- 
gilding  with  the  appearances  of  a  virtuous  senH 
of  obligation,  a  commendable  deference  for  public 
opinion,  or  a  laudable  zeal  for  public  good,  the  base 
or  foolish  compliances  of  ambition,  corruption  or 
infatuation. —  f 

As  avenues  to  foreign  influence  in  innumerable 
ways,  such  attachments  are  particularly  alarming  to 
the  truly  enlightened  and  independent  Patriot. — HoijL 


inducements  or  juatificalions.  Il  leads  to  the  concesstoR  of  \^^' 
leges  to  one  nation,  and  to  the  dental  of  them  to  others,  whic^ 
is  apt  doubly  to  injure  the  nation  making  the  concession  bytf 
unnecessary  yielding  of  what  ought  to  have  been  retained,  and  by 
exciting  jealousy,  ill-will,  and  retaliation  in  the  party  from  whoffli" 
equal  privilege  is  withheld.  And  it  gives  to  ambitious,  corra pit' 
citizens,  who  devote  themselves  to  the  views  of  the  favorite  forrip 
power,  facility  in  betraying  or  sacrificing  the  interests  of  iheiro«i' 
country,  even  with  popularity,  gilding  with  [the  appearance  ef* 
virtuous  impulse,  the  base  yielding!  of  ambition  or  corniplion) 

As  avenues  to  foreign  influence  in  innumerable  wayi,  wcb 
attachments  are  peculiarly  alanning  to  the  enlightened  Jndef'Ci'' 
dent  patriot.     How  many  opportunities  do  they  afford  to  intiig 
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many  opportunities  do  they  afford  to  tamper  with 
domestic  factions,  to  practise  the  arts  of  seduction, 
to  mislead  public  opinion,  to  influence  or  awe  the 
public  councils !  Such  an  attachment  of  a  small  or 
kweak,  towards  a  great  and  powerful  nation,  dooms 
llhe  former  to  be  the  satellite  of  the  latter. 

Against  the  insidious  wiles  of  foreign  influence.  I 

njurc  you  to  believe  me,  my  fnsndj,  fellow-citizens. 

I  the  jealousy  of  a  free  people  ought  to  be  inccDoomly 

•itanify  awake,  since  histor>'  and  experience  prove 

'riiat  foreign  influence  is  one  of  the  most  baneful  foes 

of  republican  Government. — But  that  jealousy,  to  be 

tiseful.  must  be  impartial ;  else  it  becomes  the  instru- 

[ncnt  of  the  very  influence  to  be  avoided,  instead  of 

fence  against  \x. — Excessive  partiality   for  one 

nation  and  excessive  dislike  of  another,  cause 

those  whom  they  actuate  to  see  danger  only  on  one 

and  serve  to  veil  and  even  second  the  arts  of 

nSuence   on   the   other. — Real   Patriots,  who    may 

Iicsist  the  intrigues  of   the  favourite,  are    liable    to 


i 

I 


*ilh  domesiic  factions,  to  ftriciistf  with  success  the  arts  of  seduc- 
^fioii,  to  mislead  the  public  opinion — to  infliience  or   awe  the 

iblic  councils  ?  Such  an  ait^tchment  of  a  small  or  weak  towards 
1  peat  and  powerful  natioD.  dcBtincs  the  fonner  to  revolve  round 
the  Uncr  as  its  satellite. 

Against  the  mischiefs  of  foreign  inlluence  all  the  jealousy  of  a 
^  people  ought  to  be  conitantly  exerted  ;  but  the  jealousf  of 
i>  to  be  useful  must  be  impartial,  else  it  becomes  an  ioitlrumcnt 
•(  the  very  lofluencc  to  be  avoided,  instead  of  a  defence  against  iu 

Excessive  panialiijr  for  one  foreign  nation,  and  excessive  dis- 
liktof  another  leads  to  sec  danger  onlf  on  one  side,  and  serves  10 
*'il  the  aits  of  influence  on  the  other.  Real  patriou.  who  resist 
Uttntrigucs  of  the  favorite,  become  suspccicd  and  odious.     Its 
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become  suspected  and  odious ;  while  its  tools  a 
dupes   usurp    the    applause   and    confidence  of 
people,  to  surrender  their  interests.^ — 

The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  us,  in  regard  to 
foreign  Nations,  is.  in  extending  our  commercial 
relations,  to  have  with  them  as  little  Politual  con- 
nection as  possible. — So  far  as  we  have  alreedy 
formed  engagements,  let  them  be  fulfilled  with  m-  ^ 
ountfiptiotion  tadeocl.  1km  with  perfect  good  faith.-^H 
Here  let  us  stop. —  " 

Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which  lo  us 
have  none,  or  a  very  remote  relation. — Hence  she 
must  be  engaged  in  frequent  controversies,  the  causes 
of  which  are  essentially  foreign  to  our  concerns.— 
Hence  therefore  it  must  be  unwise  in  us  to  implicate 
ourselves,  by  «a.  artificial  connooiion  ties  tn  the  or- 
dinar>'  vicissitudes  of  her  politics,  or  in*  the  ordinary 
combinations  and   collisions  of   her   friendships,  or 


enmities. 


tools  and  dupes  usurp  the  applause  and  confidence  of  the  people 
to  betray  their  interests. 

The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  nx  in  regard  to  foreign  uiiooi 
ought  to  be  to  have  as  little  foiiHtal  connection  with  then  U 
possible.  So  far  as  we  have  already  formed  engagements.  It* 
them  be  fulfilled  with  circumspection,  indeed,  but  with  perftd 
good  faith  ;  here  let  it  stop. 

Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  inicrests,  which  have  noneorneT 
remote  relation  to  us.  Hence  she  must  be  involved  in  frcquf"' 
contests,  the  causes  of  which  will  be  essentially  foreign  to  "^ 
Hence,  therefore,  it  rausi  necessarily  be  unwise  on  our  pan  <o 
implicate  ourselves  by  an  artificial  connection  in  the  ordin^iT 
ridssiludes  of  European  politics — in  the  combination  and  colli' 
sions  of  her  friendships  or  enmities. 


^ 
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Our  detached  and  distant  situation  in^ntes  and 
enables  us  to  pursue  a  different  course. — If  we  remain 
one  People,  under  an  efficient  government,  the  period 
is  not  far  off.  when  we  may  defy  material  injury  from 
externa]  annoyance ;  when  we  may  take  such  an  atti- 
tude  as  wilt  cause  the  neutrality  we  may  at  any  time 
resolve  upon  t»  observe  to  be  scrupulously  respected. 
When  iwiihef  of  two  belligerent  nations,  under  the 
impossibility  of  making  acquisitions  upon  us.  will  not 
lightly  hazard  the  giving  us  provocation  lo  th^ow  ouf 
w^iRbtiiinto  tlfc»  «^potiw  ft»aia  i  when  we  may  choose 
peace  or  war,  as  our  interest  guided  by  our  justice 
shall  counseL 

Why  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar  a  situa- 
tion ? — Why  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon  foreign 
ground? — Why.  by  interweaving  our  destiny  with 
that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and 
prosperity  in  the  toib  of  European  ambition,  rival* 
ship,  interest,  humour,  or  caprice  ? — 


Oar  detached  aod  duunt  »itustion  invites  ui  to  a  different 
coarse  and  enables  u«  to  pursue  it.  If  we  remun  auoited  people, 
sadct  aa  efficient  govcromenl,  the  period  is  not  distut  when  we 
my  defy  material  injury  from  external  annoyances— when  we 
aiay  take  such  an  attitude  as  will  cause  the  neutrality  we  shall  ai 
any  rime  resolve  to  observe,  to  be  violated  with  caution — when 
it  will  be  the  interest  of  belligerent  nations,  under  the  im{)ossi- 
biltty  of  making  actiuisitioni  upon  us,  to  be  ver>-  careful  how 
«tbcr  forced  us  to  throw  our  weight  into  the  opposite  scale— 
vfacB  we  may  choow  peace  or  war,  as  our  interests,  guided  by 
e,  shall  dicute. 
Wliy  should  we  forego  the  advantages  of  so  felicitous  a  situa- 
I  ?  Why  quit  our  own  ground  and  st^nd  upon  foreign  ground  ? 
LVkji  by  interweaving  our  destiny  with  any  part  of  Europe,  should 


clear   of   MWimatfr 

with  any  portion  o( 

as  we  are  now  at 

ooc  be  Daderstood  as 

maxim  no  }ess  ap* 

afeirs.  f*r  i  )t4iUi**- 

■latrancactienr,  that 

poficy). — I  repeat  it  there- 

kmn  wwrt  be  obsen'cd 

in  my  c^inion  it  is  uo- 

CO  extend  them. — 

O0nd%-es.  by  suitable 

defensive  posture. 

temporary  alliances 


with  all  nations,  are 

humanity,   and    interest. 

poticy  should  hold  an  equal 

seeking  nor  granting 

prcfefences : — consulting   the 


* 


IB  the  nets  of  Europeta 
a»bteon.ri»»l*ip.i—»'m.or<3price?  ^ 

PernuacDt  •"•■""^  m*^"**  connection  vtih  any  pan  of  tb^H 
lorcigD  worid  ii  10  be  aroidcd  :  so  ixr,  I  mean  u  we  are  now  at^ 
Ijbetty  to  do  ti ;  for  let  BC  never  be  trndcntood  as  patroniiiog 
infidelity  to  pre-extctiBg  eagiceflicnts.     Tliese  must  be  observed 

ID  their  tnie  "J  s"»n'oe  *«««• 

Hannonr,  liberal  intercoorie.  and  commerce  with  all  nation* 
recommended  by  Justice,  humanity,  and  interest.     But  eren 
^tir  comnercial  policy  should  hold  an  equal  hand,  neither  scek- 
■  nor  graottng  exclusive  favors  or  preferences— conaulling  the 
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utural  course  of  things  ; — diffusing  and  diversifying 
bj'  gentle  means  the  streams  of  commerce,  but  forcing 
nothing ; — establishing  with  Powers  so  disposed — -in 
order  to  give  trade  a  stable  course,  to  define  the 
rights  of  our  Merchants,  and  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  support  them — conventional  rules  of  inter- 
course, the  best  that  present  circumstances  and  mutual 
Opinion  will  permit ;  but  temporary,  and  liable  to  be 
from  lime  to  time  abandoned  or  varied,  as  experi- 
ence and  circumstances  shall  dictate ;  constantly 
taping  in  view  that 't  is  folly  in  one  nation  to  look  for 
tercstcd  favors  «4-  from  another. — that  it  must 
jay  with  a  portion  of  its  independence  for  whatever 
ii  may  accept  under  that  character — that  by  such 
acceptance,  it  may  place  itself  in  the  condition  of 
having  given  equivalents  for  nominal  favours  and 
y«  of  being  reproached  with  ingratitude  for  not  giv- 
ing more. — There  can  be  no  greater  error  than  to 
ttpeci,  or  calculate  upon  real  favours  from  Nation  to 
Nation. — 'T  is  an  illusion  which  experience  must  cure, 
which  a  just  pride  ought  to  discard. 


LuDual  course  of  ihinp — diffusing   and  diversifying  by  gentle 

[kus  the  streams  of  commerce,  but  forcing  nothing — establishing 

l~*ilh  powers  so  dispoKed    temporary    rulei  of    intercourse,   the 

^bwthai  present  circumstances  nnd  mutual  opinion  of  interest 

■in  penoit,  but  temporary,  and  liable  to  be  abandoned  or  varied, 

M  time,  experience,  and   future  circumstances  may   dictate — 

numbering  that  it  is  folly  in  one  nation  to  expect  disinterested 

bror  in  another,  that  to  accept  is  to  part  with  a  portion  of  its 

indepeadcDCc,  and  that  it  may  find  itself  in  the  condition  of  hav- 

ilg  given  equivalents  for  nominal  favors,  and  of  being  reproached 

vith  ingntitade  in  the  bargain.     There  can  be  no  greater  error 
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In  offering  to  yon,  my  Countrj-men,  these  counsds 
of  an  old  and  affectionate  friend.  I  dare  not  hopetbq 
will  make  the  strong  and  lasting  impression,  1  could 
wish, — that  they  will  controul  the  usual  current  (rf  the 
passions,  or  prevent  our  Nation  from  running  tke 
course  which  has  hitherto  marked  the  destiny  of  Na- 
tions.— But  if  I  may  even  flatter  myself,  that  they 
maybe  productive  of  some  partial  benefit:  some  oca- 
sionai  good;  that  they  may  now  and  then  recur  to 
moderate  the  fury  of  party  spirit,  to  warn  against  the 
mischiefs  of  foreign  intrigue,  to  guard  against  the 
impostures  of  pretended  patriotism,  this  hope  will  be 
a  full  recompense  for  the  solicitude  for  your  welfare, 
by  which  they  have  been  dictated. — 

How  far  in  the  dischai^e  of  my  official  duties,  I 
have  been  guided  by  the  principles  which  have  been 
delineated,  the  public  Records  and  other  evidences  (rf 
my  conduct  must  witness  to  You,  and  to  the  world.— 
To  myself  the  assurance  of  my  own  conscience  is,  that 
I  have  at  least  believed  myself  to  be  guided  by  then. 


in  national  policy  that  to  desire,  CKpcci,  or  calculate  upoo  rtfl 
favors.  T  is  an  allusion  that  experience  muit  cure,  tIi2tijiM< 
pride  ought  to  discard. 

In  ofltering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  these  counsels  of  an  ol*! 
and  affectionate  friend — counsels  suggested  by  laborious  lefle^ 
tion,  and  oiatured  by  a  various  eipcricnce,  I  dare  not  hopctli*l 
they  will  make  the  strong  snd  lasting  impressions  I  wish— il)" 
they  will  control  the  curreni  of  the  pASsions,  or  prevent  our  nsHO" 
from  nmning  the  course  vhich  has  hitherto  marked  the  dcstinf  o* 
all  nations. 

But  if  they  may  even  produce  partial  beneltt,  some  occssiont 
good  •  "  •  that  they  sometimes  recur  to  moderate  the  violetici 
of  party  spirit,  to  warn  against  the  evils  of  foreign  inlhguc,  tc 
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In  relation  to  the  still  subsisting  War  in  Europe, 
.■y  Proclamation  of  the  22d  of  April  1793  is  the 
ffadex  to  my  plan. — Sanctioned  by  your  approving 
roicc  and  by  that  of  Your  Representatives  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  the  spirit  of  that  measure  has 
ooniinuaHy  governed  mc  : — uninfluenced  by  any  at- 
tempts to  deter  or  divert  me  from  it. 

After  deliberate  examination  with  the  aid  of  the 
best  lights  1  could  obtain,  (ofHi-tfom  mon  dtsogcowng- 
ifltbwr  impro66iQn&-of  th«  origin,  progreco,  aod-n»- 
Htf»^  that  wart)  I  was  well  satisfied  that  uur  coun* 
ii)',  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  had  a 
right  to  take,  and  was  bound  in  duty  and  interest,  to 
tjte  a  Neutral  position. — Having  taken  it,  I  deter- i^ 
nuned,  as  far  as  should  depend  upon  me,  to  maintain 
it,  with  moderation,  perseverance,  and  firmness. — 

Yhw  aonsidwratioofr  i*4WoJ*  rwGp^ct  tJ>«-right  to  hold 
*hift.6»odu6t.  ftom«  of  th«iw  of  a  dalicata  naturo,  would 
W  i»>pyo|>«if ly  tha  ct*bjaot  of  ewplanation  on  thio  oo 
*>iB«Qn.     1  will  baaaly  obcerve  that-acoording  to  my 


Euard  against  ihe  impositions  of  pretended  patriotism,  ihe  having 
offtTtd  them  must  always  afiord  me  a  precious  consolation. 

Htnr  far  in  the  execution  of  my  present  ofltce  I  have  l>e«n 
pided  by  the  principles  which  have  been  Tccommended.  the 
public  records  and  the  external  evidences  of  my  conduct  must 
*inie».  My  conitcienee  asxures  me  that  I  have  at  least  believed 
oj«lf  to  be  guided  by  them. 

la  reference  to  the  present  war  of  Europe,  my  proclamation  of 
Atiid  April,  1793,  is  the  key  to  my  plan,  sanctioned  by  your 
^proving  voice,  and  that  of  your  Represent  a  lives  in  Congress — 
4e  spirit  of  that  measure  has  continually  governed  me — un- 
influenced and  unavred  by  the  attempts  of  any  of  the  warring 
P<i*«s,  their  agents,  or  partisans,  to  deter  or  divert  from  it. 


S»a 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1796 


MrnlMrBt.-wi4ing.iot  tha  maitafi  t3>at  -fight  ib»  fnr  from 
boin^  tloniud — by  any  b«lligopcnt  Power,  hoa  beci> 
wttHittj'  inlniiiU'il  hy  itlii — 

Th»'«>nfii<i»rati<WB-wtH«h-te6p»cnhe^ight  lo  hold 
ihie  aondagli  wwwIJ  U*  iinproparly  tlit>  r.HbJH«t  «if  par 
lictttitr  tlii>c*nioU>tv.on  tliir.  ooCtTilcni]  \  witl  Wnily  ob- 
6»f^»'4hat  t*«  n>u  il>My  apt»wi"tr  tt>bQ  warritotQid  by  well' 
wrtabliGhod  pflnciplaa  of  Um  Laws  of — I^ations  as 
applittaMo  to  tho  natyrw  of  our  ailiangw  witU  ■Pfanca 
ill  »»i*n»8t>wn  iwitl*  tho  cifcuiiifitanaiio  of  ihe  oaoei  ami 
thti  ^'laiive  wiootion  of  th8»*>i*t*>twiw>(j;"tiiwtHiai' 

The  considerations  which  rcspt:ct  the  right  to  hold 
this  conduct,  coma  of  them  of  *>  doliontc-oalofe.  wowl<t- 
he  iwpropofty  iho  oiiLijuot  of  ■■«?HplonutiotK  tt  is  not 
necessary  on  this  occasion  to  d<!taii.  I  will  only  ob- 
serve, that,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the 
matter,  that  right,  so  far  from  being  denied  by  any 
of  the  Belligerent  Powers,  has  been  virtually  admitted 
by  alL— 

The  duty  of  holding  a  neutral  conduct  may  be  in- 
ferred, without  anything  more,  from  the  obligation 
which  justice  and  humanity  impose  on  every  Nation, 


After  delibcraie  coosideracion,  and  the  hett  lightu  I  could  obtain 
(and  (rom  men  who  did  not  agree  in  their  vte<n  of  the  origin, 
progreu,  nnd  natare  of  that  war),  I  was  sniisficrd  that  our  country, 
under  all  the  circuraMxnces  of  the  case,  h^d  s  right  and  was  bound 
in  propriety  and  interest  to  uke  a  neutral  podtton.  And  having 
t^en  it,  I  determined  as  should  depend  on  me  to  nuiDtain  it 
MCftdily  and  firmlj. 

'Oalhe  auixin  of  the  |Mn(r«ph  u  printed,  wa*  vfklcn  tijr  WiaUncUB: 
TUi  b  Ike  fim  dnft.  Md  ii  b  qocstioMUe  wUcb  ol  the  two  I*  i«  b«  pfo. 


iJ94| 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


3«3 


I 

I 


in  cases  in  which  it  is  free  to  act.  to  maintain  invio- 
late the  relations  of  Peace  and  Amity  towards  other 
Nations. — 

The  inducements  of  interest  for  observing  thai 
conduct  will  best  be  referred  to  your  own  reflections 
asd experience. — With  me,  a  predominant  motive  has 
been  to  endeavour  to  gain  time  to  our  countrj'  tosettle 
and  mature  lis  yet  recent  institutions,  and  to  progress 
without  interruption  to  that  degree  of  strength  and 
consistency,  which  is  necessary  to  give  it,  humanly 
speaking,  the  command  of  its  own  fortune. 

Though,  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  my  Admin- 
isiration.  I  am  unconscious  of  intentional  error — t  am 
nevertheless  too  sensible  of  my  defects  not  to  think 
it  probable  that  I  may  have  committed  many  errors. — 
Whatever  the>'  may  be.  I  deprecate  >h«  evils  to  ■whiel» 
<h<)'  may  tand,  anA  I  fervently  beseech  the  Almighty 
to  avert  or  mitigate  thorn  the  evils  to  which  they  may 
tend— 1  shall  also  carrj'  with  me  the  hope  that  my 
countrywill  never  cease  to  view  them  with  indulgence; 
and  that  after  forty-five  years  of  my  life  dedicated  to 
its  sen-ice,  with  an  upright  zeal,  the  faults  of  incom- 


Utouch  in  reviewing  ihe  incident?  of  my  Administration  I  am 
■"CMscious  of  intcnlional  error.  1  am  yet  too  sensible  of  my  own 
drfieicndet,  not  to  think  ii  possible  that  I  have  committed  inany 
'"On;  I  deprecate  the  evils  to  which  Ihey  may  tend,  and  fer- 
**tiil]r  implore  the  Almighty  to  avert  or  mitigate  them.  I  shall 
^"^y  with  mc.  nevertheless,  the  hope  that  my  motives  will  con- 
'™e  to  be  viewed  by  my  country  with  indulgence,  and  that  after 
(ony-fivc  years  of  my  life,  devoted  with  an  upright  leal  to  the 
["•'■lie  lervice,  the  faults  of  inadequate  abilities  will  be  consigned 
^  "^tivion,  as  myself  miui  soon  be  to  the  mansions  of  test. 
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iMtfl  be  consigned  to  oblivion,  as  myself 
:  BO  the  mansion!;  nf  rest. 
■l-<iafcin  ilii  charge  of  Wfitcination  add  iha* 
■  Tri?«to.-wi  nor  intaraat  hac  bwn  the  ioipQllliig 


!»>«••»»• 


-«tw>t"t  have  n&vttr  lioftignodly 


lyi^aiir  ^anhdad  to  me  no>  hfotiiUi'd   to 


It  w>»M  n*rtounu"<<t'VOiif 


««■ 


...     .'^-.  1    >vitlium  till)  apponntnet!  of  atfceta- 
m- -  -  t'iit  i*--^    '"^" ••■'•\\  — liirh  I    niniL  into 


^jfa»i<».»oi  Uniwf^  otliofwJBw  than  by  tho  impfovo- 

*»*i»>    >■«  *■>*  ^rtlw**  nf    pr.tp^ity  whiriU  IJW  (jiiirii  progfci 

»i»'''>'»i— ii     >laiitl  Btiil  furth>ir  add  without  bfeoohof' 
^■>iiwi¥i  tlwit  I  ahall  >Q>i>o  wiiluHit-txHuxj  for  q  bluali. 


ilh     Ti  -     T  — :-"""'^    -li""    >"    'i-~    f ,    -t    t1i 


w»«M»ii  ■■■^  ■■■■■    M»  »t  <hw  n.ttivw  fcw4.wi  ht«i  pfej^vtti- 

Kd>'in£  on  its  kindness  in  this  as  in  other  things. 
1^  actuatrd  by  that  fer\*ent  love  towards  it,  v/hich 
kl  »t>  lutunl  to  a  man.  who  views  in  it  the  native  soil 
gf  hiinvrlf  and  his  progenitors  for-(«»u«  several  gcnera- 


N«rtbfi  mmUimw  sot  inter»i  hxx  been  ihe  impelling  r.iuM  of 
MM  KttottL  1  Bvvrr  iJot)pe<ll<r  nitsuseil  xay  power  cxinfided  in 
mf,  Tbi«  fttflun^  ailb  ithich  I  cjune  into  office,  i»  not  bettered 
^llMt«i«*  tl^***  ^f  ^^^  improveiDCDt  in  the  value  of  property 
«lkMU  \tf«  lUlural  ptogUM  ftnd  peculiar pTosperity  of  our  country 
W>«  t^OtKOd.  I  retire  with  a  {'iitc  heart,  with  undciiled  hondt, 
,  t  -  ..K,  ai^nt  vi>w>  (uT  the  happiness  of  a  countrr,  the  native 
.  •  tcK  and  pmgenitors  fur  four  generations. 

ii|Ih  of  lUi  |i*nEnipIi  Wuhioftoa  wtoW  :  "Thi*  p*KgT«pti 
— ,.  ^,,  iH>  *]v)wtfui[>r  n'  i»lfrfliilTii«  antl  mere  vanity,*' 
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dons; — I  anticipate  with  pleasing  expectation  that  re- 
treat, in  which  I  promise  myself  to  realize,  without( 
alloy,  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  partaking,  in  the  midst 
of  my  fcUow-citizcns,  the  benign  inHuence  of  good 
Lairs  under  a  free  Government, — the  ever  favourite 
object  of  my  heart,  and  the  happy  reward,  as  1  trust, 
of  our  mutual  cares,  labours,  and  dangers.' 

UmttJ  Siaiti,  Se^emier  i^h,  1796. 

'Ob  »  (Ofij-  cA  fSayftatt'i  Amrruan  Daily  Aiivtrtitfr.  lor  Septrmb«r 
14,  iTgb,  ue  endontd  Ibe  following  wortis  in  Wuhington's  handwriting, 
■IkkavfedeugnedaiiiQ  j&itniction  la  the  copyttt.  wborecordeilihe  Addrkss 
iaAcktttr-boofc  : 

"The  Itucr  roniaincrJ  in  tliis  gaictle,  addraicd  'To  ihc  People  <j(  ibe 
QtM  SUto.'  U  to  be  recorded,  and  in  llie  ordet  ot  Iti  dAte.  Let  U  have  « 
Uaak  pig*  before  and  alicr  it,  to  u  ifxiand  d[tiinct.  Lei  It  be  writ  ten  with* 
iRUtUijn  uid  (ullei  than  Ibe  common  rccotiling  hand.  Aad  wheie  wordi 
•n  fiiatnl  irhli  capital  ieltcn,  it  ii  to  be  done  so  in  lecofding.  And  ihoic 
aAn  ntdt,  that  arc  ptintMl  is  itklict,  miut  be  suorei!  nndernealli  bik)  k1i»ighl 
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TO  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

[PRIVATBJ 

PHnADXLraU,  «  No*«mb«r.  iM- 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

On  Monday  afternoon,  !  arrived  in  this  Cit>',  and 
among  the  first  things  which  presented  themselves  lo 
my  view  \%'as  Mr.  Adel's  letter  lo  the  Secrctan'  of 
State,  published  by  his  order,  in  the  moment  it  was  J 
presented.'  \ 

The  object  in  doing  this  is  not  difficult  of  solution; 
but  whether  the  puhlieatiott  in  the  manner  it  appears 
is  by  order  of  the  Directory,  or  an  act  of  his  own,  is 
yet  CO  be  learnt.  If  the  first,  he  has  executed  a  dutj' 
only;  if  the  latter,  he  exceeded  it,  and  is  himself 
responsible  for  the  indignitj'  offered  to  this  Govcrti- 
ment  by  such  publication,  without  allowing  it  time 
to  reply — or  to  take  its  own  mode  of  announcing  tHe 
intentions  of  his  country  towards  the  commerc_^[ 
these  United  States. 

In  either  case,  should  there  be  in  your  opinion  aiV 
difference  In  my  reception  and  treatment  of  that  M>"' 
ister,  in  his  visits  at  the  public  Rooms,  (I  have  oO^ 
seen  him  yet.  nor  do  not  expect  to  do  it  before  Tu«^ 
day  next) — and  what  difference  should  be  made    *' 
any  ? ' 

He  complains  in  his  letter,  that  he  had  received  '*' 
answers  to  the  remonstrances  in  former  communi*'* 

'  Tbi>  letlei  it  priniiKl  in  (h«  Stttt  Faftrs,  Farrigm  Rtlatiem,  i.,  jTti. 

•"The  true  rule  on  this  point  would  be  to  icceivc  the  Miniuer  ni  yow  Ic*'"*' 
with  ■  dignifitd  rtitrit.  holding  an  nail  mfdiim  bctwccii  mn  tfftHiitfe  c.'jJ'' 
•lid  isrMality,     The  point  is  a  nice  one  lobe  hit.  but  no  one  will  kiMv  bf' 
how  10  iloilthan  the  Piwiileiit. " — Hamilton  tt  M'o/hnfftin,  4  Norcnber,  1I 
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tions  (the  dates  of  which  ar^  given).  The  fact  is 
that  one  at  least  of  those  mnonstiaiioes,  were  ac- 
companied by  as  indecent  charges,  and  as  offensive 
expressions  as  the  letters  of  Genet  were  ever  marked 
with,  and  be«des,  the  same  things  on  former  occa- 
sions, had  been  replied  to  (zs  the  Secretar)*  of  State 
informs  me)  over  and  over  again. 

That  the  letter  which  he  has  now  given  to  the 
public  will  be  answered,  and  (to  a  candid  mind^  I 
hope  satisfactorily,  is  certain :  bat  ought  it  to  be 
published  immediately  or  not  ?  This  question  has 
two  sides  to  it :  both  of  which  are  importanL  If  the 
answer  does  not  accompany  the  letter,  the  antidote 
will  not  keep  pace  with  the  poison, — and  it  may.  and 
undoubtedly  would  be  said,  it  was  because  the  charges 
are  just,  and  the  cooseqoences  had  been  predicted. 
On  the  other  band — may  not  the  dignity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment be  committed  by  a  Newspaper  dispute  with 
the  Minister  of  a  foreign  Nation,  and  an  apparent 
appeal  to  the  People  ?  and  would  it  not  be  said  also 
that  we  can  bear  fv^iy  thing  from  one  of  the  Bel- 
ligerent Powers,  but  notiing  from  another  of  them  ? 
I  could  enlarge  on  this  subject,  but  add  nothing.  I 
am  certain,  that  your  own  reflections  thereon  will  not 
furnish.  Whether  the  answer  is  published  now.  or 
not.  would  it  be  proper,  do  you  conceive,  at  the  en- 
suing Session,  which  will  close  the  political  scene  with 
roe.  to  bring  the  French  Affairs,  since  the  contro- 
versy with  Genet,  fully  before  Congress?  In  doing 
this  it  is  to  be  noticed,  there  is  such  a  connexion  be- 
tween them  and  our  transactions  with  Great  Britain 
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as  to  render  either  imperfect  without  the  other ;  and  so 
much  of  the  latter  as  relates  to  the  Treaty  with  ihat 
country  has  already  been  refused  to  that  body ;  noi  be- 
cause there  was  any  thing  contained  therein  that  all  the 
world  might  not  have  seen,  but  because  it  was  claimed 
as  a  matter  of  right,  and  the  compliance  therewidi« 
would  have  established  a  dangerous  precedent.         V 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  from  Mount  Vernon,  on  the 
eve  of  my  departure  from  that  place,  and  on  my  way 
hither,  I  received  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Sinclair  an 
extract  of  which  I  enclose  you — on  the  subject  of  an 
agricultural    establishment. — Though   not  such    aD 
enthusiast  as  he   is,  I  am  nevertheless  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  benefits  which  would  result  from 
such  an  institution,  and  if  you  see  no  improprict>'  in 
the  measure,  I  would  leave  it  as  a  recommendatory 
one  in   the  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Session; 
which,  probably,  will  be  the  last  I  shall  ever  address 
to  that,  or  any  other  public  body. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  ever)'  man,  who  considers 
the  agriculture  of  this  countr>',  (even  in  the  best  im- 
proved parts  of  it)  and  compares  the  produce  of  our 
lands  with  those  of  other  countries,  no  ways  superior 
to  them  in  natural  feriUity,  how  miserably  defective 
we  are  in  the  management  of  them ;  and  that  if  we 
do  not  fail  on  a  better  mode  of  treating  them,  how 
ruinous  it  will  prove  to  the  landed  interest.  Ages 
will  not  produce  a  systematic  change  without  public 
attention  and  encouragement ;  but  a  few  years  more 
of  increased  sterility  will  drive  ihe  Inhabitants  of  the 
Atlantic  States  westwardly  for  support ;    whereas  if 
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^Hey  were  taught  how  to  improve  the  old,  instead  of 
Agoing  in  pursuit  of  new  and  productive  soils,  they 
would  make  those  acres  which  now  scarcely  yield 
them  any  thing,  turn  out  beneficial  to  themselves — 
to  the  Mechanics,  by  supplying  them  with  the  staff 
of  life  on  much  cheaper  terms — to  the  Merchants,  by 
cncreasing  their  Commerce  and  exportation — and  to 
the  Community  generally,  by  the  Influx  of  Wealth 
resulting  therefrom. 

In  a  word,  it  is  in  my  estimation,  a  great  national 
oliject.  and  if  stated  as  fully  as  the  occasion  and  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,  I  think  it  must  appear  so — 
,     But  whatever  may  be  the  reception,  or  fate  of  the 
■  recommendation,  I  shall  have  discharged  my  duty  in 
H  submitting  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 
W     As  I  have  a  verj-  high  opinion  of  Mr.  jay's  judg- 
meni,  candor,  honor  and  discretion  (tho'  I  am  not  in 
the  habit  of  writing  so  freely  to  him  as  to  you)  it 
would  be  very  pleasing  to  me  if  you  would  shew  him 
this  letter  (although  it  is  a  hurried  one,  my  time  hav- 
ing been    much  occupied  since    my  arrival    by   the 
heads  of   the   Departments,    and   with   the    Papers 
wliich  have  been  laid  before  me)  and  let  me  have, 
for  consideration,  your  joint  opinion  on  the  several 
matters  therein  stated. 

You  will  recollect  that  the  conduct  to  be  observed 
toinrds  Mr.  Adet  must  be  decided  on  before  Tues* 
•iiyncxt;  that  is,  if  he  comes  to  the  public  room, 
■iiethcr  he  is  to  be  received  with  the  same  cordiality 
»s usual,  or  with  coolness;  and  you  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe  that   in  this  instance,  and  every 


other,  I  wish  it  to  be  such  as  will  promote  the 
true  policy  and  interest  of  the  countr)'.  at  the  same 
time  that  a  proper  respect  for  its  dignit>'  is  pre- 
served.    My  own  feelings  I  put  out  of  the  question. 

There  is  in  the  conduct  of  the  French  government 
relative  to  this  business,  an  inconsistency,  a  duplicity, 
a  delay,  or  a  something  else,  which  is  unaccounisble 
upon  honorable  ground.  It  appears  that  the  order 
under  which  Mr.  Adet  has  acted  is  dated  in  July] 
(early)  and  yet  Mr.  Monroe  has  been  led  to  believe 
(though  much  dissatisfaction  he  says  has  appeared)— 
that  no  such  order  had  or  would  be,  issued  unks* 
Great  Britain  set  the  example  ; — and  in  a  letter  of 
August  the  28th  he  writes  Mr.  King  to  that  effect;--) 
as  the  latter  officially  informs  the  Secretarj-  of 
State  :— But  I  am  fatigued  with  this  and  other  mat 
ters  which  crowd  upon  me,  and  shall  only  add  that 
am  verj'  affectionately  yours. 

P.  S.  I  find  I  have  not  time  before  the  hour  for 
closing  the  mail  arrives,  to  take  the  promised  extract 
from  Sir  John  Sinclair's  letter,  I  therefore  send  the 
original,  with  a  request  that  it  may  soon  be  returned 
as  I  have  given  it  no  acknowledgment  yet. — the  : 
cles  which  he  requests  my  acceptance  of  are  not 
come  to  hand. 


TO   ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 


Mv  DEAR  Sir,  Philaekimha.  3d  Novcmbn.  1796. 

After  my  letter  of  yesterday  was  despatched  to 
you.  the  draught  of  the  answer  to  Mr.  Adet  was  pre- 
sented for  my  approbation,  with  the  opinions  of  the 
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Gentlemen  about  me  that  it  would  be  expedient  to 
publish  it.  and  without  delay. 

It  appeared  also,  by  information  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  that  as  far  as  public  opinion  had  been 
expressed  on  the  occasion,  that  this  measure  was 
looked  to  and  expected.  These  considerations  and 
a  conviction,  if  the  publication  was  to  take  place 
otherwise  than  through  the  medium  of  Congress,  the 
sooner  it  happened  the  more  likely  it  would  be  to 
obviate  the  bad  impressions  it  was  calculated  to  make 
on  the  public  mind,  induced  an  acquiescence  on  my 
part. — I  do  not,  nevertheless,  think  it  free  from  those 
objections  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last ;  as  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  correspondence  will  end  with  the 
Secretary's  letter. 

I  p've  you  the  trouble  of  this  note  to  account  for 
e  Publication  which  you  will  find  in  the  Gazette  of 
this  morning  ;  and  to  rescue  my  conduct  from  the 
imputation  of  inconsistency. 

There  arc  other  parts  of  my  letter  not  involved  in 
this  determination,  which  await  the  opinions  I  have 
asked,  and  on  which  1  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
I  you.  (and  in  the  manner  which  has  been  required  in 
I  preceding  letters)  as  soon  as  it  is  convenient.  I  am, 
I      your  affectionate  friend. 

^P  TO   ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir.  PMOAWM-rHiA,  11  November.  1796. 

In  due  time,  and  in  good  order,  1  received  your 
tetters  dated  the  4th,  5th,  and  loth  instt,  and  shall 
be  mindful  of  their  contents. 


Bth( 


OF 
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tbe  informa- 

D{oao}rB[uley] 

vtth  »nv  or 

for  leave,  or 

the  diflerent 

(vUm  ibetr  respective 

■»fcecoiMMicaTrti  to  Con- 

«f  Ae  Seasaoa.  the  enclosed 


r  has  given  a  shape 
dqnttmeot  I  have 
:  oothtng  will  come 
matters  as  are  of 
.  and  statements. 
of  War  has  dosed  his  notes,  or 
,  a,  declaration,  and  an 
I  had  mo  iimrinn  of  introducing, 
if  soA  KMiBents  could  be  aToided  vith  that  decent 
respect  vttkfa  is  due  to  smA  nembers  of  both  houses 
as  have  been  siiifac^  aod  tteady  in  their  support  of 
those  measures  of  gorenuaeat  which  I  have  thought 
the  interest  and  welfare  of  this  country  required  and 
accordingly  recommended. 

The  reasons  which  have  operated  a  reluctance  in 
my  mind  to  touch  on  this  subject  at  the  o^ingol 
the  Session,  arc  two  : 

First,  that  it  might  not  be  supposed  it  was  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  a  compliroentar)-  notice  of 
the  event,  by  those  who  might  feel  a  disposition  to 

■  Tbc  Docur  had  *aid  tk«  Frrach  Cowal  ai  N>b  YoHi  had  dolivd  ra  ntiU 
MwiUMww  (gt  the  tick  of  •  Fieach  ieM  expeded  Aarlij  to  n^im. 
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offer  it:  and  Rccondly,  that  it  might  not  embarrass 
others  who  had  rather  be  silent; — much  less  put  it  in 
the  power  of  a  third  set  to  oppose  (if  it  should  be 
atiempted)  sentiments  of  this  sort,  in  the  answer  to 
the  Speech. 

These  being  my  reasons, — judge  of  their  force. — 
U  ihcy  out  weigh  what  may  be  considered  as  indiffer- 
ence, slight,  or  disrespectful  in  me  towards  the  body 
tovfhom  the  Address  is  made,  let  them  prevail.  If 
not,  adopt  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  new  model  alto- 
gether to  your  liking,  the  sentiments  or  expressions 
of  Mr.  McHcnry. 

Among  the  things  noted  in  my  Memorandums,  and 
aot  lo  be  found  in  the  enclosures,  is  an  intimation  to 
ihis effect, — viz — that  from  the  best  information  1  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  and  from  the  best  view  I  have  of 
the  general  system  of  European  Politics,  and  of  the 
slate  of  matters  in  the  Mediterranean  in  particular,  our 
Commerce  in  that  quarter  will  always  be  upon  a  pre- 
carious establishment  unless  a  protecting  force  is 
given  to  it. — If  Congress  in  their  investigation  of  the 
subject  should  coincide  in  this  opinion,  it  will  rest 
*ilh  their  wisdom  to  decide  whether  that  trade,  in 
particular,  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  countervail 
the  expcncc  of  its  protection.  How  much  beyond 
tlusto  extend  the  view  towards  a  Navy,  in  the  pres- 
ent uncertain  state  of  our  fiscal  concerns,  merits  con- 
si(ieration.  My  own  sentiments  lead  strongly  to  the 
"leans  of  commencement 

This  last  article  in  addition  to  the  several  matters 
contained  in  the  enclosures,  and  what  will  naturally 
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ID  yooT  letter,  to* 

>o  Ae  proper  officers 

to  in  the  Speech, 

occurred  to  me. 

as  Ac  opening  of  the 

■ach  for  letting  me 

week  as  your  con- 

on  Saturda)- ;  with 

of  firing  Congress  a 

to  ibe  sttoation  of  our  affairs 

a  M]r  tetter  of  tlie  [znd] 

regard  I  am  alwa)'S  &c 

of  dosing  this  letter 

cme  to  hand — Due 

gtvtn  to  Ac  contents  of  iu 


TO  rmt»t»^   *T.    ATTOILVEV-GENERAl. 

[fvtatx.] 

Hibabbubu.  14  NoTcabtf.  1796. 

DcAK  Snc 

This  letter  is  for  }XMir  eye  only.  It  is  written  for 
the  purpose  of  expressi^  my  regret  for  your  con- 
diioed  abaeooes  froa  the  Seat  of  the  GovemmenL — 
Rely  upon  it.  h  ts  prodoctnrv  of  unpleasant  remarks, 
in  which  1  must  be  involved.  It  will,  indeed  Is,  con- 
sidered as  nuking  a  sinecure  of  the  office.  To  sup- 
pose there  is  no  particular  occasion  for  the  Law- 
officer  of  the  Government  at  the  seat  of  it,  during  the 
recess  of  Congress,  is  incorrect. — Many  cases  have 
jtrescntcd  themselves  since  the  adjoummcni,  requir- 
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ing  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  Attorney-General 
(besides  other  duties  marked  out  by  the  Laws)  some 
points  have  called  (or  your  aid  since  1  have  been 
here,  and  will  occur,  without  an  hour's  previous 
nolice.  in  time  like  the  present.  Let  me  entreat  you, 
therefore,  to  come  on  without  delay — and  to  be 
assured  of  the  esteem  &c. 


TO   GEORGE   WASHIXGTON    PARKE  CUSTIS.' 

PKiLADCLFHtA,  IS  November,  1796. 

Dear  Washington  : 

Yesterday's  mail  brought  me  your  letter  of  the 
Ulh  instant,  and  under  cover  of  this  letter  you  will 
receive  a  ten-dollar  bill,  to  purchase  a  gown,  &c..  if 
proper.  But  as  the  classes  may  be  distinguished  by 
a  different  insignia,  I  advise  you  not  to  provide  these 
without  first  obtaining  the  approbation  of  your 
tutors;  otherwise  you  may  be  distinguished  more  by 
folly,  than  by  the  dress. 

It  afTords  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  are  agree- 
ably fixed  ;  and  I  receive  still  more  from  the  assur- 
ance you  give  of  attending  closely  to  your  studies. 
It  is  you  yourself  who  is  to  derive  immediate  benefit 
from  these.  Your  country  may  do  it  hereafter.  The 
more  knowledge  you  acquire,  the  greater  will  be  the 
probability  of  your  succeeding  in  both,  and  the 
greater  will  be  your  thirst  for  more. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  you  went  through  your  exami- 
naiioQ  with  propriety,  and  have  no  doubt  but  that 


■  At  thii  time  ■  iludenc  at  Princeton. 
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the  president  has  placed  you  in  the  class  which  h 
conceived  best  adapted  to  the  present  state  of  youi 
improvement.     The  more  there  are  above  you.  t 
greater  your  exertions  should  be  to  ascend  ;  but  let 
your  promotion    result  from  your  own  application, 
and    from    intrinsic    merit,   not    from  the  labors  o( 
others.     The  last  would  prove  fallacious,  and  expose 
you  to  the  reproach  of  the  daw  in  borrowed  feathers. 
This  would  be  inexcusable  in  you.  because  there  is 
no  occasion  for  it ;  forasmuch,  as  you  need  nothing 
but   the   exertion  of  the  talents   you  possess,  witl^ 
proper  directions,  to  acquire  all  that  is  necessary  '■ 
and  the  hours  allotted  for  study,  if  properly  improved* 
will  enable  you  to  do  this.     Although  the  confinement 
may  feel  irksome  at  first,  the  advantages  resultin^^ 
from  it,  CO  a  rejecting  mind,  will  soon  overcome  it. 

Endeavor  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  ail  you** 
fellow-students,  rendering  them  every  act  of  kind- 
ness in  your  power.     Be   particularly  obliging  an^ 
attentive  to  your  chamber-mate,  Mr.    Forsyth  ;  who, 
from   the    account    1    have  of  him,  is  an  admirable 
young  man,   and  strongly  impressed   with  the  im^ 
portance  of  a  liberal  and  finished  education.     But 
above  all,  be  obedient  to  your  tutors,  and   in  a  par- 
ticular manner  respect  the  president  of  the  semin 
who  is  both  learned  and  good.' 

For  any  particular  advantage  you  may  derive  from 
the  attention  and  aid  of  Mr.  Forsyth.  I  shall  have  a 
disposition  to  reward.  One  thing  more  and  I  will 
close  this  letter.  Never  let  an  indigent  person  ask, 
without  receiving  jfWf^Mi'n^,  if  you  have  the  means; 
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always  recollecting  in  what  light  the  widow's  mile 
was  viewed. 

Your  grandmother,  sister,  and  all  here  are  well, 
and  feeling  a  strong  interest  in  your  welfare,  join 
most  cordially  with  me  in  every  good  wish  for  it. 
Affectionately,  I  am  your  sincere  friend. 


TO  ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 


PiiIunitu^iA,  31  NovetnbBr,  I7i}6. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Having  written  to  you  on  Saturday  the  nth  in> 
stant  (accompanying  it  with  enclosures)  without 
Wring  any  thing  from  you  in  the  course  of  last 
week,  or  by  the  Mail  of  this  day,  I  begin  to  have 
oaeasy  sensations  for  the  fate  of  my  letter. 

To  this  cause,  and  to  my  solicitude  to  have  the 
Papers  returned,  you  must  ascribe  the  trouble  of 
receiving  this  letter. 

If  my  last  got  safe  to  your  hands,  and  indisposi- 
tion, business,  or  any  other  cause  should  have  pre- 
vented your  looking  into  the  Papers  ;  I  wish,  even 
under  these  circumstances,  that  they  may  be  returned 
to  me  immediately ;  for  I  have  no  copies,  and  have 
but  little  time  to  digest,  and  to  put  the  several  mat- 
tas  therein  contained  into  form,  that  the  whole  may 
lWTC\'ised  again  and  again,  before  it  is  presented. — 
Among  these  Papers  do  not  forget  to  place  Sir  John 
Sindair's  letter  to  me,  as  I  am  desirous  of  giving  It 
an  acknowledgment. 

'  SamuclStanbope  Smith. 
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contained  in  this  letter  I  forward  it — being  written — 
Your  sentiments  in  this  interesting  crisis  will  always 
be  thankfully  received. 


I 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON    PARKE  CUSTIS. 
n        iir  PiiiLAnGLPKU.  sSth  November.  I}q6. 

Dear  Washington  :  ^ 

In  a  few  hasty  lines,  covering  your  sister's  letter 
and  a  comb,  on  Saturday  last,  I  promised  to  write 
more  fully  to  you  by  the  post  of  this  day.  I  am  now 
in  the  act  of  performing  that  promise. 

The  assurances  you  give  me  of  applying  diligently 
to  your  studies,  and  fulfilling  those  obligations  which 
are  enjoined  by  your  Creator  and  due  to  his  creatures, 
are  highly  pleasing  and  satisfactory  to  me.  I  rejoice 
in  it  on  two  accounts  ;  first,  as  it  is  the  sure  means 
of  laying  the  foundation  of  your  own  happiness,  and 
rendering  you,  if  it  should  please  God  to  spare  your 
life,  a  useful  member  of  society  hereafter ;  and  sec- 
wdly,  that  I  may.  if  1  live  to  enjoy  the  pleasure, 
TcAect  that  I  have  been,  in  some  degree,  instrumental 
10  effecting  these  purposes. 

You  are  now  extending  into  that  stage  of  life  when 
good  or  bad  habits  are  formed.  When  the  mind  will 
t>e  turned  to  things  useful  and  praiseworthy,  or  to 
<l'ss.ipation  and  vice.  Fix  on  whichever  it  may,  it 
*ill  stick  by  you  ;  for  you  know  it  has  been  said,  and 
*nily,  ■•  that  as  the  twig  is  bent  so  it  will  grow." 
This,  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  shows  the  propriety 
of  letting  your  inexperience  be  directed  by  maturer 
3<irice,  and  in  placing  guard  upon  the  avenues  which 


\ 
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ImhI  to  idleness  and  vice.  The  latter  will  approach 
■  like  a  thitrf,  workinj;  upon  your  passions  ;  encouraged, 
I  pvrhjifa.  by  Wd  examples  ;  cbe  propensity  to  which 
I  vA  increase  to  propoctioo  lo  die  practice  of  it  and 
BBBMr  yitmwg.  T^  adnaailaoa  proceeds  from  the 
^pyunMUfccriaaiw^fa:  ii*  I  ^  not  mean  by  it, 
P    4ktft9OTWW*^*'*^K*3*'"^*>''  ^  deprive  yourself 

recreations  or  manly 
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make  enemies  than  friends.  And  besides,  to  speak 
CTil  of  any  one.  unless  there  is  unequivocal  proofs  of 
their  deserving  it,  is  an  injury  for  which  there  is  no 
adequate  reparation.  For,  as  Shakespeare  says  "  He 
that  robs  me  of  my  good  name  enriches  not  himself, 
but  renders  me  poor  indeed."  or  words  to  that  effect. 
Keep  in  mind  that  scarcely  any  change  would  be 
^reeable  to  you  at  first  from  the  sudden  transition, 
and  from  never  having  been  accustomed  to  shift  or 
rough  it.  And,  moreover,  that  if  you  meet  with 
wflegiate  fare,  it  will  be  unmanly  to  complain.  My 
paper  reminds  me  it  is  time  to  conclude.  Affection- 
ately, &c 

P.  S.  I  presume  you  received  my  letter  covering 
a  ten-dollar  bill  to  pay  for  your  gown,  although  it  is 
not  mentioned.  To  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
letters  is  always  proper,  to  remove  doubts  of  their 
miscarriage. 


To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 
^F  PiiiLADU-riitA.  t  December,  1796. 

■Oentlemen, 

B  Your  Letter  of  the  25th  ulto.  came  to  hand  on 
~  I'wsday  last ;  but  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  give  it 
*n  earlier  acknowledgment : — and  now  I  must  do  it 
I  ^'ithout  resorting  to  papers  (to  be  perfectly  correct) 
■ — -The  pressure  of  my  business  with  the  different 
BOepartmeots,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  Congress — 
^*nd  my  own  preparation  for  that  event,  leaves  me 
^ut  little  time  to  attend  to  other  matters. 
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suflicient  space  of  grouod,  on  these  terms,  can  be 
obtained  there  for  this  purpose,  without  interfering 
with  the  propcrt>'  of  Orphans,  my  opinion  is,  chat  the 
University  ought  to  be  placed  there. — But.  if  this  is 
>w/  the  design,  can  that  Gentleman,  or  any  other 
expect  that  the  public  will  buy  (for  an  exchange  is  a 
purchase,  and  may  be  of  the  most  troublesome  kind) 
*ben  it  has  unappropriated  ground  nearly  as  con- 
venient ?— and  why  do  this  ? — because  a  site  has  been 
loosely  talked  of,  because  a  proprietor  to  enhance  the 
sale  of  his  property  has  colored  the  advantages  of  it 
as  highly  as  he  could. — and  because  the  purchaser, 
omitting  to  investigate  matters  beforehand,  wants  the 
,  public  to  encounter  an  expence — it  is  unable  to  bear 
— ^y  way  of  redress  for  his  own  incaution. — For  what 
i*ouId  have  been  the  answer  of   the  Commissioners. 
I  if  be  had  previously  applied  to  them,  to  know  if  a 
I  Universitj-  would  be  placed  where  he  is  now  con- 
; tending  for? — Certainly,  that  he  ought  not  to  calcu- 
bte  upon  it — If  that  would  have  been  the  answer 
iben  (and  unless  there  arc  facts  which  have  escaped 
By  recollection)  I  can  conceive  no  other  could  have 
been  given,  it  is  not  inapplicable  at  present. 

A  University  was  not  even  contemplated  by  Major 
L'Enfant  in  the  plan  of  the  city  which  was  laid  before 
Congress  ;  ulcing  its  origin  from  another  source. — 
This  plan  you  shall  receive  by  the  first  safe  hand  who 
may  be  going  to  the  Federal  City. — By  it  you  may 
ditcover  (tho*  almost  obliterated)  the  directions  given 
to  the  Engraver  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  with  a  pencil,  what 
parts  to  omit — The  principle  on  which  it  was  done 
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I  have  communicated  to  you  on  more  occasions  tha' 
one.     With  esteem  &c. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing.  I  have  received 
the  extract,  omitted  to  be  enclosed  in  your  letter  of 
the  25th  ulto.  ^M 

I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  seen  or  heard  of  it^ 
before. — Nor  do  I  see  any  cause  to  change  my  opinioa 
since  I  have  done  so.  unless  upon  the  condition  whicli. 
is  mentioned   in   the   body   of  this  letter — that  >3S 
receiving  the  ground   for  the   purposed  site,  as  sk. 
donation. 


SPEECH  TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OF  CONGRESS,  DECEMBER  7T 

1796. 


Ffllow-Citizens  op  tmb  Sbnatb 
AND  HousK  or  Representatives, 

In  rccuniQg  to  the  internal  situation  of  our  country,  since 
had  last  the  pleasure  to  address  you,  I  find  ample  reason  for 
renewed  expression  of  that  gratitude  to  the  Ruler  of  the  Unr  -^ 
verse,  which  a  continued  xeries  of  prosperity  has  so  often  and  s-  ^^ 
justly  called  forth. 

The  acts  of  the  last  session,  which  required  special  arraog^^ 
loents,  have  been,  as  far  as  circunistances  would  admit.  canic^»^ 
into  operation. 

Measures  calculated  10  insure  a  continuance  of  the  friendshij^ 
of  the  Indians,  and  to  preserve  peace  along  the  extent  of  on  -  ^ 
interior  frontier,  have  been  digested  and  adopted.  In  thcfram  ^ 
ing  of  these,  care  has  been  taken  to  guard,  on  the  one  hai>d,  on^^ ' 
advanced  settlements  from  the  predatory  incursions  of  thos^* 
unruly  indivtduaU,  who  cannot  be  Tcxirained  by  their  tribes  ^.^ 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  ])Tatect  the  rights  secured  to  th^^ 
Indian.s  by  treaty;  to  draw  them  nearer  to  the  dviliied  state: 
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tad  inspire  them  wiih  correct  concei>tions  of  the  power,  as  well 
ujutlice,  of  the  govcmmcni. 

The  mecliitg  of  the  deputies  from  the  Creek  nation  at  Cole- 
nil,  in  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  which  had  for  r  principal  object 
tliE  purchase  of  a  parcel  of  their  land  by  thai  State,  bnilic  up 
nihout  its  being  accomplished  ;  the  nation  having,  previous  to 
IbciT  departure,  instructed  them  against  making  any  sale.  The 
ottasioD,  however,  has  been  improved,  to  confirm,  by  a  new 
tR«ly  with  the  Creeks,  their  preexisting  engagements  with  the 
United  States,  and  to  obtain  their  consent  to  the  establishment 
of  tnding-houses  and  military  posts  within  their  boundary  ;  by 
oeaos  of  which  their  friendship,  and  the  general  peace,  may  be 
norc  effectually  secured. 

The  period,  during  the  late  session,  at  which  the  appropriation 
*as  passed  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce, 
and  navigation  between  the  United    States  and  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  necessarily  procrastinated  the  reception  of  the  posts 
stipulated  to  be  delivered,  beyond  the  date  assigned  for  that 
*vent.     As  soon,  however,  as  the  govern  or- general  of  Canada 
Could  be  addressed  with  propriety  on  the  subject,  arrangements 
^cre  cordially  and  promptly  concluded  for  their  evacuation,  and 
lite  United  Stales  look  possession  of  the  principal  of  ihcm,  com- 
prehending Oswego,  Niagara,  Detroit,  Michilimackinac,  and  Fort 
MiaiDi,  where  such  repairs  and  additions  have  been  ordered  to 
be  Qude,  as  appeared  indispensable. 
H      The  commissioners,   appointed  on    the    part  of    the    United 
^'States  and  of  Great  Britain,  to  determine  which  is  the  river  St. 
Croix  mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  17S3,  agreed  in  the 
^oice  of  Egbert  Benson,  Estjuirc.  of  New  York,  for  the  third 
commissioner.     The  whole   met  at   St.  Andrews,  in  I'assama- 
quoddy  Bay,  in  the  beginning  of  October,  and  directed  surveys 
to  be  made  of  the  rivers  in  dispute  ;  but,  deeming  it  impractica- 
I      ble  to  have  these  surveys  completed  before  the  next  year,  they 
■  ^touroed,  to  meet  at  Boston  in  August,  1797,  for  the  final  deci* 
Won  of  the  question. 

Other  commissioners,  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  agreeably  to  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Kriuin,  relative  to  captures  and  condemnations  of  vessels  and 
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Other  piopcTty,  met  dw  eoaunisuoacTS  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
in  Lociidoa,ia  Anpist  last,  when  John  TrambuU,  EMjuire,  wm 
cfaosea  by  lot  for  ibe  fifth  comimnioDCT.  In  October  following, 
Ibe  boud  ven  to  proceed  to  business.  As  yet,  ih^rc  h;u  been 
■o  coamoaiatioQ  of  coBMai^ioncrs  on  the  part  of  Cr»t  DrilaJn, 
to  mite  with  those  who  hare  been  appointed  on  the  pari  of  the 
United  States,  for  carnring  into  effect  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty. 

The  treaty  with  Spain  rcqaiml,  that  the  commi^ionen  for 
running  thebODodary  line  between  the  icrriiory  of  the  United 
States  and  his  Catholic  Majesty's  provinces  of  East  and  West 
Florida  sbovM  meet  at  the  Natcbei.  before  the  expiration  of  six 
months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  which  wa*  effected 
at  Araojaci  on  the  asth  day  of  April ;  and  the  trooi>s  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  occupying  any  posts  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  were,  within  the  lame  period,  to  be  withdrawn. 
The  commissioner  of  the  United  Sutes.  therefore,  commenced 
his  journey  for  the  Naichcx  in  September,  and  troops  were 
ordered  to  occupy  the  post&  from  which  the  Spanish  garrisons 
should  be  withdrawn.  Information  has  been  recently  received 
of  the  appointment  uf  a  commissiooer  on  the  part  of  his  Cath- 
olic Majesty  for  running  the  boundary  line ;  but  none  of  uiy 
appoinlmcni  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens, 
whose  vessels  were  captured  by  the  armed  vessels  of  Spain. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  the  last  ses- 
siofl,  for  the  protection  and  relief  of  .American  seamen,  agents 
were  appointed,  one  to  reside  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  other  in 
the  West  Indies.  The  effects  of  the  agency  in  the  West  Indies 
are  not  yet  fully  ascertained  ;  but  those,  which  have  been  com- 
municated, afford  Ktounda  to  believe  the  measure  will  be  benefit 
cial.  The  agent  destined  to  re«de  in  Great  Britain  declining  to 
accept  the  appointment,  the  business  has  co»v:i|ucnily  devolved 
on  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  London,  and  will  com- 
mand bis  attention  until  a  new  agent  shall  be  appointed. 

After  many  delays  and  disappointments,  arising  out  of  the 
European  war,  the  final  arrangements  for  fulfilling  the  engage- 
menu  made  10  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers  will,  in  all 
present  appearance,  be  ctx>wned  with  success  ;  but  under  great. 
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ugh  ineriiable  disadvantage!!  in  the  pecuniary  tTan5actionSv 
nDaed  by  that  war,  which  will  render  a  further  proTision 
BKcuary.  The  actual  liberation  of  all  our  ritiicns,  who  were 
piisoners  in  Algiers,  while  it  gratifies  every  feeling  hcurt,  is  itself 
an  earnest  of  a  satisfactory  termination  of  the  whole  negotiation. 
Mcaurcs  are  in  operation  for  effecting  treaties  with  the  Regen- 
ot)  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli 

To  an  active  external  commerce,  the  protection  of  a  naval 
feme  is  indispensable.  This  is  manifest  with  regard  to  wars,  io 
vbich  a  state  itself  is  a  party.  But,  besides  this,  it  is  in  our 
OWL  experience,  that  the  most  sincere  oeuirality  is  not  a  sufficient 
gurd  against  the  depredations  of  nations  at  war.  To  secure 
Rspect  to  a  neutral  flag,  re<iuires  a  naval  force,  organized  and 
Rally  to  vindicate  it  from  insult  or  aggression.  This  may  even 
Jticreni  the  necessity  of  going  to  war.  by  discouraging  belligerent 
pavers  from  committing  such  violations  of  the  rights  of  the 
Bntral  party,  as  may,  first  or  last.  leave  no  other  option.  From 
the  best  information  1  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  would  seem  ax 
^it  our  trade  to  the  Mediterranean,  without  a  protecting  force, 
Ml  iltrays  be  insecure,  and  our  citizens  exposed  to  the  calamity 
Bus  which  numbers  of  ihcm  have  but  Just  been  relieved. 
P  These  considerations  invite  the  United  States  to  look  to  the 
atcaoi,  and  to  set  about  the  gradual  creation  of  s  navy,  The- 
ioiTr.ising  progress  of  their  navigation  promises  them,  at  no  dis- 
Iwi  period,  the  requisite  supply  of  seamen  ;  and  ihcir  means,  in 
^crrespecls,  favor  the  undertaking.  It  is  an  encouragement^ 
Revise,  that  their  particular  situation  will  give  weight  and  influ- 
••ce  to  a  moderate  naval  force  in  their  hands.  Will  it  not  then 
Ix  advisable  to  begin,  without  delay,  to  provide  and  lay  up  the 
Vuterials  for  the  building  and  equipping  of  ships  of  war ;  and 
'o  proceed  in  the  work  by  degrees,  in  proportion  as  our  resources 
ihaU  render  it  practicable  without  inconvenience;  so  that  a 
^vturewarof  Bii rope  may  not  find  our  commerce  in  the  saiDfr 
piotectcd  state  in  which  it  was  found  by  the  present. 

jess  have  repeatedly,  and  not  without  success,  directed 

Fitlention  to   the  encouragement  of  manufactures.     The 

''iectisof  too  much  consequence  not  to  insure  a  continuance 

'  thai  effort*  in  every  way  which  shall  appear  eligible.    As  a. 
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•■r  csaaiJi  lo  remaiQ  ia  i 
K.  pfBcxrioBi,  becaosc  liab 
anicks  should,  in  this  ra 
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fe  ctMpamikn  ?    Esub 
«alf  with  ihc  coUs  of 
C  nH  n  line  of  war,  ttsSi^ 
uitiLaLiti  of  the  govetnim 
k  to  vi^  «  surplos  for  the  i 
■  M  —■'■[■ '■  Ike  privations  f 
H  iJot<ed.  tfae  plan  ough 
dk  arc  already,  or  likeljr  mw* 
m  order  that  there  may  be 
nwD  of  isdividnal  industry, 
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■  of  primarr  imporUDce. 
■Bfaf^ition  and  other  ci 
h  feeomes  laore  appxrent. 
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Aaoaf  the  mean*,  which  hM 
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dtKmtioa,  and  spreading  ihcm  thence  over  the  whole  nation. 
Eiperience  accordingly  has  shovrn,  that  they  are  very  cheap 
btlramcnts  of  immense  national  benefits. 

I  hive  heretofore  proposed  to  the  consideration  of  CongresSr 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  national  university,  and  also  a 
mililaiy  academy.  The  desirableness  of  both  these  institution* 
hu  lo  constantly  increased  with  every  new  view  t  have  taken 
of  the  subject,  that  I  cannot  omll  the  opportunity  of  once  for  aU 
nctUing  your  attention  lo  them. 

The  assembly  to  which  I  address  myself,  is  too  enlightened  not 
Ube  foUy  sensible  how  much  a  flourishing  state  of  the  arts  and 
ttiences  contributes  to  national  prosperity  and  reputation.  True 
it  is,  that  OUT  country,  much  to  its  honor,  contains  many  semins- 
fi«  of  learning  highly  respectable  and  useful  ;  but  the  funds 
cpon  which  they  rest  arc  too  narrow  lo  command  the  ablest 
professors,  in  the  different  departments  of  liberal  knowledge,  for 
Hit  institution  contemplated,  though  they  would  be  excellent 
luiiliaries. 

Amongst  the  motives  to  such  an  institution,  the  assimilation  of 
Ac  principles,  opinions,  and  manners  of  our  countrymen,  by  the 
cottmon  education  of  a  portion  of  our  youth  from  every  quarter,. 
»ell  deserves  attention.  The  more  homogeneous  our  citizens 
ca  be  made  in  these  particulars,  the  greater  will  be  our  prospect 
of  pennanent  union  ;  and  a  primary  object  of  such  a  national 
insiiiution  should  he,  the  education  of  our  youth  in  the  science 
of  government.  In  a  republic,  what  species  of  knowledge  can 
be  equally  important,  and  what  duty  more  pressing  on  its  legis- 
^lure,  than  lo  patronize  a  plan  for  communicating  it  to  those,  who 
Uclo  be  (he  future  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  country? 

The  institution  of  a  militar)'  academy  is  also  recommended  by 
WgCDt  reasons.  However  pacific  the  general  policy  of  a  nation 
■ty  |>c,  it  ought  never  to  be  without  an  adequate  stock  of  mili- 
l*iT  knowledge  for  emergencies.  The  first  would  impair  the 
n«gy  of  its  character,  and  both  would  hai^ard  its  safety,  or 
"pose  it  to  greater  evils  when  war  could  not  be  avoided.  Be- 
^^  that  war  might  often  not  depend  upon  its  own  choice.  In 
ptopoition  as  the  observance  of  paci^c  maxims  might  exempt  a 

KUion  from  the  necessity  of  practising  the  rules  of  the  military 
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art.  oesbl  10  be  iu  cart  m  preaerring  and  tranimiiting,  by  proper 
«sUbltsfaBcati.  the  koowtcdge  of  thai  an.  Whatever  argument 
maf  be  draws  irom  putacular  examples,  snpcrfidally  riewed,  a 
tfaocDogb  exaaaaabos  of  the  subject  will  evince,  that  the  art  of 
war  ts  at  oaee  ea»pecbcitsiTe  and  complicated  ;  that  it  demands 
nttch  ptrnons  imdy  :  and  that  the  (M»sc»ton  of  it,  in  its  most 
inproTcd  and  perfect  state,  is  alwajrs  of  great  momcBi  to  the 
security  of  a  aalioa.  This,  thercfoTc,  ought  10  be  a  serious  care 
of  erety  goversmeat ;  and  for  this  purpose,  an  academy,  where 
a  r^itlar  cotux  of  instroclion  is  given,  is  an  obvious  expedient, 
which  different  aaiions  have  successfully  employed. 

The  cootpensattons  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  in  van- 
OQS  isstaaces,  and  in  none  more  than  ia  respect  to  the  most 
important  stations,  appear  to  call  for  legislative  revision.  The 
consequences  of  a  defective  provision  are  of  serious  import  to 
the  government.  If  pn%-ate  wealth  is  to  supply  the  defect  of 
public  retributioti,  it  will  greatly  contract  (be  sphere  within  which 
the  selection  of  characters  for  office  is  to  be  made,  and  will  pro- 
poRionatly  diminish  the  probability  of  a  choice  of  men  able  as 
well  as  upfighL  Besides  that  it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  vital 
principles  of  our  government  virtually  to  exclude,  from  public 
trusts,  talents  and  virtue,  unless  accompanied  by  wealth. 

While,  in  our  external  relations,  some  serious  inconveniences 
and  embanassments  have  been  overcome,  and  others  lessened,  it 
ia  with  much  pain  and  deep  regret  I  mention,  that  circumstaiKe) 
of  a  very  unwelcome  nature  have  lately  occurred.  Our  trade  has 
tuffered,  and  is  suflcring,  extensive  injuries  in  the  West  Indies 
froiD  the  cruisers  and  agents  of  the  FretKh  Republic  ;  and 
communications  have  been  received  from  its  minister  here, 
which  indicate  the  danger  of  a  further  disturbance  of  our 
commerce  by  its  authority  ;  and  which  are,  in  other  respects, 
far  from  agreeable. 

It  has  been  my  constant,  sincere,  and  earnest  wish,  in  con- 
formity with  that  of  our  nation,  to  maintain  cordial  hamony,  and 
a  perfectly  friendly  understanding  with  that  Republic.  This 
wish  remains  unabated  ;  and  I  shall  persevere  in  the  endeavor  to 
fultil  it,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  what  shall  be  consistent  with  a 
just  aad  indispensable  regard  to    the  rights  and  honor  of 
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Muauy  ;  nor  will  I  easily  ceasv  to  cherish  the  expccution,  that 
I « ipiril  of  justice,  cnndor,  and  friendship,  on  the  part  of  the  Rc> 
I  fablk,  will  eventually  insure  success. 

In  pursuing  this  course,  however,  I  cannot  forget  what  is  due 
10  the  character  of  our  government  and  nation  ;  or  to  a  full  and 
(Alire  confidence  in  (he  good  sense,  patriotism,  self*respect,  and 
forlttudc  of  ni>'  caunliymen. 

{rcser^-e  (or  a  special  me»age  a  more  particular  comtnuDi- 
euion  on  this  interesting  subject. 

Cditlehcn  of  thf.  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  directed  an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  necessary  for 
fbeservicc  of  the  ensuing  year  to  be  submitted  from  the  proper 
dcparnnent,  with  a  view  of  the  public  receipts  and  expenditures 
to  the  latest  period  to  which  an  account  can  be  prepared. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  I  am  able  to  inform  you,  that  the  revenues 
of  die  United  States  continue  in  a  state  of  progressive  improve- 
nwM. 

A  reinforcement  of  the  e:tisting  provisions  for  discharging 
out  pubbc  debt  was  mentioned  in  my  address  at  the  opening 
ofthe  last  session.  Some  preliminary  steps  were  taken  towards 
it,  the  maturing  of  which  will,  no  doubt,  engage  your  zealous  at- 
(tDtion  during  the  present.  I  will  only  add,  that  it  will  afford 
mc  heart-felt  satisfaction  to  concur  in  such  further  measures  as 
•ill  asccnain  to  our  country  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  extinguish- 
otnt  of  the  debt.  Posterity  may  have  cause  to  regret,  if,  from 
lay  motive,  intervals  of  tranquillity  are  left  unimproved  for 
■ooelcrating  this  valuable  end. 


Sktlemek  of  the  Senate 

AND  House  of  Representatives, 
My  solicitude  to  see  the  militia  of  the  United  States  placed  on 
*>i  eftcicnt  establishment  has  been  so  often  and  so  ardently  ex- 
pressed, that  I  shall  but  barely  recall  the  subject  to  your  view  on 
^  present  occasion ;  at  the  same  time,  that  I  shall  submit  to 
Toui  inquiry,  whether  our  harbors  are  yet  sufficiently  secured. 

The  situation  in  which  f  now  stand,  for  the  last  time,  in  the 
'•dstof  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
Uttitilly  recalls  the  period  when  the  administration  of  the  present 
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address  a  con- 

«■  Ae  »»iicwM  topics,  which  I 

ad  ill  iJTii  I  iTiiiii :  and  thil  the 

pnportiooed  to  their 


of  mjr  pafalic  services,  civil  sad 

;  Car  aqF  peneosl  bappiaess,  I  beg 

I  to  aoccpl  Bf  eoiCri  AMikk.    Tboae  sernees,  aad  greatci , 

I  poswared  alAir  to  render  tfaca,  vere  doe  to  the  DoiBi- 

caUs  fl(  ar  comtiy,  and  its  approbsiioa  is  mjr  abaadsot 

;  the  pesiod  a(  my  retiretDeat,  I  saw  vir- 
rbom  I  relied  on  the  discera- 
:  aad  ptriaci^rn  of  my  feUov-cttUeas  to  make  the  proper 
Aoiceo<aiacce«»o«;iie»wfcowoaldieqDircnoinfluCTiti>lcxsmptc 
to  tBSBTe  lo  the  Uailed  Stales  "aa  able,  upright,  and  eoergetic 
adiaiawtrarioa.''  To  ssdi  laca  I  shall  cheeifuUjr  jridd  the  pain 
of  geana  «ad  talcats  to  serve  osr  conatoa  coaatry  ;  but,  at  the 
■■ne  tiac,  I  hope  I  may  be  iadalccd  ta  expressing  the  consoling 
Rdedtoo  (wUch  cottsdousaess  asggesu),  aad  to  bear  it  with  lae 
to  mj  gnre,  that  Dooe  caa  serve  it  with  purer  iatcntions  thaa  I 
hare  done,  or  with  a  nwre  disinterested  xeaL 

ftCTLT   TO  THE    AVSWUt     OF  TMB     HOtlSS  Or     RETRESEMTATIVU. 

Gextixmcx, 

To  a  cititca,  whose  views  were  unimbilious,  who  preferred  the 
shade  aad  traaqnillitjr  of  private  life  to  the  splendot  sad  solici- 
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bde  of  elevated  suiiont,  and  whom  the  voice  of  duty  and  his 
BMntry  could  alone  have  drawn  from  his  chosen  retreat,  no  re* 
Kard  for  his  public  seryiccs  can  be  eo  grateful  as  public  ap- 
mbuion,  accompanied  by  a  consciousness,  that  to  render  those 
tnices  useful  to  that  country  has  been  his  tingle  aim  ;  and,  when 
lis  approbation  is  expreued  by  the  representatives  of  a  free 
enlightened  nation,  the  reward  will  admit  of  no  addition, 
eivc,  Ocnilctncn,  my  sincere  and  affectionate  thanks  for  this 
testimony,  that  my  ser^-ices  have  been  acceptable  and 
il  to  my  country.  The  strong  confidence  of  my  fellow- 
s,  while  it  animated  atl  my  actions,  insured  their  zealous 
ration,  which  rendered  tliose  services  successful.  The 
and  wisdom  of  my  successors,  joined  with  the  patriotism 
intelligence  of  the  citizens,  who  compose  the  other  branches 
gOTcniment,  I  firmly  trust  will  lead  them  to  the  adoption  of 
vtaiurcs,  which,  by  the  beneficence  of  Providence,  will  give 
■tibility  to  our  system  of  government,  add  to  its  success,  and 
Kcure  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity  that  liberty,  which  is  to  all  of 

rto  dear. 
While  I  acknowledge,  with  pleasure,  the  sincere  and  uniform 
diipoaition  of  the  House  of   Rcpiescntalives    to    preserve   our 
iKutral  relations   inviolate,  and  with    them   deeply    regret  any 
degree  of  iotemiption    of   our   good   understanding  with   the 
Aench  Republic,  I  beg  you.  Gentlemen,  to  rest  assured,  that  my 
ndeavors  will  be  earnest  and  unceasing,  by  all  honorable  means. 
Id  preserve  peace,  and  to  restore  that  harmony  and   affection, 
^b  have  heretofore   so  happily  subsisted   between   our  two 
UioDS ;  and  with  you  I  cherith  the  pleasing  hope,  that  a  mutual 
iiit  of  justice  and  moderation  will  crown  those  endeavors  with 
■ccets. 

I  thail  cheerfully  concur  in  the  beneficial  measures,  which 
Mr  deliberations  shall  mature  on  the  various  subjects  demand- 
Cyour  attention.  And  while,  directing  your  labors  to  advance 
creal  interests  of  our  country,  you  receive  its  blessings  ;  with 
^ect  sincerity,  my  individual  wishes  will  be  offered  for  your 
ttwnt  aod  future  felicity. 
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The  same  consequences  would  follow  from  incon- 
staocy  and  want  of  steadiness — for  't  is  to  close  appli- 
cation and  constant  perseverance,  men  of  letters  and 
sdence  are  indebted  for  their  knowledge  and  useful- 
ness; and  you  are  now  at  that  period  of  life  (as  I 
have  observed  to  you  in  a  former  letter)  when  these 
are  to  b«  acquired,  or  lost  forever.  But  as  you  are 
veil  acquainted  with  my  sentiments  on  this  subject; 
and  know  how  anxious  all  your  friends  are  to  see  you 
enter  upon  the  grand  theatre  of  life,  with  the  advan- 
tages of  a  finished  education,  a  highly  cultivated 
mind,  and  a  proper  sense  of  your  duties  to  God  and 
man,  I  shall  only  add  one  sentiment  more  before  I 
close  this  letter  (which,  as  I  have  others  to  write,  will 
hardly  be  in  time  for  the  mail),  and  that  is,  to  pay 
due  respect  and  obedience  to  your  tutors,  and  affec- 
tionate reverence  for  the  president  of  the  college^ 
whose  character  merits  your  highest  regards.  Let 
no  bad  example,  for  such  is  to  be  met  in  all  semina- 
ries, have  an  improper  influence  upon  your  conduct. 
Let  this  be  such,  and  let  it  be  your  pride,  to  demean 
yourself  in  such  a  manner  to  obtain  the  goodwill  of 
yo«r  superiors,  and  the  love  of  your  fellow-students. 

Adieu — I  sincerely  wish  you  well,  being  your  at- 
tached and  afTectionate  friend. 


TO  JOHN  H.  STONE,  GOVERNOR  OF   MARVLAND. 
Dear  Sir  PlIItADELPHM,  13  Deeembei,  1796, 

Yesterday  I  received  your  tetter  of  the  l6th  \ii' 
Slant,  covering  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  passed 
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on  the  13th  and  14th.  The  very  obliging  and  friend 
terms,  in  which  you  have  made  this  communicatio: 
merit  my  sincere  thanks.' 

The  manner,  in  which  the  two  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Maryland  have  expressed  their  sense  of  my 
services,  is  too  honorable  and  too  affectionate  evex 
to  be  forgotten.     Without  assigning  to  my  excrtioi»s 
the  extensive  influence  they  are  pleased  to  ascribe  tc> 
them,  I  may  with  great  truth  say,  that  the  exercis« 
of  every  faculty  I  possessed  was  joined  to  the  effort* 
of  the  virtue,  talents,  and  valor  of  my  fellow-citizens 
to  effect  our  independence;    and  I  concur  with  the 
legislature  in  repeating  with  pride  and  joy,  what  will 
be  an   everlasting  honor  to  our  country,  that  <i\3S 
revolution  was  so  distinguished  for  moderation,  virtud 
and  humanity,  as  to  merit  the  eulogium  they  ha 
pronounced,  of  being  unsullied  with  a  crime. 

With  the  same  entire  devotion  to  my  country 
every  act  of  my  civil  administration  has  been  aim^<* 
to  secure  to  it  the  advantages,  which  result  from  *! 
stable  and  free  government ;  and,  with  gratitude  *^^ 
Heaven,  I  unite  to  the  legislature  of  Maryland  S-  *1 
the  pleasing  reflection,  that  our  country  has  co 
tinued  to  feel  the  blessings  of  peace,  liberty,  aw- 
prosperity,  whilst  Europe  and  the  Indies  have  bee^ 
convulsed  with  the  horrors  of  a  dreadful  and  desola"^*? 

'  Kewlulions  h.id  been  unanimously adopled  hf  the  It^ulMu e  of  MujUm^^^j 
opptoving  in  Ihc  higficit  letms  the  public  temcei  of  llic  Preiideni,  tod  p«-  '^^^ 
ticullrly  the  'tcDtimcntu  advanced  by  him  in  the  /•'arettirU  AJdreti.  It  w^^^J 
"  r«)olrci),  thai,  lo  perpciuate  (liU  vulusbtc  prnent  in  the  mott  Mriktng  rie^^^ 
topoMerit;,  i[  be  printed  and  published  with  the  Uwiof  thii  wMlon,  «t  ^^^t} 
eTidence  of  our  approbation  of  iti  political  axiom*,  and  a  tmall  tnlimooy  ^"*  | 
the  affection  wc  bear  lo  llie  prcccpti  o(  him,  to  whom,  under  Divine  Pr 
dence,  wc  are  principall]'  iadibltd  fur  our  greolen  political  bteixincf-" 


ingwar.     My  ardent  prayers  are  offered,  that  those 
afflicted  regions  may  now  speedily  see  their  calamities 
terminated,  and  also  feel  the  blessings  of  returning 
I      p<ace. 

■  I  cannot  omit  my  acknowledgements  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Dcl<^tes  for  the  manner  in  which 
tliey  have  noticed  my  late  Address  to  my  fellow-citi- 
rens.  This  notice,  with  similar  acts  in  other  States, 
leads  me  to  hope  that  the  advice,  which  therein  I 
took  the  liberty  to  offer  as  the  result  of  much  experi- 
ence and  reflection,  may  produce  some  good. 

Their  kind  wishes  for  my  domestic  happiness,  in 
my  contemplated  retirement,  are  entitled  to  my  cor- 
dial thanks. 

If  it  shall  please  God  to  prolong  a  life  already  far 
advanced  into  the  vale  of  years,  no  attending  felicity 
_  Can  equal  that,  which   1  shall  feel  in  seeing  the  ad- 
Jxninistration  of  our  government  operating  to  preserve 
tfce  independence,    prosperity,  and   welfare   of  the 
■American  people.     With  great  respect  and  considera- 
*^ion,  i  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 


TO  TIMOTHY     PICKERING,    SECRETARY   OK  STATE. 
[private.] 
^^EAR  Sir,  Philadblphu.  *  J«nu«iy.  1797. 

As  it  is  very  desirable,  that  the  papers  respecting 
"^lic  discontents  of  France  should  be  got  into  Con- 
.S^ss,  and  sent  also  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, if  you  mean  to  give  the  other  gentlemen   a 
perusal  of  the  statement  for  the  latter,  it  would  save 
time,  if  this  were  done  as  you  are  proceeding  towards 


the  close  of  that  statement  It  is  questionabler 
whether  the  present  and  pressing  avocations  of  the 
other  two  secretaries  will  allow  them  to  go  carefully 
over  it ;  but  this,  I  conceive,  does  not  apply  to  the 
Attorney-General. 

I  have  no  doubt,  that  you  have  taken  care  and  will 
continue  to  be  assured  of  your  facts ;  for.  as  this 
business  will  certainly  come  before  the  public,  not 
only  the  facts,  but  the  candor  also,  the  expression 
and  force  of  every  word,  will  be  examined  with  the 
most  scrutinizing  eye,  and  compared  with  every  thing, 
that  will  admit  of  a  different  construction,  and,  if  there 
is  the  least  ground  for  it,  we  shall  be  charged  with 
unfairness  and  an  intention  to  impose  on  and  to  mis- 
lead the  public  judgment.  ^m 

Hence,  and  from  a  desire  that  the  statement  ma^B 
be  full,  fair,  calm,  and  argumentative,  without  asperity 
or  any  thing  more  irritating  in  the  comments,  than 
the  narration  of  facts,  which  expose  unfounded  charges 
and  assertions,  do  themselves  produce,  I  have  wished 
that  the  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckney  may  be  revised  over 
and  over  again.  Much  depends  upon  it,  as  it  relates 
to  ourselves  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  whatever 
may  be  the  effect,  as  it  respects  the  governin(f 
powers  of  France-     I  am,  &c. 


4 


TO  DAVID  STUART. 

Dear  Sir,  piiilad«lpiii*.  a  j«u*t]r,  1797. 

Your  letter  of  the  i8th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures, 
came  to  hand  in  the  usual  course  of  the  post ;  but 
the  pressure  of  public  business  has  prevented  my  giv^ 
ing  it  an  acknowledgment  until  now. 
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The  first  thing  I  shall  do.  after  I  am  settled  at 
Mount  Vernon,  will  be  to  adjust  all  my  accounts  of 
a  private  nature  ;  the  doing  of  which,  as  they  ought, 
has  been  prevented  by  public  avocations. 

What  eflect  M.  Adet's  conduct  has  had  or  will 
have  on  the  public  mind,  you  can  form  a  better  opin- 
ion than  me.     One  of  the  objects,  which  he  had  in 
view,  (in  timing  the  publication,) '  is  too  apparent  to 
require  explanation.     Some  of  his  own  zealots  do  not 
scruple  to  confess,  that  he  has  been  too  precipitate, 
and  thereby  injured  the  cause  he  meant  to  espouse ; 
which  is  to  establish  such  an  influence  in  this  country, 
as  to  sway  the  government  and  control  its  measures. 
Evidences   of   this  design   are   abundant,  and  new 
proofs  are  exhibiting  themselves  every  day  to  illus- 
irate  the  fact ;  and  yet.  lamentable  thought !  a  large 
party,  under  real  or  pretended  fears  of  British  influ- 
ence, are  moving  Heaven  and  earth  to  aid  him  in 
these  designs.     It  is  a  fact  well  known,  for  history 
proves  it,  that,  from  the  restless  temper  of  the  French 
and  the  policy  of  that  nation,  they  attempt  openly  or 
covertly,  by  threats  or  soothing  professions,  to  influ- 
ence the  conduct  of  most  governments.     That  they 
have  attempted  It  with  us,  a  little  time  will  show. 
But,  finding  a   neutral  conduct  had  been   adopted, 
and  would  not  be  relinquished  by  those  who  admin- 
'stered  the  governments,  the  next  step  was  to  try  the 
people ;  and.  to  work  upon  them,  several  presses  and 

'PnbaUy  lli«  iwtnphlet,  which  hu  ju>t  been  iMoed  Jn  PbUadelpbia,  «a. 
titl[i]"KM«i  ftddrc!(>^<i  pM  lo  Ciloyen  Ailct,  Miniitre  PIctilpolcniSatc  dels 
''pititiqiie  Franjaiie  pr^  In  Euts-Unii  d'Am^ri'^uc,  au  Srcrcdiiit  d'EUt 
fa^Utt-Uiiil."  ThU  pamphlet  was  printed  in  Frrnch.  wtlh  •  ttaniilalioii 
(Kingeidi  page,  the  wliulcnttniJing  to  aSneij-live  pafici. 
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many  scribblers  have  been  employed,  to  emblazon 
the  improper  acts  of  the  British  government  and  its 
officers,  and  to  place  them  in  all  the  most  exagger- 
ated and  odious  points  of  view  they  were  susceptible ; 
to  complain,  that  there  was  not  only  a  deficiency  of 
friendship,  but  a  want  of  justice  also,  in  the  execu- 
tive towards  France,  the  cause  of  which,  say  they,  is 
to  be  found  in  a  predilection  for  Great  Britain.  This 
not  working  as  well  as'  was  expected,  from  a  supposi- 
tion that  there  was  too  much  confidence,  and  perhaps 
personal  regard  for.  the  present  chief  magistrate  and 
his  politics,  the  batteries  latterly  have  been  levelled  at 
him  particularly  and  personally.  Although  he  is  soon 
to  become  a  private  citizen,  his  opinions  are  to  be 
knocked  down,  and  his  character  reduced  as  low  as 
they  arc  capable  of  sinking  it,  even  by  resorting  to 
absolute  falsehoods.  As  an  evidence  whereof,  and  of 
the  plan  they  are  pursuing,  I  send  you  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Paine  to  me.  printed  in  this  city,  and  disseminated 
with  great  industry.'  Others  of  a  similar  nature  are 
also  in  circulation. 

To  what  lengths  the  French  Directory  will  ulli- 

■  TUt  hoai  Imn  TboBu  Pai»e  vat  om  cf  Ifce  tatxej  ■uoiMaMM)'  (oUm  tt\ 
■Udt  W  «U  gnllljr.     Wbeo  ia   EaglMd  ^  reeeiT«4  ibe  lille  o(  "diiien" 
(RMi  FnaoB,  alMc  wiib  WiUiinpo^  n«H9taB.  Madlton.  anil  •  number  of 
Mhm.     He  acc«p4»d  &•  tUte  tt  tittrrm  cSiuhr«l]r,  Bad  wu  vlBcUd  ■  awmbvi 
ol  Ika    NiHoMl  CoMvcMiaa.      H*  wu  •  nember  oi  Umi  MwleKript  ha 
lhi«a(b  kll  ill  nuj  chufc*,  vw  on  tbe  CBMlinnioG*i1  cOMmllUe.  ncd* 
pqr  M  a  Meeue,  il(»«d  tiiau«l{  ttmnlijvn,  and  voted  wea  ob  ibc  qncMlon  of  ^ 
lfc«Uac'*«Mcalkm.     htcoma^  obauioaa  to  RobapJerK.  be  wai  tlinmn  tnio 
prifoo  «M  Ibc  charge  «(  bctgf  ••  E^liiknan,  aad  plaMlBf  icainit  France, 
aad  be  wai  lonsule  Ib  MGaping  tli«  late  of  tiis  wWfnw    tht  Glro>d(tt&  j 
H*  eoocrtwl  ibai  Waikiigloa  ikMld  laWcfer*  (a  UibehaH;  bol  «tcb  a  cm^I 
captioa  ot  tbc  fuctkna  of  ihi  FiMidMt  Ma  a*  aord  w  It  wai  reaarbabto.'.] 
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mately  go,  is  difficult  to  say ;  but,  that  they  have 
been  led  to  the  present  point  by  our  own  people,  I 
have  no  doubt.  Whether  some,  who  have  done  this, 
would  choose  to  accompany  them  any  farther  or  not, 
I  shall  not  undertake  to  decide.  But  I  shall  be  mis- 
taken, if  the  candid  part  of  my  countrymen,  (although 
thej*  may  be  under  a  French  influence,)  do  not  see 
and  acknowledge,  that  they  have  imbibed  erroneous 
impressions  of  the  conduct  of  this  government  towards 
France,  when  the  communication,  which  I  promised  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  and  which  will  be  ready 
in  a  few  days,  comes  before  the  public.  It  will  be 
SCO),  if  I  mistake  not,  also,  that  that  country  has  not 
such  a  claim  upon  our  gratitude,  as  has  been  gener- 
ally supposed,  and  that  this  country  has  violated  no 
engagement  with  it.  been  guilty  of  no  act  of  injustice 
towards  it,  nor  been  wanting  in  friendship,  where  it 
could  be  rendered  without  departing  from  that  neutral 
station  we  had  taken  and  resolved  to  maintain. 

Enclosed  also  you  will  receive  a  production  of  Peter 
Porcupim,  alias  William  Cobbett.  Making  allowances 
for  the  asperity  of  an  Englishman,  for  some  of  his 
strong  and  coarse  expressions,  and  a  want  of  official 
'oformation  of  many  facts,  it  is  not  a  bad  thing. 


Mtii  «M  onablc  to  secnrc  hi*  rclcMC,  %ai  It  wat  not  until  the  dosth  of 
™^npilm  Uul  be  wu  Ireed.  aitd  went  lo  live  with  Monroe.  Under  the  roof 
'^  IW1  niniMcT  he  wroie  his  (nmoui  teller  lo  Wuhtngton,  of  which  one 
loitnct  tend:  "At  (o  yon,  »ir,  tceicheruus  in  i)t!vitc  frictxlKhip  (for  to 
t"'  liiit  been  to  me,  and  that  in  ihe  day  of  clanger)  and  a  hypocrite  in  public 
&>>  Hk  worid  will  be  puiileil  lo  decide,  whether  yoj  are  an  apoitate  or 
■>  iapoatiK  ;  wh«tfa«r  yon  bare  abanduoed  good  principle*,  or  whether  yon 
"■Wny." 
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I  rejoice  to  hear  of  Mrs.  Stuart's  restoration 
health,  and  congratulate  you  and  her  on  it,  and* 
the  birth  of  a  daughter.     My  best  wishes  attend  her^ 
and  the  family.     I  am.  &c. 


TO   TIMOTHY    PICKERING.    SECRETARY    OF   STA1 


LritlVATK.] 


Hondajr,  g  Juiiuit,  i 


Dear  Sir, 

Not  having  seen  the  conchision  of  your  statement  i 
for  General  I'inckney,  (if  completed,)  and  not  kncmM 
ing  in  what  manner  you  propose  to  sum  it  up,  it  has^ 
occurred  to  me,  that  closing  with  some  such  senti- 
ments as  the  following  might  not  be  improper. 

That  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  towards 
France  has  been,  as  will  appear  by  the  aforegotnj 
statement,  regulated  by  the  strictest  principles  of 
neutrality. 

That  there  has  been  no  attempt  in  the  government 
to  violate  our  treaty  with  thai  country,  to  weaken  our 
engagements  therewith,  or  to  withhold  any  friendship 
we  could  render,  consistent  with  the  neutrality  "C 
had  adopted. 

That  peace  has  been  our  primary  object ;  bul.  so 
far  has  it  been  from  inducing  us  to  acquiesce  ii^ 
silence  to  the  capturing  of  our  vessels,  impressing 
our  seamen,  or  to  the  misconduct  of  the  naval  o"" 
other  officers  of  the  British  government,  no  instant* 
can  be  produced  of  authenticated  facts  having  passc<^ 


unnoticed,  and,  where  occasion  required  it,  without 

strong  remonstrances. 

That  this  government,  seeing  no  propriety  in  the 
measure,  nor  conceiving  itself  to  be  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  communicate  to  the  ministers  of  the  French 
Republic  .ill  the  unpleasant  details  of  what  had  passed 
between  it  and  the  British  minister  here,  or  with  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  at  the  court  of  London,  on 
these  accounts,  conscious  of  its  fair  dealing  towards 
all  the  belligerent  powers,  and  wrapped  up  in  its  own 
integrity,  it  little  expected,  {under  the  circumstances 
which  have  been  enumerated.)  the  upbraidings  it  has 
net  with ;  notwithstanding,  it  now  is,  as  it  always 
has  been  the  earnest  wish  of  the  government  (and 
you  cannot  too  strongly  enforce  it)  to  be  on  the  best 
and  most  friendly  footing  with  the  Republic  of  France ; 
and  we  have  no  doubt,  after  giving  this  candid  ex- 
position of  facts,  that  the  Directory  will  revoke 
the  orders,  under  which  our  trade  is  sufTcring,  and 
will  pay  the  dama^rcs  it  has  sustained  thereby.  I 
Sir,  yours  sincerely. 


h 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  PARKE  CUSTIS. 


niii.Anu.ni  I  A,  II  J«Baur.  1797, 

Dear  Washington  : 

I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tetter, 
dated  the  7th  instant,  but  which  did  not  get  to  my  hands 
until  yesterday,  and  to  express  to  you  the  sincere 
leasure  I  feel  in  finding  that  I  had  interpreted  some 
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parts  of  your  letter  erroneously.  As  you  have  the 
best  and  most  unequivocal  evidence  the  case  is  sus- 
ceptible of,  that  I  have  no  other  object  in  view  bj- 
€xtending  my  cares  and  advice  to  you  than  what  will 
redound  to  your  own  respectability,  honor,  and  future 
happiness  in  life,  so  be  assured,  that  while  you  give 
inc  reasons  to  expect  a  ready  submission  to  my  coun- 
sels, and  while  I  hear  that  you  are  diligent  in  pursu- 
ing the  means  which  are  to  acquire  these  advantages, 
it  will  afford  me  infinite  gratification.  Your  last  letter 
is  replete  with  assurances  of  this  nature — I  place  en- 
tire confidence  in  them.  They  have  removed  all  the 
doubts  which  were  expressed  in  my  last  letter  to  you, 
and  let  me  repeat  it  again,  have  conveyed  very  pleas- 
ing sensations  to  my  mind. 

It  was  not  my  wish  to  check  your  correspondences 
— ver)'  far  from  it ;  for  with  proper  characters  (and 
none  can  be  more  desirable  than  with  your  papa  and 
Mr.  Lear)  and  on  proper  subjects,  it  will  give  you  a 
habit  of  expressing  your  ideas  upon  all  occasions 
with  facility  and  correctness.  I  meant  no  more,  by 
telling  you  we  should  be  content  with  hearing  from 
you  once  a  week,  than  that  these  correspondences 
were  not  to  be  considered  as  an  injunction  or  an 
imposition,  thereby  interfering  with  your  studies  or 
concerns  of  a  more  important  nature.  So  far  am ' 
from  discountenancing  writing  of  any  kind  (except 
upon  the  principle  above  mentioned)  that  I  should  be 
pleased  to  hear,  and  you  yourself  might  derive  advan- 
tages from  a  short  diary  (recorded  in  a  book)  of  the 
occurances  which  happen  to  you  within  your  sphere- 
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[Trifling  as  this  may  appear  at  first  view,  it  may  be- 
an introduction  to  more  interesting  matlersL 
\x  any  rate,  by  carefully  preserving  these,  it  would 
afford  you  more  satisfaction  in  a  retrospective  view, 
that  what  you  may  conceive  at  present 

Another  thing  I  would  recommend  to  you — not 
because  I  want  to  know  how  you  spend  your  money 
—and  that  is,  to  keep  an  account  book,  and  enter 
therein  every  farthing  of  your  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures. The  doing  of  which  would  initiate  you  into  a 
habit,  from  which  considerable  advantages  would  re- 
sult. Where  no  account  of  this  sort  is  kept,  there 
can  be  no  investigation  ;  no  corrections  of  errors ;  no 
discovery  from  a  recurrence  thereto,  wherein  too 
much,  or  too  little,  had  been  appropriated  to  partic- 
ular uses.  From  an  early  attention  to  these  matters, 
important  and  lasting  benefits  may  follow. 

We  are  well,  and  all  unite  in  best  wishes  for  you  ; 
and  with  sincere  affection,  I  am  always  yours. 


TO  BENJAMIN  WALKER. 

PuiUDKLPHU.  13  J«niuit7,  1797. 

)ear  Walker, 
Permit  me  once  more  to  give  you  the  trouble  of 
forwarding  the  enclosed  letters  to  their  respective  ad- 
dresses. If  you  read  the  Aurora  of  this  city,  or  those 
gazettes,  which  are  under  the  same  influence,  you 
cannot  but  have  perceived  with  what  malignant  indus- 
tn'and  persevering  falsehoods  I  am  assailed,  in  order 
to  weaken  if  not  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  public 
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Amongst  other  attempts  to  cRcct  this  purpose,  spu 
rious  letters,  known  at  the  time  of  their  first  publica- 
tion (I  believe  in  the  year  1777)  to  be  forgeries.  10 
answer  a  similar  purpose  in  the  revolution,  are,  or  ex- 
tracts from  ihcm,  brought  forward  with  the  highest 
emblazoning  of  which  they  arc  susceptible,  with  a  viev 
to  attach  principles  to  me,  which  every  action  of  my 
life  have  given  the  lie  to.  But  thai  is  no  stumbling- 
block  with  the  editors  of  these  papers  and  their  sup- 
porters. And  navf,  perceiving s.  disinclination  on  mf 
part,  perhaps  knowing  that  I  had  determined  not  to 
take  notice  of  such  attacks,  they  are  pressing  this 
matter  upon  the  public  mind  with  more  avidity  ihM 
usual,  urging  that  my  silence  is  a  proof  of  their  gen- 
uineness. 

Although  1  never  wrote,  or  ever  saw  one  of  the« 
letters  until  they  issued  from  New  York  in  print,  yet 
the  author  of  them  must  have  been  tolerably  ve^ 
acquainted  in.  or  with  some  person  of,  my  family,  to 
have  given  the  names  and  some  circumstances,  whiti 
are  grouped  in  the  mass  of  erroneous  details.   But.  of 
all  the  mistakes  which  have  been  committed  in  this 
business,  none    is  more  palpable,  or   susceptible  of 
detection,  than  the  manner  in  which  it  is  said  ttef 
were  obtained,  by  the  capture  of  my  mulatto  Billy. 
with  a  portmanteau.     All  t hi  army  under  my  imtnc 
diate  command  could  contradict  this,  and  I  belief^ 
most  of  them  know,  that  no  attendant  of  mine,  or  ? 
particle  of  my  baggage,  ever  fell  into  the  hands  o* 
the  enemy  during  the  whole  course  of  the  war. 

It  would  be  a  singular  satisfaction  to  me  to  leanw 
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ibo  was  the  author  of  these  letters,  and  from  what 
jurce  they  originated.  No  person  in  this  country 
wi,  I  conceive,  give  this  information  but  Mr.  Riv- 
in^on.  If.  therefore,  you  are  upon  terms  of  famil- 
iarit)'  with  that  gentleman,  and  see  no  impropriety  in 
hinting  this  desire  to  him.  you  would  oblige  me. 
He  may  comply  to  what  extent  his  own  judgment 
dictate  ;  and  I  pledge  my  honor,  that  nothing 
tiis  disadvantage,  or  the  disadvantage  of  any  of 
actors  of  that  time,  shall  result  from  it.' 


I 'A  Dew  tdilion  of  the  ipurioua  Ictlen  bad  Utelj  maile  lit  ippranncc  willi 
IqHowiei'  title.  "  BfistUt  Domrilic,  C-Di/idtttlia!.  and  Official,  from 
Caurtl  tVaiUngtm  ;  tmtUn  aiaat  I  At  Comminctmint  cf  Ihr  Amiritati  Cm. 

fcvir>•  ht  filtrtd  t»  tkt  Cemmand  f/  Iht  Army  e/  Iht  U»iUd  Slutri.  iVnr 
i.  frimttJ  iy  G.  ReHmton  and  J .  Bull.  Lendtn.  rtfrinttd  by  F.  II.  Riv- 
Ifim,  A'*.  A*,  Si.  Fairs  Churiiyard,  fjg6."  To  swell  the  volume  into  % 
4b)«  lite,  aotl  to  |^ro  lh(  whi>lt  an  air  t>(  Kcnuinencu,  sovanl  impotUnt 
edcapatche*  were  added,  which  actually  paracd  between  Genenil  WAihtng- 
i  BritUb  comman^cre  in  AmcHeii.  And  olio  a  selection  from  iddrctHct.  or- 
RCtiorns,  In  t1iii^i*cthewciilchad  an  in^diiiuH  aim.  bfing  intended 
reputation  of  Washington  and  weakm  the  influence  of  his  char- 
Thii  edition  nsienlout  iborlly  after  thetwovolamei.  of  Wanhington'i 
nal  iMUrs  tt  C^ngrtii,  whicb  had  been  cojijcil  by  pcrminiun  in  Ihe  office 
[thc'^ctelaiyof  State,  earned  to  London  by  Mr.  Jobo  Carey,  and  pul>liahc<l 
flxtt  oader  bis  direction  in  the  yeir  1795.  This  circumslance  wa*  maile  om 
of  u  an  addiltoool  cover  to  (he  deception  of  Ihe  forged  cpintlcK.  ai  will  be 
ihj  the  (oUowtng  eaUttcl  from  the  preface  to  the  volume  in  which  they 

'  intToduced  anew  10  Ihe  public. 
"Since  the  publication  of  Ihe  Iwo  voiuinr«  of  General  Waibington's  Origi. 
'  UOtrt  u  Iht  OmgrfsM.  the  editor  hai  been  repeatedly  applied  to  for  tha 
nnStK  D^inetiit  and  Canfidiitial  Efiillti,  first  publidied  loon  aftei  th« 
finaing  of  the  American  vrai.  These  ept>lle«  are  here  offered  lo  the  public, 
UpKhcr  *lik  a  copious  appendix,  containing  a  number  of  Offitial  Ltitiri  and 
Tf.  not  lo  t)C  found  in  ihe  Ccncial's  Original  Lilltri  lately  publUhed.  Th* 
Brld  is, «i ilwnt  dcrabt,  greatly  indebted  lo  the  induatnuuH  compiler  of  the  two 
i  of  Original  Ltlltri  abore  noticed ;  but  the  collection  must  ceriainljr 
■  looked  upon  u  in  a  mutilated  ilatc.  ao  ion);  ai  it  remains  unaccompanied 
*itl  the  Epistlet,  &c.,  which  are  now  respcclfiitly  submitlcil  lo  the  patronage 
^4(ikc  piblic,  and  which  (onn  a  lupplcmcnt  abioluuly  neceuuy  to  teadei  th« 
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I  offer  the  compliments  of  the  season  and  you  will 
do  rae  the  justice  to  believe,  they  are  warmer  than  the 
weather,  to  Mrs.  Walker  and  yourself,  of  whose 
health  and  happiness  we  shall  always  be  glad  to  hear. 
I  am  your  affectionate,  &c. 


A 


MESSAGE  TO   BOTH    HOUSES  OF  CONGRESS  ;  ON   THE  IN- 
JURY   SUSTAINED    BV    AMERICAN   COMMERCE 
FROM    FRENCH    CRUISERS. 


4 


Jansary  iqlb, 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  1  mentioned 
that  some  circumstances  of  an  unwelcome  nature  bad  lately  oc- 
curred in  relation  to  France  ;  that  our  trade  had  suffered  and 
was  sulTering  extensive  injuries  in  the  West  Indies  from  the 
cruisers  and  agents  of  the  French  Republic  ;  and  that  communi- 
cations had  been  received  from  its  minister  here,  which  indicaied 
dangei  of  a  further  disturbance  of  our  commerce  by  its  authority, 
Rod  that  were  in  other  lespecis  far  from  agreeable ;  but  that  I 
reserved  for  a  special  message  a  more  particular  communication 
on  this  interesting  subject.     This  communication  I  now  make. 

The  complaints  of  the  French  minister  embraced  most  of 
the  transactions  of  our  government  in  relation  to  France  from  an 
earty  period  of  the  present  war ;  which,  therefore,  it  was  neces- 
sary carefully  to  review.  A  collection  has  been  formed,  of  letters 
and  papers  relating  to  those  transactions,  which  I  now  lay  before 

work  complete.  Tint  thic  coUe<ction  of  Domtitit  amJ  C^mfidfntial  FfiiHa 
will  lie  leeinled  ■«  a  vftlunble  ac^uliition,  b;  >  very  great  majority  of  the  dd- 
(ens  of  Ihe  Untted  .Slates.  U  presumable  [torn  the  prevailing  taxtc  o(  all  wd- 
iofonnccl  people.  Men  not  picciaded  by  ignorance  Inm  cvsry  degrev  «( 
literary  curioiily.  will  always  fed  a  jollcilude  to  become  ■c<iau&led  wi!h  what, 
ever  may  lerve  Co  Ih[<iw  light  on  Ihe  cbariclen  of  ilhutrlous  firrunagH. 
Ilisiory  rcpretenti  (hem  acting  on  the  itagaot  ihaworU,  ooiuliog  tlw  appboM 
of  muikind.  To  lec  them  in  their  real  chuactcr,  w«  nast  (allow  tfaea  b*- 
hind  the  scenn.  imonji  tbeir  private  conocxioDS  and  dome«tie  coacuM."  See 
Ford,  T>u  Sfuriauj  UtUri  AOritttttJ  If  IV4uMmgtm,  iSSq, 
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)«i,  *ilh  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  oar  minister  at  Paris,  conlain- 
iog  an  cxiimi nation  of  the  notes  of  the  French  minister,  and  such 
ill^)rcDation  as  I  thought  might  be  useful  to  Mr.  Pinckney  in  any 
funher  representations  he  might  find  necessary  to  be  made  to  the 
Trench  govcrament.  The  immediate  object  of  his  mission  was 
to  Bake  to  that  government  such  explanations  of  the  principles 
and  conduct  of  our  own,  as,  by  manifesting  our  good  faith,  might 
Kniove  alt  jealousy  and  discontent,  and  maintain  that  harmony 
udgood  understanding  with  the  French  Republic,  which  it  has 
bctn  my  constant  solicitude  to  preserve.  A  government,  which 
Kqoired  only  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  lo  justify  its  measures, 
tonld  not  but  be  anxious  to  have  this  fully  and  frankly  displayed. 


\ 


TO  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

Philadblphi*,  %i  Jianuy,  1797. 
Mr  DEAR  SiR. 

Your  letter  of  the  igth  inst,  was  received  yester- 
day. From  the  genet^I  impression  made  on  my 
mind,  relative  to  the  claim  of  M.  de  Neufville'  on 
the  justice  of  this  country,  a  delay  or  a  refusal  to  ad- 
minister it  would  be  hard  ;  but  1  must  add,  that  I  am 
too  little  acquainted  with  the  particulars  to  form  a 
correct  opinion,  and,  were  it  otherwise,  I  do  not  see 
How  I  could  with  propriety  appear  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  the  business,  as  I  do  not  recollect  having 
liad  any  agency  therein.     The  numberless  applica- 

'U.  dc  Ntalvllk,  of  Holladd,  h«il  rendered  important  [loUticit  services  to 
wtUnitH  Sutct,  in  pramuting  tonnisin  Ihal  cuunlry,  .iiid  in  vnnoui  pecuniary 
MUMiont,  By  naioD  of  ih«ie  icrvicct  hi>  aflain  became  cmbarrsucd,  and 
k  £ed  teaviog  hit  lamiEy  In  diMieiscd  circunislance&.  Ills  widow  came  to 
■1  United  States,  with  the  view  of  pctiliuiiin^  Con^rcM  lor  relief,  anU  Mi. 
Huillon  wrote  lo  the  President  on  the  subject  of  bet  claim.  "  I  do  not 
tlm>,~Mid  be,  "  what  the  i:a»e  a<tinitt  ol ;  but.  from  lome  papers  wbich  die 
■^«)*e^  h  would  tMin  ttel  ihi  bati  {nelcnbiuns  tu  the  kindneu  of  this 
«W»tij." 
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tions  of  this  sort,  which  are  made  to  me,  (often  in  t)ie 
dernier  resort.)  without  the  means  of  relief,  are  very 
distressing  to  my  feelings. 

The  conduct  of  France  towards  this  country'  is,  ac- 
cording to  my  ideas  of  it,  outrageous  beyond  con- 
ception ;  not  to  be  warranted  by  her  treaty  with  us, 
by  the  Law  of  Nations,  by  any  principle  of  justice,J 
or  even  by  a  regard  to  decent  appearances.  From 
such  considerations  something  might  have  been 
expected ;  but,  on  her  professions  of  friendship  and 
loving-kindness  toward  us  I  built  no  hope ;  but 
rather  supposed  they  would  last  as  long  and  no] 
longer,  than  it  accorded  with  their  interest  to  bestoi 
them,  or  found  it  would  not  divert  us  from  the^ 
observance  of  that  strict  neutrality,  which  wc  had 
adopted  and  was  persevering  in. 

In  a  few  days  there  will  be  published  a  statement 
of  facts,  in  a  letter  with  references,  to  General  Pinck- 
ney,  containing  full  answers  to  all  the  charges  exhib-j 
ited  in  M.  Adct's  Notes  against  the  conduct  of  thij 
government.  After  reading  them  with  attention, 
would  thank  you  for  your  sentiments  thereon  full; 
and  frankly  communicated ;  and  what  you  thini 
ought  further  to  be  attempted  to  prescn,fe  this  coun-^ 
try  in  Peace,  consistently  with  the  respect  which 
due  to  ourselves.' 


lUt I 

nofl 
he^ 


■  ■'  Our  merchkuts  hcrv  are  bccuming  very  uneasy  Da  the  cabfecl  of 
French  captutei  and  icUiues.  They  bcc  cedamly  reiy  pcipJexiBg  uid  ilum> 
ing,  anf)  ptetcnl  >d  evil  o(  i  mij^nliude  lo  be  intolenble,  if  not  ilioitif  reme- 
died. My  anxiety  to  preserve  peace  with  Fnnce  l«  knovn  lo  you  ;  and  it 
nuBi  be  the  wUb  of  evny  prudent  man.  that  no  hunonbht  aperient  for  avoid- 
ing »  rupture  be  □mitted.     Vcl  Ihere  are  boundi  to  all  lUagi.     T%u  OMOtij 
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In  some  of  the  gazettes,  and  in  conversation  also, 
it  is  suggested,  that  an  envoy  cxtraordinarj'  ought  to 
besent  to  France;  but  is  not  General  Pinckneygone 
there  already  for  the  express  purpose  of  explaining 
matters  and  removing  inquietudes?  With  what 
more  could  another  be  charged  ?  What  would  that 
Gendcman  think  of  having  a  person  treading  on  his 
heels,  by  the  time  he  had  arrived  in  Paris,  when  the 
aiguments  used  to  induce  him  to  go  there  are  all  that 
could  be  urged  to  influence  that  other?  And  where 
b  the  character  to  be  had,  admitting  the  necessity, 
io  all  respects,  acceptable  and  qualified  for  such  a 
tnisi?  The  sooner  you  can  give  me  your  senti- 
ments on  these  queries  the  more  pleasing  will  they 
be  to,  dear  Sir,  your  sincere  friend,  &c. 


TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 


PKtiADELPHiA,  ijth  Febtuaiy,  1797. 

Centlemen, 

Several  of  your  letters  have  been  received  within 
this  few  days;  and  notwithstanding  the  accumulation 
of  business — consequent  of  the  near  epoch  for  my 
"Juitting  the  chair  of  government,  the  receipt  of  them 

^ttMtce  tu  mdcu)  kbiolule  p>cy  ta  France,  vriiliout  miituice.  We  Mem 
'"kvbtt*  «C  were  wllh  Grcit  Brilftin,  when  Mr.  Jay  wm  lenl  ihete  ;  and  I 
B'BW  diccern  but  lh«l  (lie  tpiril  of  itic  policy,  Ihrn  purtucil  witli  r«^nl  to 
Ei^Kid,  will  be  the  proper  one  now  in  rwpcct  to  France,  namely,  a  lolemn 
ttd  fintl  Rpp«al  10  ihc  jiutice  *nd  Jntccctt  of  France,  and.  if  tbi>  will  not  do, 
**nn*ot  KJC-dcfcnvc.  Any  thing  {tlirlirrtliAnilifiDlule  bum  Ilia  iton.  Fiance 
■U  illcady  gone  mnch  further  than  Great  Britain  ever  did.  I  give  Tcnl  tomjr 
W'^'^oiliionlhitnibjccl.  Ibough  I  am  pc  minded  Ihc  liain  of  your  own  retlec- 
^iMicionai  maMritlly  vaiy." — HamttUn  to  WajhingUm,  iq  January,  1797. 


should  not  have  remained  so  long  unacknowledged 
had  I  not  placed  such  as  related  to  the  power  of 
Attorney  and  to  some  disputed  points,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Law  officerof  the  United  States  for  his  official 
opinion  :  without  having  received  his  report — owing, 
I  believe  to  his  ha%-ing  been  hurried,  almost  as  much 
as  myself. 

Thus  circumstanced.  I  shall  confine  the  subject  of 
this  letter  wholly  to  the  expression  of  my  sentiments 
relatively  to  the  public  buildings :  conceiving  it 
necessar)'  that  you  should  be  informed  of  them 
without  delay. — 

When  in  the  course  of  the  Autumn  you  suggested 
the  propriety  of  designating  the  sites  for  the  Execu- 
tive offices,  and  for  providing  materials  for  their 
erection,  I  yielded  a  ready  assent ;  and  still  think 
that  if  we  had  the  means  at  command,  and  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  the  adequacy  of  them,  that  these 
buildings  ought  to  commence. 

But,  when  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  Loans — and 
the  disadvantageous  terms  on  which  the  money  is 
borrowed,  has  since  become  so  apparent ; — when  I 
see  those  whose  interest  it  is  to  appreciate  the  credit 
of  the  cit)-.  and  to  aid  the  Commissioners  In  all  their 
laudable  exertions,  brooding  over  their  jealousies, 
and  spreading  the  seeds  of  distrust ; — and  when  I 
perceive  (as  I  clearly  do)  that  the  public  mind  is  in  a 
state  of  doubt,  if  not  in  despair  of  having  the  prin- 
cipal building  in  readiness  for  Congress,  by  the  time 
contemplated ; — for  these  reasons  I  say.  and  for 
others  which  might   be  enumerated,  I  am  now  de- 
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p  ddedlyof  opinion  that  the  edifices  for  the  Executive 

I     offices  ought  to  be  suspended ; — that  the  work  on 

I     die  house  for  the  President  should  advance  no  faster 

(at  the  expense  or  retardment  of  the  Capitol)  than  is 

necessary  to  keep  pace  therewith  ; — and  to  preserve 

it  from  injury  ; — and,  that  all  the  means  (not  essential 

I     for  other  purposes)  and  all  the  force,  ought  to  be 

employed  on  the  Capitol. 

It  may  be  relied  on,  that  it  is  the  progress  of  that 
building,  that  is  to  inspire,  or  depress  public  con- 
fidence. Under  any  circumstances  this  more  or  less 
would  be  the  case ;  but  when  it  is  reported  by  many, 
and  believed  by  some  (without  foundation  I  am  per- 
suaded) that  there  is  a  bias  elsewhere  ;  it  is  essential 
00  the  score  of  policy,  and  for  the  gratification  of  the 
public  wishes,  that  this  work  should  be  vigorously 
prosecuted  in  the  manner  I  have  suggested — and  I 
require  it  accordingly. — Considered  in  a  simple  point 
1'      of  view,  the  matter  stands  thus. — Arc  the  fundssuffi- 

Icicntto  accomplish  a// the  objects  which  are  contem- 
plated ? — If  doubts  arise,  then,  which  of  those  objects 
irt  to  be  preferr'd  ? — on  this  ground  there  would  be 
W  one  opinion ; — every  body  would  cry  out,  the 
Capitol.  Again,  admit  that  the  resources  will  ulti- 
■nately  be  adequate,  but  cannot  be  drawn  forth  in  the 
Wio  of  your  general  wants,  will  not  the  same  answer 
te  it  respects  time  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
f>uilding  just  mentioned  ? — This  then,  seems  to  be 
sife  ground  to  proceed  on.  It  would  gratify  the  pub- 
lic wishes  and  expectation  ; — might,  possibly  appease 
damor; — and,  if  all   the  buildings  cannot  be  com- 
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pleted  in  time  no  material  evil  would  result  from  the 
postponement  of  the  subordinate  offices,  until  the 
Capitol  is  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  remove 
all  doubts  of  its  being  ready  for  the  reception  of  Con- 
gress by  the  time  appointed. — Another  good  (mci 
tioned  in  a   former  letter)  would   flow  therefrom 
which  is,  that  in   proportion  as    that   building  ad 
vanced,  and  doubts  subsided,  private  buildings  would 
be  erected  where  they  would  be  most  wanted  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  members — The  public  offices 
might  shift  (as  they  have  done)  a  while  longer:  V 
write  in  much  haste  (for  this  morning's  Post)  that  the 
letter  may  get  to  you  in  the  course  of  the  week,    li 
I  have  expressed  myself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
clearly  understood,  it  is  enough ;  you  must  excus^" 
the  scrawl,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  esteem,  &c 


TO    HENRV    KNOX. 

pHrLAi>ELPHiA,  9  Hard), 

My  dear  Sir, 

Amongst  the  last  acts  of  my  political  life,  and  be- 
fore I  go  hence  into  retirement,  profound  will  be  the 
acknowledgment  of  your  kind  and  affectionate  letter 
from  Boston,  dated  the  15th  of  January. 

From  the  friendship  I  have  always  borne  you.  and 
from  the  interest  I  have  ever  taken  in  whatever  relates 
to  your  prosperity  and  happiness,  I  participated  in  the 
stirrows,  which  I  know  you  must  have  felt  for  your 
late  heavy  losses.  But  it  is  not  for  man  to  scan  the 
wisdom  of  Providence.     The  best  we  can  do,  is  to 
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Submit  to  its  decrees.  Reason,  religion,  and  philoso- 
,  phy  teach  us  to  do  this ;  but  tis  time  alone,  that 
■  C2R  ameliorate  the  pangs  of  humanity  and  soften  its 
^  woes. 

To  the  wearied  traveller,  who  sees  a  resting-place, 

»and  is  bending  his  body  to  lean  thereon,  I  now  com- 
pare myself;  but  to  be  suffered  to  do  this  in  peace, 
is  too  much  to  be  endured  by  some.   To  misrepresent 
'    my  motives,  to  reprobate  my  politics,  and  to  weaken 
—  the  confidence  which  has  been  reposed  in  my  admin- 
V>^t^t>on.  are  objects,  which  cannot  be  relinquished 
by  those  who  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of 
a  change  in  our  political  system.     The  consolation, 
hwcver,  which  results  from  conscious  rectitude,  and 
the  approving  voice  of   my  country,  unequivocally 
expressed  by  its  representatives,  deprives  their  sting 
of  its  poison,  and  places  in  the  same  point  of  view 

^l'olh  the  weakness  and  malignity  of  their  efTorts. 
Although  the  prospect  of  retirement  is  most  grate- 
'^qI  to  my  soul,  and  I  have  not  a  wish  to  mix  again  in 
''le  great  world,  or  to  partake  in  its  politics,  yet  I  am 
"ot  without  my  regrets  at  parting  with  (perhaps  never 
"lore  to  meet)  the  few  intimates,  whom  1  love,  and 
axnong  these,  be  assured,  you  are  one. 
P    The  account,  given  by  Mr.  Bingham  and  others,  of 
your  agreeable  situation  and  prospects  at  St.  George's, 
?avc  me  infinite  pleasure ;  and  no  one  wishes  more 
— 5'^cerely  than  I  do.  that  they  may  increase  with  your 
Blears.     The  remainder  of   my  life,   (which  in  the 
Course  of  nature  cannot  be  long.)  will  be  occupied  in 
'^ral  amusements ;  and,  though  I  shall  seclude  myself 
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as  much  as  possible  from  the  noisy  and  bustling;' 
crowd,  none  more  than  myself  would  be  regaled  by 
the  company  of  those  I  esteem,  at  Mount  Vernon ; 
more  than  twenty  miles  from  which,  after  I  arrive 
there,  it  is  not  likely  I  ever  shall  be. 

As  early  in  next  week  as  I  can  make  arrangement?^ 
for  it,  I  shall  commence  my  journey  for  Mount 
Vernon.  To-morrow  at  dinner  1  shall,  as  a  servant 
of  the  public,  take  my  leave  of  the  President  elect,  of 
the  foreign  characters,  heads  of  departments,  &c, 
and  the  day  following,  with  pleasure,  I  shall  witness 
the  inauguration  of  my  successor  to  the  chair  of  gov- 
ernment. 

On  the  subject  of  politics  I  shall  say  nothing.  You 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  conversing 
with  many  of  the  legislators,  from  whom,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  proceedings  of  their  own  body,  they 
can  give  you  the  details.  The  gazettes  will  furnish 
the  rest. 

Mrs.  Washington  unites  with  me  in  every  good 
wish  for  you,  Mrs.  Knox,  and  family  ;  and,  with  un- 
feigned truth,  I  am  yours  always  and  affectionately. 


TO  JONATHAN   TRUMBULL. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir,  PmujidW-phia,  3  Mwch,  175 

Before  the  curtain  drops  on  my  political  life,  which 
it  will  do  this  evening  I  expect  for  ever,  I  shall  ac- 
knowledge, although  it  be  in  a  few  hasty  lines  only, 
the  receipt  of  your  kind  and  affectionate  letter  of  the 
23d  of  January  last. 
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When  I  add,  that  according  to  custom  all  the  acts 
ot  the  session,  excepting  two  or  three  very  unimport- 
ant bills,  have  been  presented  to  me  within  the  last 
four  days,  you  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  pressure 
under  which  I  write  at  present.  But  it  must  astonish 
others,  who  know  that  the  Constitution  allows  the 
President  ten  days  to  deliberate  on  each  bill,  which 
is  brought  before  him.  that  he  should  be  allowed  by 
c  legislature  less  than  half  of  that  time  to  consider 
all  the  business  of  the  session  ;  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, scarcely  an  hour  to  revolve  the  most  import- 
ant. But  as  the  scene  is  closing  with  me,  it  is  of 
little  avail  now  to  let  it  be  with  murmurs. 

I  should  be  very  unhappy,  if  I  thought,  that  my 
relinquishing  the  reins  of  government  would  produce 
any  of  the  consequences,  which  your  fears  forebode. 
In  all  free  governments,  contentions  in  elections  will 
tike  place,  and,  whilst  it  is  confined  to  our  own  citi- 
icns.  it  is  not  to  be  regretted ;  but  severely  indeed 
Ought  it  to  be  reprobated,  when  occasioned  by  for- 
«gn  machinations.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  good 
sense  of  our  countrymen  will  guard  the  public  weal 
against  this  and  every  other  innovation,  and  that, 
although  we  may  be  a  little  wrong  now  and  then,  we 
shall  return  to  the  right  path  with  more  avidity.  I 
can  never  believe,  that  Providence,  which  has  guided 
us  so  long  and  through  such  a  labyrinth,  will  with- 
draw its  protection  at  this  crisis. 

Although  I  shall  resign  the  chair  of  government 
without  a  single  regret,  or  any  desire  to  intermeddle 
"»  politics  again,  yet  there  are  many  of  my  com- 


patriots,  among  whom  be  asssured  I  place  you,  from 
whom  1  shall  part  sorrowing :  because,  unless  1  meet 
with  them  at  Mount  Vernon,  it  is  not  likely  thatl 
shall  ever  see  them  more,  as  1  do  not  expect  that  1 
shall  ever  be  twenty  miles  from  it,  after  I  am  tranquilly 
settled  there.     To  tell  you  how  glad  I  should  be  to 
see  you  at  that  place  is  unnecessary.     To  this  I  will 
add,  that  it  would  not  only  give  me  pleasure,  but 
pleasure  also  to  Mrs.  Washington,  and  others  of  the 
family  with  whom  you  are  acquainted,  and  who  all 
unite,  in  every  good  wish  for  you  and  yours,  with,  dear 
Sir,  &c 


TO  TIMOTHY    PICKERING,   SECRETARY   OF  STATE, 


PHILAOKLTItU.  J  Hutfl,  1797.^ 

Dear  Sir, 

At  the  conclusion  of  my  public  employments,  I 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  notice  the  publication 
of  certain  forged  letters,  which  first  appeared  in  the 
year  i  777,  and  were  obtruded  upon  the  public  as  mine. 
They  are  said  by  the  editor  to  have  been  found  in  a 
small  portmanteau,  that  I  had  left  in  the  care  of  my 
mulatto  servant,  named  Billy,  who.  it  is  pretended, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Fort  Lee,  in  1 776.  The  period, 
when  these  letters  were  first  printed,  will  be  recollected, 
and  what  were  the  impressions  they  were  intended 
to  produce  on  the  public  mind.  It  was  then  sup- 
posed to  be  of  some  consequence  to  strike  at  the 
integrity  of  the  motives  of  the  American  commander- 
in-chief,  and  to  paint  his  inclinations  as  at  variance 
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w'th  his  professions  and  his  duty.  Another  crisis  in 
the  afTairs  of  America  having  occurred,  the  same 
weapon  has  been  resorted  to,  to  wound  my  character 
and  deceive  the  people. 

The  letters  in  question  have  the  dates,  addresses, 
and  signatures  here  following  . — 

"New  York,  June  i«h,  1776.    To  Mr.  I-wnd  Washington,  at 
Hount  Vernon,  Fairfax  County,  Virginia. 

"G.  W." 

"To  John  Parke  Custis,  Esq.,  at  the  Hon.  Benedict  Calvert's 
Eiq^  Mount  Airy,  Maryland,  June  tSib,  i7;6. 

"Gbo.  Washinctoh." 
"Kew  York,  July  Sth,  1776.    To  Mr.  Lund  Washington,  at 
Moant  Vernon,  Fairfax  Counly,  Virginia. 

"G.  W." 

"New  York,  July  15th,  ijj6.     To  Mr.  Lund  Washington. 

"G.  W." 

"New  York,  July  i6th,  1776.    To  Mr.  Lund  Washington. 

"G.  W.'- 

"New  York,  July  aad.  1776.     To  Mr.  Lund  Wa»hinglon. 

"G.  W."^ 

"June  14th,  1776,     To  Mrs.  WashiDgton, 

"G.  W." 

At  the  time,  when  these  letters  first  appeared,  it 
■as  notorious  to  the  army  immediately  under  my 
command,  and  particularly  to  the  gentlemen  attached 
to  my  person,  that  my  mulatto  man  Billy  had  never 
Wf)  one  moment  in  the  power  of  the  enemy.  It  i» 
also  a  fact,  that  no  part  of  my  baggage,  nor  any  of 
"lY  attendants,  were  captured  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  war.  These  well-known  facts  made  it 
uaivecessary,  during  the  war.  to  call  the  public  attcn- 
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TO  JAMES  McHENRV,  SECRETARV  OF  WAR. 

Moowr  VERjrojr.  3  April,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  24th  ult.  has  been  duly  received, 
and  I  thank  you  for  the  information  given  in  it  Let 
me  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  communicate 

tW  dingen  lo  which  it  ww  expuwd,  thai  able  stiuaman  thuE  ipok«  of  hU  pre- 

" '  Sach  is  the  imlable  and  Intcrctiin^  syiicm  of  ([overntnenl  (and  tudi  mm 
wnr  o[  the  obuset  lo  which  it  may  be  exposed),  which  ihe  prople  of  Americ* 
katt  exhibited,  to  the  admiration  and  iniiFiy  of  ihc  wise  and  virtunu*  of  all 
NllMt  for  dghl  yean,  under  Ihe  adminitlnitlon  of  a  citiieii.  who.  by  a  long 
waiw  of  great  actions,  regulaled  by  pnideace,  juBtioe.  lempErance,  and  forlU 
■afc.  condoetiag  a  people  intptccd  with  the  umc  virtues,  and  animated  wilh 
IhetaDie  ardeiil  palrioijinn  and  love  of  liberty,  to  Independence  and  peace,  to 
iBMaMng  wealth  and  anexampled  protpetity,  has  merited  Ihc  gralitude  of  hit 
fdtow-dtiieni,  contmanded  the  highest  praisei  of  foreign  oations,  and  lecuied 
blEion*)  glot7  with  poslcrily. 

"  [a  thai  ntirement  which  ii  his  voluntary  choice,  may  belong  live  to  enjoy 
ikdelicioiat  recollection  of  hit  tervicei.  the  gratitude  of  mankind,  Ihe  happy 
kliti  of  them  lo  hiranelf  and  l!ie  world,  which  are  dilly  incresiiiij;.  and  that 
fkadid  propped  of  the  future  forlunet  of  his  country,  which  is  opening 
*i»a  year  to  yeoi.  His  name  may  be  still  a  rampart,  and  ihe  knowledge 
Iku  b*  Uvea  a  bulwark,  ig*iit<>t  all  open  or  secret  cncniict  of  his  country's 

PCKS.' 

"To  tcadfy  thnr  love  for  the  person,  who  had  for  eighi  ycais  admlnlilcrad 
4e  gawaramem  of  the  United  Staiet,  Ihe  meruhanth  of  Philadelphia  had  pr«- 
PWul  a  splendid  biaqoel  for  the  day.  to  which  the  General,  several  oHicett  of 
'tak  in  the  late  army.  Ihe  beads  of  departments,  foreign  ministers,  and  other 
^nooa  ol  diMinciion  were  invited.  In  the  rotunda.  In  which  it  •"*>■  given,  an 
^Ic^aut  compliment  was  prepared  for  Ihe  frin-cipal  gtust,  which  is  thus 
"Waaib*!!  in  the  papers  of  the  day  : 

*"UpOD  vniciing  ihe  area,  Ihe  General  waa  conducted  10  bia  seal.  On  > 
^CVlgi**!*,  mvuc  played  Wash inf^lon's  March,  and  a  scen«,  which  represented 
*Mfie  objecii  in  the  rear  of  the  principal  leal,  was  drawn  up  and  discovered 
**bUui«lic«l  |iaiulinj{s.  Tbe  principal  wnk  a  frmilr  ^ure  ax  large  at  life, 
**1«iaciitiiig  America,  sealed  on  an  elevation  composed  of  sixteen  marble  ilepi, 
At  hn  left  aide  flood  the  federal  shield  and  e«gl«.  and  at  her  feel  lay  the 
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.  stich  matters  as  are  interesting, 
to  the  rules  of  your  official  duty  to 
We  g«  so  many  details  In  the  Gazettes, 
ih  ilMfcirnt  complexions,  that  it  is  Impos- 
vfaat  credence  to  give  to  any  of  them. 
of  the  French  government  is  so  much 
and  so  unaccountable  upon  any 
of  justice,  or  even  of  that  sort  of  policy, 
familiar  to  plain  understandings,  that  I  shall 
■Mr  pttizle  my  brains  io  attempting  to  develop 
eMimsof  IL' 

V*  got  home  without   accident,  and  found  the 
drier,  and  better  than  I  ever  travelled  them  at 
of  the  year.     The  attentions  we  met  with 
joiffiKy  were  very  flattering,  and  to  some, 
differently  formed  from  mine  would 
kjgUy  relished ;  but  I  avoided  in  every 
[  had  any  previous  knowledge  of  thflfl 

^^^  ka'**  Wtd  tb*  ladian  nlNart  of  pMci  lapportlnc 

^pMRd  tbi  ivsple  «C  Faae ;  aad.  ob 

»  fiUt  ^uiiide,  apM  vkkh  \,vanam  wa* 

*«k(M«*oaa  iMctJbdl  VsMittiif.-  u»d  u  ifc« 

bitawt  »aA  «>wd,  fran  wbkh  ft  fifw*  at 

tciMbc  d«vA  lbs  <Mpih  poiMiBg 

•<  p«<Mr  >hkh  te  hftd  mipwd.  and  wMi 

te  «  tawMW  kM^Hi^  MpfoHUlaf  Moaal  Venun,  in  (real  of  whicb 

0*<T  ibc  Gantnl  apiicaiMl  tgimmi 

M*M«  ii  tkm  P>iicim  M  rtcvira  Fiackacr  ••  ntaliMf.    Ha  rwched 

),<«<««•»«  »ik  1^  M  iba  tMb  pttatued  Ui  cradtufatb.    Po«nul 

•«MM«I  ■  Io  *Kr*  bUat  lba(  B»  MlMblcr  «oald  be  rKMvad 

V«>ta>l  SMk  m>1  Ibis  act  *»  •iuibBt*4  to  ■  bdlcf  thai  !!«»• 

UadlT  (mIihe  ta  Fnoce.    Oa  DeccBber 

•I  laa*«  wu  (irea  Io  Moorae,  at  wbidt  iba  gtotnl 

•bov^  akd  bf  Febraaiy  tNackntf  bad  ba«B  loU  to  laaTe 
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Jntention,  and  could  by  earnest  entreaties  prevail,  all 
Je  or  escorts.     Mrs.  Washington  took  a  violent 
cold  in  Philadelphia,  which  hangs  upon  her  still ;  but 
it  is  not  as  bad  as  it  has  been.' 

I  find  myself  in  the  situation  nearly  of  a  young 
beginner;  for,  although  I  have  not  Iiouses  to  build 
(except  one,  which  I  must  erect  for  the  accommoda- 
tion and  security  of  my  Military,  Civil,  and  private 
Papers,  which  are  voluminous  and  may  be  interesting), 
yet  I  have  not  one,  or  scarcely  anything  else  about  me 
that  does  not  require  considerable  repairs,  Inaword,  I 
am  already  surrounded  by  Joiners,  Masons,  Painters, 
&t,  &c. ;  and  such  is  my  anxiety  to  get  out  of  their 
hands,  that  I  have  scarcely  a  room  to  put  a  friend 
into,  or  to  sit  in  myself,  without  the  music  of  ham- 
mers, or  the  odoriferous  smell  of  paint.     *     *     • 

I  Mrs.  Washington  and  Miss  Custis  are  thankful  for 
your  kind  rememberance  of  them,  and  join  me  in  best 
T^rards  for  Mrs.  McHenry  and  yourself,  with.  Dear 
Sir,  Your  sincere  friend. 


ttteomiUy.  Thii  rtfuvil.  with  Ilie  stlcnding  "circumslancu  of  indignily." 
■M  kMwn  Id  America  lale  in  March,  Diid  induced  Ihc  rcuidcnl  lo  issue  a 
^tcbmalion,  i%  March,  t Jq7.  conveniii);  Coiintf^  in  May. 

'Tlte  loJIowing  extract  ii  from  a  Ballimore  paper,  daled  March  13th. — 
"LaiI«TcBiii£  airivei]  in  tbit  city,  onbiiway  toMouni  Vemon,  the  illuttTioui 
object  of  i-nHTaiioB  anil  |>iatliudc,  Gkorck  Wamiikcton.  Hi»  Eicrllcncj 
'*^atCDinpaiiied  by  his  ladf  and  Mist  Cuilii, 'and  by  the  ion  of  the  unfor> 
*BD«te  Lafayette  and  hit  perceplot.  Al  a  diuancc  from  the  ctly.  he  wai  met 
't  >  cro«d  of  ciliicno,  un  hortc  and  [not,  who  thronged  the  toad  10  greet  him, 
*)ld1>y  t  delachmcnl  from  Cnplain  Holtingiworth'i  troop,  who  eii:»i(ed  him 
'*tk««ugh  at  treat  a  coqcoutk  of  people  >i  BallioiDre  ever  witnened.  On 
*U^llag  at  ibe  Founiiin  Itin,  (he  GenemI  wsh  taluicd  iriih  teilcmted  and 
^■■dcring  h>u*i  from  the  tpeclatoti.  l^ii  Excellency,  with  the  companioiu 
^  ^)Mni>ey,  lctve«  town  we  undentand  lUi  morning" 
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TO   OLIVER    WDLCOTT,    SECRETARY    OP    THE   TREASUHV. 


Dear  Sir, 


MouKT  VnutMf.  \%  Majr,  ln^ 


I  thank  you  for  the  information  contained  i 
letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  and  infer  from  it  with 
pleasure,  that  you  must  be  better  if  not  quite 
recovered  of  the  indisposition  of  which  you  com- 
plained, by  your  being  enabled  to  write.  To  icnovr 
this,  however,  would  give  mc  satisfaction,  as  I  enter- 
tain an  affectionate  regard  for  you. 

Various  conjectures  have  been  formed  relative 
the  causes,  which  have  induced  the  President  to  coi 
vene  the  Congress  at  this  season  of  the  year;  among 
others,  the  laying  an  embargo  is  supposed  by  some 
to  be  in  contemplation,   whether  with  or  without 
foundation,  you.  who  are  acting  on  the  great  theatre, 
have  the  best  means  of  judging.     For  myself,  having 
turned  aside  from  the  broad  walks  of  political,  into 
the  narrow  paths  of  private  life,  I  shall  leave  it  with 
those,  whose  duty  it   is  to  consider  subjects  of  this 
sort,  and.  (as  every  good  citizen  ought  to  do,)  con- 
form to  whatsoever  the  ruling  powers  shall  decide- 
To  make  and  sell  a  little  (lour  annually,  to  repa*^ 
houses  (going  fast  to  ruin),  to  build  one  for  the 
security  of  my  papers   of   a  public  nature,  and  '* 
amuse    myself    in    agricultural   and   rural   pursuit* 
will   constitute    employment    for   the    few   years 
have   to    remain    on    this    terrestrial    globe.     If.  ** 
these.   I  could  now   and   then   meet  the   friends     ^ 
esteem,  it  would  fill  the  measure  and   add  zest  t*' 
my  enjoyments ;  but,  if  ever  this  happens,  it  mu^* 


1 


I 


'7MI 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


385 


be  under  my  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  as  I  do  not 
think  it  probable  that  I  shall  go  beyond  twenty 
miles  from  them. 

To  detail  matters  of  private  concern  would  be  as 

improper  as  it  would  be  uninteresting;  and  therefore, 

upon  the  principle  I  have  adopted,  it  will  never  be  in 

■fny  power  to  make  adequate  returns  for  your  kind 

communications,  which   I  wish  may  be   continued, 

when  you  are  at  leisure  and  at  liberty  ;  for  there  is  so 

little  dependence  on   newspaper  publications,  which 

take  whatever  complexion  the  editors  please  to  give 

them,  that  persons  at  a  distance,  who  have  no  other 

means  of  information,  are  oftentimes  at  a  loss  to  form 

an  opinion  on  the  most  important  occurrences.     Mrs. 

I     Washington   and    Nelly  Custis    unite  with    me  in 

■  tonJial   remembrance  of  Mrs  Wolcott  and  yourself. 

and  with  much  sincerity  I  remain  affectionately  yours. 


TO   WILLIAM    HEATH. 

Mount  Vbhwok.  w  Majr.  1797. 

DsAR  Sir, 

Your  kind  and  friendly  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo 
has  been  duly  received,  and  I  beg  you  to  accept  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  affectionate  sentiments  you 
have  been  pleased  to  express  for  me  in  it. 

I  cfn  assure  you.  Sir,  I  never  ascribed  a  motive 
tj  the  letter  you  wrote  to  me  on  my  election  to 
the  cbair  of  government,  so  unworthy  of  you  as 
iosup|.ose  it  was  written  with  a  view  of  "pressing 
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yourself  into  notice,  or  seeking  for  a   place."    On' 
the  contrary  I  was   led   to   believe,  that   domestic, 
enjoyments  in   rural  pursuits  had  more  charms  fo 
you,  and  were  more  congenial  to  your  inclinatic 
than  any  appointment   that   would  draw  you  from 
home. 

I  hope,  as  you  do,  that,  notwithstanding  our  polit^ 
cal  horizon  is  much  overcast,  the  wisdom,  temper, 
and  firmness  of  the  government,  supported  by  the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  will  dispel  the  threatening 
clouds,  and  that  all  will  end  without  any  shedding  of 
blood.     To  mc  this  is  so  demonstrable,  that  not  a 
particle  of  doubt  would  dwell  on  my  mind  relative 
thereto,  if  our  citizens  would  advocate  their  o«o 
cause,  instead  of  that  of  any  other  nation  under  the 
sun  ;  that  is.  if.  instead  of  being  Frenchmen  or  Eng- 
lishmen in  politics,  they  would  be  Americans,  indig, 
nant  at  every  attempt  of  cither,  or  any  other  powi 
to  establish  an  influence  in  our  councils,  or  presui 
to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  or  disunion  among 
No  policy,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  more  clearly  (k«*^ 
onstrated,  than  that  we  should  do  justice  to  all,  ar»^T 
have  no  political  conne.\ion  with  any  of  the  Europe^^ 
powers  beyond  those,  which  result  from  and 
to  regulate  our  commerce  with  them.     OurowQi 
perience,  if  it  has  not  already  had  this  effect,  «■ 
soon  convince  us,  that  the  idea  of  disinterested  'avo*^ 
or  friendship  from  any  nation  whatever  is  too  qov^^ 
to  be  calculated  on,  and  there  will  always  be  f  juod   ^ 
wide  difference  between  the  words  and  acUon;  of ; 
of  them. 
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It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  yourself, 
that  you  are  writing  Memoirs  of  those  transactions, 
which  passed  under  your  notice  during  the  revolu- 
tionary wan'     Having  always  understood,  that  you 
were  exact  and  copious  in  noting  occurrences  at  the 
time  they  happened,  a  work  of  this  kind  will,  from 
the  candor  and  ability  with  which  I  am  persuaded 
your  notes  were  taken,  be  uncommonly  correct  and 
interesting.     Whether  you  mean  to  publish  them  at 
your  own  expense,  or  by  subscription,  is  not  inti- 
mated in  your  letter.     If  the  latter.  I  pray  you  to 
consider  me  as  a  subscriber,  and  in  any  event  as  a 
purchaser  of  your  production.     That  you  may  enjoy 
health  to  complete  the  work  to  your  entire  satisfao 
lioa,  I  devoutly  pray,  and  that  you  may  live  after- 
«anis  to  hear  it  applauded,  as  1  doubt  not  it  will 
be,  I  as  sincerely  wish.     If   I    should  live  to  see 
it  published,    I    shall    read    it    with  great  avidity. 
Retired    from    noise    myself,  and  the  responsibility 
attached    to    public    employment,    my    hours    will 
glide  smoothly  on.     My  best  wishes,  however,  for 
•he  prosperity  of  our  country  will  always  have  the 
first  place   in   my  thoughts  ;    while  to  repair  build- 
ings, and  to  cultivate  my  farms,  which  require  close 
atte/ition,  will  occupy  the  few  years,  perhaps  days, 
I  may  be  a  sojourner  here,  as   I   am   now   in   the 
si]tty->>ixth   year  of   my  peregrination  through   life. 
With    assurances  of   great   esteem,    I    remain,  dear 
Sir,  &c. 

MimJi^'  'f  Moffr-Gftiral  Htolh,  lenltiinimg  AnnJett),  DttsdU  o/ Skir- 
"iffci,  B^attt,  and  flJkrr  MiHtarf  Evtnli  Daring  Ikt  Amtri<aH  W^r, 
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TO    REV.    SAMUEL   STANHOPE   SMITH. 


r 


Mount  Vbucoh,  04  liar.  1797. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  1 8lh  instant  was  received  by  the 
last  post,  the  contents  of  which,  relative  to  Mr. 
Custis,  filled  my  mind  (as  you  naturally  supposed  it 
would)  with  extreme  disquietude.  From  his  infancy 
I  have  discovered  an  almost  unconquerable  disposi- 
tion to  indolence  in  everything  that  did  not  tend  to 
his  amusements ;  and  have  exhorted  him  in  the  most 
parental  and  friendly  manner  often,  to  devote  his 
time  to  more  useful  pursuits.  His  pride  has  been 
stimulated,  and  his  family  expectations  and  wishes 
have  been  urged  as  inducements  thereto.  In  short. 
1  could  say  nothing  to  him  now  by  way  of  admoni- 
tion, encouragement,  or  advice,  that  has  not  been 
repeated  over  and  over  again. 

It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  keep  him  to  his  studies 
as  long  as  I  am  able,  as  well  on  account  of  the  beixs 
fits  he  will  derive  from  them,  as  for  the  purpoac 
of  excluding  him  from  the  company  of  idle  an4 
dissipated  young  men  until  his  judgment  is  more 
matured. 

I  am  to  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  exertions  to  ret^iove 
the  error  of  his  present  thoughts,  and  I  shall  ho|>e  for 
your  further  endeavor  to  effect  it.  If  you  find^  how- 
ever, that  the  attempt  will  be  in  vain,  I  shall  njly  on 
your  judgment  to  employ  his  time  in  such  s'l  ■  ^ 
you  conceive  will  be  most  advantageous  to  hitn  ..  .-...xg 
his  continuance  with  you,  and  I  know  of  none  more 
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likely  to  prove  so  than  those  you  have  suggested,  if 
his  term  at  college  will  dose  with  the  next  vacation. 
With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  reverend 
Sir,  &C. 


TO   THOMAS    PtNCKNEV. 


• 


MouXT  Ve«»0».  »8  M«)r,  t  J97. 

Mv  Dear  Sir. 

•  *  *  Let  me  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  return 
to  your  native  country  and  friends,  after  the  important 
services  you  have  rendered  to  the  former,  and  thank 
Jtpu,  as  I  most  cordially  do,  for  the  favorable  senti- 
ments which  you   have  been  pleased  to  express  for 
me.  and  of  my  public  conduct     The  approbation  you 
Iiave  given  of  the  latter,  be  assured,  is  highly  pleasing 
tome.     To  receive  testimonies  of  this  kind  from  the 
good  and  virtuous,  more  especially  from  those  who 
are  competent  to  judge,  and  have  had  the  means  of 
judging  from  the  best  sources  of  information,  stamps 
■  value  which  renders  them  peculiarly  grateful  to 
One's  sensibility. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  our  country  will 

stafid  upon  independent  ground,  or  be  directed  in  its 

Polit.caI  concerns  by  any  other  nation.     A  little  time 

^iU  show  who  are  its  true  friends,  or,  what  is  synony- 

Rvms,  who  are  true  Americans  ;  those  who  are  stimu- 

Uting  a  foreign  nation  to  unfriendly  acts,  repugnant 

to  oui"  rights  and    dignity,   and    advocating   all    its 

"leuui'es,   or  those    whose    only    aim    has    been    to 

ntaiata>n   a   strict    neutrality,    to   keep   the    United 
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States  out  of  the  vortex  of  European  politics,  and    : 
to  preserve  them  in  peace.  fl 

The  President's  speech  will.  I  conceive,  draw  forth 
mediately  or  immediately  an  expression  of  the  public 
mind  ;  and,  as  it  is  the  right  of  the  people,  that  this 
should  be  carried  into  effect,  their  sentiments  ought 
to  be  unequivocally  known,  that  the  principles  on 
which  the  government  has  acted,  and  which,  from 
the  President's  speech,  are  likely  to  be  continud. 
may  either  be  changed,  or  the  opposition,  that  is 
endeavoring  to  embarrass  ever>*  measure  of  the 
executive,  may  meet  effectual  discountenance. 
Things  cannot,  ought  not  to  remain  any  longer 
in  their  present  disagreeable  state.  Nor  shouM 
the  idea,  that  the  government  and  the  people  bavr 
different  views,  be  suffered  any  longer  to  prevail 
home  or  abroad  ;  for  it  is  not  only  injurious  to  us,but 
disgraceful  also,  that  a  government  constituted  as  ou** 
is  should  be  administered  contrary  to  their  interest.^^ 
the  fact  be  so.' 

But,  as  I  did  not  begin  this  letter  with  an  intenti 
of  running  into  any  political  disquisition.  I  will  stc^ 
where  I  am,  and  only  add,   that  with  sincere 
affectionate  regard  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


top' 


'  Prsideot  Adtmi  hid  •ummoncd  a  ip«cia]  m««ting  of  Con^rt  il.  ^Mf 
■ccouni  ol  Ihe  ilate  of  iA»,\i%  between  Ihe  United  Sutet  asd  Fnnec.  Os  a 
311I  ol  Mar  l"  numlnMcd  to  the  Seoale  C)i«rle«  CoiMwntth  Piockam  _  Fn»  "^ 
Dana,  and  John  Marihall,  to  be  joinUy  and  «ever«U)f  mrojr*  estnotd'^ny  k^^ 
minulen  plenipotcniury  to  the  French  Republic  The  object  o(  t)R  \\\^m\  '~ 
u  Matnl  by  the  pTe«iden(,  wa*.  10  "dittipals  ambni^,  iraion  ntj^Ce^^ 
rectify  erron,  and  adjust  ill  dincrenc».  by  ■  treaty  bpln-ero  Ik*  tire  ajam  r  ' 
Mr.  Dana  declined  the  appoiDtmenl,  and  Elbridge  Gerty  -w  -••— i-.-j  -' 
U(  place. 
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TO  JAMES  McHENRY.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

MouxT  Vekkok,  S9  May,  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  indebted  to  you  for  several  unacknowledged 
fclters ;  but  never  mind  that ;  go  on  as  if  you  had 
them.  You  are  at  the  source  of  information,  and 
can  find  many  things  to  relate  ;  while  I  have  nothing 
to  say,  that  could  either  inform  or  amuse  a  Secretary 
a  War  in  Philadelphia. 

I  might  tell  him.  that  1  begin  my  dtumal  course 
with  the  sun;  that,  if  my  hirelings  are  not  in  their 
places  at , that  time  I  send  them  messages  expressive 
of  my  sorrow  for  their  indisposition  ;  that,  having  put 
these  wheels  in  motion,  I  examine  the  state  of  things 
hinhcr;  and  the  more  they  are  probed,  the  deeper  I 
find  the  wounds  are  which  my  buildings  have  sus- 
tained by  an  absence  and  neglect  of  eight  years;  by 
the  time  I  have  accomplished  these  matters,  break- 
fast (a  little  after  seven  o'clock,  about  the  time  I 
presume  you  are  taking  leave  of  Mrs.  McHenry), 
B  ready ;  that,  this  being  over,  I  mount  my  horse 
ind  ride  round  my  farms,  which  employs  me  until 
lis  time  to  dress  for  dinner,  at  which  I  rarely  miss 
'ce'ng  strange  faces,  come  as  they  say  out  of  respect 
forme.  Pray,  would  not  the  word  curiosity  answer 
3s  »wll  ?  And  how  different  this  from  having  a 
'tw  jocial  friends  at  a  cheerful  board  !  The  usual 
^oieof  sitting  at  table,  a  walk,  and  tea,  brings  me 
*ithin  the  dawn  of  candlelight ;  previous  to  which,  if 
"lot  prevented  by  company,  I  resolve,  that,  as  soon  as 
"•c  glimrncring  taper  supplies  the  place  of  the  great 


luminary,  I  will  retire  to  my  writing-table  and 
knowledge   the  letters   I   have  received  ;  but  vh 
the  lights  are  brought,  I  feci  tired  and  disinclined  10 
engage  in  this  work,  conceiving  that  the  next  niglil 
will  do  as  well.     The  next  comes,  and  with  it  the 
same  causes  for  postponement,  and  effect,  and  so  on. 
This  will  account  for  your  letter  remaining  so  long 
unacknowledged  ;  and,  having  given  you  the  history 
of  a  day,  it  will  serve  for  a  year,  and  1  am  persuaded 
you  will  not  require  a  second  edition  of  it.     But  it 
may  strike  you,  that  in  this  detail  no  mention  is  made 
of  any   portion  of  time  allotted  for  reading.    The 
remark  would  be  just,   for  I  have  not   looked  into 
a  book  since  I  came  home  ;  nor  shall  I  be  able  to  do 
it  until  I  have  discharged  my  workmen,  probably  no<: 
before  the  nights  grow  longer,  when  possibly  I  tti^l 
be  looking  in  Doomsday-Book.     On  the  score  of  ih< 
plated  ware  in  your  possession  I  will  say  something 
in  a  future  letter.     At  present  I  shall  only  add.  tby 
I  am  always  and  affectionately  yours. 


to  oliver  wolcott,  secretarv  op  the  the 

Dear  Sir. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  l8th  instant  widtf 
its  enclosures,  and  I  thank  you  for  both.  The  Presi-^ 
dent  has  in  my  opinion  placed  matters  upon  their' 
true  ground  in  his  speech  to  Congress,  The  crisis' 
calls  for  an   unequivocal   expression  of   the   puUic: 


'797] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


39i 


mind,  and  the  speech  will  mediately  or  immediately 
bring  this  about.  Things  ought  not,  indeed  cannot, 
remain  long  in  their  present  state  ;  and  it  is  time  the 
people  should  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
political  situation  of  this  country,  and  the  causes 
which  have  produced  it,  that  they  may  either  give 
active  and  effectual  support  to  those,  to  whom  they 
have  intrusted  the  administration  of  the  government, 
if  they  approve  the  principles  on  which  they  have 
acted,  or  sanction  the  conduct  of  their  opponents, 
who  have  endeavored  to  bring  about  a  change  by 
embarrassing  all  its  measures,  (not  even  short  of 
foreign  means). 

We  arc  waiting  with  no  small  degree  of  solicitude, 
for  the  answer  of  the  house  of  Representatives,  that 
an  opinion  may  be  formed  from  its  complexion  of 
the  temper  of  thai  body  since  its  renovation.' 

Thus  much  for  our  own  affairs,  which,  maugre  the 
[desolating  scenes  of  Europe,  might  continue  in  the 

V  "*  I  had  Mine  \eftt  dial  lh«  Ule  toncluct  or  oiu  great  and  ni4isik»iuiMi>ui 
\  woold  have  produced  but  nne  iwntlinent  in  the  KcfirctcnUiivci  of  th« 
J«.  1  could  nol  be  olhcrwiie  than  diiappoinled  llwrefon  (in  a  dc^nv.  for 
t^*T«  ata  *oiDC.  1  fear,  who  undei  all  cucun»CanocsajcRv>lTe(ltoiupiKi(t  ibcif 
■'■^'^^olal  the  oppoaillon  by  (i>  ^iral  a  miiioiilir  (n  (he  repurtei]  addnta. 
*U  **  U  Im«  bcon  :  and,  ao  il  will  be — vhiliit  men  aic  acluaitd  ^ly  diffvrtnl 
■Mi**  aad  *iewk  ]|  U  lo  be  hoped,  nolwiihiUtuling,  tbu  even  those  »ha 
■rr  K  tc  nariaw  of  the  bunnr,  dljfnlly,  and  intercti  oJ  our  (food  friend*,  vlll 
M(  i«  •«  «ri»  (ran  guanling  se>inil  tbeir  (nniily  by  Ihs  adoption  of  luch  mna* 
■•  vUl  w^ble  lb*  Eiccalive  lo  defend  Ui«  coooiry,  agtinM  a  cootimMiion  of 
'  th«  iwti*!^  II  1^,  tuktaincd  on  our  commerce. — Thu  being  ihe  jao*  cAectlrc 
U  hM  ifc*  only  HMM  to  oblaiti  (hrlr  lricii<iship.  or  forbearanoe,— If  juMke  ti 
tMnm  ^  ii^l  10  taodet  it, — on  the  oiber  bajid  lei  out  rjfhu  b«  clained, 
*Md  aratuo'd  v4ih  a  >;tKnl6cd  nrmncu. — Sv/uit  tfftm*  <•»  b»  Ukta  at  (Ua, 
by  PnsM  vhilu  U  auM  be  approved  by  all  Iht  icti  of  th«  world. "— fuM* 
'^f*'"*»'''<*«W^f,  mh|»iie,  1797- 
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most  happy,  flourishing,  and  prosperous  train,  if  the 
harmony  of  the  Union  were  not  endangered  by  the 
interna)  disturbers  of  its  peace.  With  respect  to  the 
nations  of  Europe,  their  situation  appears  so  awful, 
that  nothing  short  of  Omnipotence  can  predict  the 
issue ;  although  every  human  mind  must  feel  for  the 
miseries  it  endures.  Our  course  is  plain  ;  they  who 
run  may  read  it.  Thetr's  is  so  bewildered  and  dark, 
so  entangled  and  embarrassed,  and  so  obviously 
under  the  influence  of  intrigue,  that  one  would  sup- 
pose, if  any  thing  could  open  the  eyes  of  our  misled 
citizens,  the  deplorable  situation  of  those  people 
could  not  fail  to  accomplish  it.  *  *  •  With  sin- 
cere and  affectionate  regard,  1  am  always  yours. 


TO   GEORGE  WASHINGTON    PARKE  CUSTIS. 


MouvT  Vs&KOK,  4  Jam,  17^, 

Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  came  to  hand  by 
the  post  of  Friday,  and  eased  my  mind  of  many  un- 
pleasant sensations  and  reflections  on  your  account. 
It  has,  indeed,  done  more,  it  has  filled  it  with  plci-^ui^ 
more  easy  to  be  conceived  than  expressed  ;  and  if  your 
sorrow  and  repentance  for  the  disquietude  occasioned 
by  the  preceding  letter,  your  resolution  to  abandon 
the  ideas  which  were  therein  express,  are  sin«-ere,  I 
shall  not  only  heartily  forgive,  but  will  forget  also, 
and  bury  in  oblivion  all  that  has  passed. 

As  a  testimony  of  my  disposition  to  do  tl»i»— of 
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the  hope  I  had  conceived  that  reflection  would  over- 
come an  indolent  habit  or  bad  advice — not  a  hint  re- 
specting this  matter  has  been  given  to  any  of  your 
/riends  in  this  quarter,  although  Doctor  Stuart  and 
)*our  mother  (with  their  children)  left  this  on  Thurs- 
day last,  after  a  stay  of  a  week,  and  both  Mr.  Law 
and  Mr.  Peter  have  been  here  since  the  receipt  of  it. 
Bin  a  word,  your  grandmamma,  sister,  and  myself,  are 
all  who  were  acquainted  therewith. 

You  must  not  suffer  this  resolution  you  have  re- 
cently entered  into,  to  operate  as  the  mere  result  of 
a  momentary  impulse,  occasioned  by  the  letters  yoi* 
have  received  from  hence.     This  resolution  should 
be  founded  on  sober  reflection,  and  a  thorough  con- 
I    viction  of  your  error,  otherwise  it  will  be  as  wavering 
Bis  the  wind,  and  become  the  sport  of  conflicting  pas- 
^nons,  which  will  occasion  such  a  lassitude  in  your 
^pxertions  as  to  render  your  studies  of  little  avail.  To 
^ftnsure  permanency,  think  seriously  o(  the  advantages 
which  are  to  be  derived,  on  the  one  hand,  from  the 
"    steady  pursuit  of  a  course  of  study  to  be  marked  out 
your  preceptor,  whose  judgment,  experience,  and 
lowledged  abilities,  enables  him  to  direct  them  ; 
aoi&on  the  other  hand,  revolve  as  seriously  on  the 
coos^uences   which   would   inevitably   result   from 
Kan  indisposition  to  this  measure,    or  from  an   idle 
haWt  1  of   hankering   after    unprofitable   amusements 

»at  yo^ir  time  of  life,  before  you  have  acquired  that 
know8:dge  which  would  be  found  beneficial  ift 
«reiy  feiiuation  ;  I  say  before,  because  it  is  not  my 
*ttli  diat,  having  gone  through  the  essentials,  you 
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should  be  deprived  of  any  rational  amusement  afttr- 
ward ;  or,  lastly,  from  dissipation  in  such  company 
as  you  would  most  likely  meet  under  such  circum- 
stances, who  but  too  often,  mistake  ribaldry  for  wit. 
and  rioting,  swearing,  intoxication,  and  gambling  for, 
manliness.  ^| 

These  things  are  not  without  momentary  charms 
to  young  minds  susceptible  of  any  impression,  before 
the  judgment  in  some  measure  is  formed,  and  reason 
begins  to  preponderate.  It  is  on  this  ground,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  the  intrinsic  advantages  that 
you  yourself  would  experience  hereafter  from  it, 
that  I  am  desirous  of  keeping  you  to  your  studies. 
And  if  such  characters  as  t  have  described  should 
be  found  instrumental,  either  by  their  advice  or 
example,  in  giving  your  mind  a  wrong  bias,  shun 
them  as  you  would  a  pestilence  ;  for,  be  assured, 
it  is  not  with  such  qualities  as  these  you  ought  to  be 
allied,  or  with  those  who  possess  them  to  have  any 
friendship. 

These  sentiments  are  dictated  by  the  purest  regard 
for  your  welfare,  and  from  an  earnest  desire  to  pnt- 
mote  your  true  happiness,  in  which  all  your  friei\ds 
feci  an  interest,  and  would  be  much  gratified.'  to 
see  accomplished,  while  it  would  contribute  fm  a>> 
eminent  degree  to  your  respectability  in  thtt  eye* 
of  others. 

Your  endeavors  to  fulfill  these  reasonable  Vrish** 
of  ours  can  not  fail  of  restoring  all  the  atteluiof*- 
protection,  and  affection  of  one  who  has  eveif  be^s^ 
and  will  continue  to  be,  your  sincere  friend.     ' 


TO  DAVID   HUMPHREYS. 

Moi;kt  Vernon,  ab  June.  1797. 

Mv  Dear  Humphreys: 

Since  I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you- 
by  Capt.  O'Brian,  I  have  been  favored  with  your  let- 
ters of  the  1st  of  January  and  i8th  of  February. — 
The  last  in  date  was  the  first  received ;  but  neither 
came  to  hand  until  long  after  I  had  left  the  chair  of 
Government,  and  was  seated  in  the  shade  of  my  own 
Vine  and  Fig  tree. 

•  The  testimony  of  your  politeness  and  friendship 
to  Mrs.  Washington  and  myself,  which  accompanied 
the  latter,  are  accepted  with  the  same  cordiality  and 
chcarfulness  with  which  I  am  sure  they  were  pre- 
sented. Presents  however,  to  me,  are  of  all  things 
the  most  painful ;  but  when  I  am  so  well  satisfied  of 
the  motives  which  dictated  yours  my  scruples  are 
removed ;  and  I  receive  the  buckles  (which  are  in> 
^b^eed  very  elegant)  as  a  token  of  your  regard  and 
^  utachment ;  and  will  keep  and  wear  them  occasion- 
illy  for  your  sake. 

As  the  Gazettes  of  this  country  are  transmitted 
bom  the  department  of  State,  to  all  our  diplomatic 
cluracters  abroad,  you  will  of  course  have  perceived 
thai  the  measure  advised  by  you  relative  to  the  dis- 
avowj  of  the  forged  letter  (attempted  to  be  imposed 
OR  (Ik  public,  as  written  by  me  in  1776)  had  been 
Ptvioiisly  adopted  ;  without  any  of  the  accompani- 
iients  contained  in  your  draught  which  was  received 
'ong  affer  the  publication  of  it. 
V      I  ^n  clearly  in  sentiment  with  you  that  every  man 
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■who  is  in  the  vigor  of  Hfe,  ought  to  serve  his  coun- 
try, in  what  ever  line  it  requires  and  he  is  fit  for;  It 
was  not  my  intention  therefore  to  persuade  you  tg 
withdraw  your  services  whilst  inclination  and  the 
■calls  of  your  Country  demanded  your  service,  but 
the  desire  of  a  companion  in  my  latter  days,  in  whom 
I  could  confide,  might  have  induced  me  to  express 
myself  too  strongly  on  the  occasion.  The  change 
however  which  I  presume  has  ere  this  taken  place  in 
your  domestic  concerns  would  of  itself  have  annihi- 
lated every  hope  of  having  you  as  an  inmate  if  the 
circumstance  had  been  known  at  the  lime. 

On  this  event,  which  I  persuade  myself  will  be 
fortunate  and  happy  for  you,  I  offer  my  congratula- 
tions, with  all  the  sincerity  and  warmth  you  can  de- 
sire;— and  if  ever  you  should  bring  Mrs.  Humphreys' 
to  the  U.  States  no  roof  will  afford  her  and  you  a 
more  welcome  reception  than  this,  while  we  are  the 
inhabitants  of  it. 

To  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Gazettes 
which  will  be  transmitted  from  thence,  I  shall  refer 
you  for  the  political  state  of  our  affairs  ;  but  in  on^ 
word  I  might  have  added,  that  nothing  short  Q^H 
general  peace  in  Europe,  will  produce  tranquility  i^ 
this  Country  ;  for  reasons  which  arc  obvious  to  every  . 
well  informed  observant  man  among  us.  I  have  con- 
fidence however  in  that  providence,  which  has 
shielded  the  U.  Slates  from  the  evils  which  have 
threatened  them  hitherto. — And.  as  I  believe  the 
major  part  of  the  people  of  this  country,  arfe  well 
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afTected  to  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  it,  I 
rest  satisfied  that  if  ever  a  crisis  should  arise  to  call 
forth   the  sense  of  the  Community  it  will   be  strong 

■  in  support  of  the  Honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation. 
Therefore  however  much  I  regret  the  opposition, 
which  has  for  its  object  the  embarrassment  of  the 

■  administration,  I  shall  view  things  in  the  "  calm  light 
of  mild  philosophy"  and  endeavor  to  finish  my 
course  in  retirement  and  ease. 
K  An  absence  from  homeof  eight  years  (except  short 
occasional  visits  to  it  which  allowed  no  time  to  in- 
vestigate or  look  into  the  real  state  of  my  private 
concerns)  has  very  much  deranged  them,  and  occa- 

■  sioned  such  depredations  upon  buildings  and  all 
things  around  them,  as  to  make  the  expence  of  re- 
pairs almost  as  great  and  the  employment  of  attend- 

king  to  work  men  almost  as  much,  as  if  I  had  com* 
menced  an  entire  new  establishment. 
The  public  buildings  in  the  Federal   City  go  on 
»eU  :■ — one  wing  of  the  Capitol  (with  which  Congress 
-    MJcht  make  a  verj'  good  shift),  and  the  President's 
B'^ousc  ^'"  ^^  covered  in  this  Autumn,  or  to  speak 
more  correctly  perhaps  the  latter  is  n<m>  receiving  its 
cov^>  and  the  former  will  be  ready   for  it  by  that 
epoch-     An  elegant  bridge  is  thrown  over  the  Poto- 
mack  at  the  little  falls,  and  the  navigation  of  the 
I  river  above  will  be  completed  nearly,  this  season, 
througli  which  an  immensity  of  Produce,  must  flow 
to  the  shipping  Ports  thereon. 

Alexiiidria  you  would  scarcely  know ;  so  much  has 
it  cncre^scd,  since  you  was  there.    Two  entire  streets 


where  Shallops,  then  laded  and  unladed,  arc  extended 
into  the  River,  and  some  of  the  best  buildings  ia  the 
Town  erected  on  them. — What  were  the  Comtnons, 
arc  now  all  enclosed,  and  many  good  houses  placed 
on  them. 

As  my  circle  is  nam  smaU  my  information  will  be 
of  course  contracted,  as  Alexandria  and  the  Fedeial 
City  will  probably  be  the  extent  of  my  perambula- 
tions. If  you  have  entered  the  Matrimonial  list— 1 
pray  you  to  present  me  in  respectful  terms  to  your 
lady  and  at  all  times  and  under  alt  circumstances 
that  you  would  believe  me  to  be,  as  I  really  am,  m; 
dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO  JAMES  McHENRV.  SECHIETARV  OF  WAR. 

MoDifT  Vkuion,  7tlt  Jmlr,  vm- 

Dear  Sir. 

By  the  last  Post  I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of 
the  3d  instant  and  thank  you  for  its  enclosure,  al- 
though, on  the  same  day,  I  had,  myself,  transmitted 
a  copy  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  had  doubted  awhile,  whether  to  forward  it  to  your 
office  or  that  of  State,  but  finally  resolved  to  send  it 
to  the  latter,  as  it  seemed  more  properly  I  thought,  to 
belong  to  that  Department. 

If  the  letter  (intercepted  by  Mr.  Byers)  is  a  geP-ii 
uine  one,  and  the  Gentleman's  handwriting  is  nofl 
easily  mistaken,  or  counterfeited,  what  excuse  can  a 
late  Governor  and  present  Senator  of  the  U  %,  or  his 
friends   for    him,  offer  for  such  Nefarious  conduct? 
The  defence  must  be  curious,  and  will,  I  have  oi> 
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doubt,  be  conducted  with  as  much  effrontery  as  art. 
1  hope,  notwithstanding  if  the  fact  is  proved,  that  the 
author  will  receive  all  the  Punishment  which  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  Country  can  inflict ; 
and  thereafter  be  held  in  detestation  by  all  good 
men.  To  seek  private  emolument  at  the  expence  of 
Public  Peace — perhaps  at  the  expence  of  many  inno- 
cent lives:  and  to  aim  a  stroke  at  the  reputation  of 
a,  virtuous  character,  hazarding  his  health — probably 
life,  to  promote  tranquility  between  the  Indians  and 
our  frontier  Inhabitants ;  and  by  destroying  his  in- 
fluence and  well-earned  good  name  among  the  former, 
to  render  him  incapable  of  serving  his  Country,  and 
this  forsooth  because  he  may  be  a  stumbling  block  in 
the  way  of  a  plan  which  he  has  in  contemplation,  is 
a  crime  of  so  deep  a  dye  as  no  Epithet  can  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  to  my  mind.  A  poor  wretch  steal- 
ing the  worth  of  a  shilling,  possibly  to  buy  bread, 
would  be  hung,  or  confined  to  hard  labor,  and  here,  a 
plan  (at  which  I  can  only  guess)  is  on  foot  to  defraud 
the  public  of  its  rights  ;  deprive  Citizens  perhaps  (in 
its  consequences)  of  their  lives ;  to  stigmatise  char- 
acter ;  and  ultimately  to  produce  war.  with  all  its 
concomitants,  wch.  will,  more  than  probable,  meet 
with  advocates. 

But  as  you  inform  me  that  the  matter  would  be 
laid  before  Congress,  on  Monday  last,  I  shall  wait 
(with  some  degree  of  impatience  1  confess)  to  learn 
the  result' 

Always.  I  remain  &c. 

A  lettei  from  Willikm  Blount.  ■  Senator  [lum  Teimuace,  lo  Juau  Cany. 


TO  SAMUEL   WASHINGTON. 


UovKT  VnuxMf,  It  Jalj,  iTft- 


that 


Dear  Sir, 

I  perceive  by  your  letter  of  the  7th  Instant 
you  are  under  the  same  mistake  that  many  others 
are. — in  supposing  that  I  have  money  always  at 
command.  ^^ 

The  case  is  so  much  the  reverse  of  it,  that  I  found 
it  expedient,  before  I  retired  from  public  life,  to  sdl 
all  my  Lands  (near  $000  acres)  in  Pennsylvania  in 
the  Counties  of  Washington  and  Fayette,  and  my 
lands  in  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  in  Virginia,  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  defray  tlie  expences  of  tay 
station,  and  to  raise  money  for  other  purposes.        ^ 

That  these  lands  might  not  go  at  too  low  a  rat^^ 
(for  they  sold  much  below  their  value)  I  was  induced 
after  receiving  prompt  payment   for  part,  to  allow 
credit  for  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  money,  iiij 
obtaining  payment  of  which  from  two  of  the  pu 
chasers.  I  find  much  difficulty ;  but  a  third  havin 
within  these  few  days  paid  me  an  installment  of  thr 
thousand  Dollars,  I  will,  rather  than  you  should  be 
compelled  to  sell  your  land,  lend  you  a  third  of  them, 
altho'  it  will  be  inconvenient  for  me  to  do  so ;  and 
may  be  the  means  of  retarding  my  purchase  of  wh 
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the  govtnimcnt  inWrpreter  of  the  Cr(«kiand  Chemkeei,  had  been  4udaMd 
July,  1797,  •nd  WM  initrpreWd  «»  a  pUn  for  exciting  Indian  hoitiUiia  up« 
■n  exteniive  idle.  It  was  made  the  buii  of  procecdingt  againil  Blouit  t? 
CongTcu,  ihe  chaige  in  substance  licing  Ihal  he  "  did  cooxpire  to  Kt  oo  led* 
military  hoilile  cipcdilion  agiiasi  the  Floridai  and  t.oiuuaiu.*'  lot  the  piuT"* 
OJ  Gonqucrine  Ihem  (rom  Spain  and  for  Great  Biitaia.  He  »•■  npellnl  'i^ 
the  SenaN,  but  an  impeachment  (ailed. 
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for  my  mill ; — which  for  want  of  it,  has  been  very  un- 
productive to  me  for  several  years ; — I  might  indeed 
say  an  cxpcnce  to  me. — 

It  is  because  you  have  assured  me  tliat  misfortunes 
have  brought  on  your  present  difficulties  (tho*  by  the 
by  let  me  observe  if  you  had  inspected  as  you  ought, 
the  staking  of  your  wheat  more  closely,  the  spoiling 
thereof  might  have  been  avoided)  and  because  I  have 
heard  that  you  are  industrious  and  sober  that  I  put 
myself  to  the  inconvenience  of  parting  with  the  above 
sum ;  for  I  would  not  lend  it  for  the  purpose  to  enable 
you  to  indulge  in  any  thing  that  is  not  strictly  occo- 
nomical  and  proper ;  and  I  shall  add  further,  that  it 
will  be  my  expectation  that  the  money  be  imme- 
diately applied  to  the  uses  for  which  you  have 
required  it — for  you  may  be  assured  that  there  is  no 
practice  more  dangerous  than  that  of  borrowing 
money  (instance  as  proof  the  case  of  your  father  and 
uncles).  For  when  money  can  be  had  In  this  way, 
repayment  is  seldom  thought  of  in  time  ; — the  Inter- 
est becomes  a  moth  ; — exertions  to  raise  it  by  dint  of 
Industry  ceases — it  comes  easy  and  is  spent  freely; 
and  many  things  indulged  in  that  would  never  be 
thought  of.  if  to  be  purchased  by  the  sweat  of  the 
brow. — in  the  mean  time  the  debt  is  accumulating 
like  a  snow  ball  in  rolling. 

I  mention  these  things  to  you,  because  your  inex- 
perience may  not  have  presented  them  to  your  mind 
— but  you  may  rely  on  it  that  they  are  indubitable 
facts,  and  have  proved  the  ruin  of  thousands  before 
suspected. — Great  speculations  and  sometimes  trade 
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may  be  benefitted  of  obtaining  money  on  Interest, 
but  no  landed  Estate  will  bear  il.^ — 

I  do  not  make  these  observations  on  account  of  th« 
money  I  have  purposed  to  lend  you.  because  all  that 
I  shall  require  is,  that  you  will  return  the  nctt  sym 
when  in  your  power,  without  Interest — It  may  &  at. 
any  rate  as  it  was    * 


»i 


TO   WILLIAM   STRICKLAND. 


MovxT  VBtscom,  1$  J«)]r, : 

Sir. 

I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  30th  of 
May  and  5th  of  Sept — of  last  year.  A 

As  the  first  was  in  part  an  answer  to  a  letter  I  took 
the  liberty  of  writing  to  you.  and  the  latter  arrived  in 
the  middle  of  an  important  Session  of  Congress,  which 
became  more  interesting  as  it  drew  more  nearer  to 
its  close,  in  as  much  as  it  was  limitted  by  the  Constitn- 
tion  to  the  3d  of  March,  and  on  that  day  was  to  give 
political  dissolution  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
a  third  part  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  United  States,  1  postponed  from  the  pressure*^ 
business  occasioned  thereby  the  acknowledgment  of 
all  private  letters,  which  did  not  require  immediate 
answers  until  I  should  be  seated  under  my  own  vine 
and  fig  Tree  where  1  supposed  1  should  have  abundant 
leisure  to  discharge  all  my  Epistolary  obligations.— 
In  this  however  I  have  hitherto  found  myself  mis- 
taken,   for  at  no  period  have  I   been   more  closdlT 


'  The  Un«r  u  incooiplete. 


employed  in  repairing  the  ravages  of  an  eight  years 
absence  (except  short  occasional  visits  which  allowed 
no  time  for  that  investigation,  which,  since  my  estab- 
lishment  here,  I  have  found  my  Buildings.  Gardens, 
and  every  thing  appertaining  to  them,  so  much  re- 
quired). Engaging  Workmen  of  different  sorts,  pro- 
viding for  and  looking  after  them,  together  with  the 
necessary  attention  to  my  farms,  have  occupied  all 
my  time  since  I  have  been  at  home. 
■  Unimportant  as  these  details  must  be  to  you,  an 
apology  in  my  estimation  seemed  necessary  for  suf- 
fering so  interesting  a  letter  as  yours  of  the  5th  of 
September  to  remain  so  long  unacknowledged. — 
and  I  could  offer  none  better  than  the  facts  which 
occasioned  it  I  was  far  from  entertaining  sanguine 
hopes  of  success  in  my  attempt  to  procure  tenants 
from  Great  Britain, — but  being  desirous  of  rendering 
the  evening  of  my  life  as  tranquil  and  free  from  care 
as  the  nature  of  things  would  admit  I  was  willing  to 
make  the  experiment. 

Your  obser%'ation  with  respect  to  occupiers  and 
proprietors  of  land  has  great  weight,  and  being  conge- 
nial with  my  own  Ideas  on  the  subject  was  one  reason, 
though  I  did  not  believe  it  would  be  so  considered, 
why  I  offered  my  Farms  to  be  let : — Instances  have 
occured  and  do  occur  daily  to  prove  that  capitalists 
from  Europe  have  injured  themselves  by  precipitate 
purchases,  of  free  hold  Estates  immediately  upon  their 
arrival  in  this  Country,  while  others  have  lessened 
their  means  in  exploring  states  and  places  in  search 
>f  locations ;  whereas  if,  on  advantageous  terms,  they 


could  have  been  Brst  seated  as  tenants  ;  they  wou'd 
have  had  time  and  opportunities  (or  the  propensity 
to  become  holders  of  Land  themselves,  for  making 
advantageous  purchases.  But  it  is  so  natural  for 
man  to  wish  to  be  the  absolute  Lorda.nA  Master  of 
what  he  holds  in  occupancy,  that  his  true  interest  is 
often  made  to  yield  to  a  false  ambition.  Among.; 
these  the  Emigrant  from  the  New  England  States 
may  be  classed  and  will  account  in  part  for  their 
migration  to  the  Westward.  Conviction  of  these 
things  having  left  little  hope  of  obtaining  such  Tenants 
as  would  answer  my  purposes,  I  have  had  it  in  con^ 
templation  ever  since  I  returned  home  to  turn  my 
farms  to  grazing  principally,  as  fast  as  I  can  cover  the 
6elds  sufficiently  with  grass.  Labor  and  of  course 
expence  will  be  considerably  diminished  by  this 
change,  the  nett  profit  as  great  and  my  attention  Its* 
divided,  whilst  the  fields  will  be  improving. 

Vour  strictures  on  the  Agriculture  of  this  country 
are  but  too  just — it  is  indeed  wretched — but  a  lead- 
ing, if  not  the  primary,  cause  of  iis  being  so  is  that, 
instead  of  improving  a  little  ground  well,  we  attempt 
much  and  do  it  ill. — A  half  a  third  or  even  a  fourth  of 
what  we  mangle,  well  wrought  and  properly  dressecl 
wou'd  produce  more  than  the  whole  under  ou 
system  (if  it  deserves  that  epithet)  of  management 
Yet,  such  is  the  force  of  habit,  that  we  cannot  dq>art 
from  it.  The  consequence  of  which  is  that  we  ruin 
the  lands  that  are  already  cleared  and  either  cut  down 
more  wood  if  we  have  it,  or  emigrate  into  the  West- 
ern Country. — I   have  endeavored  both  in  a  public 
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and  private  character  to  encourage  the  establishment 
of  Boards  of  Agriculture  in  this  Country,  but  hitherto 
in  vain  ;  and  what  is  still  more  extraordinary  and 
scarcely  to  be  believed  I  have  endeavored  ineffec- 
tually to  discard  the  pernicious  practice  just  men- 
tioned  from  my  own  estate  ;  but  in  my  absence, 
pretexts  of  one  kind  or  another  have  always  been 
paramount  to  orders.  Since  the  iirst  Establishment 
of  the  National  Boardof  Agriculture  in  Great  Britain, 
I  have  considered  it  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  In- 
stitutions of  modern  times,  and  conducted  with  so 
much  ability  and  zeal  as  it  appears  to  be  under  the 
auspices  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  must  be  productive  of 
great  advantages  to  the  Nation  and  to  Mankind  in 
General. — 

My  system  of  Agriculture  is  what  you  have  de- 
scribed, and  f  am  persuaded,  was  I  to  farm  it  on  a 
large  scale,  would  be  improved  by  the  alteration  you 
have  proposed  ; — at  the  same  time  I  must  observe 
that  I  have  not  found  Oats  so  great  an  exhauster  as 
they  are  represented  to  be — but  in  my  system  they 
follow  wheat  too  closely  to  be  proper,  and  the  rota- 
tion will  undergo  a  change  in  this,  and  perhaps  in 
some  other  respects. 

The  Vetch  of  Europe  has  not  succeeded  with  me  ; 
our  frosts  in  Winter  and  droughts  in  Summer,  are 
too  severe  for  them. — how  far  the  Mountain  or  Wild 
Pea  would  answer  as  a  substitute  by  cultivation,  is 
difficult  to  decide,  because  I  believe  no  trial  has  been 
made  of  them  and  because  their  spontaneous  growth 
is  in  Rich  lands  only  : — that  they  are  nutricious  in 


a  great   Degree  in  their  wild   state  admits  of  no 
doubL — 

Spring  Barley  such  as  we  grow  in  this  Counir)-has 
thriven  no  better  with  me  than  Vetches. — The  result 
of  an  Experiment  made  with  a  little  of  the  True  Soft 
might  be  interesting. — Of  the  field  Peas  of  England 
(dilYcrcnt  kinds)  I  have  more  than  once  tried,  but 
not  with  encouragement  to  proceed :  for  among  other 
discouragements  they  are  perforated  by  a  bug  which 
eats  out  the  kernal.  From  the  cultivation  of  the 
common  black  eye  peas,  I  have  more  hope  and  am 
trying  them  this  year  both  as  a  Crop  and  for  plowing 
in  as  a  manure  but  the  severe  drought  under  which 
we  labor  at  present  may  render  the  ExperimcQ^ 
inconclusive. — It  has  in  a  manner  destroyed  myoats| 
and  bids  fair  to  do  so  by  my  Indian  Com. 

The  practice  of  plowing  in  Buck  wheat  twice  tffli 
the  season,  as  a  fertilizer  is  not  new  to  me.  It  ia\ 
what  I  have  practiced — or,  I  ought  to  have  said 
rather, — attempted  to  practice,  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  but  like  most  things  else  in  my  absence,  it  has 
been  so  badly  executed — that  is  the  turning  in  of  the 
plants  has  been  so  illy  timed,  a$  to  give  no  result.  I^jl 
am  not  discouraged  however  by  these  failures,  for  if 
pulverizing  the  soil,  by  fallowing  and  turning  in 
vegetable  substances  for  manure  are  proper  prcpart- 
lives  for  the  Crop  that  is  to  follow  ;  there  can  bene 
question,  that  a  double  portion  of  the  latter,  withw* 
an  increase  of  the  plowing  must  be  highly  bene/iciai 
— I  am  in  the  act  of  making  another  experiment  of 
this  sort,  and  shall  myself  attend  to  the   operation 
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which  however  may  again  prove  abortive  from  the 
cause  I  have  mentioned — viz — the  drought. 

The  lightness  of  our  oats  is  attributed  more  than 

it  ought  to  be  to  the  unfitness  of  the  climate  of  the 

Middle  states.     That  this  may  be  the  case  in  part 

and  nearer  the  sea  board  in  a  greater  degree.  1  will 

not  controvert  ;  but  it  is  a  well   known  fact  that  no 

^country  produces  belter  oats  than  those  that  grow  on 

the  Allegany  Mountains  immediately  Westward  of 

us — I  have  heard  it  affirmed  that  they  weigh  upwards 

)f   so  lbs   the   Winchester   bushel. — This  may   be 

'occasioned  by  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  attrac- 

„     tion   of   moisture   by   the   mountains — but    another 

Hreason  and  a  powerful  one  too.  may  be  assigned  for 

"the   inferiority  of    ours,    namely   that   we   are   not 

choice  in  our  seeds  and  do  not  change  them  as  we 

ought. 

0    The  seeds  you  were  so  obliging  as  10  give  me, 

shared  the  same  fate  that  Colo.  Wadsworth's  did : 

and  as  I  believe  seeds  from  England  generally  will 

do,  if  they  are  put  into  the  hold  of  the  vessels.     For 

thts  reason,  1  always  made  it  a  point,  whilst  1  was  in 

the  habit  of  importing  seeds,  to  request  my  merchants 

R,nd  the  masters  of  vessels  by  which  they  were  sent 
0  keep  them  from  the  heat  thereof. 

You  make  a  distinction,  and  no  doubt  a  just  one, 
jetween  what  in  England  is  called  Barley,  and  Big 
>r  Beer. — If  there  be  none  of  the  true  Barley  in  this 
country'  it  is  not  for  us  without  Experience  to  pro- 
lounce  upon  the  growth  of  it  ;  and  therefore,  as 
loticed  in  a  former  part  of  this  letter  it  might  be 
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inlercsting  to  ascertain  whether  our  climate  and  soil 
would  produce  it  to  advantage.  No  doubt,  as  your 
observations  while  you  were  in  the  United  States 
appear  to  have  been  extensive  and  accurate,  it  did 
not  escape  you,  that  both  Winter  and  Spring  Barky 
are  cultivated  among  us  ;  the  latter  is  considered  as 
an  uncertain  crop— South  of  New  York,  and  I  have 
found  it  so  on  my  farms  : — of  the  latter  I  have  not 
made  sufficient  trial  to  hazard  an  opinion  of  success. 
About  Philadelphia  it  succeeds  well. — 

The  cassia  charmcecrista,  or  Eastern  shore  Bean' 
as  it  is  denominated  here,  has  obtained  a  higher 
reputation  than  it  deserves ;  and  like  most  things 
unnaturally  puflcd  sinks  into  disrepute.  Ten  or 
more  years  ago,  led  away  by  exaggerated  accounts  of 
its  fertilizing  quality.  I  was  induced  to  give  a  very 
high  price  for  some  of  the  seed,  and  attending  to  the 
growth  in  all  its  stages.  I  found  that  my  own  6dds 
which  had  been  uncultivated  for  two  or  three  years, 
abounded  with  the  same  plants  ;  without  pcrccivingf 
any  of  those  advantages  which  had  been  attribui' 
to  them. 

I  am  not  surprized  that  our  mode  of  fencing  sliouli 
be  disgusting  to  an   European  eye  ;  happy  wou'd  it 
have  been  for  us  if  it  had  appeared  so  in  our  own 
eyes ;  for  no  sort  of  fencing  is  more  expensive  or 
wasteful  of  timber.      I   have  been  endeavoring  f' 
years  to  substitute  live  fences  in  place  of  them,  b 
my  long  absences  from  home  has  in  this  as  in  every 
thing  else,  frustrated  all  my  plans  that  required  time 
and   particular  attention  to  effect   it     1  shall  no 
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(although  it  is  too  late  in  the  day  for  me  to  see  the 
result)  begin  in  good  earnest  to  Ditch  and  hedge  ; 
the  latter  I  am  attempting  with  various  things  but 
believe  none  will  be  found  better  than  cedar,  al- 
though I  have  several  kinds  of  white  thorn  growing 
spontaneously  on  my  own  grounds, — 

Rollers  I  have  been  in  the  constant  use  of  many 
years — in  the  way  you  mention,  and  find  considerable 
benefit  in  passing  them  over  my  winter  grain  in  the 
Spring  as  soon  as  the  ground  will  admit  a  hoof  on  it. 
I  use  them  also  on  Spring  grain  and  grass  seeds, 
after  sowing  and  sometimes  before,  to  reduce  the 
clods  when  the  ground  is  rough.  My  clover  gener- 
ally is  sown  with  Spring  grain,  but  where  the  ground 
is  not  too  stiff  and  binding  it  succeeds  very  well  on 
wheat,  sown  on  a  light  snow  in  February,  or  begin- 
ning of  March ;  it  sinks  with  the  snow  and  takes 
good  root — and  orchard  grass  of  all  others  is  in  my 
opinion  the  best  mixture  with  clover : — it  blooms 
precisely  at  the  same  time,  rises  quick  again  after 
cutting — stands  thick — yields  well — and  both  horses 
and  cattle  are  fond  of  it — green  or  in  hay.  Alone, 
unless  it  is  sown  very  thick  it  is  apt  to  form  tussacks ; 
if  of  this  or  any  other  seeds  I  can  procure,  you  shou'd 
be  in  want,  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  furnishing 
them.     *     •     • 

For  the  detailed  account  of  your  observations  on 
the  Husbandry  of  these  United  States,  and  your 
reflection  thereon,  I  feel  myself  much  obliged ;  and 
shall  at  all  times  be  thankful  for  any  suggestions  on 
agricultural  subjects,  you  may  find  leizure  and  inclina- 
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tion  to  favor  me  with,  as  the  remainder  of  my  life 
(which  in  the  common  course  of  things  Now  in  my 
66th  year,  cannot  be  of   long  continuance)  will  b^ 
devoted  wholy  to  rural  and  agricultural  pursuits.     ^^ 

Mrs.  Washington  feels  the  obligation  of  your 
polite  remembrance  of  her — and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Law.  | 
who  went  from  hence  yesterday,  have  added  a  daugh- 
ter to  their  stock,  and  are  all  in  good  health.  For 
the  trouble  you  took  in  going  to  Hull,  to  see  if  any 
of  the  Emigrants  who  were  on  the  point  of  sailing 
from  thence  to  America,  would  answer  my  purposes 
as  tenants  and  for  your  very  kind  and  friendly  offer 
of  rendering  me  services.  I  pray  you  to  accept  my_ 
sincere  thanks,  and  an  assurance  of  the  Esteem  & 


TO  TIMOTHV    PICKERING,  SECRETARY   OF  STATH. 


Mount  Verhon,  4  Angui.  tjgj- 

Dear  Sir. 

In  a  late  letter  from  the  Attorney  General  (Lee 
he  has  requested  a  copy  of  the  opinion  he  gave  reU' 
tive  to  the  recall  of  Mr.  Monroe. — 

Among  the  packages  most  likely  (as  I  conceived) 
to  produce  it.  I  have  searched  for  the  original  in 
vain  : — nor  among  these  do  I  find  the  opinions  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments  on  various  other  subjects,— 
How  to  account  for  this  I  am  unable,  unless  t 
bundle  containing  them,  which  I  once  put  into  pur 
hands,  for  a  particular  purpose  was  never  returned. 
or  left  by  Mr.  Lear  and  Mr  Dandridge  (who  were 
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employed  in  separating  and  packing  up  my  Papers) 
put  thtrm  by  mistake  among  the  files  which  were 
intended  for  my  successor  in  office. 

I  have  not  yet  opened  all  my  packages  of  papers, 
nor  can  I  do  it  until  I  have  provided  some  place,  in 
which  they  can  be  dcpositted  with  safety — but  !  pray 
you  to  let  me  know  whether  the  bundle  I  have 
alluded  to,  was  returned  or  not  by  you.- — Your  answer 
may  save  a  further  search  and  some  anxiety. — 
With  &c. 


TO  JAMES  McHENRy.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

HOUKT  VBKHOX.  14  August,  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  a  little  out  of  time,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  9th  ulto,  but  "better  late  than 
never  " — and  one  object  in  doing  it,  is  to  pray  you  to 
thank  Mr.  Bordley  in  my  name,  for  the  work  he  had 

(the  goodness  to  send  me,  through  the  channel  of 
your  conveyance. 
I  presume  the  affair  of  Mr.    Blount  will  lye  dor- 
mant untill  the  Committee  of  Congress  make  Report 
B  at  the  ensuing  Session.     It  will  be  to  be  regretted 
ntMch.  if  this  business  is  not  probed  to  the  bottom. 
That  Government  may  not  sleep  or  be  forgotten  in 
^  the  meantime,  I  perceive  Mr  Monroe  has  opened  a 
f  Batter)'  against  it ;  but  if  his  subsequent  fire  does  no 
more  injury  than  the  first,  his  Artillerj'  will  recoil 
upon  himself. 
It  had  escaped  me  until  reminded  by  a  reperusal 
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of  some  of  your  first  letters,  that  my  Table  ornaments 
and  Coolers  were  in  your  possession.  Not  for  the 
value  of  the  thing,  but  as  a  token  of  my  friendship 
and  as  a  remembrancer  of  it,  I  ask  you.  Colonel  Pick 
ering.  and  Mr  Wolcott  to  accept,  each  one  of  the  two 
bottle  Coolers. 

The  other  articles   I    pray  you  to  have  careful 
packed  (the  Porcelain  in  fine  Saw  dust)  and  sent  to 
Colo.  Diddle,  who  will  be  directed  what  to  do  with 
them  and  will  pay  the  cost  of  packing. 

What  is  the  character  of  Porcupine's  Gazette 
had  thought  when  I  left  Philadelphia,  of  ordering  it 
to  be  sent  to  me  ;  then  again.  I  thought  it  best  not 
to  do  it :  and  altho  I  should  like  to  see  both  his  and 
Bache's,  the  latter  may,  under  all  circumstances,  be 
the  best  decision,  I  mean  not  subscribing  to  either  of 
them.  ^ 

Mrs.  Washington  and  Miss  Custis  thanks  you  fo^| 
your  kind  remembrance  of  them  ;  and  unite  with  me 
in  best  regards  for  Mrs  McHenry.  yourself  and  family: 
With  much  truth  I  am  your  sincere  friend  and  affet 
tionate  servant  &c. 


P.S.  I  shall  rely  on  you  to  present  the  Coolers  in 
my  name  to  the  Gentlemen  above  mentd.  Since 
writing  the  letter  which  encloses  this  scrap  I  hav« 
determined  to  let  the  Table  ornaments  and  large 
coolers  go  into  the  hands  of  Colo.  Clement  Biddle 
unpacked,  to  see  if  he  can  dispose  of  them  ; — and  I 
pray  you  to  cause  them  to  be  delivered  in  that  manntf 
accordingly. 
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TO   TIMOTHY    PICKERING,   SECBETARV   OF   STATE. 

MoV?<T  Vebnok,  39  A«Eiut,  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favors  of  the  9th  loth  and  19th  I'nst.  have 
been  duly  received  ; — for  your  care  of  my  European 
letters  and  attention  to  the  Copying  press,  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  journals  of  Congress,  I  feel 
myself  obliged. — If  the  vessel  has  not  already  left 
Philadelphia  the  Trj'al,  Capt.  Hand,  is  up  for  Alex- 
andria, and  will  afford  a  good  conveyance  for  the 
above  articles,  as  it  has  other  small  matters  on  Board 

•  for  me : — 
Colo.  Monroe  passed  through  Alexandria  last  week 
but  did  not  Honor  me  by  a  call.     If  what  he  has 
promised  the  public  does  him  no  more  credit,  than 
what  he  has  given  to  it  in  his  last  exhibition,  his 

_  friends  must  be  apprehensive  of  a  recoil. 

I  From  a  variety  of  accounts  as  well  as  from  Extracts 
you  had  the  kindness  to  send  mc,  I  have  no  doubt  in 
the  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  France 
favorable  to  the  Interest  of  this  Country.— But  I  can 
scarsely  believe  that  it  will  be  so  great  or  so  sudden 

I  as  some  imagine. — Candor  is  not  a  more  conspicuous 
trait  in  the  character  of  Governments  than  it  is  of 
individuals.     It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  then  that 
the  Director^'  of  France  will  acknowledge  its  errors  ; 
and  tread  back  its  steps  immediately.     This  would 
announce  at  once  that  there  has  been  precipitancy 
■  and  injustice  in  the  measures  they  have  pursued,— or 
'that  it  was  incapable  of  judging  and  had  been  de- 
ceived by  false  misrepresentations. — Pride  would  be 
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Opposed  to  all  these,  and  t  can  scarcely  thinic  the 
Directory  will  relinquish  the  Iwid  it  has  upon  those 
who,  more  than  probable,  have  suggested  and  pro- 
moted the  measures,  they  have  been  pursuing.— I 
rather  suppose  that  it  will  lower  its  tone  by  degrees 
and  (as  is  usual)  place  the  change  to  the  credit  o( 
Frauh  Magnanimity— "Wxt  report,  as  coming  from 
Capt.  Towers,  that  General  Pinckney  had  been  in- 
vited to  Paris  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
attached  itself  in  its  passage  to  Philadelphia,  or  pass- 
ing through  different  hands.  For  Genl.  Lee  (who 
hearing  various  reports  of  what  the  CapL  had  related 
of  his  conversation  with  the  General)  went  on  board 
the  Saratoga  and  got  the  details  without  any  mention 
of  that  fact,  which  wou'd  have  been  of  too  much 
importance  for  omission. 

That  the  statement  of  facts  in  the  printed  letter  to 
General  Pinckney  will  work  conviction  and  produce 
a  change  of  conduct  in  those  who  are  desirous  of  in- 
formation and  not  obstinately  bent  upon  wrong 
measures ;  f  have  no  doubt. — and  I  can  say  with 
truth  that  my  mind  has  never  been  alarmed  by  any 
fears  of  a  war  with  France. — I  always  knew  that  this 
Government,  had  no  desire  to  go  to  war,  with  tha 
or  any  other  Country,  and  I  as  firmly  believed  that 
no  power  without  a  semblance  of  Justict  would  declare^ 
war  against  it — That  France  has  stept  far  beyon 
the  line  of  rectitude  cannot  be  denied ;  that  it  ha 
been  encouraged  to  do  so  by  a  party  among  ouP' 
selves,  is  to  my  mind  equally  certain  ;  and  when  it  is^ 
considered  moreover,  that  enriching  themselves  an 
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injuring  Great  Britain  were  the  expected  consequences 
of  their  spoliations.  1  could  account  (tho'  not  on 
honorable  principles  in  them)  for  their  going  to  a 
certain  point. — but  I  never  did  believe  that  they 
would  declare  an  open  war  against  us— or  compel  us, 
if  they  foresaw  that  would  be  the  result,  to  declare  it 
against  them. — 

Enclosed  you  will  receive,  if  this  letter  gets  safe, 
$35  in  bank  notes  of  the  United  States,  and  it  would 
add  to  my  convenience  if  Mr  Taylor  would  be  so 
obliging  as  to  have  the  press  fixed  for  copying  ;  for 
as  the  use  of  one  was  not  practiced  by  me,  I  may  be 
at  a  loss  in  doing  it. — I  do  not  mean  that  it  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  Table,  but  board  only  between 
the  Rollers,  as  the  screws  which  I  have  to  a  small 
press,  will  I  presume  answer  for  the  other,  I  wou'd 
pray  him  also  (if  the  press  is  still  with  him)  to  use  it, 
and  that  if  there  be  any  imperfection,  that  it  may  be 
corrected  before  it  comes  hither,  as  I  should  be 
unable  to  do  it  afterwards.  With  very  great  esteem 
_  and  regard  I  am  &c. 

i 

■  Deak  Washingtok 

I      Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  came  to  hand  by 

■the  last  post,  and  as  usual,  gave  us  pleasure  to  hear 

that  you  enjoyed  good  health,  were  progressing  well 

in  your  studies,  and  that  you  were  in  the  road  to 

promotion. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON    PARKE  CUSTIS. 


Moi;»T  V8M10N,  aq  AuEiut,  1797. 
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The  senior  class  having  left,  or  being  on  the  point 
of  leaving  college,  some  of  them  with  great  cclatt^ 
ought  to  provoke  strong  stimulus  to  those  who  r&H 
main,  to  acquire  equal  reputation,  which  is  not  other* 
wise  to  be  done  than  by  perseverance  and  close 
application  ;  in  neither  of  which  I  hope  you  will  be 
found  deficient. 

Not  knowing  the  precise  time  that  the  vacation 
commences,  I  have  put  under  cover  with  this  letter 
to  Doctor  Smith,  forty  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  your  journey  ;  and  both  your  grandmamma  and 
myself  desire  that  you  will  not  think  of  doing  it  by 
water,  as  the  passage  may  not  only  be  very  tedious, 
but  subject  to  a  variety  of  accidents,  to  which 
journey  by  land  is  exempt ;  and  as  the  yellow  fev« 
is  announced  from  authority  to  be  in  Philadciphia 
we  enjoin  it  on  you  strictly  to  pursue  the  route,  and 
the  direction  which  you  may  receive  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  college,  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  and 
consequences  which  a  different  conduct  might  involvog 
you  and  others  in. 

Although  I  persuade  myself  that  there  is  no  occa^ 
sion  for  the  admonition,  yet  I  exhort  you  to  come 
with  a  mind  steadfastly  resolved  to  return  precisely 
at  the  time  alloted,  that  it  may  be  guarded  against 
those  ideas  and  allurements  which  unbend  it  from 
study,  and  cause  reluctance  to  return  to  it  again.) 
Better  remain  where  you  are  than  suffer  impressions 
of  this  sort  to  be  imbibed  from  a  visit,  however 
desirous  that  visit  may  be  to  you.  and  pleasing  M 
your  friends,  who  will  prefer  infinitely  your  peniia* 
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:  nent  good,  to  temporary  gratifications ;  but  I  shall 
make  all  fears  of  this  sort  yield  to  a  6rm  persuasion, 
that  every  day  convinces  you  more  and  more  of  the 
I     propriety  and  necessity  of  devoting  your  youthful 

■  days  in  the  requirement  of  that  knowledge  which 
'     will  be  advantageous,  grateful,  and  pleasing  to  you  in 

maturer  years,  and  may  be  the  foundation  of  your 
usefulness  here,  and  happiness  hereafter. 

■  Your  grandmamma  (who  is  prevented  writing  to 
you  by  General  Spoiswood  and  family's  being  here) 
has  been  a  good  indisposed  by  swelling  en  one  side 
of  her  face,  but  it  is  now  much  better.  The  rest  of 
the  family  within  doors  are  all  well,  and  all  unite  in 
best  regards  for  you,  with  your  sincere  friend,  and 
affectionate 
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TO  GENERAL    LAFAVETTE. 


MocsT  Vernon,  B  October,  1797. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

This  letter  I  hope  and  expect  will  be  presented  to 
you  by  your  son,  who  is  highly  deserving  of  such 
parents  as  you  and  your  amiable  lady. 

He  can  relate,  much  better  than  I  can  describe,  my 
participation  in  your  sufferings,  my  solicitude  for 
your  relief,  the  measures  I  adopted,  (though  inefTec* 
tual,)  to  facilitate  your  liberation  from  an  unjust  and 
cruel  imprisonment,  and  the  joy  1  experienced  at  the 
news  of  its  accomplishment.  I  shall  hasten,  there- 
fore, to  congratulate  you,  and  be  assured  that  no  one 
can  do  it  with  more  cordiality,  with  more  sincerity,  or 
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with  greater  affection,  on  the  restoration  of  that  hb-" 
erty,  which  ever)*  act  of  your  life  entitles  you  to  the 
enjoyment  of ;  and  I  hope  I  may  add,  to  the  uninter- 
rupted possession  of  your  estates,  and  the  confidence 
of  your  country.  The  repossession  of  these  things, 
though  they  cannot  compensate  for  the  hardships  you 
have  endured,  may  nevertheless  soften  the  painful  r 
membrance  of  them. 

From  the   delicate  and  responsible  situation   1 
which  I  stood  as  a  public  officer,  but  more  especially 
from  a  misconception  of  the  manner  in  which  your 
son   had   left  France,  (till  explained  in  a  personal 
interview  with  himself.)  he  did  not  come  immediately 
into  my  family  on  his  arrival  in  America,  though 
was  assured  in  the  first  moments  of  it  of  my  protefr' 
tion  and  support.      His  conduct,  since  he  first  set  his 
feet  on  American  ground,    has   been  exemplary  in 
every   point  of  view,  such  as  has  gained  him  the 
esteem,  afTection,  and  confidence  of  all  who  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.      His  filial  afTection 
and  duty,  and  his  ardent  desire  to  embrace  his  parents 
and  sisters  in  the  first  moments  of  their  releasementjH 
would  not  allow  him  to  wait  the  authentic  account 
of  this  much  desired  event ;  but,  at  the  same  time  that 
I  suggested  the  propriety  of  this,  I  could  not  with- 
hold my  assent  to  the  gratification  of  his  wishes  totly 
to  the  arms  of  those  whom  he  holds  most  dear,  per- 
suaded as  he  is  from  the  information  he  has  received, 
that  he  shall  find  you  all  in  Paris. 

M.  Frestel  has  been  a  true  Mentor  to  George.  No 
parents  could  have  been  more  attentive  to  a  favorite 
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son  ;  and  he  richly  merits  all  that  can  be  said  of  his 
virtues,  of  his  good  sense,  and  of  his  prudence.  Both 
your  son  and  him  carry  with  them  the  vows  and  re- 
grets of  his  family,  and  of  all  who  know  them.  And 
you  may  be  assured,  that  you  yourself  never  stood 
higher  in  the  aRections  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
than  at  the  present  moment.' 

With  what  concerns  myself  personally,  I  shall 
not  take  up  your  time  further  than  to  add,  that  I  have 
once  more  retreated  to  the  shades  of  my  own  vine, 
and  fig  Tree  where  I  shall  remain  with  best  vows  for 
the  prosperity  of  that  country*  for  whose  happiness  I 
have  toiled  many  years,  to  establish  its  Independence, 
Constitution  and  Law, — and  for  the  good  of  mankind 
in  general,  until  the  days  of  my  sojournment,  which 
cannot  be  many,  are  accomplished. 

Having  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  walks  of  public  life, 
and  meaning  to  withdraw  myself  from  the  politics 
thereof,  I  shall  refer  you  to  M.  Frestel  and  George, 
who,  (at  the  same  time  that  they  have  from  pruden- 
tial considerations  avoided  all  interference  in  the 
politics  of  the  country,)  cannot  have  been  inattentive 
observers  of  what  was  passing  among  us,  to  give  you 
a  general  view  -of  our  situation,  and  of  the  party, 
which  in  my  opinion  has  disturbed  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  it.  And  with  sentiments  of  the  highest 
regard  for  you.  your  lady,  and  daughters,  and  with 
assurances,  that,  if  inclination  or  event  should  induce 
you  or  any  of  them  to  visit  America,  no  person  in  it 
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'  GcotEC  W.  Laftycite.  uid  M.  Fmiel  laiUd  fram  New  Voib  (or  France 
I  the  36ih  of  October. 
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would  receive  you  with  more  cordiality  and  affection, 
than  Mrs.  Washington  and  myself  would  do,  both  ottl 
us  being  most  sincerely  and  affectionately  attached  ti^^ 
you  and  admirers  of  them,  yours,  ever,  &c. 


TO    BUSHROD   WASHINGTON. 


UOVKT  Ves!io«.  9  Ociober. 


Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Thomas  Pearson,  heir  in  tail  to  Simon  Pear- 
son, his  brother,  has  brought  suit  in  the  Court  of 
this  County,  for  the  lands  which  the  latter  sold  to 
Wm.  Triplett.  George  Johnson  and  myself,  five  and, 
thirty  years  ago. — 

I  understand  from  Colo.  Simms,  who  is  Pearson'! 
Lawyer,  that  his  complaint  is  founded  upon  some  ir- 
regularit)'  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Jury,  who  met  00 
the  land  to  value  the  same,  pursuant  to  a  writ  of 
ad  quod  damnum — and  the  examination  of  the  evi- 
dence to  prove  these  irregularities  went  (for  I  at- 
tended) to  the  establishment  of  two  Points — ist  that 
there  was  no  sur\'ey  of  the  premises  in  presence  of     1 
the  Jury,  at  the  time  of  their  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  the  land ;  and  sly.  that  the  said  Jury  did  not  ex-     j 
plore  it  sufficiently  to  ascertain  with  exactness  whai^H 
the  real  value  of  the  land  was.  " 

This  is  the  amount  of  Grafton  Kirk's  evidence, 
who  was  one  of  the  Jurors,  and  who  from  your  prw- 
tice  in  Fairfax  County,  you  may  have  learnt,  is  a  rare 
hand  at  all  obsolete  claims  that  depend  much  on  a 
fffod  memory. 
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As  I  shall  be  ultimately  affected  in  this  business  if 
'Pearson's  claim  obtains  (having  sold  my  part  of  the 
tract  (178  acres)  to  Mr.  Lund  Washington),  it  be- 
hooves me  to  look  into  the  matter  timously — let  me 
then  ask  your  opinion  on  the  following  points  ? — 

»ist  Does  the  Law  providing  for  the  Docking  of 
Entails,  by  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  make  a  survey 
in  presence  of  the  Jur^-  an  essential  Part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings ? — 

(The  Writ  itself  (of  which  I  retained  a  copy)  direct- 
ing the  Sheriff  to   summon   respectable  men  of  his 
County  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  value  of 
the  land  &c.,  requires  no  such  thing, 
y     ad.  Who  is  to  Judge  of  the  mode  by  which  a  Jury 
on  oath  is  to  report  their  opinion  of  the  value  of  the 
■  land  if  they  are  not  to  do  it  themselves  ? — 
"      Mr.  Kirk  swears  he  did  not,  on  the  day,  traverse  a 
foot  of  the  land. — Why  ?  because,  says   he,   living 
adjoining  thereto,   I  could  not  be  made  better  ac- 
quainted with  it  than  I  was  ;  neither  did  J  no.  Askins 
(another  of  the  J  urj-men)  stir  from  the  house  at  which 
they  met ;  on  the  Land. — Why  again  ?  because  Jno. 
J  Askins  knew  it  as  well  as  he  did. — The  rest  of  the 
Jurors  he  acknowledged  rode,  but  were  not  gone  long 
enough  to  go  over  quarter  part  of  the  land. — These 
if  not  the  words  are  the  literal  meaning  of  them,  and 
the  sum  of  Grafton  Kirk's  evidence. — No  tampering 
with  the  Jury  to  under  value  the  land  is  even  hinted 
;at. — and  the  transfers  devises  and  descent  to  Simon 
Pearson  are  admitted  to  be  good  in  order  to  prove 
that  the  said  Simon  held  the  land  in  fee  tail  and  dying 
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(as  they  say)  without  Ultimate  children,  that  Then] 
Pearson  his  brother  is  heir  in  tail. 

3d.  Whether  as  Simon  was  lawfully  married  a 
never  legally  divorced  the  children  of  that  worn 
though  begotten  (no  matter  by  whom)  in  the  siai 
of  separation  from  him  is  not  a  bar  to  the  claim 
Thomas  ? 

4th.  What  operation  will  the  Act  of  Assembly 
Virginia  for  Docking  alt  Emails,  (passed  many  y 
after  the  land  in  dispute  was  Docked  by  a  writ  of  ad 
quod  damnum,  and  sold  in  1762)  and  many  years  too 
before  the  death  of  Simon  Pearson  which  only  hap- 
pened last  Spring  have  in  this  Case? — It  being 
understood  that  the  said  Simon  conveyed  the  \f 
acres  to  me  with  a  general  Warrantee. 

5th.  I  would  ask  how  far  my  conveyance 
the  said  land  to  Mr.  L.  Washington  with  a  general 
Warrantee  also,  make  me  liable  for  the  buildings  as 
well  as  the  land  which  has  been  placed  thereon  ?- 
and 

6th.  Whether  I  had  better  interest  my  self  in  d 
fending  the  suit  already  commenced  in  the  Coun 
Court,    or  await  the  decision  there  and  take  it  u; 
in  the  dernier  resort,  if  it  shd  be  adverse.     I  wisb 
also  as  the  case  in  my  judgment  turns  upon  simple 
points  which  do  not  require  much  study  or  research, 
to  be  informed  (confidentially)  whether  in  your  opin- 
ion Mr.  Swan's  demand  for  defending  the  suit  is  nol 
unreasonable  ? — viz. :  $100  in  hand  and  the  like 
at  the  close  of  the  business  ? — 

You  may  think  me  an  unprofitable  applicant  la 
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asking  opinions  and  requiring  services  of  you  without 
dousing  my  money,  but  pay  day  may  come.  If  the 
cause  should  go  to  the  higher  Courts  I  shall  expect 
you  will  appear  for  me,  and  Mr.  Marshall  also  (if  you 
should  not  have  quit  the  practice).  If  the  latter 
should  not  be  returned  in  time,  say  who  else  had  I 
best  employ  ?  I  beg  you  will  send  me  and  as  soon 
as  you  can  certified  copies  from  the  Records  of 
Richmond,  of  the  papers  mentioned  in  the  enclosed. 
— With  sincere  friendship  &c. 

P.  S.  Whether  Colo.  Simms  has  anything  in  petto 
1  am  unable  to  say,  I  am  told  however  that  he  is 
sanguine  and  some  add  that  lie  is  to  go  snacks — 
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TO  WILLIAM    GORDON. 

Mov»T  Veilkok,  isth  Octobei.  1797. 

Revd.  Sir  ; 

Your  favor  of  the  aoth  Feby.  has  been  received, 
and  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  many  other  unacknowl- 
edged letters.  The  truth  is,  I  soon  found  after  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  my  late  public  station  that 
private  correspondences  did  not  accord  with  official 
duties ;  and  being  determined  to  perform  the  latter 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities :  I  early  rclinquish'd  the 
former,  when   business  was  not  the  subject  of  them. 

It  might  be  asked  why  suffer  the  letter  of  the  aoth 
of  Feby.  (which  is  of  the  latter  description)  to  re- 
main unacknowledged,  after  I  had  months  past  bid 
adieu  to  my  public  walks  ? — the  answer  is  easy. — An 
eight  years  absence  from  home  (excepting  short  oc- 
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casional  visits)  had  so  deranged  my  private  affairs;— 
had  so  despoiled  my  buildings  ; — and  in  a  word  had 
thrown  my  domestic  concerns  into  such  disorder, — as 
at  no  period  of  my  life  have  I  been  more  engaged 
than  in  the  Inst  six  months  to  recover  and  put  them 
into  some  tolerable  train  again. 

Workmen  in  most  Countries  I  believe  are  neces- 
sary' plagues ; — in  this  where  entreaties  as  well  as 
money  must  be  used  to  obtain  their  work  and  keep 
them  to  their  duty  they  bafHe  all  calculation  in  the 
accomplishmtrnc  of  any  plan  or  repairs  they  arc  en- 
gaged in  ; — and  require  more  attention  to  and  look- 
ing after  than  can  be  well  conceived.  Numbers  o( 
these  of  ail  descriptions  having  been  employed  by  me 
ever  since  I  came  home  (to  render  my  situation  cwn- 
fortable  the  ensuing  Winter)  has  allowed  mc  little 
leisure  for  other  occupations. 

Rural  employments  while  I  am  spared  (which  in 
the  natural  course  of  things  cannot  be  long)  will  now 
take  place  of  toil, — responsibility — and  the  solicitudes 
attending  the  walks  of  public  life  ;  and  with  yen's  for 
the  Peace,  happiness  and  prosperity  of  a  Country  in 
whose  service  the  prime  of  my  life  hath  been  spent. 
— and  with  best  wishes  for  the  tranquility  of  all  na*^ 
tions,  and  all  men,  the  scene  will  close, — grateful  lo^ 
that  providence  which  has  directed  my  steps  and 
shielded  me  in  the  various  changes  and  chances, 
through  which  I  have  passed  from  my  youth  to  the 
present  moment. — 

I  scarcely  know  what  you  alluded  to  in  your  leiw 
of  the  2oth  of  Feby.  when  you  say  "  I  observed  in 
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the  Philadelphia  papers,  mention  made  of  a  publica- 
tion of  a  volume  of  your  Epistles,  domestic  confi- 
dential and  official." — unless  it  be  the  spurious  letters 
which  issued  from  a  certain  press  in  New  York  dur- 
ing the  war.  with  a  view  to  destroy  the  confidence 
which  the  army  and  community  might  have  had  in 
my  political  principles; — and  which  have  lately  been 
republished  with  greater  avidity  and  perseverance 
than  ever,  by  Mr.  Bache  to  answer  the  same  nefari- 
ous purpose  with  the  latter. — 

I  suffered  ever)'  attack  that  was  made  upon  my 
Executive  Conduct  (the  one  Just  mentioned  among 
the  rest)  to  pass  unnoticed  while  1  remained  in  pub- 
lic office,  well  knowing  that  if  the  general  tenor  of 
it  wou'd  not  stand  the  test  of  investigation,  a  news- 
paper vindication  would  be  of  little  avail. — but  as 
immense  pains  has  been  taken  by  this  said  Mr.  Bache 
who  is  no  more  than  the  agent  or  tool  of  those  who 
arc  endeavoring  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  in  the  officers  of  Government  (chosen  by 
themselves)  to  disseminate  these  counterfeit  letters, 
1  conceived  it  a  justice  due  to  my  own  character, 
and  to  posterity  to  disavow  them  in  explicit  Terms, 
and  this  I  did  in  a  letter  directed  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  be  filed  in  his  office  the  day  on  which  I 
closed  my  Administration. — This  letter  has  since 
been  published  in  the  Gazettes  by  the  head  of  that 
DepartmenL 

With  respect  to  your  own  request  I  can  say 
nothing.  So  many  things  are  continually  given  to  the 
public  of  which  1   have  no  previous  knowledge  nor 
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time  indeed  to  inspect  them  if  I  had  been  therewith 
informed — that  I  may  mistake  the  meaning  of  ii.— 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  (now  Vice  President) 
permitted  a  Mr.  Carey'  my  consent  being  first  ob- 
tained to  take  copies  under  his  inspection  of  the 
letters  I  had  written  to  Congress,  which  letters  haw 
since  been  published  and  are  1  presume  genuine  and 
must  be  those  which  you  refer  to — But  as  they  are 
the  work  of  another  who  is  now  in  England  on  this 
business,  1  cannot  suppose  that  you  had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  derive  a  benefit  from  his  labors — I  shall 
only  add  therefore  that  discretion  in  matters  of  thii 
sort  must  be  your  guide  without  a  yea  or  nay  from 
me. — 

For  Politics  I  shall  refer  you  to  the  Gazettes  of  this 
Countr)'  with  which  I  presume  you  are  acquainted 
and  with  respect  to  other  matters  I  have  nothing 
which  would  be  entertaining  or  worth  narrating. 

Mrs.  Washington  unites  with  me  in  best  wishes 
for  the  health  and  happiness  of  yourself  and  Mrs. 
Gordon — and  I  am  with  esteem  and  respect — Revd, 
Sir,  &c 


TO  JOHN   LANGHORNE, 

MocirT  Vexmom.  15  Ociobcr,  ilfi- 

Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  25th  ultimo  has  been  received," 
but  not  so  soon  as  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  date  of  it.     For  the  favorable  sentiments  you 

'  John  CiK)'.     Sm  FonI,  Sf%rii>tt$  LtHtri  Attributtd  te  H'aiAinfira,  It. 
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ive  been  pleased  to  express,  relative  to  my  conduct 
in  public  life,  I  thank  you.  For  the  divisions  which 
iavc  taken  place  among  us,  with  respect  to  our 
political  concerns,  for  the  attacks  which  have  been 
Bade  upon  those,  to  whom  the  administration  of  the 
government  has  been  intrusted  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  calumnies  which  are  levelled  at  all  those,  who 
are  disposed  to  support  the  measures  thereof,  I  feel, 
b)  public  account,  as  much  as  any  man  can  do,  be- 
cause in  my  opinion  much  evil  and  no  good  can 
result  to  this  country  from  such  conduct. 

So  far  as  these  attacks  are  aimed  at  me  personally, 
it  is,  I  can  assure  you.  Sir,  a  misconception,  if  it  be 
pipposed  I  feel  the  venom  of  the  darts.  Within  me 
1  have  a  consolation,  which  proves  an  antidote  against 
their  utmost  malignity,  rendering  my  mind  in  the  re- 
tirement I  have  long  panted  after  perfectly  tranquil. 
1  am,  &c.' 

*  The  mine  plactd  «t  the  hesd  .if  [hl»  Idler  wm  (tctitioui.  A  person,  xign- 
■ag  hinueU  "  John  Lanchorne."  had  u-iitlen  lo  General  WuhJiigion,  with 
UieinsiilMiu  dcugn  of  ditiwiae  from  him  lemoiks  and  opjaiotui  on  {loliticil 
titbjccts,  which  laicht  be  iiirr^  «i  hii  injoij,  an<l  promote  ihc  aimi  of  a  party. 
Thefiandirmd«1ecltiJb*Mr,  JohnNichoiM,  who  uceruined  accidenially  that 
B  leue«  from  Gencr*!  Waihingion  vu  in  ibe  patt.«iKcc  ■!  Chailotietviile,  in 
Albmutte  Couotf ,  directed  tn  John  I.&nghonie  (a  nune  unknown  in  ihal 
nci^iborboad),  and  Ibsl  it  w»  lenl  Eor  by  a  penon  whote  poliljctl  conneilons 
*»d  ceiuiinciiU  were  in  hamony  witli  the  party  which  had  oppoted  ihe  mc**- 
iiTca  of  WaiUnctoa. 

"  I  know  noi  Imw  io  thank  fou  tulfidently,  for  ih«  kind  intention  tA  yemt 
oVKffng  Hrot  at  the  iSth  initant.  If  the  object  of  Mr.  LBnEhorne,  who  to 
m«  fa  penonal  chKTa«(et  ii  *n  entire  fmnf/rt.  wu  nich  a*  you  •lupecl,  it  wiU 
■pptu  from  my  antwer  \a  hit  letter,  that  he  (c!)  far  short  of  hi*  mark.  But  at 
Ihe  writer  oJ  H  tcftn*  lo  be  better  knou-n  to  you,  and  that  yati  mny  be  the  bel- 
ief enabled  to  form  amore  correct  opinion  of  Ihe  detign,  I  lake  ihe  liberty  of 
tMfiunldlng  a  copy  of  il  along  wiih  the  anhwer.  If  ihey  ihnuld  be  a  meaniof 
datectiag  asy   oefarioat  plan  u(  tliote,  who  are  a^iailing  llie  government  in 
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TO    BUSHROD    WASHINGTON. 

Hovirr  Vkbxon.  3  NorcBbrr.  ijgT- 

My  dear  Sir  : 

Your  letter  of  the  30th  uIl  was  received  by  the  last_ 
Post. 

Your  aunt's  distresses  for  want  of  a  good  house-" 
keeper  are  such  as  to  render  the  wages  demanded 
by  Mrs.  Forbes  (though  unusually  high)  of  no  con- 
sideration ;  and  we  must,  though  very  reluctantly, 
yield  to  the  time  she  requires  to  prepare  for  her 
fixture  here.  We  wish  however  that  it  might  be 
shortened. 

If  you  are  in  habits  of  free  communication  with  Mr. 
Brooke  or  with  others  who  had  opportunities  of 
judging  completely  of  the  qualifications  and  conduct 
of  Mrs.  Forbes  as  a  housekeeper,  I  would  thank  you 
for  ascertaining  and  giving  it  to  me  in  as  precise  a 
manner  as  you  can  obtain  it.  Among  other  thingsit 
would  be  satisfactory  to  know — 

What  countrj'woman  she  is? 

Whether  Widow  or  Wife  ?  if  the  latter 

Where  her  husband  is  ? 

What  family  she  has? 

What  her  age  is  ? 

Of  what  temper  ? 


every  shape  ihoi  can  be  •Jevlseil.  I  thkll  (ccl  hkppy  tn  luring  hid  it  isB'T 
power  to  lurnish  Itiein.  If  the  case  be olliirwiie.  lhep*peniiiaybeMinmiI<td 
to  tli«  flames,  ind  (he  Irnnsaction  buried  in  obliTJoo.  To  oonfcM  iW  mli 
I  coiuidereil  Mr.  X-angborne  in  my  '*  mind't  cy«"  >  prdanl,  who  wndMicM 
of  ilitptaying  Llii;  (lau'ers  >)(  bis  peo.  In  either  cue.  1  would  ibamk  y»x  forllu 
result  of  (he  invcitigariott." — WasKingUn  U  Jekn  MeiWai,  yoSoitatbB. 
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Whether  active  and  spirited  in  the  execution  of 
her  business  ? 

Whether  sober  and  honest  ? 

^  Whether  much  knowledge  in  Cooker}-,  and  under- 
tands  ordering  and  setting  out  a  table  ? 
What  her  appearance  is  ? 
With  other  matters  which  may  occur  to  you  to 
ask, — and  necessary  for  me  to  know. 
H     Mrs.  Forbes  will  have  a  warm,  decent  and  com- 
fortable room  to  herself,  to  lodge  in,  and  will  eat  of 
the  victuals  of  our  Table,  but  not  set  at  it,  at  any 
time  with  us,  be  her  appearance  what  it  may  ;  for  If 
this  was  o/ue  admitted,  no  line  satisfactor)*  to  either 
■  party,  perhaps,  could  be  drawn  thereafter. — It  might 
be  well  for  me  to  know  however  whether  this  was 
admitted  at  Govr.  Brooke's  or  not. 
I     Is  it  practicable  do  you  think  to  get  a  good  and 
welMisposed  negro  cook  on  hire,  or  purchase  ? '    Men- 
tion this  want  of  ours  to  Mrs  Forbes.     She  from  the 
interest  she  would  have  therein  might  make  enquiry. 
— Yours  always  and  affectionate. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  Mrs.  L.  Wash- 
ington informs  me  that  Mr.  Swan  is  anxious  to  learn 
from  the  Returns,  or  Records  in  the  General  Court, — 
or  from  the  best  information  you  can  obtain,  whether 
it  has  been  the  invariable  practice  to  survey  the  Land 
docked  by  a  writ  of  Ad  quod  damnum — whether  it  has 

' "  The  nuining  oS  of  axj  cook  hai  been  •  moti  inconvenient  lliing  to  IhU 
ivmSAf,  >n<i  whit  rendered  it  more  diu^teeohtc,  in  (hat  I  liad  resolved  never 
to  become  the  Muter  6(  another  il»ve  Ly  purchaie.  but  tliit  rejolutbn  I  tear  I 
mui  hre*k.  I  have  enjeivorcd  to  hire,  black  oc  white,  but  am  not  yet 
wpplied." — IVMtMngtJH  U  Gtargt  Lrvit,  I)  Novcniber,  1797. 
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frequently  been  dispensed  with — and  what  has  been 
the  consequence. — Let  me  thank  you  formakingthis 
enquiry  and  furnishing  me  with  the  result  of  it. 


to  john  marshall. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  interesting  and  obliging  favor  of  the 
15th  of  September  from  the  Hague  came  duly  to 
hand,  and  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  important 
details,  with  which  it  is  fraught,  and  pray  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  them.  ^A 

I  congratulate  you  too  on  your  safe  arrival  fro^^ 
shipboard,  and,  as  the  newspapers  tell  us,  at  Paris;' 
and  I  wish  in  a  little  while  hence  I  may  have  it  in  my 
power  to  do  the  same  on  the  favorable  conclusion 
of  your  embassy,  and  happy  return  to   your  family 
and  friends  in  this  country.     To  predict  the  contrary 
might  be  as  unjust,  as  it  would  be  impolitic,  and 
therefore  mum — on  that  topic  Be  the  issue,  however, 
what  it  may.  three  things  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied 
of;  and  these  are,  that  nothing  which  justice,  sounil 
reasoning,  and  fair  representation  would  require,  w'iil 
be  wanting  to  render  it  just  and  honorable  ;  and,  if 
it  is  not  so,  that  the  eyes  of  all  in  this  country,  who 
are  not  wilfully  blind  and  resolved  to  remain  so  (so 
from  one  motive  and  some  from  another),  will  be 


I 

d,if 

ivhci^ 

3Cn;^^ 


'  As  one  of  ihe  envn^  from  [he  United  State*,  in  conjuDClion  wjik  I 
Coteiwodb  Pinckncjr  and  Elliiidgc  G«Ty. 
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fully  opened  :  and,  lastly,  that  if  the  French  Directory 
proceed  on  the  supposition,  that  the  parties  in  these 
United  Slates  are  nearly  equal,  and  that  one  of  them 
would  advocate  their  measures  in  the  dernier  resort, 
they  will  greatly  deceive  themselves.  For  the  mass 
of  our  citizens  require  no  more  than  to  understand  a 
question  to  decide  it  properly,  and  an  adverse  conclu* 
sion  of  the  negotiation  will  effect  this.  Indeed,  t 
believe  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  that  a  verj'  great 
change  in  the  public  mind  has  taken  place  already. 
The  leaders,  it  is  true,  attempt  to  keep  up  the  ball, 
which  is  evidently  declining ;  but  as  both  Houses  of 
Congress  have  formed  quorums,  and  received  the 
President's  speech,  the  response  of  the  representative 
branch  will  be  some  criterion  by  which  this  opinion  of 
mine  may  be  tried,  though  not  a  conclusive  one. 

The  situation  of  things  in  Holland  is  a  good  lesson 
or  us,  if  we  are  disposed  to  profit  by  it;  but  unfor- 
tunately the  nature  of  man  is  such,  that  the  expe* 
rience  of  others  is  not  attended  to  as  it  ought  to 
be.  We  m\.\%X  feel,  ourselves,  before  we  can  think  or 
perceive  the  danger  that  threatens.  But,  as  this 
letter,  (after  it  quits  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  whose  care  I  shall  send  it,)  may  pass 
through  many  hands.  I  shall  dwell  very  little  on 
European  politics.  It  is  laughable  enough,  however, 
to  behold  those  men  amongst  us,  who  were  reprobat- 
ing in  the  severest  terms,  and  sounding  the  tocsin 
upon  ever)'  occasion,  that  a  wild  imagination  could 
torture  into  a  stretch  of  power  or  unconstitutionality 
in  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  all  of  a  sudden 
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become  the  warm  advocates  of  those  high-handed 
measures  of  the  French  Directory,  which  succeeded  iht 
arrcstations  on  the  4th  of  September ;  and  this,  too, 
without  defying  that  the  barriers  of  the  constitution, 
under  which  they  acted,  have  been  ovtrUafnd,  but 
that  they  have  done  it  on  the  ground  of  lender  mercy 
and  an  unwillingness  to  shed  blood.  But  so  it 
always  has  been,  and  I  presume  ever  will  be  with 
men.  who  are  governed  more  by  passion  and  party 
views,  than  by  the  dictates  of  justice,  temperance, 
and  sound  policy.'  If  there  were  good  grounds  to 
suspect,  that  the  proscribed  and  banished  character 
were  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  against  the  constitutiwi 
of  the  people's  choice,  to  seize  them  even  in  an 
irregular  manner  might  be  justified  upon  the  ground 
of  expediency  and  of  self-preservation  ;  but,  after  the)' 
were  secured  and  amenable  to  the  laws,  to  condemn 
them  without  a  hearing,  and  consign  them  to  punisk 
ment  more  rigorous  perhaps  than  death,  is  the  summit' 
of  despotism.' 


' "  1  hope  the  ctlm  witb  which  th»  tOHon  of  Congren  ha>  comnieaced  will 
not  ba  sui;(;c;eile<]  by  a  Monn.  I  ihall  confeu,  howeiet,  that  my  tKp(cUt><» 
(«ll  far  thott  of  mjr  hopet  on  thiaoceuion.  Tnoqnillil;  irill  aol  ccnIinueM 
lh<  end  of  il.  nor  can  hamonjr  b«  looked  fot  wbile  Ae  Mme  men  who  aoi 
aounding  the  luctin  al  erecy  thine  thai  a  wild  imapiUilloa  Ooulil  coaitralitfo 
even  a  lendencjr  to  Hticich  ihc  power  of  goi'erBiumt  hen,  are  adTocaliax  'hit 
motl  ootngeou I  violations  of  it  «b«whet«.  But  no  condact  H  tM>  atnari  tf 
incoDiUtcnt  for  tocnc  men  lo  give  in  to," — WathtHgtam  ta  Timothy  Puktri»i. 
II  December,  ijm. 

*  "  Whet  theit  rece|«ion  [Matshall,  Pincknej-.  and  GwryJ  hat  b*<n,  *tA 
what  ma;  he  the  iuue  of  the  negotiation  with  which  iliey  Ma  charged  i>  t 
for  me  to  pronounce.     The  late  revolution.  h«ir«v«i.  at  that  place,  will  i 
Introduce  iktn  ander  the  moit  (irorabte  auipicea  in  nj  opinion  :  b*t 
•vent,   tike  all   other  acts  of   the  French  jjovcrnmeni,  U  exlolled  \ij  W* 
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A  very  severe  winter  has  commenced  since  the 
first  of  November,  wc  have  hardly  experienced  a 
moderate  day ;  heavy  rains  following  severe  frosts 
have  done  more  damage  to  the  winter  grain  now 
growing  than  I  recollect  ever  to  have  seen — at  this 
moment  and  for  several  days  past  all  the  Creeks  and 
small  Waters  are  hard  bound  with  ice — and  if  the 
navigation  of  the  River  is  not  entirely  sloped  is  yet 
very  much  impeded  by  it.  The  crops  of  Indian 
Corn  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  State,  have  been  un- 
commonly great :  midway  of  it  tolerably  good ;  but 
under  the  mountains  and  above  them,  extremely  bad 
— with  partial  exceptions — The  Wheat  in  Crop  and 
in  quantity  turned  out  better  than  was  expected; 
in  quality  remarkable  fine  :  the  white  and  early  wheat 
weighing  from  60  to  641b.  pr.  bushel. 

Young  Lafayette,  too  fondly  led  by  his  eagerness 
to  embrace  his  parents  and  sisters,  in  the  first  mo- 
ments of  their  rcleasement  from  prison,  and  uninten- 
tionally deceived  by  premature  accounts  from  his 
friends  at  Hamburg,  that  this  event  had  actually 
taken  place,  embarked  for  this  purpose  on  the  26th 
of  October  at  New  York  for  Havre  de  Grace.  Since 
which,  official  accounts  have  been  received  of  the 
terms  on  which  his  liberation  was  granted  by  the 
Emperor,  the  meeting  in  Europe  is  become  problem- 
atical;  a  circumstance,  should  it  happen,  which  will 

■inomgtt  us  u  a  oiMtet  pUce  of  vlxlUnce,  wloilom  and  patiiotitm.  The  mean) 
titcd  10  cflcci  ihb  are  nut  uvcTlooked,  but  >fipliu(Ieil,  Of  CDiuic  the  Conililu. 
tioD.  Ilk*  Trcali»,  arc  not  obligitory  when  lliey  become  inconvcDienl." — 
W^hingten  If  WiUiiim  ftai  .tturmjr,  j  December.  1797. 
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be  sorely  regretted  on  both  sidesL  I  said  all  I  could 
CO  induce  him  to  wait  here  until  he  should  receive 
direct  advice  from  his  father;  but  his  impatience,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  hts  confidence  in  the  information  h< 
had  received,  that  his  parents  were  on  thetr  way  tc 
Paris,  on  the  other,  his  apprehensions  from  a  win-^ 
ter's  passage,  and  belief  that  he  should  not  be  illy 
received  in  France,  even  if  they  were  not  iher 
turned  the  scale  against  my  opinion  and  advice,  that 
he  should  postpone  his  departure  until  he  heard  fron 
him  or  one  of  the  family. 

With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  remain,  ■ 
Sir,  &c 


TO  GEORGE   WASHINGTON    PARKE  CUSTIS. 

7  J«nu»fy.  1758. 

System  in  all  things  should  be  aimed  at ;  for  ii»| 
execution  it  renders  every  thing  more  easy. 

If  now  and  then,  of  a  morning  before  breakfast,' 
you  are  inclined  by  way  of  change,  to  go  out  with  a 
gun,  I  shall  not  object  to  it ;  provided  you  return  bjrj 
the  hour  we  usually  set  down  to  that  meal. 

From  breakfast,  until  about  an  hour  before  dinnerJ 
(allowed  for  dressing  and  preparing  for  it,  that  yoaj 
may  appear  decent)  I  shall  expect  you  will  confine^ 
yourself  to   your  studies,  and  diligently  attend  to 
them;  endeavoring  to  make  yourself  master  of  what- 
ever is  recommended  to,  or  required  of  you. 

While   the   afternoons   are   short,  and   but  little 
interval  between  rising  from  dinner  and  assembling 
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for  tea,  you  may  employ  that  time  in  walking,  or 
any  other  recreation. 

After  tea,  if  the  studies  you  are  engaged  in  require 
it.  you  will  no  doubt  perceive  the  propriety  and 
advantage  of  returning  to  them,  until  the  hour  of 
rest. 

Rise  early,  that  by  habit  it  may  become  familiar, 
agreeable,  healthy,  and  profitable.  It  may,  for  a 
while,  be  irksome  to  do  this,  but  that  wlU  wear  off; 
and  the  practice  will  produce  a  rich  harvest  forever 
thereafter  ;  whether  in  public,  or  private  walks  of 
life. 

Make  it  an  invariable  rule  to  be  in  place  (unless 
extraordinary  circumstances  prevent  it)  at  the  usual 
breakfasting,  dining  and  tea  hours.  It  is  not  only 
disagreeable,  but  it  is  also  very  inconvenient  for 
servants  to  be  running  here  and  there,  and  they 
know  not  where,  to  summon  you  to  them,  when  their 
duties,  and  attendance,  on  the  company  who  are 
seated,  render  it  improper. 

Saturday  may  be  appropriated  to  riding;  to  your 
gun,  and  other  proper  amusements. 

Time  disposed  of  in  this  manner,  makes  ample 
provision  for  exercise,  and  every  useful  or  necessary 
recreation  ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  hours  allotted 
for  study,  if  really  applied  to  it  instead  of  running 
up  and  down  stairs,  and  wasted  in  conversation  with 
any  one  who  will  talk  with  you,  will  enable  you  to 
make  considerable  progress  in  whatever  line  is 
marked  out  for  you,  and  that  you  may  do  (?)  it,  is 
my  sincere  wish. 
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TO  JAMES  McHENRV. 

[l*BIVArE.l 

f-t  c.  HovxtVkbkoh,  aS  JuBatT.  inl.j 

LiBAR  Sir, 

Knowing  that  the  War  Office  has  an  Agency  in 
the  Western  Lands,  I  take  the  liberty  of  putting  the 
enclosed  letters  to  General  Putnan\  and  Colo.  Sar- 
gent under  cover  to  you.  open.  By  doing  so  it 
supercedes  the  necessity  of  a  repetition  of  what  is 
therein  mentioned.  Another  reason  for  giving  you 
this  trouble,  is  that  if  Mr.  Massey  is  a  Sun-eyor  in  the 
Northwestern  Territor)-,  it  is  highly  probable  that  his 
business  in  Philadelphia  is  with  yourOffice.  In  which 
case,  let  me  pray  you  to  obtain  what  information  he 
can  give  respecting  the  claim  upon  my  land  and  trana 
mit  the  same  to  me  ;  and  to  request,  after  sealing  nij 
letters  to  the  Gentlemen  above  mentioned,  that  yod 
would  be  so  kind  as  to  put  them  into  the  safest  chan-^ 
nel  of  conveyance,  that  is  afforded  Philadelphia. 

What  means  this  calm,  and  apparent  harmony  in 
the  Representative  body?  Is  it  because  no  collisivc 
subject  has  come  on  ?  or  does  it  proceed  from  a 
change  of  sentiment  in  the  opposition  members? 
Are  there  no  accoimts  yet  front  our  Envoj's?  U| 
not,  to  what  is  their  silence  attributed,  when  (he 
News  Papers  are  filled  with  accounts  of  them,  as  late 
as  the  middle  of  November,  from  Paris ;  where  they_ 
must  have  been  at  least  six  weeks  ? ' 


'  "It  \%  dme  now  to  h«<u  what  lh«  rKcpliom  o(  onr  <«ror*  at  Pufil 
been,  ttnil  wtial  Itielr  ptn()iccU  arc     II  luitly  cjinnol  be  ihu  Faecket  m 
Ad*l  kre  ippuinled  tiy  lh«  Directory  to  ncgolialc  with  Ibem  \    If 
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What,  as   far   as  it   can   be  gtiessed   at,   is  the 
public    sentiment   relative  to    Monroe's  voluminous 

(work  ?  which  1  have  not  yet  seen  but  have  sent  for 
it.  And  what  of  Fauchet's  ?'  Another  elaborate  work 
I  presume,  will  appear  soon,  from  the  late  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue  ;  the  cause  of  whose  dismis- 
sion has  never  (that  I  have  seen)  been  hinted  at  in 
-the  Gazettes. 

\  What  has  been,  or  is  it  supposed  will  be  done  by 
the  house  of  Representatives  in  consequence  of  the 
extraordinary  application  which  was  made  to  them 

ton  that  occasion,  by  the  Ex-Commissioners. 
I  have  exhibited  a  long  string  of  questions,  but  if 
you  have  not  leisure  or  if  any  of  them  are  embarras- 
sing, I  require  no  answer  to  them,  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton and  Nelly  Custis  unite  with  me  in  every  good 
i_wish  for  Mrs.  McHenry,  yourself  and  family,  and  I 
im  always,  and 

Affectionately  Yours. 


TO  TIMOTHY    PICKERING,   SECRETARY   OF  STATE. 


MovKT  VKKrtOK,  6  February.  irgS. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letters  of  the  20th  and  27th  ult.  have  been 
duly  received  and  the  Pamphlets  with  Colo.  Monroe's 
view  came  safe.     •     *     • 

kowcvcr  be  o(herwii«.  il  r«>(|uii«i  not  ihe  ipirit  of  divination  to  predict  the 
iMMC^" — WaikiHgMt  U  OHwr  H'Weaff,  17  Dccembei,  it<)7. 

>  "  Allow  me  alia  to  Mk  At  (avor  of  you  to  wod  mr  Col.  Monroc't  and 
Mi.  F»ui;b«'»  Fimphtctt,  and  it  jrou  ha»e  leisure  (net  eUeJ  to  lei  me  know 
wImI  the  public  icntinvmis  rojicclinj:  them  it.     In  one  of  theic,  or  in  wmc 
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I  have  not  had  leisure  yet  to  look  into  Monroe's 
vitws,  nor  to  read  more  than  the  first  numbers  o( 
Scipio,  although  I  have  them  to  the  15th  Inclusive 
— Postponing  the  latter  until  I  had  obtained  the 
former. 

Notwithstanding  there  existed  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  the  charge  exhibited  against  you  in  the 
Aurora  was  a  malignant  falsehood — yet  satisfied  as 
1  am  of  the  motive  and  the  end  intended  to  be  an- 
swered by  the  publication  I  have  read  with  much 
gratification  your  explicit  disavowal  of  its  applica- 
tion.' But  the  more  the  views  of  those  who  are 
opposed  to  the  measures  of  our  Government  are 
developed,  the  less  surprised  I  am  at  the  attem 
and  the  means,  cowardly  illiberal  and  assasin  like, 
which  are  used  to  subvert  it : — and  to  destroy  all 
confidence  in  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration thereof.  Among  these  to  be  classed 
an  assertion  in  the  Pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Fauchel 
in  these  words.  "  It  is  the  general  opinion  that  M 
Talon  came  to  Philadelphia  on  a  confidential  mi 
sion  from  the  Pretender  to  Genl.  Washington.  H 
was    admitted    to    a    very    particular    audience  wilh 

oihet  way,  I  find  by  a  wrilM  in  n  Richmond  p«p«r.  a  priiate  ktler  of  niori* 
Mr.  Gour.  Mocrii  is  given  lo  the  public.  If  given  lurly  vllh  tbe  ciiue  dW 
piriiiluccd  ii.  I  have  no  'loulii  of  its  opcritin)'  agiiinbl  the  mcsiaie  il  iru  in- 
tended to  promote," — IVasAinglim  /.■  PiiteriHg,  13  Jaoiurr,  1798, 

"  I  will  add,  hnwever.  while  th«  |ien  M  in  my  hand,  ihal  wiiti  you,  I  tfuik 
it  is  vuJD  tu  expect  any  cliange  in  Ihe  icntimentA  or  polilical  conduct  ol  tlio> 
who  are,  in  every  fonn  11  can  be  tried,  oppoiing  ihe  me««irei  ot  the  (onra' 
mem.  and  endenvnnn);  to  t,a\i  the  (oundatmn  of  ihe  Conilllatlon.  A  link  liM 
tuuht  dcoitlo  wliBt  their  ulterior  mo^rincnts  will  l>t,  u  ibcy  have  brou^ 
matitn  to  a  ctiiii." — H'askin£tsn  {•>  y^imti  Xeu.  11  FcbiiHij.  1798. 

'  Upham  :  Lift  ef  Timi^if  Piektrittg,  va.,  309. 
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the  President  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Genet  at 
Philada." — What  the  General  opinion  of  the  French 
party  might  have  been  is  not  for  me  to  say,  but  I 
pronounce  the  latter  part  of  the  quotation  to  be  an 
impudent,  a  wicked  and  groundless  assertion — and 
accordingly  authorise  any  and  everj'  person,  who 
chooses  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  doing  it  to  contra- 
dict it  in  the  most  unqualified  terms. — With  Mr. 
Talon  I  had  no  acquaintance, — if  he  ever  was  in  my 
company  it  must  have  been  in  the  drawing  room  (or 
at  what  was  called  the  levies)  on  company  days. 
Whether  I  ever  exchanged  a  word  with  him  during 
the  time  of  his  stay  in  this  countrj-,  is  more  than  my 
memorj'  at  this  time  is  able  to  decide. — If  his  arrival 
in  it  was  posterior  to  the  proscription  or  cloud  which 
hovered,  of  such  characters,  the  probability  is,  that 
he  never  did  ; — be  this  however  as  it  may — I  will 
pledge  myself  that  I  never  directly  or  indirectly  ever 

(exchanged  a  word  with  him  out  of  the  public  Rooms 
—on  public  days. — and  on  common  place  subjects. — 
And  if  it  could  be  adjudged  expedient  by  you  and 
those  with  whom  I  usually  conversed  on  subjects  of 
this  sort,  I  wou'd  announce  as  much  in  the  Gazettes, 
Kwhen  it  might  not  be  amiss  perhaps  to  let  my  wkoU 
letter  to  Gouverneur  Morris,  and  his  to  me,  to  which 
it  was  an  answer,  appear  also  in  order  to  do  away  the 
effect  of  another  charge  which  extracts  drawn  from 
the  former,  was  intended  to  impress  on  the  public 
mind — namely,  a  dereliction  to  France  and  the  con- 
trarj'  to  Great  Britain. — To  produce  a  justification  of 
one's  conduct  in  matters  of  this  sort  wou'd  be  un- 
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pleasant,  if  it  was  unconnected  with  public  concern^ 
I  shou'd  treat  the  assaults  with  the  contempt  ihe^ 
deserve. 


TO   WILLIAM    AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON. 
.,  c-  Mount  Vbksok,  xi  Febnuiy,  i7g& ' 

Mv  DEAR  Sir,  ' 

Mr.  Rice  called  here  on  his  way  to  Alexandria  an^j 
delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  15th  Instant.  H 

Of   the  recent  afflicting  event  which  was  related 
therein,  we  had  received  previous  accounts  ;  and  on 
that  as  on  former  occasions  of  a  similar  nature  sirn- 
paihised  sincerely    in  your  sorrows — But  these  are 
the  decrees  of  an  all  wise  Providence  against  whose 
dictates  the  skill,  or  foresight  of  man  can  be  of  no 
avail : — it  is  incumbent, upon  him  therefore  10  submit 
with  as  little  repining  as  the  sensibility  of  his  nature 
will  admit.     This  will  have  its  course  but  may  be 
greatly  anteliorated.  by  Philosophical  reflection  anti^ 
resignation. — As  you  have  three  children  left  I  tnii^t^l 
they  will  be  spared  to  you,  and  sincerely  hope  thai '"  j 
them  you  will  lind  consolation  and  comfort.'  ^| 

Had  your  intimation  of  Mr.  Ashton's'  wishes  been 
announced  to  me  about  a  fortnight  ago.  I  wouW 
gladly  have  employed  him  in  the  character  you  haw 
mentioned,  provided  his  expectation  of  compensation 
had  came  within  my  means ;  which  in  truth  are  hard- 

■  1  ihink  the  lost  tefotvd  la  Ji  (be  dolh  ol  Mary,  (kngblet  of  'KiSmA 
Henry  Lee,  and  tccond  irifc  of  William  Ani^tuliiie  WuJiingtoa. 

'  Ann,  s  nieee  o(  the  President,  and  kitlor  of  William  Auciulisc  Widti(> 
ton.  mamed  Butdci  Aihtom.     Ii  u-ai  probably  vome  connectioii  »bc»  »iw 
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ly  able  to  support  the  heavy  expences  I  am  in  a  man- 
ner unavoidably  run  into, — Finding  it  impracticable 
to  use  the  exercise  on  horse  back  which  mv  health 
business  and  inclination  requires,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  keep  my  accounts  and  perform  all  the  writing 
which  my  late  Public  occupations  have  been  the 
means  of  involving  me  in, — I  resolved  to  employ  a 
clerk  (if  to  be  had  on  moderate  wages)  and  accord- 
ingly about  twelve  or  fourteen  days  ago  engaged  one 
who  writes  a  very  good  hand  and  said  to  understand 
accounts  and  Book  Keeping  at  $1503  year. — What 
would  have  been  Mr.  Ashton's  expectations  I  know 
not  beyond  this  sum  or  $:!00  at  most  I  could  not 
have  gone ;  and  if  he  would  have  been  contented 
therewith,  and  the  application  had  been  made  in  time. 
I  should  have  received  him  with  pleasure  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  person  who  /.■:  to  come  and  who  I  expect 
here  about  the  middle  of  next  month  if  he  fulfils  his 
promise. 

The  rca5iOn  which  you  assign  for  giving  the  rudi- 
ments of  education  to  your  sons  at  home  is  a  weighty 
and  conclusive  one; — but  much  will  depend  upon  the 
qualifications  and  fitness  of  the  preceptor  you  em- 
ploy, to  render  it  more  or  less  beneficial.  To  a  cer- 
tain point  tuition  under  the  eye  of  Parents  or  Guardian 
of  youth,  is  much  to  be  preferred,  because  the  pre- 
sumption is  :  that  the  properties  and  passions  will  be 
watched  with  more  solicitude  and  attention  by  them, 
than  by  their  Tutors : — but  when  the  direction  of 
these  are  unfolded  and  can  be  counteracted  by  the  dis- 
cipline of  Public  schools  and  the  precepts  of  the  pro- 
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fessors.     Especially  too  when  the  judgment  v. 
ning  to  form ;  when  pride  becomes  a  stimulus;  and 
the  knowledge  of  men,  as  well  as  of  Books  arc  to 
be  learnt,  I  should  give  the  preference  to  a  public 
Seminary. 

I   make  use  of  no  barley  in   my  Distiller)-  (tbe 
operations  of  which  arc  just  commenced).    Rye  chief- 
ly and  Indian  corn  in  a  certain  proportion  compo^i 
the  materials  from  which  the  whiskey  is  made. — Tl^H 
former  I  buy  @  4/6  for  the  latter  I  have  not  given" 
more  than  17/6,  and  latteriy  17/-  Delivered  at  the 
Distillery, — It  has  sold  in  Alexandria  (in  small  quan- 
tities from  the  waggons)  at  j6/.  and  16/6. — "^  Barrel 
but  at  what  it  goes  now  1  am  unable  to  inform  you.' 
So  large  a  quantity  as  you  have  for  sale  may  0 
mand  a  good  price. 

Is  there  any  person  in  your  neighborhood  in  the 
practice  of  selling  staves  proper  for  flour  barrels?  If 
so  be  so  good  as  to  inform  mi;,  and  at  what  price  they 
could  be  delivered  at  my  landing  (at  the  mill).  .Any 
letters  for  me  put  into  a  Post  Office,  meets  a  ready  a 
safe  passage  but  how  to  insure  mine  to  you  you  can 
best  tell, — and  I  wish  to  be  informed. 

Did  you  ever  receive  a  letter  from  me  transmitting 
the  request  of  Sir  Isaac  Heard  of  the  Heraldry  Office 
in  England  respecting  Genealogy  of  our  family?  and 
my  own  desire  to  be  furnished  with  the  Inscripliow 

on  the   Tombs  of  our  Ancestors  at Bridge 

Creek  ?  Among  your  father's  papers,  I  thought  it 
likely,  you  might  obtain  some  information  on  this 
head.     From  the  coming  over  of  John  and  Lawreoc* 
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Washington  in  the  year  1657 — I  have  [been]  able  to 
trace  the  descendants  of  the  former,  being  the  one 
from  whom  our  family  came,  those  of  Lawrence  from 
hom  the  Chotankers  proceeded  I  have  not  been 
able  to  give  any  correct  account :  and  that  is  the 
Branch  to  which  Sir  Isaac  Heard's  enquiry's  particu- 
larly point :  being  tolerably  well  informed  of  the  de- 
scendants from  John.  The  enquiry  is  in  my  opinion 
of  vcr)' little  moment,  but  as  Sir  Isaac  has  interested 
himself  in  the  matter  and  seems  desirous  of  tracing 
the  family  from  whom  we  are  descended — back — I 
wish  to  give  him  as  correct  information  of  it — as  I  am 
able  to  procure.' 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  enjoy  tolerable 
good  health  at  present  and  that  your  Children  are  per- 
fectly well.  It  is  unnecesary  I  hope  to  assure  you 
that  at  all  times,  when  you  can  make  it  convenient 
and  the  situation  of  your  health  will  permit,  that  we 
shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  at  this  place. — Where 
is  Mrs.  Washington  of  Bushfield  ? — I  hope  She  is 
well.     I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  her  letter  to  me 


■  In  Vol.  XIV.  I  will  give  what  U  known  of  the  Washioglon  (unllj'. 

"  I  Ihank  ynu  foi  the  oM  documents  ynii  nent  me  respecting  llie  (■mity  of  out 
•ncotoi).  but  I  tin  potvoicil  of  papers  uhicli  prove  beyond  a  doubt,  thit  ai 
the  two  brolfacn  who  emigrated  to  thiKountiy  in  the  year  1657,  during  the 
tivaUct  ol  that  day,  that  John  Wuhingltin  from  whom  we  aie  descenileO  was 
Ai  eldtM.  The  {iedl|;tcc  (luni  hiui  I  have,  anil  I  believe  very  correct  :  but 
Ihe  dewendantt  of  Lawrence  in  a  regular  courie.  1  hare  not  been  able  to  trace. 
All  iho*c  of  our  name  in  and  about  ChoUnk  are  from  ihe  Ullcr.  John  was 
Ibe  (tandfathcr  of  my  (ilhet,  and  uncle  and  great  ^'''■'^(■■'her  to  Wamn 
[Wamei]  and  me.  He  left  Iwo  wnx,  Lawrence  and  John,  the  tonner  who  wax 
the  cldeit,  was  ihe  father  of  my  father,  uncle  and  nuntWilUi.  Mn.  llnyward 
Biui  hare  been  ■  daughter  of   the  firit  Laitrtn<t,  and  ihence  become  the 
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by  post,  but  whether  it  ever  got  to  her  hands  or  no' 
I  am  unable  to  say. — rrobably  not,  as  you  lye  out  of 
the  post  Road  and  they  may  not  be  in  the  habit  of 
sending  to  the  Post  Offices.  Poor  lady  !  I  fear  she 
will  soon  have  another  afflictive  trial  of  her  resigna- 
tion to  the  Divine  Will,  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Cor 
Washington,'  who  from  the  last  accounts  we 
had  of  her  cannot  remain  long  among  us.  Ti 
family  unite  in  best  wishes  for  you  and  yours. 
And  I  am  &c 


10™ 


TO  ALEXANDER   WHITE. 

MovvT  VntstoN.  t  Htitfci' 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  20th  ulto.  was  received  yester- 
day.— For  the  information  it  has  given  I  thank  you: 
although  it  is  not  of  the  most  pleasing  sort — some 
parts  of  it  indeed  has  surprised  me  not  a  little,  but 
neither  the  surprise  or  the  cause  of  it,  shall  be  com^ 
municated  to  any  other. 

My  sentiments  relatively  to  the  memorial  you 
already  possessed  of.  and  therefore  I  shall  add  noi 
ing  more  on  that  subject,  than  the  expression  of  a 
fear,  that  the  disgraceful  topic  which  has  so  long 
occupied  the  time  and  oratorj'  of  the  House  of  Rep" 
resentatives  will  contribute  nothing  to  the  favoral 
reception  and  issue  of  it. 

If  time  should  hang  a  tittle  heavy  on  your  hani 

coiuin  oC  the  seconJ  Lau-rvnce  and  John." — Waihitp^nU  WlKtmi'^ 
tint  JKwjtijytoH,  3  Ociobct,  179S. 

'  Sh*  wu  Iliiinah,  i  dnu^hiei  o(  Richird  Hciuy  Lc*. 
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while  the  memorial  is  pending  in  Congress  the  appro- 
priation of  an  hour  or  two  of  it  now  and  Hun,  not 
only  to  inform  mc  of  the  progress  of  that  business 

Bnit  as  a  calm  observer  (and  in  confldence  if  you 
choose  it)  to  give  me  your  opinion  of  matters  as  they 
pass  before  you  in  review  ;  for  misrepresentation  and 
party  feuds  have  arisen  to  such  a  height,  as  to  distort 
truth  and  to  become  portentous  of  the  most  serious 
consequences. — Where  or  when  they  will  terminate, 
or  whether  they  can  end  at  any  point  short  of  confu- 
sion and  anarchy  is  now  in  my  opinion  more  problem- 
atical than  ever. 

■  I  had  until  lately  entertained  a  hope,  that  the  con- 
tinued depredations  which  are  committed  on  our 
Commerce. — the  Pacific  measures,  which  have  inva- 

—riably  been  pursued  to  obtain  redress,  and  to  convince 

Ibie  French  of  our  earnest  wish  to  remain  in  Peace 
with  them,  and  all  the  World — and  the  indignant 

■treatment  those  efforts  have  met  with,  would  have 

'united  all  parties,  and  all  descriptions  of  men  (except 
those  who  wish  to  see  the  waters  troubled)  in  a  firm 
and  temperate  demand  of  Justice;  or,  in  preparations 

Kor  the  worst : — but  the  reverse  seems  more  appar- 
ently than  ever  to  be  the  case  ; — and  every  thing  that 
can  be  by  the  most  unnatural  construction  is  exhibited 
as  a  justification  of  the  conduct  of  France  towards 
this  country,  and  in  condemnation  of  the  measures  of 
the  latter. — 

What  seems  to  be  the  prevalent  opinion  of  Colo. 
Monroe's  "  View  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  ?  "    I  do  not  mean  the  opinion  of 


443 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1J98 


either  party — but  (if  such  are  to  be  found)  of  ihe 
dispassionate. — or  at  least  of  the  moderate  part  of 
both. — I  will  make  no  remarks  on  it  myself  inclining 
rather  to  hear  the  observation  of  others,  which  I 
would  wish  to  hear  with  the  most  unreserved  frank- 
ness. But  I  will  not  enlarge  on  this  or  any  other 
subject  at  present  but  conclude  with  assuring  you 
that  with  sentiments  of  very  great  esteem  &  regard 
1  am  &C. 


TO   BUSHROD   WASHINGTON. 


My    DEAR   BuSHROD. 


MoUKT  Vekkon.  8  Much,  xrf- 


Mr.  Nicholas  (who  is  a  conspicuous  performer  In 
this  business)  is  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  have  no 
recoUteied  acquaintance,  and  the  political  conduct  of 
all  those  of  the  name  whom  I  do  know,  adds  notb* 
ing  to  my  esteem  of  them.  He  seems  very  desirous 
of  drawing  me  into  a  correspondence  on  Party 
subjects,  which  of  all  others  is  not  the  most  pleasant; 
and  even  civil  answers  upon  this  topic  to  one  of 
whose  character  I  know  nothing  might  be  imprudent. 

Enquiring  upon  the  receipt  of  the  first  letter  from 
Mr.  Nicholas  who  he  was,  1  was  answered — I  think 
by  Doctr.  Stuart — that  he  was  clerk  of  Albemarle 
Court ; — was  a  Respectable  man — well  disposed  to 
the  Government,  and  the  reputed  Author  of  a  num- 
ber of  pieces  under  the  signature  of  Americani 
Since  that,  he  has  doubted  whether  it  was  the 
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son  he  had  in  view  or  not. — This  circumstance — and 
Mr.  Nicholas  in  his  last  letter  speaking  of  you  as 
his  intimate  friend — has  induced  me  to  give  you  the 
reading  of  all  the  letters — and  to  rest  it  with  you 
from  a  view  of  the  subject,  and  the  knowledge  you 
possess  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  to  forward, 
or  return  to  me  the  letter  herewith  enclosed  to  its 
address. — It  is  left  open  for  your  perusal.  If  it  goes 
on — Seal  and  put  it  under  another  cover,  or  not — as 
you  please.  The  other  Inclosures  will  be  returned 
to  me  of  course. 

Our  love  to  Mrs.   Washington  and  with  sincere 
friendship  1  remain  &c. 


I 


TO  JOHN   NICHOLAS. 

HoDKT  Vbknom,  %  Much,  1798, 

The  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  favor  of  writing 
to  me  under  date  of  the  aid  ultimo,  came  safe  to 
hand.  Nothing  short  of  the  evidence  you  have 
adduced,  corroborative  of  intimations  which  I  had 
received  long  before  through  another  channel,  could 
have  shaken  my  belief  in  the  sincerity  of  a  friend- 
ship, which  I  had  conceived  was  possessed  for  me 
by  the  person '  to  whom  you  allude.  But  attempts 
to  injure  those,  who  are  supposed  to  stand  well  in 
the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  are  stumbling  blocks 
in  the  way,  by  misrepresenting  their  political  tenets, 
thereby  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  them,  are  among 

'  Hr.  JcffenoD. 


45° 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1798 


the  means  by  which  the  government  is  to  be  assailed, 
and  the  constitution  destroyed.  The  conduct  of  this 
party  is  systematized  ;  and  ever)'  thing  that  is  op- 
posed to  its  execution  will  be  sacrificed  without 
hesitation  or  remorse,  if  the  end  can  be  answered 
by  it 

If  the  person  whom  you  suspect  was  really  the 
author  of  the  letter  under  the  signature  of  John 
Langkome.  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  to  me,  that  the 
correspondence  should  have  ended  where  it  did ;  for 
the  penetration  of  lliai  man  would  have  perceived  by 
the  first  glance  at  the  answer,  that  nothing  was  to  be 
drawn  from  that  mode  of  attack.  In  what  form  the 
next  insidious  attempts  may  appear,  remains  to  be 
discovered.  But  as  the  attempts  to  explain  avay 
the  constitution,  and  weaken  the  government,  are 
now  become  so  open,  and  the  desire  of  placing  the 
affairs  of  this  country  under  the  influence  and  con- 
trol of  a  foreign  nation  is  so  apparent  and  strong, 
it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  a  resort  to  covert 
means  to  effect  these  objects  will  be  longer  regarded. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Monroe's  "  View  of  the 
duet  c/ ike  Executive  of  the  United  States,"  I 
say  but  little,  because  as  he  has  called  it  a  '•  View 
thereof.  I  shall  leave  it  to  the  tribunal  to  which  he 
himself  has  appealed  to  decide,  first,  how  far  a  corre- 
spondence with  one  of  its  agents  is  entitled  to  the 
unqualified  term  he  has  employed  ;  secondly,  how,  i 
it  is  not.  it  is  to  exhibit  a  view  thereof ;  thirdly,  ho 
far  his  instructions  and  the  letters  he  has  receiv 
from  that  executive,  through  the  constitutional 
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and  to  which  he  refers,  can  be  made  to  subsen'c  the 
P'eat  points,  which  he  and  his  party  are  evidently 
aiming  at,  namely,  to  impress  upon  the  public  mind, 
that  favoritism  towards  Great  Britain  has  produced  a 
dereliction,  in  the  administration,  of  good  will 
towards  France. 

As  to  the  propriety  of  exposing  to  public  view  his 
private  instructions  and  correspondence  with  his  own 
government,  nothing  needs  be  said  ;  for  I  should  sup- 
pose, that  the  measure  must  be  reprobated  by  the 
well-informed  and  intelligent  of  all  nations,  and  not 
less  by  his  abettors  in  this  country,  if  they  were  not 
blinded  by  party  views,  and  determined  at  all  hazards 
to  catch  at  any  thing,  that  in  their  opinion  will  pro- 
mote them.  The  mischievous  and  dangerous  tend- 
ency of  such  a  practice  is  too  glaring  Eo  require  a 
comment. 

If  the  executive,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
you  have  alluded  to,  is  chargeable  with  "  premedi- 
tating the  destruction  of  Mr.  Monroe  in  his  appoint* 
ment,  because  he  was  the  centre  around  which  the 
republican  party  rallied  in  the  Senate  "  '  (a  circum- 
stance quite  new  to  me),  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will 
ive  it  credit  for  its  lenity  towards  that  gentleman,  in 
having  designated  several  others,  not  of  the  Senate, 
as  victims  to  this  office  before  the  sacrifice  of  Mr. 
Monroe  was  ever  had  in  contemplation.  As  this 
must  be  some  consolation  to  him  and  his  friends,  I 
hope  they  will  embrace  it. 


'  Mi-  Nlcholfti  laid  in  liis  letter  thai  thii  dedxistion  wu  mMle  in  hi*  hcu- 
in(  b7  Mi.  JeSenon. 
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But  as  you  have  given  me  assurances  of  a  visit  at 
this  place,  with  Governor  Wood,  in  the  spring,  which 
is  now  commencing.  I  shall  only  add,  that,  with 
esteem  and  regard.  I  am,  &c. 


REMARKS  ON  MONROES  "  VIEW  OF  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE 
EXECUTIVE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES."" 


"In  llie  month  of  May,  ^^^^,  I  wu  Invlicd  by  ihe  PruldeDi  of  the  Uniicd 
Statet,  thruugh  the  Sccrcliir  ol  State,  to  accept  tbt  oAco  of  miniiirr  p1fBi> 
potentiary  to  the  FienA  Republic."— rag*  iti. 

Aflcr  several  attempts  bid  failed  to  obtain  a  more  eligable 
chsTacier. 


"  It  had  be«n  too  my  fortune,  in  the  eoone  of  my  lerrice.  to  cUflet  from  ibe 
•dmlnidtralion  upon  many  of  our  iiioti  importani  puhlic  fn4«nuvi." — p.  iii. 

Is  this  adduced  as  conclusive  evidence,  tbat  the  administrati' 
was  in  an  error  ? 


ibe 

I 


"I  iia«  persuadral  fiom  Mr.  Morrii'i  known  politfeal  diaracter  and  pnnci- 
plci,  that  hii  appointment,  and  epeciatly  at  a  period  when  the  Fr«nch  nalica 
was  in  a  courtc  of  revolution  from  an  arbitrary  lo  a  fie*  gOT«rantent.  wmild 
tend  to  disL-ounte nance  th<  Teput>lican  cauM  there  anil  at  home,  and  otherwiw 
weaken,  and  gieaily  to  out  prejudice.  Ihe  connciioii  tabaiidi^  bctwe^^e 
two  countries." — p.  iv, 

Mr.  Morris  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  (irsi  rate  abi'lilies: 
his  integrity  and  honor  had  never  be«n  impeached.     Bcsid 

'  In  the  library  at  Mount  Vernon  wai  a  copy  of  Uomoc's  Ving  9/ tht  Cnr 
Jml  ef  lit  EJtetuHvt  in  Iht  Ft^rrigu  Affairs  a/  iht  Unitttl  Statei,  containing 
marginal  notci  in  the  handwrinng  of  r>enen)]  Wuhin£ioa.  Tbetc  at*  hen 
brouchl  together,  with  tuch  eitraci*  from  the  KrVnr  ta  «r«  ncce<a&ry  to  aBcrd 
a  proper  explanation  of  them.  The  extracts  are  pnnled  in  brevier:  At 
remarks  fallow  each  extract.  The  volume  containing  the  autograpli  wat  prt- 
tented  by  Judge  Buthrod  Wikhington  to  JiKtjje  Slury.  wbo  left  it  lo  Hartaid 
Cullegt,  The  President  of  Harvard,  Edxard  Everett.  pUccd  it  under  ual, 
And  it  was  only  recently  diKorcred  by  Mr.  juitin  Wiiuor,  who  cowMoiulT 
allowed  me  to  copy  all  the  annoiatlon*  of  Wahhington. 
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Mr.  Morris  was  sent  whilst  the  kingly  government  was  in  exist- 
coce,  ye  end  of  91  01  be^noiDg  of  91. 

"  Ut.  Jiy  wu  nominated  to  Grcti  Briiiin :  which  noninotion  loo  I  oppoicd, 
btovM.  aivdei  all  the  wcU-linown  ctrcuiii nances  ot  the  momcnl,  I  «u  ol 
opiDlan  «•  could  not  adopt  such  n  mtasuie.  cODsislmlly  riihcr  uith  pio))riety, 
M  any  rcMOiiable  prospect  of  adcquslc  lucccu.  I  aUo  thought,  from  a  \-in«tj' 
of  comidcMtlonf,  it  would  b«  dlfTicult  to  find,  within  the  hnilti  of  the  United 
Slatet,  ■  penon  who  wn  more  likely  to  iaiprore.  to  the  ^r*mt  puoiblr 
eiicBt.  the  miichief  to  which  the  measure  naliirally  eipoied  us.  Thi*  ittsi 
ciunple  look  place  only  a  few  week*  ticfnre  my  own  appointment,  which  wu 
on  tb«  tSlb  of  May,  1794." — p.  iv. 

Did  ihc  then  situation  of  our  affairs  admit  of  any  other  aller- 

t native  than  negotiation  or  war  ?  Was  there  an  abler  man.  (or 
one  more  esteemed,)  to  be  found  to  conduct  the  former  ? 
I  "Wben  I  coniidcred  these  ciicnniitances,  1  wbk  turpriied  that  thii  piopotal 
ttovMbcBiail*  loma  by  the  udminittmtion,  ind  intiniaied  ihc  tanir  to  the 
Secietajy  of  Stale  :  who  replied  ilini  my  politital  principlei,  which  were  known 
lo  (arot  the  French  revoltiiioii  and  to  cheriih  l  friendly  connexion  with  France, 
were  a  (trong  motive  with  the  Preiident  (or  offering  me  the  miasion,  since  he 
withed  to  Htisfy  the  French  government  what  hit  own  (entimenti  were  upon 
—^  tbote  poinlt," — p.  Iv. 

V  And  who  had  belter  opportunities  of  knowing  what  these 
were,  than  the  confidential  officers  about  his  person  for  the  time 
being? 

"  Oar  affairs  with  France  ha>j  fallen  into  great  derangement,  and  rt<quired 
an  imnitdiale  and  deciiive  effort  lo  retrieve  ihem." — p.  iv. 

Did  not  this  deiangement  proceed  from  the  injurious  conduct 
'  of  the  French,  in  their  violations  of  the  33d  and  34th  articles  of 
the  treaty  with  the  United  States,  and  the  application  of  the  lat- 
ter for  redress  ? 

'  My  istlrvction*  enjoined  It  on  m«  to  um  my  ulmoal  cndetvonr*  lo  intpire 
the  French  government  with  perfect  conlidence  in  the  tolicilude,  which  the 
Preudent  fell  ftr  t&t  iitittii  «/  ike  Fren<h  rtvolutift,  of  Ail  nam  prtfermtt 
/tr  Frtitm  la  till  ethtr  nalioni  ai  l>i€  fritnd  anJ  ally  of  lit  Unilnl  Slain  ;  e/ 
Ikt  grattful  imii  n-kiii  We  ilill  rtlaiiiil  far  Iht  impvttatil  ttrvictt  Ihat  mtrt 
Ttttdrrtd  XI  by  Franc/  in  Ihi  lourse  of  cur  rtvelnliim ;  snd  to  declare  in 
Cipjicil  tenna,  that,  although  neutrality  waa  the  lot  we  preferred,  yet.  In  coxc 


w<  tvAarJtfd  in  tit  MA,  il  wtitU  tt  m  itr  liJe  and  againit  ktr  rnrfitt,  k 
lAfjr  toAj  Ikty  might." — pp.  It.-v, 

And  is  there  to  be  found  in  any  letter  from  the  goverDinent  to 
him  a  single  sentiment  repugnant  thereto?— On  the  contrary,  are 
not  the  »ame  exhortxtions  repeated  over  and  over  again  ?  But 
could  it  be  inferred  from  hence,  that,  in  order  to  please  Prance. 
we  wer«  to  relinquish  our  rights,  and  sacrifice  our  commerce  ? 

"  Upon  thu  poial  [Ht.  jnjr'i  miMion  to  England]  my  inHrualoaa  wen  •> 
(otl«wi :  '  It  ii  not  improbable  you  will  be  obliged  lu  ■DCauaiei  on  ihis  hsai 
fuipiclonii  of  variout  kinds.  But  you  may  declare  the  motive*  of  that  mbaiin 
to  b«,  tocilain  immtdUU  temptmoHon  frr  our  fJiinJfrtd  fnftrly,  a»d  nilit»- 
Htm «f  tht puis.'" — p.  T. 

And  these  wtrt  the  immediatt  motives  ;  but  for  which  an  extra 
envoy  would  m>t  have  been  sent. — But  did  it  follow,  when  this 
eapence  was  about  to  be  incurred,  that  the  government  would  not 
embrace  the  opjiorlunity  to  settle  and  place  other  concemi  npoD 
the  best  footing  it  could  ? 

"  Wtio  [France  and  (he  United  Slain]  <rcr«  noir  iieh«ppi)y  iliversins  (ton 
each  other,  and  in  danger  of  being  ihrown  wholly  apart ;  and,  a*  I  pretnincd. 
ciually  iigainhl  (li«  inlrreit  aTiil  inclioalion  o(  both." — p.  ni. 

^Vhy  ? — Because  one  nation  was  seeking  redress  for  riolatiODS 
and  injuries  committed  by  the  other. 

"  Upon  my  arrival  in  Paris,  which  was  on  the  ad  ol  Ab£u>i,  1794,  I  loasd 
that  the  work  of  allenalfon  and  dUunion  had  b«cn  carrkd  fmthct  than  I  hid 
before  even  lUBpetied." — p.  I'li. 

For  the  reasons  above  mentioned.  If  we  had  submitted  to 
them  without  remonstrating,  we  should  Still  have  been  their  dear 
friends  and  allies. 

"  I  prewated  my  ctedrntialt  lo  the  conunluaty  of  foreign  affain.  toon  altti 
my  arrival ;  but  more  than  a  week  had  elspied,  and  1  had  otMaiited  no  answet, 
when  or  whether  I  should  be  received.     A  delay  beyond  a  lew  da>«  aiirftiied  ^^ 
me,  betause  I  could  dtifern  no  adequate  01  rational  motire  (or  it."— Pl  viL      ^^| 

How  does  this  accord  with  his  communications  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  ?  See  tetter  of  the  1  tth  and  ijih  August.  Has  he  not 
assigned  very  satisfactory   reasons  for  the  delay?     Does  the 


I 
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answer  of  the  President  of  the  Convention  indicate  any  coolness 
or  discontent  on  the  pan  of  the  French  governmeat  ? — What  then 
vas  it  he  had  to  contend  against  at  his  outset  ? — 

**  It  via  iatimated  to  me  thai  ibc  Commiti«e,  or  Mvcral  ■!  leut  of  ill  nem- 
ben,  had  imbibed  an  opinion,  tliat  Mr.  Jay  wan  acnt  (0  England  with  view* 
nafrirndljr  to  France,  and  that  107  mittion  to  F'ranuc  was  adoplBd  for  iha 
pnrpoae  of  covering  and  supponing  hi>  tQ  England  :  tbai  the  on«  was  a 
neAmfe  of  Ribiluiiial  Impon.  conletnpliting  on  our  pan  a  close  union  wiih 
Eaglasd  :  and  Ihal  ibe  other  wai  mi  acl  of  policy,  inlcndH  to  amuM  Kod 
deceive,'' — p.  vii. 

Strange  conception  and  want  of  information  this,  when  it  wa» 
notorious,  that  a  war  with  Great  Britain  seemed  lo  be  almost 
unavoidable. 

"  I  tboog^t  I  pcrcdved  di»iincllr.  ihit  not  only  the  teiif)ier  wliich  had  twen 
sbown  by  lh«  committn,  bui  tli«  gvncral  derangement  of  oui  afiain  with 
Fiance,  proceeded  in  a  gicai  meature.  if  not  altogether,  from  the  ume  cau>e, 
a  iQSpldOB  that  we  were  unfriendly  10  them." — p.  ix. 

Or,  more  properly,  perceiving,  that  we  were  not  to  be  drawn 
into  the  vortex,  if  we  could  possibly  avoid  it. 

"  Mr  itnt  note  to  iheComraiiiec  of  Public  Safety  on  tfaii  tubject  bcaradaic 
oa  the  3d  of  Scptemtier,  1794  ;  In  mhlch  1  dihou.-^eil  aixl  cuinl>a[e<t  copiously, 
and  St  ably  ai  I  cuuld,  the  conduct  of  France  in  that  hatauing  onr  commerce 
agtinit  the  stipukliont  of  certain  Bnidci  in  our  Ircoiy  with  her :  and  urged 
eaineitly  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  deciees,  ichich  nuthoriud  that  prucced- 
tag."— p.  Sx. 

But  finally  told  it,  contrary  to  express  instructions,  that,  if  it 
was  not  convenient  to  comply  with  those  articles,  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  would  give  them  up  with  pleasure, 
although  it  vas  the  pivot  on  which  our  claim  was  fixed.  Sc« 
letter  3d  Sep.  pa.  35. 

"  1  do  not  wiih  to  be  nndenlood  as  having  been  guided  by  political  motivea 
only  In  eaprcuing  Ui«  Mntinentt  conuincd  lii  Ihai  clause ;  on  the  enniiary,  t 
idmit  they  were  klrictly  my  own  ;  affirming  at  the  same  lime  (bat  ihey  would 
never  have  been  Ihui  eiprested,  bad  I  not  been  Miiiiied  they  were  such,  as  it 
wa«  konoraibk  for  the  United  Statu  to  exprcu,  and  were  Uhely  aJto  10  pi«- 
aolc  thdi  inleMW."— p.  a. 
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Here  is  s  measure  adopted  xnd  avowed,  which  was  beyond  the 
powers  of  tlie  executive, — and  for  which,  if  he  had  exeicticii 
ihem,  he  might  have  been  impeached  ; — because  it  was  not  on!; 
dispensing  with  important  articles  of  the  treaty,  but  was  surren- 
dering the  only  grounds  on  which  OUT  claims  of  compcDsaiioa 
could  be  established. 

"  From  th«  CommiliM  itidf  I  could  obtiin  no  uiiwci :  sod.  frMn  Mr  '■■- 
(onnal  «pplicaliciu  to  kudc  of  iti  mcmbcn.  I  foaMl  tbat  the  diilioiJi;  ol 
•Itowing  ogr  v««Mla  <o  protocl  the  property  <A  En(llA  Mbjecu,  vhilu  the; 
pv«  non«  to  that  of  French  dtiieni  leainil  the  Engliik  crutiers,  with  ihot  ofj 
dininBuiihing  in  our  Uvor  fimn  ibc  uw  of  Dcnniulc  aad  Svedcn,  lo  »)ild 
w«  were  now  Involved,  were  olijeclloM  of  great  wcichi  wiik  tha  Commitm.'J 
— p.  xi. 

Such  was  our  treaty.     If  Denmark  and  Sweden  were  not 
titled  to  the  samtf  by  treaty,  wherein  lay  the  difficulty  of  disctimi- " 
nation  ?    And  what  are  the  advantages  of  treaties,  if  Ihcy  are  ta^ 
be  observed  no  longer  than  they  are  convenient  ? 

"  t  thou^t  I  percdved,  «ttU  remaining  in  the  coundl*  of  that  body,  a  «uoii| 
poTlIon  of  [hat  iiuiplclon  of  our  view*,  in  icgatd  10  our  ralMion  to  England.  M 
imjircMiva  upon  my  arriral.  but  which  I  had  hoped  waa  eradicWed ;  a»d,  iht 
more  earnestly  I  prc»ed  an  actontiaodation  with  mf  dwnanda,  the  mo 
obvioutly  did  ihis  motive  prcicnt  iltelt  lo  mj  view."— p.  xi. 

This  has  been  the  game,  which  the  French  have  unifonnlf_ 
played  to  parry  justice. 

"  Nor  did  Prince  invite  us  to  the  war,  or  manltcM  a  wlab  t^l  we  tboolJ 
engiec  in  il  ;  w)iil;i  she  wat  dispoTcd  to  aitist  us  in  lecurini;  otir  dairat 
ihoie  powers,  agaimt  nhom  wc  complnined  of  injuria." — p.  xvii, 

France  never  invited  us,  it  is  true,  lo  go  to  war  : — not  in  ei 
plicit  terms  expressed  a  wish,  that  we  should  do  so  ;  but  can  any' 
thing  be  more  apparent,  than  that  she  was  endeavoriog  with  all 
her  arts  to  lead  or  force  us  into  it  ? 

"  Is  piomion);  lo  communicate  to  the  Commiltce  the  cootentt  <A  ihEt  uealf 
a*  «oon  ai  I  bnevv  them,  I  did  so  in  ih«  expreialion  of  fulfilling  my  ptonlM. 
when  I  received  i  copy  of  the  treaty  from  the  department  of  state,  and  bM 
before  -.  for  I  expected  no  further  information  upon  that  Mbjectfron  Hr-Jaf." 
— p.  xviU. 
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This  decUralion  cxnnot  be  reconciled  uHth  tlie  various  attempts, 
which  he  made  to  obtain  it,  both  from  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Pinckncy, 
(or  the  inforniatioii  of  the  Erewfi gwernment  before  it  was  known 
to  his  turn, 

"  Ai  he  [Mi.  Jay]  had  refuted  lo  tend  me  a  copy  of  ihe  treaty,  according  lo 
iDf  request,  by  Mr.  Purvinnce.  and  omilled.  noi  to  lay  refused  (though  Indeed 
I  aadeittood  hit  omlMlon  In  the  Knhi  ol  •  reluMl)  olhcrwiic  t4  inform  me  of 
its  coalmti  by  thai  very  ufe  opporlunily.  I  did  noi  lee  how  the  corropond- 
««cc  could  be  continued  <m  thai  lubjeti.  on  hU  pail." — p.  ai. 

P  No  one  else  will  think  it  extraordinary,  that  he  should  refuse 
a  copy  for  the  declared  purpose  of  laying  it  before  the  French 
government,  and  yet  be  disposed  to  inform  him  in  eon^denet 
with  the  contents  thereof — thereby  to  enable  him  to  remove 
unfavorable  impressions. — Nor  is  it  extraordinary,  that  Mr  Jay 
should  authorize  his  mon  secretary,  who  had  been  piivy  to  all  the 
proceedings,  to  make  this  communication,  whilst  he  refused  to 
commit  himself  to  Mr.  Purviance,  let  his  character  have  been 
what  it  would. 

W'  "  TheM  contid<T»tiODS  will,  I  prManw,  lilccwise  tuflici«ntly  explain  why  I 
would  make  no  repreieniation  to  Ihe  French  government  of  ibe  contcnti  of 
that  treaty,  for  which  1  became  personally  responsible,  upon  Ihe  mere  aulhorllj 
of  Mr.  Jay,  or  othar  wite  than  npoD  a  copy  o\  the  inilrumenl  itwlf." — p.  uu. 

Most  extraordinary  reason  this  in  such  a  case  \  and  under  the 
circumstances  Mr.  Jay  was. 


V 


"Such  wuny  conduct  upon  the  stiove  occasion,  and  luch  (hcmotiveiofiL*! 

xsii. 


And  extraordinary  indeed  it  was  I 


"  In  iblx  he  fthc  ScaeUry  of  State]  notices  my  iddrcM  to  th«  Convcnlion  ; 
*a  alio  my  Idler  lo  Ibe  Commiitre  of  rulilic  Safely  of  the  3(1  of  September 
following ;  both  of  which  octi  he  ceniurei  in  the  moji  unrcierved  and  hatih 
manner.  In  the  firii  he  chargei  me  with  havins  expressed  i  loticltULte  for  Ihe 
welfar*  of  the  French  Republic  in  a  iilyle  (ixi  wann  and  afieclioiiale,  much 
OMte  »o  than  my  tnsmctioni  warranted ;  which  loo  he  deemed  the  more 
teprchenilble,  from  the  coniiidei^itiDn.  thai  it  wa*  pmenlcd  lo  the  Convenlion 
htfuUit  amdhtfort  Iki  ^urU,  and  UOl  to  a  ctiiimiirft  in  a  frivalt  ckamt<tr  / 

rinoe  dmeby,  he  miA%,  we  were  likely  to  give  ofience  lo  other  countries, /or* 


lUf^rty  Eitglaad,  tfili  tpiam  bv  Wrrt  in  Irtaty;  uid  lf»oe,  tlM,  tb« 

of  riiuirity- 4r  tM  rtf Hire  thai  tat  ikettU  ftiUUk  lallu  tttrU  all  fir  fitHafii 

fatvr  a/ framr." — p.  xzUi, 

And  would  it  not  have  been  more  coDsistcot  with  our  dc 
lioa  of  Dcutraliiy  ? 

"  For  the  future,  he  instruciB  me  to  caltivate  the  Frencti  Rtp«Uic  «iit 
tMl,  bnt  wjthont  mj  nuieceaaiy  Alai ;  kix)  by  my  letter  to  the  Comttiuec, 
dnmndiDg  ■•  indemnity  for  ipalltlioiu,  «nd  a  »p«*l  of  ih*  rfecire*  n»p<p4- 
ing  the  eiccution  of  certun  articles  of  our  ir«ily  of  oonmercc  with  Fnvct,  bt 
objecli  that  I  had  yielded  kn  inlcrcit  it  wu  my  duty  to  seenie."— p.  zxiil. 


No  Feuoniai:  can  justify  the  meuute  ; — nor  no  circumsiucei 
warrant  Ait  relinquishment  of  our  rights. 

"  Upon  thii  occuioD  1  thought  proper,  in  reply  to  hii  Em  cbtirge,  u  l>y 
open,  more  fully  thsn  I  had  before  done,  tome  inithi,  u  which,  indeed.  I W 
before  only  gUiiced  :  particularly  the  li)[ht  in  which  uui  kdmiaUintiaa 
Tiewcd  by  the  Committee  upon  my  arrival," — p.  ixiii. 


n 


If  the  (acl  was  so,  the  reUting  thereof  ought  to  have  accoispa*, 
nied  the  discovery,  that  the  cffeci  might  h»ve  been  counteracud 
— These  after  and  [ime-servintt  relations  do  not  tell  well. 

"  It  would  be  painful  to  go  into  detaiU  on  thit  nhject ;  but  the  dreon- 
htancct  here  hinteil  will  make  it  ea>y  to  conceive  the  unfavorablt  ialotncct. 
tbal  inu^t  have  becu  drawn  reipcctin)'  the  temper  and  tiews  ol  our  miwanhltn- 
tion.— iw/f  iw  p.  xiiv. 

It  ha»  been  noted  already,  that  Mr.  Morris  was  appointed  miti-. 
itter  during  the  reign  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  years  before  hh 
conlincment.  flow  then  can  this  chai^  ^ipply  * — Aftenrard*, 
under  the  fluctuating  counsels  and  changes  which  succeeded, 
even  the  acuteness  and  wisdom  of  a  Monroe  might  have  erred. 
— But  the  principal  cause  of  their  objection  to  Mr.  Morris  was, 
that  he  claimed  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  and  restitution  for 
the  damages  we  had  sustained  by  the  violation  of  it,  witb  firmiKti 
and  perseverance ;  to  do  which  by  e^eeiis  as  well  as  worJt  was  sot 
tbeir  intentioD. 

"  I'o  eaprcM  lenliments  in  private,  which  it  waa  wished  ibould  not  I 
public,  appeared  to  me  a  drange  doctrine  to  be  avoned  by  the  ada 
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\tlL  a  fre«  people  ;  upocully  u  li  wu  known  thai  the  lentiraenit,  tbuft  «x- 
■d,  w<n  la  hinnany  with  IhoM  o(  the  pcopk,  end  wiih  thoM  publidj 
ud  fcinBilly  exp><n«d  by  the  rcprdcaiativct  o(  ibc  p«cfil«^" — pi.  xxr. 

The  great  and  prinuiry  object  of  the  adroinittntion  was  to 
preserve  the  U.  S,  in  p«ace.  by  piiisuing  a  conduct  siriclly 
neutral.— It  was  noi  nscntul,  then,  knowing  beforehand  with 
what  eclat  the  reception  was  to  be,  lo  make  a  parade  of  scnlU 
nenlK,  however  strongly  they  might  be  felt,  and  however  pleasing 
to  one  nation,  which  might  create  unpleanani  feelings  in  other 
nations,  with  whom  we  were  aUo  in  peace,  and  wished  to  re- 
sain  so. 


I 


"  Wdl  Mliificil  I  an,  ihal  Franor  declined  taking  ihem  fthc  Flondai]  in 
bcT  tr««iy  with  Spain,  which  loao  (oHowed,  fiont  i  (ear  ii  inisht  weaken  bcr 
fioanadon  with  the  Untied  Stita." — p.  aivii. 

Guess  work  this,  and  not  at  all  probable  from  that  motive. 

**  Had  that  treaty,  Itien.  never  pane<l.  nod  had  we  >Iw  otherwise  ptewtvcd 
t)K  ground  spon  which  we  itood  wiih  that  ntiion  in  the  conimencemenl  of  it* 
rcTolMloa,  what  Dlfht  we  not  have  txpecicd  from  iii  (riendihip  ?" — p.  xxtd. 

I     Nothing ;  if  she  did  not  perceive  some  advantage  to  herself  in 
granting  it. 

"  The  prospect  therefore  of  nicccu  in  that  impanant  concern  wai  now  aa 
htr  aa  it  could  be." — p.  Lxvii. 

This  would  all  have  been  ascribed  to  France,  if  that  govern- 
ment bad  bad  the  least  agency  in  the  negotiation. 

"  Mr.  ni>ck»ey  wax  awai«  of  the  benefit  tvhicb  would  be  derived  from  (uch 
ltd  ;  bni  yd  ilid  not  consider  hiinielf  ai  liberty  to  obiaio  it  by  thiiwing  a  copy 
of  Mr.  J  ay 't  treaty,  which  1  inlimatcd  ntii'hl  be  nenanry  completely  to  remore 
Ac  doabt*.  tbat  wert  enlenalned  in  thai  rcipcCT,  atid  therefore  deemed  It 
nod  tiulabk  to  tay  nolhing  to  the  Conimillee  upon  the  tubjcct  ol  hlk  miuion." 
—p.  xzviii. 

Here  again  is  another  attempt  to  possess  the  French  govern- 
nent  of  the  treaty  before  the  ratilicaiion, — and  after  repeated 
dectaration  of  the  imptoprieiy  of  the  mcatnte. 
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"  Ii  would  at  l«mtt  hivp  peailf  embamnrd  Ihe  admiaUtnlica  to  exfliiB 
the  caaK  of  locb  a  phenomenon  to  iu  cndil ;  nocwiihsuiiduig  the  tdvutigc 
Ibereliy  ([Jiined  lo  (he  public." — |i.  axvtli. 

Indeed  \    When  his  instructions  Tcquired  him  to  ask  it! 

'*  By  lh««e  lelten  li  ippcxrcii,  thai  Mt.  Jay  hail  concluded  •  treaty 
Mhci  principle).  Ilian  tbiiM  to  u-hich  hii  p^ircn  ivBn  teitricted.  Utah 
from  my  initiuctions,  and.  of  oounc,  thai  ibe  natntc  and  object  of  hii  ntinka 
lo  Englanil  had  been  mlficpreaciiletl,  through  mc,  lo  ihc  t'rMiidi  govcrnAtH.' 
— p,  axn. 

The  instructions  warranted  no  such  conclusion,  not  coold  tht 
government  be  responsible  for  his  want  of  discernment,  ind  co^ 
sequent  misie presentations. 

"  Thai  the  adminialtalion  had  Injund  mc,  wa«  a  patni  upon  which  I  hul  i 
doubt :  that  il  hail  likcwiM  vomprooibod  Hs  own  credit,  anil  viib  it  iha  of  I 
United  Stales,  ssa^  also  a  inith  equally  obvioni  lo  my  niiod." — p.  xu. 

But  not  so  in  either  east  to  an  imjiartial  and  dtscrimiDiiliDg 
mind.  \_Lmter  on  fAe  fage.]  Curious  and  laughable  to  faeac^ 
man  under  his  circumsunces  talking  seriously  in  this  stile,  vhcQ 
his  recall  was  a  second  death  to  him. 

"  I  auured  bim.  however,  that  I  ibould  continne  lo  cndcairor  lo  Istpiiel 
Fmich  government  with  a  coolideiic«,  ritbor  Ihat  Ihc  licmty  contained  nothinf 
impropct,  ot  would  not  be  imti5ed  in  cate  ii  did." — p.  xxxi. 

Solicitous  always  lo  get  hold  of  the  treaty  prematurely  for 
use  of  the  French  government,  he  omits  no  opi>ortunity  of  a- 
pressing  his  chagrin  for  his  di^apjiointmcnt ;  and  would  havt 
¥risbed  to  see  the  Executive  ol  Ihc  United  States  as  indisctceti 
forward  as  himself  in  promulgating  it,  before  it  had  been  su 
mitted  to  the  Senate,  How  can  he  reconcile  this  conduct  to  i 
practice  of  the  French  government  ?  Can  he  produce  an  iDStaiic^ 
of  its  making  a  treaty  public  before  it  was  ratified  ?  If  not, ' 
has  he  pressed  it  on  his  own  ?  Could  secrecy,  in  matters  of 
sort,  be  proper  in  lhat  government,  and  improper  in  ours? 

"  At  the  moment,  however,  when  Mr.  Barlow  wat  vpon  tlw  point  of      _ 
kaikin£  wiih  our  prcienii.  &c.,  intellifience  wai  received  that  a  Mr.  Donili 
■on.  whom  Colonel  Ilumphreyii  had  left  at  Alicanf  with  a  cumlltiaaalj 


I 
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bui  in  tbc  eipccutiaa  thit  fa«  would  noi  procMil  in  the  buiinoa  till  he  h«ud 
turthcT  tnm  him,  lixl  pMtcil  ovci  to  Alcictt  ind  concluded  a  trealj  wilh  that 
n^eoej.  and  of  course  wtlhoul  l)ie  aiil  o[  FrinL-c  :  and  (hui  ended  out  applica* 
tloa  10  ihe  Pnach  gorcnuncnl  lot  iu  aid  in  nippoti  of  our  n«gal)ation»  with 
Ihotc  potrtn,  and  nculjr  In  ihetnme  minnei  >i  thai  did.  which  I  made  for  its 
aid  n  tnppon  ol  oiu  negotiation  wiib  Spain." — ^.  xaxii. 

Mr.  Donaldson  was  by  Colonel  Humphreys  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Alicaot,  and  act  according  to  circumstances.  A  favor* 
able  moment  occuircd,  xnd  he  was  advised,  by  persons  well 
acquainted  with  the  sutc  of  matters  at  Algiers  and  the  then 
policy  of  the  Dey.  lo  embrace  it.  He  did  so,  and  happit)-  suc- 
ceeded. But  not  in  the  way  most  -agreeable  to  Mr.  Monroe,  as  it 
was  effected  without  the  agency  of  the  French  ;  notwiihsianding 
that  agency,  according  to  ihe  advices  Donaldson  received,  would 
u  that  moment  have  been  injunous. 

"  FtOB  Ihii  pvriad  1  had  but  one  ol>i«ct  lo  attend  in.  the  prcicrvition  of  our 
■cnial  fooling  with  Fiance,  which  was.  mt  alieady  ihown,  ai  favorable  ai  we 
co«ld  wtih  h  lo  be."— p.  maii). 


Except  suspicions,  doubts,  and  the  bugbear  Ircaly,  which  were 
llways  at  hand,  and  brought  forward  when  our  claims  were 
pressed,  although  the  contents  of  that  treaty  were  unknown,  and 
assurances  were  given  that  their  rights*  were  saved. 

I     "  By  mc  it  wai  nevn  introduced  ;  for,  at  I  hod  no  new  communicatioit  to 

^■akc  loihe  Commiitco  upon  it,  whereby  to  roiovc  the  wtpicion*  that  were 

eAtertaiaed  of  hi  conientt.  and  any  allutioo  to  il  in  that  *tate  could  of  course 

only  kcrve  lo  revive  unpleaunl  lenMlions  to  our  diiadvaniage,  I  thought  it 

moil  eligibte  to  kerp  it  uul  ol  view." — p.  xiiiil. 

That  is  one  of  the  material  charges  against  him  ;  for,  altho 
he  had  himself  given  information  of  (he  suspicions,  doubts,  and 
dtscoatcDtment,  as  above  racniioned,  and  was  possessed  of  the 
sentiments  of  his  government  relative  thereto,  with  the  intenlioii 
to  remove  them,  he  keeps  these  out  of  view  until  he  is  informed 
thsi  the  Directory  have  made  tip  their  mind  upon  the  subject, 

^H  "  It  waa  ioon  obviou»  that  Ihii  agcgiewion  ol  Great  Britain  upon  the  righu 
^Fcf  neMnl  natka*,  bdac  ma^lc  u-ilh  ilie  intent  loincteaMlhedUueuof  famine 
^^jU^  waa  ihcn  nging  al  Paria,  and  thereby  promote  the  diiordcn  which  were 
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In  pan  aiinlmUhle  !o  ihii  c*um.  exciied  a  lermoit  1»  lb*  Freocli  cmnci 
which  wu  ttot  puiritci]  i^ii:i»t  GcMt  Brilain  aloae." — pp.  xxxiii.,  kuii. 

The  conduct  of  Great  Britxin  in  this  instance  n-as  extreiaclf 
reprehensible,  and  was  one  of  the  motives  for  sending  an  cum 
to  that  country  ;  but  it  was  no  jusiiRcation  of  the  wrong  irt  re- 
-ccivcd  fioiD  France,  with  whom  wc  had  a  treaty  that  was  infracted 
by  the  measure. 


"  AtMMI  the  nildillc  of  Aaptt,  tjvj,  AiMricn  giicttei  were  recetrcd  v 
Puu.  conlaining  copici  »f  the  EogUih  ITMty,  wbcntijr  iu  conicnu  *n«  ntfk 
known  to  the  comnutlM  of  public  Mfetj  •rithoat  my  >M.  FroM  Uu*  poiod. 
tli«r«fuie,  all  in]rfi(ei7  upon  that  wbjctt  wu  at  an  end.  The  poacnioa  tl  Iht 
treat)'  cciLblcil  ih«  French  goTeronMnt  to  jodge  foe  iiielt  upoa  all  tki  pflku 
which  li  involved.  Nor  wai  tbe  eAeci  which  tl  prodactd  an  eqaivocnl  oat :  let 
there  did  not  appear  to  mc  to  be  a  dcKriplioB  of  person*,  not  in  ibc  tntcml  <f 
-tbe  coalcKed  poiveri,  who  did  not  openly  and  aeverelj  cemiu*  ii." — p.  uiit. 

They  were  predetermined  to  do  so,  and  took  the  tone  from 
their  panisans  on  ibis  side  of  the  water. 


« 


A 


"  But  ail  yet  ii  wm  not  known  thai  ihe  treatf  wta  rail6«d.  nor  cettaiii 
would  be.  tor  iLo  ijiontaneout  and  almutt  nuirenal  ditapprabttioo  ihat 
be*towed  npon  it  thioughoai  tbe  United  State*,  m  toon  ai  ji  wa*  *cm.  *" 
aullicleni  ai  lean  10  inspire  a  doubl  on  that  point." — p.  axiv. 

He  should  have  said,  b(fert  it  was  seen,  for  it  is  a  well-koowD 
fact,  that  the  opposition  from  the  French  party  in  Ihe  tJniiH 
States  began,  and  writing  commenced  against  it,  as  soon  as  11 
was  known  that  the  treaty  had  been  concluded,  and  before  one 
article  therein  was  known  to  thou  writers.  No  more  cvideni 
proof,  thcrijfore,  can  be  given,  that  it  was  not  the  tontmU  of 
the  treaty,  but  that  a  treaty  should  be  formed,  which,  pattmi; 
sn  end  to  the  disputes  between  Ihe  United  Slates  and  Greii 
Britain,  put  an  end  also  to  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  onf, 
embarking  in  the  war  on  the  part  of  France. — This,  and 
only,  was  the  source  of  all  the  discontents,  which  hare  ipf 
on  this  occasion. 

"  The  appeaianee  o(  the  treaty  exdled  Ihe  general  dl^giul  of  Fmmap>H> 
the  American  gi>vernme<il.  which  wa^  now  diminiahad  bj  the  oppotitioa  fh 
tbe  American  people  made  to  the  treaqr." — pp.  wn*.,  %axn. 
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Who  were  ihe  contrivers  of  this  dUgust,  and  for  irhai  purposes 
was  it  excited  ?  I-et  the  French  i)arty  in  the  United  Staler,  and 
the  British  debtors  therein,  answer  the  question. 

"  OodcT  oiMing  circnnniancet  It  would  not  only  be  ncceusn'  for  '^  xliatit* 

rUntion  (a  Bvail  itielf  of  some  well  pronoanced  chiractet  in  icgard  to  the 

fNM  qDctuoD  which  now  agiialei  the  world,  lo  whoK  ore  ihe  negotttilon 

ihould  b«  commltlciJ,  l>iit  tbttt  in  nihcc  retpectt  rxUaurtHnarr  ciiL'umtpuctioo 

dwaM  be  vmA  in  the  pruiecutioa  o(  the  neiioliatian  itself." — p.  nuvii. 

The  reader  will  be  at  no  loss  to  discover  who  is  here  pointed 
at,  nor  for  what  purpose  it  is  done. 

"The  telt«T  of  Jtin«  ist  contained  >  juttilication  o(  the  cnitdact  of  lli« 
•dailnlilnlloa  in  formini;  >  cummeiciil  treaty  with  tircat  Britain  >i  that 
perKxi ;  md  liVnrise  •  vindii'aiion  of  the  admin tslration  agaiiul  the  charge  oJ 
a  want  o(  candor  <which  iMmcd  (□  be  apptchcnded)  in  the  explanaiious  that 
were  gtren  by  ii  of  the  motive*  of  thai  mlaiion  ;  in  whicli  the  id(«  of  a  com- 
■CTcial  power  imti  alwayi  withheld." — p.  xxivii. 

This  never  would  nor  could  have  been  a^prtkenJtd,  had  it  not 
been  seen,  that  the  enemies  of  the  government  were  determined 
to  have  it  »o  conjiidered.  How  uilhheldi  Is  it  usual,  or  was  it 
necessary,  to  publish  to  the  world  all  the  points  on  which  the 
negotiation  was  to  turn  ?  His  own  conduct  evinces  how  in. 
discreet  it  would  have  been  to  have  intrusted  him  with  them. 

"  The  tettei  ul  July  ad  contained  advice,  that  the  treaty  wu  not  lallficd, 
aad  that  tlie  Ptciidcnt  wai  undecided  upon  Ihe  point  of  rati  (ica lion." — p. 


^ 


Upon  no  other  ground,  than  that  of  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  relative  to  the  Provision  Order,  so  called. 

"  It  wai  inferred  from  theae  ktten,  that,  when  that  of  June  ist  was  written, 
the  executtve  had  retolvcd  10  ratify  iho  treaty  in  caw  llie  Seiiale  approved  it, 
ud  that  ihe  hMitailon  which  iflerwardb  louk  place  proceeded  mote  from  the 
ibacfc.  which  the  general  diMppiobation  of  the  tteaty  by  the  people  eave  the 
admiouiration,  than  from  any  diiinclinalion  on  lu  own  |>ari  (<j  tliv  ralilicB. 
Hm."— p.  xuviii. 

A  mistake,  in  Me.    The  hesitation,  as  mentioned  on  the  other 

side,  proceeded  from  the  Provision  Order,  for  it  was  obvious  to 

least  discerning,  that  an  opposition  by  the  French  partjr  had 


I   ' 
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been  tmoIvmI  on  at  2II  events,  and  hxd  actually  conunfiiu 
before  a  single  article  of  the  treaty  was  known  ;  and  the  blaie, 
which  he  describes,  broke  out  before  it  was  possible  to  consider 
it,  or  a  huDdredth  pan  of  its  opposers  had  ever  read  iL 


ider  I 


*'  It  WM  likewiie  intcrrMl,  that  thftt  teittr  vu  vriltett  wiih  *  view  to  Iif 
fonadstlon  for  luch  kn  cT«ai.  in  tbc  npecuilon  th«  tMificktjoo  woa]d  piotnblf 
embroil  m  •ith  Fnnce."— p.  ixxvlii. 


It  was  well  conceived,  that  there  was  nothing  in  th« 
which  ortght  to  embroil  this  country  with  France. 

"  In  one  pirliciiUi'  the  content*  «f  lliit  letter  ftlh«ied  aw  pcnooallr.  by 
■ffirming  ihii  my  initractions  had  not  wamniml  the  cnnttnictioa  I  b«d  gireii 
them,  in  HpUimng,  m  I  \»&  doae,  tfa*  motrre*  of  Mr.  Jay't  miariri^  to 
den." — p.  sKxrii). 

And  affirmeti  it,  loo,  upon  solid  ground. 

"Of  the  (ymplom*  of  disMntCM,  wUcb  I  wJtnWHil,  I  ludbrfore 
freqaeol  intimalioo*." — p.  xl. 

True;  but  without  availing  himself  effectually  u he  ought] 
the  means,  with  which  he  was  furnished,  to  remove  it. 

"  Mr  "i*''  ***  10  concUi«t«  the  Freach  £DT<niineiil  towmrd*  the  iittj 
which  wii  now  ratified,  and  bom  ituiowtly  had  I  loolwl  to  the  1 
lot  the  mcani  of  doing  il." — p.  iliii. 


What  means  is  it  he  wanted  ?    Did  he  expect  to  be  aotbotiuii 
to  declare  that  the  government  was  in  an  error,  in  having  made 
a  trciiy  without  first  obtainin);  the  consent  of  France  ;  and  to 
ask  pardoo  for  not  having  submitted  Mr.  Jay's  instructioos 
the  terms  of  it  to  the  rulers  of  that   country   before  it 
ratified  ? 


Mat 

i  to     I 
and      I 


"  Act*  of  candor  when  perfoirmed,  if  acknowledsed  bjr  the  [larty  to  vhas 
the;  aie  Mtd  10  be  rendered,  ought  not  to  be  boaitcd  of  by  thote  who  peifciB 
(hem."— IV.  iliii. 

Why  not,  if  the  fact  tvat  admitted,  allow  the  American  goi'cia- 
meol  to  adopt  sotif  of  the  a/Apcrfcct  maxims  of  the  Freoc!)' 
It  will  not  be  denied,  that,  to  boast  of  what  ihey  do,  and  ertsi 
wh^t  they  do  doi  do,  is  one  of  ihcm. 
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IpJuil  it  pta\^»i»  to  ontlcc,  ind  tn  f*ct  nolicn,  onl;  one  aKiclc,  the 
ihh,  and  in  •«  dMUg,  Bdmiu  in  eSocl  %\\  ■))«  olijecliaiui  iliat  were  iu(«d 
iMt  it."— p.  iliiL 


*-■ 


I 


This  is  denied  ;  vre  could  not  yield  a  thing  of  which  we  were 
Dever  posseued,  and  which  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  obtain  ; 
Dor  was  there  any  permission  given,  that  the  British  did  not 
claim  and  exercise  before  under  the  law  of  nations. 

"  WoaM  Ihc  ■dminiil ration,  in  ■  (leminJ  of  piiymeni  (or  ihosr  sfimm, 
which  look  plaN  after  the  treaty  wat  concluded,  distinguish  the  cam.  uid 
confine  (lu*  denunil  to  such  vetielt  *i  were  taken  in  their  route  Toablocludcd 
port.  laying.  *  For  IhCM  only  will  we  be  paid,  hul  (or  the  olheri,  comprthcnd- 
ii){  pertupi  niaety.nine  oat  of  a  huniiieid.  we  will  not  : '  and  thut  revive  the 
coDtrcrrcrty.  which  it  wu  said  was  Ihiu  amicably  closed  ?  Thii,  it  It  pt*. 
lUBcd,  wuuld  not  be  done." — p.  xJiv. 

Did  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  surrender  any  right,  of  which 
the  United  States  had  been  in  possession  ?  Did  it  make  any 
change  or  alteration  in  the  law  of  nations,  under  which  Great 
Britain  had  acted  in  defiance  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe?  Or 
did  it  give  her  any  authority  to  seize  provision  vessels  contrary 
to  that  law  ?  If  none  of  these,  why  all  this  farrago,  but  to  sow 
I  the  seeds  of  discontent  by  imposing  upon  the  uninformed  ? 

"  With  respect  to  the  decliration.  that  we  wne  an  indrpatdial  fteplt,  and 
'i»A%rxght  la  diiide /fr  euritlvis,  &K..v>o{Kta  repeated.  1  <lid  not  perceive 
how  it  applied  ai  the  time ;  there  had  been  no  que»tian  on  that  point  thai  I 
^kaew  of." — p.  kIv. 

r  None  are  more  dull,  than  those  who  will  not  perceive.  If 
there  was  no  question  of  this  sort,  whence  proceeded  the  discon- 
tents before  the  treaty  was  promulgated,  and  after  repeated 
assurances  had  been  given,  that  nothing  contained  in  it  infracted 
our  engagements  with  that  country  ? 

"  France  hod  attempted  to  impose  on  u>  no  condition*  ;  hod  aitlicd  of  ua  no 
laron  ;  on  the  cocitmry  liad  »liown  ■  diapotition  to  render  us  many  ;  under 
wbidb  circuDutancei  we  had  made  a  treaty  with  Britain." — p.  xlv. 

There  the  shoe  pinches,  This  treaty  defeated  all  hope  of 
embarking  this  country  in  the  war  on  the  part  of  France,  and 
became  a  death-warrant  to  its  hopes.     She  was  liberal  in  promises, 


^ 
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but  what  has  &he  done  >    PromUiog  and  perfonning  are  two 
dutinct  things. 

"  To  Kcandk  France  to  that  tnMy,  I  cspMtcd  10  b**«  been  aaihoriud  M 
■xplain  10  bcr  goveniincnl  how  Ion)[  the  cosimcrdal  pan  vat  to  moain  id 
force:  loataic  it  (onnally,  tliat  wc  wcic  rodj  to  cnier  itiioa  new  commerdil 
trckty  with  her,  uid  upon  what  principka,  to  be  commenced  eitbet  in  Parii  a 
FhiladcJphia.  In  which  expecialion.  aod  irilh  a  *iev  lo  ibe  evcal  of  a  ratifica- 
tion. I  hail  told  llie  atiminiamiion,  when  I  adiitixl  it  of  lh«  ill  effect  the  tmlj. 
whose  contenti  were  then  kaown.  bad  prodnced.  that  i  ahonld  await  iti  ordtn 
without  an7  the  slishtnt  compraantmenl  cither  ol  It  or  mpelf." — p.  ilv. 

What  obligation  was  llierc  on  us,  if  indcfxnidenl,  to  account  10 
«  foreign  nation  for  the  proceedings  of  our  own  govemln(^nt ;  and 
why  prtis  upon  France  a  wish  to  enter  into  a  new  commcrtial 
treaty,  when  our  readiness  to  do  so  (as  be  knew  frcnn  ofBciil 
correspondence)  had  been  decbred  at  different  limes  and  is 
various  ways  ?     Was  this  the  way  to  obtain  one  on  gtx>d  terms? 

"But  It  wai^  mjr  duty  to  anawer  thit  Idler,  which  I  did  witboul  a  comnent : 
foe  it  w»a  improper  (or  vie  10  c«n*ur«,  and  n«dM*  to  wlTise." — p.  ■Crn. 

When  a  rational  answer  and  good  reason  cannot  be  given, 
is  not  unusual  to  be  silent. 

"  I  ahowed,  it  ia  true,  no  mark  of  undue  condetcenMOn  to  that  j^ovetaiDc 
— p.  alvi. 

Few  will  be  of  this  opinion,  who  read  this  book. 

"Those  conaidcraiioHK  appeared  tn  me  to  be  to  Mroof:  and  piMring.  thit! 
coDclodcd,  as  soon  ai  thejr  were  brought  to  the  riew  of  the  odmiiuitntion.  he 
[Mi.  Putshj  would  be  removed,  and  of  coutM  that  the  nconuc  waa  already 
taken.  Ill  which  ci[icciation  I  antwcieil  the  miniain  polllelr,  iMismtin); iIki 
J  should  cum  m  u  III  en  I  c  I<>  our  goi-crn  ment  the  lequcBI  of  his  in  tbat  retpect,  dM 
doubling  thai  it  would  be  readily  cotnplied  with." — p.  xlrii. 


Upon  the  lirst  intimation  of  misconduct  in  Mr.  Parish, 
inquiry  into  it  was  instituted;  but  Mr.  Monroe,  as  it  was  tbe 
wish  of  the  French  government,  would  have  had  him  dischitg;td 
without  a  hearing.  But  when  another  consul  of  the  Unitnl 
States  was  as  highly  charged  with  acts  equally  repugnant  to 
neutrality,  (in  favor  of  France,)  he  could  find  ootbing  train  i 
his  conduct. 
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"  The  nhicqueot  matiRgeineni  of  ihc  *l!ur  upon  tbc  appliurion  of  the 
Frmcli  covcinmcnl  thowed,  thiti  the  inciilenl  liecame  ralhet  i  taa»e  of  irhti- 
tion,  thin  of  conciliilioii  with  thai  pnvmni<inl :  nulwilhilsnJing  [Iiv  nidenl 
tmpolicjr  of  Hch  >  proccdoK  ni  the  lime,  oo  account  of  the  criiU  to  which  we 
«*re  biought.  Fat.  ikllhaugh  ihe  xlmtitiRTatioii  (not  being[  able  lo  raUt  th< 
ofcjcclioni  to  hh  continiuiicc)  ili<1  \tmait  him.  yet  il  wat  don<  in  •  nuintiar  to 
u  to  shov  the  French  government  ii  wat  not  done  in  compliucc  with  it* 
lequcst." — p.  xlvii. 

A  candid  explanation  of  a  motive  is  here  deemed  a  cause  for 
irritation,  notwithstanding  the  request  is  complied  with. 


"  MiKh,  loo,  wuMid  In  ihii  xitJtYU  of  tlie  ailvimai^of  our»uci»ntno(1*tion 
with  Britain,  a*  Ukeviie  of  the  favorable  diipoiicion  of  ihai  powet  toward* 
■I,  wlllMat  tlte  slighleil  attention  being  ibown  lo  Ihe  French  Republic" — p. 

To  state  facts  for  the  infonnalion  of  Congress,  and  not  lo 
write  ciilogiuin^  on  the  French  nation  and  conduct,  was  the 
object  of  ibe  then  President.  If  Mr.  Monroe  should  ever  fill 
the  chair  of  government,  he  may  (and  it  is  presumed  he  would 
be  well  enoufth  disposed)  let  the  French  minister  fratne  hit 
speeches. 

'•  Unlcu  indeed  it  wat.  referred  (o  in  the  picture  of  dlili«»  above  noticed. 
M  wa*  inlcrre'l  by  the  French  governinenl,  at  1  undenlood  f rum  pjoil  aulhoriijr 
■t  the  time." — p.  xlviii. 


If  the  cap  did  not  fit,  why  put  it  on  F 

"  In  Ihe  courMt  of  ihe  year  I79S,  Ihc  French  government  had  repealed,  at 
already  shown.  aU  the  ilecfeci  which  were  pas«d  during  Ihe  mi»ioii  *(  Mr. 
Morrit.  under  which  our  trade  had  been  haratscd." — p.  xlvlii. 

But  has  our  suffering  commerce  received  any  compensation  ? 
And  why  w^s  not  this  urged  with  Rrmncss,  agreeably  to  his 
instructions  ? 

•■  Vet  none  of  ihete  acl»,  or  of  the  disposition  which  produced  Iheni,  were 
even  glanced  al  in  Ihe  President's  addieis  to  Congreii ;  although  it  wa<  to  be 
inferred,  such  noiice  would  have  produced  ■  good  effect,  and  although  il  wu 
then  ai  juit  at  it  wat  politic  10  nolice  ihein." — p.  xlvili. 

What !  Declare  to  the  world  in  a  public  siieech,  that  we  were 
going  to  treat  with  this  and  that  nation,  and  that  France  was  lo 
assist  us  I     Insanity  in  the  extreme  I 
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"  Tbit  condDcl  in  tbe  wliiiiiiutnlioo  wit>  the  more  riirxmJiiBiij.  Iioa  (k( 
conilderation  lb«i  ihwc  deenm,  by  wbute  ■ulhohly  our  track  n-u  buMKJ, 
with  the  huainD«n(  iticlf,  had  been  innouiKcd  in  (otiiicr  coraraoDicaliaM  m 
tbc  CoDgrca,  nh«D  the  Btituh  depredBtions  vere  tnaounecd-" — p.  xltni. 


Could  this  refusal  be  announced  before  it  was  known  ? 


"  Undet  nich  circunulanco,  it  mu  imiiMtiblc  toi  me  lo  mccc«1  in  wsrilK 
■ling  the  Ficiiirli  givvctnmcol  tomrdi  tbo  Britith  tieatf,  tii>c«  my  cBottiacn 
not  unlf  not  TCcondDd  in  that  leipccl  by  ooi  admiaixtratMn,  bat  ■btalBitlf 
countciicicd  by  it." — p.  xlvfii. 

In  what  respect  touniiracteil 

"  NcTCTtbeleM  I  conlioued  to  punue  the  uine  tine  of  eandud,  thai 
done  before,  b«tng  molved  not  to  r«l»z  in  my  vITorts,  bowarcr  unmci 
■Dii'ht  b«." — p.  xIviiL 

That  is  not  doubted  ;  but  for  what  purpose  were  they  exerted? 

"  The  uqiiil  of  my  mituon  ahibili  >n  inicrating  but  p«in(u]  (jicct^elt^  (be 
dUlingui thing  cliariclerutici  wherec-l  krc ;  (he  avowed  dccUon  d  tbe  Fnnd 
governnicnt  to  i>kc  tome  meaturc  inwaHi  uo  in  conteqacnceof  our  treaty  witb 
England,  >i  iUuilnitcd  by  many  euiinplet ;  with  my  eltoru  lu  prcnnt  mf 
•ach  tncahnre  lakln);  edect ;  «iid  tha  attack  toad*  on  mr  by  our  adininutnriaa, 
upon  pnttgtti  cqiuJly  nnjiut,  frirolon^  and  abmrd.." — p.  lUx. 


I 


An  iinpaitial  public  will  be  enabled,  from  his  own  chewing,  to 
decide,  more  correctly  than  he  has  done,  how  far  these  scnti 
mcDts  ate  Just. 


"  On  the  ijih  of  February,  I7g6.  I  called  an  the  miniuer  of  tocvi^  aftiin 
to  tlaic  to  him  ihe  <tistie&s  of  many  of  our  cltlicnt,  mvKbanii  at  Vuii,  oa 
■ccciuiil  of  llieit  elaimt  upon  the  French  government,  with  a  view  to  eogip 
hi*  aid  for  their  relief ;  but  wat  immediately  divencd  Irom  iliai  objcM  by 
infonniiion  which  be  gave  me,  thai  the  Directory  had  at  length  made  up  iei 
mind  how  lo  ai.(  in  regard  to  our  treaty  wilb  England :  whidh  it  ccjuidcted  » 
hating  anDiitled  our  irenly  of  alliance  vith  France,  from  tbc  period  cf  JB 
ntilication  :  and  had  appointed  or  intended  lo  appoint  an  envoy  cztraotdinuy, 
to  repair  lo  Philadelphia  to  remnaMtalc  againit  it ;  adding  tliat  he  wax  ordcnd 
to  tend  me  an  oOicial  note  upon  the  lubiect.  whidt  he  *hoald  acconlingl;  do." 
— p,  iili». 

It  not  suiting  the  French  government  to  pay,  (and  knovinj 
the  trim  of  our  minister)  the  British  treaty  or  tome  thing  cite, 
wu  always  played  off  to  silence  his  applications. 
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"  I  itlemlcil  him  again  on  lite  cUy  foilowln);,  anil  remonttTaled  most  cam- 
»tly  agiuDit  the  mcaiiure.  uipng  tyaf  arj^inenl  llial  I  could  avail  nijriielf  of 
10  dJTCft  the  government  from  it ;  oHeriDii  (o  enter  with  him,  whencicr  he 
ibovglK  fit.  into  a  ihhcuviinn  of  hit  objections  to  oui  trenly,  01  any  other  act  of 
out  B*>*<!")i»*Dl  :  aituring  bim.  thai  I  ihuuld  not  onlf  be  alwayit  rcndf  M 
citlet  villi  him  into  nich  CKpUnalioini.  but  in  the  prctenc  iuuiace  ihould  do  it 
vilh  pIcAHUTC.  Qnce,  by  being  poi>>eii«d  o[  our  view  of  the  subject,  they  would 
be  bellet  able  to  dvcliJe  whether  the  toinplaini  was  well  or  ill  fouoded.  and  o( 
counc  how  fat  it  merited  to  beconiidtred  in  thai  light," — p.  ilit 

Had  he  applied  the  means  in  time,  with  which  he  was  furnished, 
[nuttert  might  not  have  come  to  tlits. 

"  Upon  thn  occanon,  ai  upon  the  preceding  one,  the  mtnUlu  declined 
t  Hating  any  tpccilic  nbjectioni  in  the  treaty,  or  any  other  act  of  irur  govemntcnt, 
\  and  therefore  I  could  make  no  ipeciGc  defence." — p.  xlix. 

Declined  for  the  best  reason  in  the  world,  because  he  hftd 
none  that  would  bear  the  le&t  of  examination. 

"  A  turn  maty  of  thoM  complutttt  watptetentedmebythetainitteroftoreigii 
■flairs." — p.  1. 

And  is  there  a  candtd  and  well-iDformcd  man  to  be  met  with, 
who  will  carefully  compare  this  summary  of  complaints  with  our 
treaties  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  these  again  with  the 
1,-iw«  of  nations,  and  not  pronounce  them  the  moat  futile  that  can 
be  conceived  to  come  from  a  nation,  who  would  be  thought  to 
Bet  from  principles  of  independence  and  justice  7 

"  From  the  pcriml  of  my  audience  by   thu   Direclory,  and  niore  espcciallf 

r  itler  my  communication  with  the  minister  of  foreign  aifairi  was  handed  in.  1 

bad  frequent  conferences  wilh  leveral  of  the  membcra  of  the  Directory,  in 

■  which  1  labored  lu  prouioic  ihc  haine  olijeci.  and  at  one  tune,  at  1   ihoughl. 

^vilh  complete  mccei* :  being  informed  by  a  membei,  upon  one  of  thoie  occa> 

,  thai  the  Directory  had  done  nothing  lowaidt  uk  in  regard  In  Iti  com- 

nts,  and  he  pntiuntd  irould  nol." — p.  II. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  government  has  been  nothing  but 
a  diversified  scene  of  political  manoeuvres :  of  cajoling  and 
threatening  our  minister  by  turns.  At  one  time  it  promists,  and 
he  is  weak  and  vain  enough  to  conceive,  that  he  can  obtain  ai^ 
thing  from  it  ;  in  short,  that  he  f:an  turn  it  round  as  ea«y  as  a  top. 
.  At  aoother  time,  when  in  the  most  humiliating  stitc  he  asks  re- 
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dress  of  our  injuries,  and  the  falfilmcni  of  the  treaty,  then  some 
phanium  \i  raised,  which  renders  him  a  mute,  as  it  respects  that 
govemment,  and  he  charge*  the  failure  of  his  exertions  to  mis- 
conduct of  his  irufi,  although  he  can  produce  nothing  in  support 
of  it,  but  its  strict  observance  of  the  neutral  conduct  it  had 
adopted,  and  a  fixed  determination  not  to  be  drawn  into  the  war, 
which  has  been  his,  and  the  aim  of  France. 


"  Near  «e*Ri  moothi  hod  now  d«p(«d  drice  the  icinialer  o(  (oreigii 
communicated  to  ne  Ihe  dbcODient  of  the  Directory  pn  auoaM  <A  oar 
with  EngUnd.  and  iu  dcdkion  to  male  l!i«  mric  known  to  onr  gorcnuii' 
ui  eniojr  vitraonlinary,  to  be  d««[>aichcd  to  llie  Unilcil  Slatri ;  is  the  count 
of  which  time  I  had  not  received  x  tingle  Use  from  the  dep«rimcoi  of  *U)e 
(a  letter  o(  the  7th  of  January  eieepicd,  which  applieiJ  to  aimthcT  nbjectl. 
otihough   I  hail  ret^larly  infomieJ  it  of  every  iocideal  thsl   occurred,  mil 
alihongli  ihc  ciiut  v«t  ■  re«y  impocUnt  one,  requiring  the  prafonnd 
ol  the  admin  iMralion." — p.  111. 

Admit  no  letlvr  had  got  to  hand  in  the  lime  mentioned,  or 
even  that  none  had  been  written,  what,  more  than  had  been, 
could  be  said  to  refute  the  groundless  objections,  which  the 
French  government  had  exhibited  against  our  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  ?  Was  he  not  posses.sed,  (by  reiterated  communicaitons,) 
of  the  sentiments  of  his  own  govemment  on  all  the  point*  of 
controversy  ?  Was  it  neccssart-  to  repeat  these  again  and  again  ? 
Or  did  he  expect,  that  the  executive  would  declare  the  ircatjTj 
null  and  void? 


"  In  the  b«^niting  of  Xovember.  IJ96,  I  received  a  letter  troen  the! 
of  State  of  the  lad  of  Auguii.  anoouncing  my  recall  by  ibc   Trcudtnt  of  lb( 
United  :>lales.     In  lhl»  ti-ltcr,  the  Secretary  revert  me  (o<  th«  motives  of  thai 
mnsun  to  hit  former  letter  of  Ihe  ijlh  of  June,     He  sddi.  hoirevct.  in  tii' 
(hat  the  Preiident  wa*  furlber  conhrmed  in  the  propriety  of  that  measiic 
other  concurring  circuniitancei,  but  of  which  he  gave  noitciall." — p.  lu. 

His  own  reflections  might  have  furnished  him  with  these, 
one,  who  will  read  the  documents,  which  he  refers  to,  atteniivcl^ 
can  be  at  a  loss  for  them  ;  much  less  those  who  have  the  cvidfnc 
the  executive  had,  that  he  was  promoting  the  views  of  a  party  il 
his  own  country-,  that  were  obstructing  every  measure  of  the  a^ 
minislrattun,  and,  by  theii  attachment  to  France,  were  hurrying 
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ii  (if  not  with  design,  at  least  in  its  consequences,)  into  a  war 
with  Great  Britain  in  order  to  favor  France. 


I 


"  Id  h«T  [America'*]  foreign  rclalions  nnlhlng  i»  in  be  wen  but  the  waMc 
•Bd  pillage  a(  her  commerce,  anmeilmes  by  Kevi:r«1  pow«rv,  alwayi  \rj  waie 
one  pow«r ;  and  liltlr  lets  than  anarchy  ai  hume  :  (ot  ihe  Kcds  of  ditcootcol, 
JMloDty  and  disunion  have  liccn  Kittcied  ihrouehoul  these  Siniei.  in  the 
coiine  o(  few  jctrt  pa»I,  with  a  watteful  han^l.  Kjr  wlial  iiieant  then  wai  tllit 
•tale  uf  thiugt  producsd,  and  why  wai  it  produced  ?  " — pp.  lii..  liv. 

'      That  is  a  bold  assertion  !  and  no  compliment  to  the  other 
deparimenls  of  (he  government. 

"  It  ii  well  known,  that  the  executive  admin  lit  ration  ha»  heiclofoic  svidcd 
laD  oar  iBcatrutM ;  punning,  in  many  inttaoccri.  a  course  of  policy  equally  con- 
[truy  to  the  (niblic  feeling,  and  the  public  judgment."— p.  liv. 

The  instances  ought  to  have  been  en  time  rated. 

"Bdi,  by  this  attack  on  me.  a  new  tnplc  has  been  taiMd  for  ditcutaioD, 
which  tiM  drawn  the  jiiiUtic  .iTIrnliun  frum  the  conduct  of  the  adminiitration 
ilielf :  for.  in  coniequcnce.  the  only  (juulion  nnw  before  the  public  Mema  to 
be,  whether  I  have  merited  the  ccasuit  Ihuk  pronuuncrd  upon  me  by  the 
•dminittration,  or  hare  b«cn  dealt  hardly  by.  But  (bit  wat  «  mete  political 
Bian<euvT«,  intended  donbdeu  to  produce  that  effect." — p.  liv. 


Self-importance  appears  here 

"Whether  t  have  parformed  my  duty  to  my  country,  ai  I  ought  (ohat« 
doDc,  in  the  vaiioai,  contradictory,  and  cmbaitauing  situations,  in  which  I 
was  placed  by  the  admlnlatialion,  i&  a  point  upon  which  niy  country  will  detcT> 
mine,  by  the  facta  and  documents  submitted  to  it.  Upon  thii  point  I  fear  not 
(he  (emit." — p.  liv. 


Nor  does  the  administration,  for  the  same  reason, 
therefore  is  fairly  at  issue. 


The  matter 


"Norahould  I,  in  respect  tomytell.  add  a  word  to  the  light  wluch  thote 
I  docnmenti  contain,  being  willing  to  far  ai,  the  propriety  of  my  own  conduct  ii 
'  InTolved,  to  >>nbiiiit  the  point  to  the  judgment  of  my  countrymen,  upon  the 
documents  alone. " — p.  liv. 

Of  all  the  mistakes  he  has  made,  and  bold  assertions,  none 
'  stands  more  prominent  than  thi». 


"  Th«  Seaciirr  uldt.  it  u  tni«.  in  Iiii  UOtt  at  lb*  asd  ot  Aofnu  faU>o«l>|, 
that  th«ic  wci«  oihei  conconiog  oiKtuutanocK,  u'hich  coalitBi«<)  ilie  PreiaJtni 
(n  lh«  propricij  of  the  measure  lie  had  taken  towardK  ne ;  bat  thcac  be  didMt 
Itfn  communfcale,  dot  list  he  litiet.  thos^  called  on  lodoll;  norhaaht 
coouniuiicatcil  Mhet  lotimony  to  mpporl  the  choige  alreadjr  railed.' — p.  Ir. 

Neither  the  constitution,  nor  laws,  nor  usage,  renders  it  neces- 
sary (or  the  executive  to  assign  his  reasons.  It  is  bis  duly 
see  the  laws  (and  treaties  are  paramousi  to  all  others)  cxecuti 
and  the  interests  of  the  United  States  promoted.  If,  then,  an 
agent  of  his  appointment  is  found  incompetent,  remiss  in  bit 
duty,  or  pursuing  wrong  courses,  it  becomes  his  indispensable 
duty  to  remove  him  from  ofhce ;  otherwise  he  would  be  responsi- 
ble for  the  con.tequences.  Such  was  Mr.  Monroe  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  President  upon  trial  of  him. 

"Theie  seic  thu  only  tciien,  which  I   rccdTcd  frooi  the  de^anvcatt 
tiatc  on  thnt  mbject,  after  the  ireitj  nt  rabmitMd  lo  the  S«aat<  ;  et  iad* 
before,  ntcpl  tuch  ai  ihoned  the  flactnatjng  itate  oj  the  execatiTe 
reqiecllag  the  failficailon." — )>.  Ivi. 

The  executive  mind  never  flucttiated  for  a  moment  on  an) 
other  ground,  than  that  of  the  Provision  Order  of  Great  BritainjJ 
after  the  treaty  had  been  concluded  on. 

"  Th«  linl  dI  (heie  (acu,  it  Jt  true,  wai  not  them  knoirn  lo  the  Scckuit  , 
(or  at  ilic  object,   ii  (hat  timo  coDtemplaieil  liy   the  Camtniii**.    wat  aol 
puimed.  on  account  I  praam«  of  the  change  of  goreriuncnl  which  look  plan 
immediately  aflenrardi  in  France,  and  might  potsblj  never  be  revived,  I 
cUncd  menlloning  it  to  our  adminlhimtlon  from  motives  of  dclieacy  to 
i;o*eniinent( :  wiihing,  if  (o  be  avoided,  that  tiu  tuch  evidence  of  tbe 
lent  of  France  should  appear  in  tny  correspondence." — p.  Ivi. 

If  it  was  not  known,  on  what  ground  was  the  administralioc  lo 
have  formed  a  judgment  ?  Is  not  this  keeping  his  own  govern- 
ment uninfonned,  and  in  ignorance  of  facts  ;  and  of  cotin^ft 
neglect  of  duty  ? 

"  I  believe  no  inslance  cin  be  adduced  by  the  admlniitratioii  oi  anf  coan 
being  aiked  or  attentiun  ihown  on  iti  pari  to  ibc  eoiin>etto4  iboFicnck  i 
from  the  commenceinent  of  the  adminiiintion  lo  the  pretest  day,  mot  to  e1i< 
eonnMU  of  a  otinislei  of  ihai  nation  ;  one  Intlance  only  exeepted,  la  wblcb  I 
countel  was  aiikei),  but  immodialcty  rejected," — p.  Mi. 
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To  have  ukcd  counsel  would  have  lieen  improper.  Th« 
JTcfusal  3ltude<l  to  requires  explanation  ;  none  is  recollected. 

'  In  ttiOTt  be  Mcmi  to  hive  condudcil,  fiom  th«  moment  ihoM  letun  ir«n 
I  forwmrded  to  me.  thai  he  had  put  that  nation  under  my  core,  and,  if  I  did  not 
[  k«cp  it  JB  order,  thai  I  mctiied  ecitiuic." — p.  tvii. 

It  was  undoubtedly  supposed,  that  every  nation  would  be  gov- 

!  erned  by  itx  ov,-n  contracts  and   principles  of  juslice.     When, 

(hen,  they  departed  from  them,  and  a  representation  thereof  was 

made,  the  expectation  surely  was  not  unreasonable,  that  they 

would  do  what  was  incumbent  on  both. 

"  i  ihoU  only  obterve  npon  it,  that,  hid  I  been  called  on  for  a  proof  of  my 
•01*117  and  leiil  to  procrrc  ttanquiltily  between  the  tvo  counlriei,  I  thould 
bav*  iU|;cil  the  delay  of  the  Ficnch  soveriimcnl  10  cnniploin.  ctiDcontciilol  is  it 
wa,  SI  ■  moit  Mlitfactory  one.  Indeed  I  do  not  kno*.  before  the  |[Overo- 
mcnl  did  complain,  hov  I  could  produce  any  other." — p.  Iviii. 

How  does  this  accord  with  his  fre<juent  communications  of 
their  complaints,  on  which  the  letters  he  alludes  to  were  predi- 
cated ? 

"  My  effort!  produced  an  ellecl  for  a  certain  term  only." — p,  Iviii. 

What  effect  ?  Have  our  citizens  received  compensation  for 
the  injurious  spoliations  they  have  sustained  ?  Was  it  deemed 
a  boon  to  obtain  by  weak,  feeble,  and  suppliant  addresses,  a 
repeal  of  arrfu,  the  passing  of  which  was  a  violation  of  their 
treaty  with  us? 

"  A  HiilTicicni  one,  however,  to  hive  pertnlcted  the  idminltlratloQ  10  inlet* 
poae  and  at-ni.  me." — 1>.  Iviii. 

And  what  interposition  was  expected  from  the  administration? 
Did  he  expect  that  it  was  to  have  annulled  the  treaty,  ask  par- 
don for  havinfi;  made  it,  and  iDijuire  of  France  what  more  she 
required  ? 

"  The  voiirM  which  t  pursued  wia  1  pliln  one."'— p.  Ux. 

So  it  is  believed,  for  the  object  he  had  in  view,  but  not  for 
the  object  of  his  mission,  or  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  hU 
country. 
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"Vet  il  nxkoowo,  ihtl  the  Frciich  ^vcmownt  wu  jcaloiu  «(  tbeobjccl 
o(  ihe  miutoo.  vhUb  pnxluced  ihnt  trckly,  from  the  period  o(  iu  Booiiiunoii ; 
thai  <i  »i-i|>ceic(t  il>c  irniy  »-»  fuuniM  npcoi  principle*  iajariout  to  Ftina 
before  ilt  coBIcnii  were  K«ti :  uid  that  Umm  nupiciMW  w«t«  coofijitted  »hw 
tbcy  were  occtt." — p.  lU. 

Could  it  be  expected  by  France,  that  this  country  would  neg- 
lect its  own  interests  :  irould  suffer  all  the  evils  arising  (nearly) 
from  a  state  of  warfare,  without  any  effort  to  obtain  justice? 
And  this  too,  because,  as  she  might  msput,  we  were  doing  some- 
thing n-rong.  after  assurance  had  been  given  in  the  commence 
mcnt,  thai  her  rights  should  be  saved  ?  Why  has  France  expccte 
so  tniich  from  us  ?  Has  she  made  us  privy  to  any  of  her  act! 
and  doings  ?  Has  she  before,  or  after,  communicated  what  sb 
meant  to  do,  or  had  done,  in  treaties  ?  Tbo'  not  so  powerful, ' 
are  as  independent  as  France. 

"  ^Vhcther  I  conlribatcd  in  any  degree  lo  divcn  ibe  Presch  covemmcat 
(nim  opputirig  ihr  ntilicatiori  of  Ihat  treaty,  or  taking  ita  isaBMrei  after  lie 
trttity  wa»  nitilie<3,  I  wflt  noi  pretend  to  fliy."— p.  Hx. 

Il  is  believed  the  truth  here  «-ould  not  bear  to  be  told,  or  el* 
the  boasi  would  not  be  wanting. 

''Todelennin*  ttifilauer  point,  auine  attention  hcla*  to  the  cvndactoFt 
■dniniimtion  through  evety  stage  of  ihi>  European  coaitroveriy  :  (m 
whole  of  tH  condncl  forait  a  tyuem.  which  ought  to  be  taltea  to)^(hei, 
jiKlg<  cortMtly  ol  \\\  niotii««  in.  any  pitrilcular  cjuc." — p,  Is. 

Is  this  to  be  decided  by  assertion  or  official  documents  ? 
the  latter,  why  call  this  book,  "  A  View  0/  Ike  Conduct  of 
Exteutive  of  Ike  United  Stalet"  when  it  relates  only  to  the  eo^ 
respondence  with  him  ?  If  to  the  former,  is  it  lo  be  judged  of 
by  his  ignorant,  partial,  and  parly  representations  ? 


"  The  frr^l  It  tlic  appointment  of  a  penon  a*  niinUlvr  pleaipotcnliary 
France,  in  the  commeiiccment  of  the  Ftendi  Revolution,  n-ho  was  kaowato 
an  enemy  lo  that  revolution,  and  a  plrtitan  of  royally  ;  vhercliy  (he  nime  ui 
weight  of  Aiuerira  (no  ini'oii>iiiIcr«)i1c  tbiog  at  thai  time  in   ihal  mpecl)  ■» 
throvin  into  the  icale  afkingi.agaJnit  that  of  the  people  and  of  libeny."— pub. 

Was  not  France  (as  has  been  obsened  before)  at  the  time,  aad 
long  after  Mr.  Morris's  appointment,  a  monarchy?     Whawv«_ 
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[may  have  b«en  his  poHtical  sentiments,  he  pursued  steadily  (he 
[honor  and  interest  of  his  country  with  (est  and  ability,  and  with 
Ircspcctftil  firmness  asscncd  its  rights.  Had  Mr  Monroe  done 
[the  same,  we  should  not  have  been  in  the  situation  wc  now 
i»re.  Observe  how  irreconcilable  this  is  with  the  declaration  of 
[the  committee  of  safety  at  the  time  of  his  reception.    See  page 


I 


"  Pomlh,  my  ippotniment  la  tlie  French  icpablk." — p.  U. 

And  an  unfortunate  one  it  was. 

"  It  lieinj;  known  ih.il,  vllh  oihrr  nxinbert  of  tbr  Scuale.  I  hmd  oppoMd  in 

puny  insuactt  the  mraiiirn  of  ihc  adniinii (ration,  p^iticuUrly  in  thai  of  the 

oussion  ol  Mr.  Murrii  to  Frvincc.  and  of   Mi.  Jay  lo    l^nilon  ;   from   ihe 

apprehcnuon  ihusc  miiuiuiiik  wuulU  pioducr.  in  our  (oivign  r«laiioD».  pieciwly 

I  the  ill  effect  they  did  produce." — pp.  Ix,,  Ixi. 

Unpardonable  to  appoint  these  men  to  office,  although   of 
acknowledged  first-rate  abilities,   when    they  were  of    different 
political  sentiments  from    Mr.  Monroe,  whose  judgment,  one 
I  would  presume,  must  be  infallible. 

"  The  instniirliont  Ihac  weie  pren  me.  In  eiplain  to  the  French  government 
the  motives  o[  Mr.  Jiy'i  minion  lo  London,  nol  u  an  ncl  of  condetccuion  on 
our  piul,  Ml  Ihc  demand  of  the  I-'ccnih  (juvrrnment.  tiut  iil  policy,  le  frmluct 
trtufuilHly  and  give  mtUfaetitn.  whilst  the  negotiation  was  depending ;  by 
wUcb  initractiani.  if  the  existence  of  a  powci  In  Conn  ■  commercial  treaty  was 
BM  pocllJTely  denieil,  jrei  r/ was  wilhhelil,  »nd  thi  cunlnty  evidently  implied." 

None  but  a  person  incompetent  to  judge,  or  blinded  by  party 
views,  could  have  misconstrued  as  he  did.  But  had  France  a 
ri|[ht  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  private  instructions  of  our 
ministers  ? 

"  The  alrong  documenii.  that  nere  put  in  my  pnucssion  at  ihii  perJnd,  by 
ibe  adminidiMion,  uf  ilt  aiutchmciil  lo  France  and  the  French  Revolution ;  to 
diSerent  from  any  thing  before  exprcued." — p.  Ixi. 

From  which  he  has  exhibited  nothing  but  unfoundedusertJons 
to  prove  a  departure,  but  the  contrary,  from  his  references. 

'  Tbete  references  are  lo  Monroe't  volume. 
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"  Tk*  raMnlBcttt  diara  bf  ibt  *(lnloliintioii  on  accoan*  oi  ibc  pnbBati 
oJ  ihoM  docimeatt :  it  lM*ingbeen  intended  ibBjr  ihonkl  frsdmct  tMri 
at  tkt  tame  timt,  isd  yet  be  kept  utrtt."-~p.  hi. 

Because  it  was  as  unnccessaty,  as  it  was  imt>olitic,  to  mate  • 
parade  of  them. 

"  The  approbition  l)eUo«cd  on  m«  by  lli«  aifaalaijIntioR  Mbco  I  a*di 
vehement  pceMurei  en  (he  French  gcncntment  lot  a  repeal  or  iti  devrm.  nndtt 
wUch  oat  coBMcrce  wax  boruKd.  ethibRtRK  a  pidscc  of  iti  tpolutloan,  &c. : 
tad  lb*  profound  tlknce  and  iatllmlion  of  the  admlnbtralioa,  whea  ihmt 
deems  were  repealed,  and  a  disposition  ibown  by  thai  goreniaaat  lo  auiit 
in  othitr  caie*." — p.  UL 


No  vehetnent  exprc^tions  irere  ever  used.  But,  supposing 
is  it  singular  to  commend  a  person  for  doing  his  duty  ?  Did  t^i 
coinplpng  with  a  demand  of  justice  require  it,  when  our  righB 
had  been  outrageously  violated  bjr  a  departure  from  it  >  The 
offer  of  aid  to  promote  our  views  with  Spain  and  Algiers  was 
friendly,  and,  i(  any  benefit  had  beeo  derived  frotn  it,  thanb 
would  have  followed. 


I 


"The  power  sivcn  (o  Mr.  Jay  to  torn  a  commercial  (nsty  with  Ei 
ia  the  inidM  of  a  war.  by  a  special  minion,  at  •  lime  wliett  no  suh  kdvi 
wu  made  to  lrt«i  on  that  i.uh]ect  wiih  France,  and  bcr  advance*  at  bcu  atHj 
received." — p.  Iii. 

The  first  we  had  a  right  to  do.  and  the  second  is  denied  ;  I 
advances  had  been  made  repeatedly. 


"  The  witholding  fiom  me  the  content!  of  that  treaty  until  after  the 
■Df  of  the  Senate  :  notwithstAnding  the  cmbunusMcnt  to  whkli   [  wa*  in 
i»te«lo)  pcnonally  npowd.  in  conwijiictioe  i)f  the  ciplaiMtioni  I  had  b«fi 
given  \a  the  Fitnchj^vrrnnicnt,  by  order  of  the  ndminiii ration,  ot  ibenMnO 
of  the  miHiou  vhich  jiroduccd  it ;  which  depoitinent  piovc«  dearly,  ikai  lb 
■dminialratjon  did  not  deal  fairly  with  one  from  the  comineDCeBient." — p.  ki' 

None  but  .1  party  man,  lost  to  all  sense  of  propriety,  would 
have  asked  such  a  thing,  and  no  other  would  have  brought  bin 
self  into  such  a  predicament. 

"  The  Kubmiuion  of  the  treaty  to  M.  Adei  after  the  advice  of  the 
befoee  the  ntillcalion  of  the  Prctiitent ;  at  a  lime  when,  a*  it  appetn  by  win' 
fftclory  document*,  It  wm  tctnlvcd  (o  mify  it ;  which  tiibniuiaM  tkcnUn 
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WW  probably  not  made  la  obtain  M.  Adct'i  «oansel.  in  which  lighl  it  would 
have  been  irapropcc,  etpeciolty  ai  il  had  been  withheld  (com  hit  government  ; 
bat  to  rc|>cl  an  objection  to  tb<  caaclor  of  tht  adminislislion,  in  ita  conduct  id 
prec«diii£  ttagt«." — pp.  Ixi.,  Ixii. 

And  wbai  motive  could  be  more  candid  or  laudable,  or  be  a 
iger  argument  o(  the  executive  belief  of  its  fairness  towards 
LDce?    To  atk  M.   Adct's  advice  would  have  been  strange 
indeed. 


■     An 

[pill 

^  Fnni 

r 


"Tbc  chancier  of  lh«  Irctty  iltelf,  br  which  (accordinf;  to  (he  adniniatra- 
tioo)  we  hare  departed  from  the  modem  rule  of  contraband,  with  reapccl  %a 
Bianj  article!  maile  (ice  by  modem  lrc*lle«." — p.  Ixii. 

The  Ileal)'  in  this  respect  leaves  things  precisely  upoit  the 
footing  they  were  before,  with  an  explanation  favorable  to  the 
United  States,  and  not  injurious  to  France. 

"Tbe  conduct  of  (he  adminiilralion  after  th«  ratification  of  the  treaty,  bein^ 
in  all  case*  irritable  towatdt  France." — p.  Ixii. 

In  what  instances  irritable  ?  Upon  a  Just  interpretation  it 
could  not  offend  France.  But  it  was  known  at  the  same  time, 
that  there  were  the  most  unjustifiable  means  used  to  make  it 
have  Ibis  eSeci. 

"  I  should  not  notice  my  recall,  being  in  it«elt  a  circumstance  too  trivial  to 

merit  attenlion,  if  it  were  not  for  the  itnle  in  which  our  aRiin  were  In  my 

hand],  when  raj  recall  «st  deciiJcd  ;  lie itij;  «i  n  prrioil,  when  it  appeared  t  had 

nccccded  in  <]aicting  the  French  government  for  the  lime,  and  wax  liliely  tft 

>  do  It  effectually."— p.  Ixil. 

For  this  there  is  no  better  proof,  than  his  own  opinion  ;  whilst 
there  is  abundant  evidence  of  his  being  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands 
I  of  the  French  government,  cajoled  and  led  away  always  by  un- 
meaning assurances  of  friends. 

"  To  be  left  there  to  that  preclie  lime,  and  then  withdrawn  and  cennired. 
Memi  to  lUihoHre  a  pcctumplion,  thai  1  wa^  led  iheie  in  the  tioil  instance  In 
the  expectation  I  would  not  defend  ihat  Irealy,  and  in  conseijuence  whereof  a 
rupture  would  eniiuc.  and  cecalled  aftctwardi,  when  il  was  known  I  had  done 
my  duly,  and  wat  likely  to  prevent  a  rupture." — p.  Ixil. 

The  contrar}'  of  all  this  appears  from  his  own  words,  I  mean 
the  official  part  of  it. 
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"  WlwdieT  ikc  uUdtc  id  ihu  nitn  cOBtnfanted  la  an^  dc^ na  ir>  inlance  <at 
ncMarai^  by  ttpcUlMit  us  Irom  Fnace  and  atuactisg  lu  lonrardi  Eagbad,  ■ 
•abiiultcd  for  olhcn  to  dcienaine." — p.  Isiii. 


As  he  has  such  a  happy  knack  at  determining,  he  onghi  not  to 
have  let  ihis  opportunity  escape  htm. 

"  B*  (111*,  hoocTCT,  a«  h  naaj.  It  b  ttovuthdnt  obvioiu,  Uial  tbc  poliqi 
iImU  wu  ii  bvtt  shcTt-d^Ud  moA  bad." — p.  UttL 

Posleriljr  will  judge  of  this.     Mr.  IkIonfx>e's  opioion  is  not 
standard  bjr  which  it  will  judge. 

"  To  tUnd  w«ll  wllh  PraMc,  Ihiaugh  the  wbok  oi  thU  E«rope«n  vu.  i 
Oe  tne  intcmt  of  Aserica  :  lincc  ;"■■  >dvanu^  was  (o  be  derived  fi«at  it 
In  muif  viewt,  and  no  injaiy  in  uir."— ^  IniL 


But  to  >tand  well  with  France  wa*,  in  oih^r  words,  to  quit 
neutral  ground,  and  disregard  evt:r>-  other  consideration,  rclving^^ 
wholly  on  that  nation  ;  and  this  was  what  Monroe  was  aimingi 


[lilt     I 


"  What  would  have  bt«n  the  condhioo  d  lliew  Stal«i  lud   Fnncc  bc«n 
Coai)vci«d.  and  (he  coaletccd  powen  triarapbcd,   li  Ii  trnj  lo  pcrnite." 
p.  bdii. 

In  turn,  what  will  be  the  consequences  of  France  overturning 
so  many  governments  ?  and  making  partition  of  so  many  coun- 
tries ?  One,  it  is  supposed,  is  right — the  other,  wrong  ;  from  the 
actors  in  the  Drama. 

"  For,  il  ihc  ir«i  ctinquertd,  it  did  not  kcm  likely,  Ikat  we  diovid  accoa- 
plitih  any  of  our  objeclt  with  ihou  powen :  nor  coold  ••  profit  \rj  her  tacoM 
olhcrwin*  than  hy  prvtcrving  a  good  onderttanding  with  ber." — p.  htn. 

Ever)-  reasonable  and  just  measure,  consistent  with  the  neutral 
policy  of  this  government,  approved  by  the  people,  has  bee 
adopted  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with   France : 
nolhing  short  of  hostility  with  Great  Britain  can  accomplish  li) 

"The  brnetidxl  ciTecIt,  loo,  at  (hit  ttipulaiion,  which  wai  respected  bf 
France  a(  the  Time  ihnl  trealy  pasted,  wai  most  Moiibly  fell  upon  oiu  n(<lg>- 
tion  nnd  coniincTc«  -.  for,  in  con:ic<tuencc  of  it,  we  were  then  lieconic  the  pna 
pal  CRiriers  n(  (he  enemies  of  France." — p.  Ixiv. 

Was  this  observed  by  France  any  longer  than  it  suited  hd 


1798] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


479 


I 


I 
I 


convraicnce  *    Has  she  not  herself  declared  the  conirary  in  ei- 
plifil  languaice  ? 

"  It  wu  highly  fci  the  interat  of  Americ*  (a  improve  fmx  footing  in  thtl 
dnmiMrce ;  wiil  coi^  was  ii  lo  hive  <tone  to,  had  iiue  attention  been  paid  \t> 
Ibe  necewaty  mvani  of  improving  it." — p.  Ixiv. 

These,  it  is  presumed,  were  what  he  had  suggested,  vit., 
Rieaiiutes  which  must  ineviiably  have  led  lo  war  n-ith  Great 
Bnuin, 

"  Nor  wtu  it  difficult  In  stand  well  with  France  ihrcwgh  the  vholc  of  ihit 
CriUi.  and  profit  by  her  (ottimes,  without  the  nmnllcn  jKii.ilile  \atA  ax  c»«ii 
liatard.  The  df^monilraiion  of  ihii  poiittun  i!i  coniplelc  :  for  u*e  know,  that, 
although  our  gioniK)  wai  once  loti  by  the  tidminiilrauon  in  ihc  cvutie  of  the 
present  war,  it  wa^  iieveitbeUi^i>  Hfterwandt  reco^eird  ;  alth'iugK  ll  li  much 
easier  to  preiorve  a  frieodthip,  whilst  at  the  height,  than  to  recover  it  afici  it 
It  gone." — p.  laiv. 

Here  is  a  pretly  smart  comiilimeni  )>aid  to  hitnxelF  st  the 
expense  of  the  administration  ;  but  the  truth  of  the  case  is.  that, 
while  France  cajoled  him  by  unmeaning  compliments  and  prom- 
ises, which  cost  them  nothing,  he  conceived  his  influence  to  be 
such  as  tn  command  any  thing  ;  when,  on  the  other  hand,  urged 
bjr  ihc  order*  he  received  to  press  for  the  restitution  of  our  cap- 
tured property,  (hey  alarmed  him  with  their  discontents  and  his 
efforts  stood  suspended,  these  discontents  were  charged  to  the 
administration. 

"  And  bow  wM  it  recovered  "i  Not  by  uiy  addtcM  on  my  pan,  for  1  pretend 
10  none,"— p.  lav. 

Strange  indeed  !  When  by  his  adroit  management  he  has 
parried  the  evils,  which  the  weakness  or  wickedness  of  the 
executive  was  likely  to  involve  this  country  in  during  the  whole 
of  his  ministry. — But  is  it  uncharitable  to  ask  Mr.  Monroe  for 
the  instances,  by  which  the  documents  to  which  he  alludes  have 
been  counteracted  by  the  ndminislration?  For  it  would  puxzle 
him,  or  any  one  else,  to  find  a  sentiment  in  Ihc  whole  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  letters  to  him  repugnant  thereto.  Surely 
the  reclamation  of  property  unlawfully  captured,  and  not  abro- 
i;ating,  as  he  was  disposed  to  do.  important  articles  of  (he  treaty, 
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cannot  sund  in  the  catalogue  of  misdeeds.    It  is  conceived,  that 
h«  has  by  miKtake  laid  his  hauds  upon  (he  letters  of  Mr.  Bacbe, 
Dr.  Lo{;an,  or  some  other  of  that  class  of  correspondents, 
attending  more  to  the  contents  and  his  Irishes,  than  to  the  st, 
tutc,  has  realized  their  surmises. 


"llordiil  vc  huard  anj  thing  in  any  *4ew  by  uandit^  iratl  v^lli  F' 
whiUt  mach  wu  10  be  gained.     The  adminiitntioii  admits  slie  did  dm  wisb  u 
to  cmliAilt  in  the  war.     Peih.ip»  ihU  wfet  ad«Uuil  to  preclude  Ibe  claim  si 
in«Tit  for  Dol  withini;  it." — p.  Ikv. 


France  might  not  have  wished  us  to  embark  in  the  war  by  an 
absolute  declaration  of  it ;  but  she  and  Mr.  M[onroe]  also  did 
every  thinjc  in  (heir  power  to  induce  us  to  pursue  measures, 
which  must  inevitably  have  produced  it. 


"Such  wu  the  litaaiion  of  America  in  the  commcneetneni  o(  thUwot 
Such  our  iianding  *i<b  Iha  Kmicb  natioa.  m>  adiaalagtoui  in  itseU.  10  eurto 
pretcrvc  1  And  yet  all  the«e  ndvantajci  have  been  thrown  away  :  and.  iotteul 
of  thai  bccurc  and  tran(|aU  tialc,  which  ivg  mighl  have  enjoyed  thioughout,  t 
have  been  likewiic  plun^^d.  ku  far  as  the  adminiilmtioii  vould  plunge  »,  isle 
a  war  with  our  ancient  oily,  and  on  the  ride  of  the  kinp  of  Europe  coDicni 
again>t  her  fur  [be  tuhrrr>ion  ii(  lilieily  1 

"  Had  France  been  conquered,  to  what  objecti  thai  adminiftnilioa  «< 
have  aspired,  hat  foilunatcly  by  her  victories  been  led  a  nbject  foe  conjectun 
only." — p.  I»v. 

Ad  iDsinuBtion  as  impudent  as  it  is  unfounded. 

"  We  might  have  Mood  well  with  France,  avoiding  all  the  loun  w*  hsii 
liDiiaincd  from  her ;  enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  prindple*  of  (i«e  uade,  «itd 
even  xjipeaied  at  an  advocate  for  Iboteprindplei,  and  wilbioat  {om^  10U17 
enlrcmily." — p.  Ixvi. 

Not  by  pursuing  the  means  he  suggested. 

"  Andirutead  of  a  rituation  *o  advantageon*.  *a  honanUe.  tontufactofjl 
our  country,  what  i«  that  unto  which  our  govenuneDI  has  conducMd  n*?' 
p.  Ixvi. 

The  Frtnch party,  he  should  have  said,  had  he  spoken  properly. 

"  Long  wiU  it  bo  bftor*  we  Khali  Ira  able  to  forg*i  what  we  air,  noi  iriH 
centurtct  nfficc  to  rat»e  lu  to  the  high  gronnd  from  which  w«  have  Uten."'^ 
p.  Uvi. 
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And  to  accomplish  which  Mr.  Monroe  has  been  a  pnncipai 
acior. ' 

' '  They  would  mMt  probably  have  pRacd    .    .    .    tiVa  ibe  europk  *m 
ftven."— pi.  B9. 

Were  they  entitled  to  this  by  Treaty  ? — If  not,  upon  what 
ground  could  they  have  pressed  ii  ? 


"  Foe  «  while.  •>  it  was  drciiUted  only  in  pnvate, 
■•ntioDcd  >l  to  nit." — pp.  Sq.  90. 


M  Ibou  who 


He  could  make  extraordinary  cffons  here  to  counteract  di»- 
advaniagcouB  opinions  before  they  were  announced  to  him  at  all 
— but  as  it  respected  the  growing  discontents  proceeding  from 
the  Treaty  with  G.  B — he  conceived  it  necessary  to  wait  until  he 
should  receive  them  officially. 

"He  (Jay)  w*»  teni  l«  Rn|{t>nil  upon  %a  et|ieci&l  butionionly ;  lodemnnd 
rcparaiion  fen  injuriM.  and  10  which  hii  luthotity  wm  ilrictly  limited." 

H     His  instructions  authoriicd  no  such  declaration  with  respect 
to  the  limitation. 


I 


To  day.  however,  I  wu  favored  w!ih  youn  of  iSlh  of  the  mdic  month,  by 
wliich  I  find  you  contider  youitelf  al  liberty  to  coiDinuiiinte  (o  me  the  con- 
tcvuof  the  treaty." — pp.  113, 114. 

The  heads  only  of  the  principal  articles — and  that  in  confi- 
dence. 

"  Hr.  Paniaao*  ia  Iroca  Maryland,  a  {{enileinan  of  integrity  and  merit,  and 
to  whom  yon  may  commit  whaiem  yon  may  think  proper  to  confide  with  pet- 
hcl  i*f«>."— p.  114. 

A  mode^  request  this  !  but  not  extraordinary,  as  it  was  to  be 
laid  before  the  French  government — nothing  short  of  which 
being  able  to  satisfy  it. 

"Oui  (ormer  minitler  irai  not  only  without  the  confidence  of  the  govein- 
toent,  bnt  an  object  of  particular  jealoniy  and  di>tni>t." — p,  iiq. 

■  For  Kone  r«non  Hr.  Sparks  omiltod  all  th*  commenti  beyond  ibii  point. 
I  have  »dded  then,  rnerely  irinicribtne  from  Monroe'*  book  the  bc^onlnc  and 
(adlng  of  the  Mntencck  to  which  they  icfct. 
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PriDcipolly  twcautc  he  sstened  our  nghu  juid  cUinied  rcdrcM. 

"In  tildiiion  la  whkli  il  vii  twpeclcil,  ihai  wc  wctr  alioiit  lo  ibaulos 
th«ia  lot  a  coinD««ioa  a-iib  England,  mi)  for  wluch  fargoM  fruuifajty,  il  wi 
believed  Ihil  Mr.  )af  h*d  been  ledt  tbere." — p.  1I9. 


On  what  ground  the  suspicion  ?     When  it  wis  a  notoriout  f>« 
that  [wej  were  upon  the  worst  temu  short  of  open  w. 
G.  B. 


"M;  firu  rcc«]itlon  wu  cnatkeil  wUh  drcunklaneei  whldi  fully  deiooB- 
MralH  lho>  facli    ....     I  vai  riewcd  vitb  a  j^alowi  <7r,  aad  kopi  1 
the  moit  awful  d»tu)ce."^pL  tig.  IM. 


DOB- 


Hix  communications  with  the  French  Government  contradiiq 
this — and  account  satisfactoriljr  for  the  delay  of  the  reception.  < 
may  be  seen  by  reference  (hereto. 

"  Into  whal  cooMijuracm  Ihit  policjr,  wbicli  wa*  hottite  to  n<,  mi()u  i 
.    .    .    Thiu  circunutanced,  whal  conrte  did  poliqr  dietaic  that  I 
purtue?"— p-  t»o. 

As  nothing  but  justice  and  the  fulRlineni  of  a  contract 
asked,  it  dictated  lirmne&s,  conducted  vrith  temperance  in  the 
pursuit  of  it. 


"  The  doori  o(  the  coaunttl«e, 
m«."— p.  I  JO, 


aa  already  mentlancd,  mn  clOMd 


This  appears  nowhere,  but  io  his  ovn  conjectures,  and  ajA 
usenions  confirm  his  own  account.  At  fhe  time  the  delay  of  hS~ 
reception  was  satisfactorily  explained  and  had  been  the  cause  of 
another  waiting  6  weeks.  See  his  letter  of  the  35  Aug.  page  16 
— In  which  he  also  says :  "  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  was  the 
general  desire  that  I  should  be  received  as  soon  a»  possible  and 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect  forthccouniry  represented." 

"  Or  was  it  IO  be  praiumed.  that  the  declaialioai  o(  triendittip  wtifcti  thij 
contained,  would  produce  in  Iha  council*  of  thai  boil]'  anf  change  ti  wnti- 
ment.  advised  as  tt  hod  been,  and  armed  as  li  was,  with  *  soioi  of  contmT 
CI  lilence,  and  in  which  it  would  place  a  ([rvatcr  nmSdaoce."— pu  rio. 

By  whom  were  they  advised  ? — And  what  evidencesareallud 
to? 


"  If  Iben  ooi  gpoi  un(teHttniliii£  with  France  wm  btokcn,  or  Ihv  occnMry 
eonecri  lietweea  ut  iiicDin]ili.'1i:.  llnUin  would  ciiilf  fai<r«  to  imaM  tu  till  Uie 
criui  hid  paued.  and  Ihen  defy  ni."— pp.  I9t,  ■«. 

Was  .1  good  understanding  to  be  interrupted  because  we  were 
endeavoring  to  live  in  Peace  with  all  the  world  ? — and  were  only 
asking  of  France  what  we  were  entitled  to  by  Treaty  ? 

"  I  Iruiled  .  .  .  that  no  conceuion  would  be  made  to  mj  dUovdit.  in 
favor  of  that  [EnsHih]  idminiMration." — p.  laa. 


It  is  not  understood  what  is  here  meant  by  concessioii. 
was  asked,  or  my  thought  of  being  made. 


None 


I 


"  Had  (hr  (ariunM  of  France  bt«n  unpn»p«i>ii*  upon  my  arrTVil  here,  the 
tnolire  for  gnalcr  caution  would  hai-c  been  iiionEcr.  Bui  the  cue  wit  in 
evctj  lespect  olbcrwiic.  Her  fortunes  were  at  the  lieiylii  of  prospniiy,  and 
IhOM  of  her  cnetniet  decUiiely  on  the  decline," — p.  itz. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  it  is  presumed,  that  there  had  been,  and 
might  again  be  grand  vicissitudes  in  their  affairs — both  externally 
and  internally.  Prudence  and  policy  therefore  re^juired  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  should  move  with  great  circum- 
spection. 

"  Upon  the  third  point  but  little  n«ed  be  uld.    I  bai-e  tome  lime  afnet 
I  tmcmitted  lo  you  a  decree  uhith  cairicit  Ibe  (realy  Inlo  effect,  and  yicldad 
the  p<HnI  in  ((uottion.'* — p.  Itj, 

A  very  singular  mode  truly  to  obtain  it — but  look  to  letter  of 
November  7th,  1794,  pages  58  and  59,  and  judge  whether  it 
would  not  have  been  accomplished  sooner  if  he  had  desired  it. 
And  what  can  he  mean  by  not  conceding  when  in  explicit  terms 
he  has  declared  that  the  point,  if  upon  consideration  they  de- 
sired it,  would  have  been  given  up  with  pleasure  ! 

"And  1  now  dectnre.  Ihal  I  am  of  opinion,  if  we  tlood  litiiiljr  ui>on  (hat 
gnninil.  tbeie  it  no  lervice  williin  Itie  power  of  ihii  republic  tu  rendet.  that  It 
would  not  render  o*.  and  upon  the  ilightMl  intimation." — p.  isj. 

That  is  to  say,  if  we  would  not  press  t^m  to  do  us  Justice,  but 
'have  yielded  to  lAeir  violations,  they  would  have  aided  us  in 
every  measure  which  would  have  cost  them — HfiMttg. 
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"  For  M  lti«t  time  1  had  reiion  to  b«lieTe  thai  il  matetnpttted  la  ukemider 
ih  car*,  »nd  to  pmitilc  for,  nur  proceciioa  acain*!  Alflco ;  for  tfaa  MpyJtjgB 
of  the  Britith  froin  (h«  wtftlrm  potiU.' — p.  1*4. 


By  what  mc.tni  were  the  ISritiiih  lo  be  expelled  from  ihc  wc»(- 
Gm  Posts  by  the  French,  without  first  cooqucring  Canada,  or 
passing  through  the  Territory  of  the  United  Slates  ?  And  woDld 
not  iKe  tatter  by  the  Law  of  Nations  been  a  cause  of  war  ?  The 
truth  is,  Mr.  Monroe  was  cajoled.  Haltered,  and  made  to  believe 
strange  things.  In  return  he  did,  or  was  disposed  to  do  whatever 
was  plca»ing  to  that  nation — reluctantly  urging  the  rights  of 
own. 

"  Hnw  then  doei  hit  (Jay**!  conduct  coirctpond  with  hit  own 
haring  in  hit  thin  io«n1  tcltcrt  coMmnBicalcd   ■   pftrticiiUr  utkle, 
jMMiirin/ifi  tbcKcQnd  the  wliote  [lr«)ily]."->p.  140. 

This  is  a  mistake,  no  such  promises  to  be  found  in  the  »d 
letter.     Sec  page  105,  Nov'r  35th. 

"  In  »hort,  had  I  been  In  a  jirivatc  Italian,  U  il  probable  he  would  lka*f 
wrilten  or  communiiateil  anr  <l>i°S  »  nic  on  the  lubject !"— p.  1401 

The  intention  was  to  enable  him  on  the  veracity  and  author 
of  the  negotiator  of  the  Treaty  lo  assert  that  there  was  nothii 
coDtained  in  it  repugnant  to  our  engagement  with  France, 
that  was  all  that  they  or  he  had  a  right  to  expect. 

'*  But  in  reviewing  no*  hii  leveral  letlerm,  il  ia  difficnit  to  uccftaia  what  1 
Intended  lo  do.  or  what  hit  real  object  wot  in  wiiiin)[  Ibcm  :  For  he  stji  in 
thotc,  lUat  he  it  noi  at  liberty  10  dSiicloiie  the  |i(U|wn  u(  hti  treaty,  and  ^ 
frsmius  It  :  Thai  he  wtll  give  me  the  conirnti  e«  principal  bea^  tocn^Ic 
nu  10  satttfy  thii  govemmenl ;  but  yet  will  |[ive  Ihem  only  (a  t*m/Utmet,  1 
o(  coutw  under  an  injuncilon,  thai  will  pnl  fl  odI  of  my  power  lo  glvcl 
Mtiifaction  intended." — p,  141. 

Because  nothing  short  of  a  (omfiete  copy,  and   that  for 
avffWfd  purpose  of  laying  il,  before  ratification,  before  the  French 
Government,  would  be  accepted. 

"  I  am  like»i(c  pertuaded,  that  if  [  bod  been  aulhoriteil  to  decUre,  gcsa 
lily.  (lom  my  own  h no wledce  (being  the  miniilvr  on  iheeround.  and  reapoa 
bte  for  (he  iniih  of  the  declnralion)  that  the  treaty  did  not  inierfetr  wiib  our 
»n|[agomentt  with  Ibii  republic.  &c,  11  oiij[hl  not  to  be  pobluhed, — it  ^ 
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have  be(B  nHilictory.     And  had  xht  cuininutiicaticin  bna  >mt  14  ne  even  in 
diii  loat  «Ugc,  soch  would  hive  been  mj*  conduct,  and  most  certaialj  luch  ibe 

This  from  thv  tenor  of  hU  conduct  was  not  10  be  expected. 

"  I  had  then  sainnl  >ut:li  an  inut;ht  inti>  tli<ni  couticiU,  a.\  to  Mtisfy  ml, 
that  alt  our  gteai  national  objects.  10  lor  oi  they  wtre  connected  with  thit 
Republic,  woe  more  eaiily  to  be  lecured  by  a  frank  and  liberal  deponmeni, 
.  than  a  cool  and  reserved  one." — p.  I4I. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  French  10  make  him  believe  this,  that 
the)-  might  vith  more  ease  draw  from  him  such  information  as 
I  they  wanted. 

On  p.  144  Washington  \m\%  noted,  without  special  reference  to 
[knjr  sentence: 

Nothing  short  of  this  would  subserve  Mr.  Monroe's  views, 
\  The  request  therefore  was  with  great  propriety  refused. 

"  In  coniequence  1  wailed  on  the  dipIoniatiG  nclion  of  th«  cammillce.  and 
made  the  reprcieniation  ai  above,  repealing  Mr.  Jay'i  notiv*  for  withholding 
the TOOiounioalion.  M ur)!C'l  by  liimtelf :  'That  it  belonged  10  Ihi  kovereign 
power  alone  to  make  it.  &c.*"— p.  147. 

And  this  ou);h(  to  have  satisfied  the  French  GovemmeDl.     It 
m  as  much  as  that  Government  would  have  done  for  us,  or  any 
her  nation. 

"  I  thought  U  best  to  tend  the  pi|>er  In  by  my  «cerciaiy,  Mr.  Cauvain." — 
[p.  14*. 

Here  is  a  striking  instance  of  his  folly  !     This  Secretary  of  hb 
I  was  a  forei^cr — it  is  believed  a  Frenchman. — Inttodueed  no 
doubt  to  his  confidence  and  Papers  for  the  xole  purpose  of  com- 
municating to  the  Directory  the  secrets  of  his  office. 

»"  Tranaactiun*  of  old  niindinK.  t  hara  not  lately  formally  pretsed,  liecauw 
I  knew  that  the  goTernment  wa!  embarrasMd  on  the  scote  of  finance,  and 
hfKSuie  I  thought  it  would  be  belter  10  wait  (be  iuue  of  the  buiinctt  depend- 
B(with  yuu  in  June  ncit," — p.  l(iO, 
The  sufferings  of  our  Citizens  is  always  a  secondary  considera- 
tion when  put  in  competition  with  the  embarrassments  of  the 
French. 
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"TbediiBof  i;.oaoilolUn  1  meailoncd  toog  iinc«  would  be  xlmitir 
wktliout  s  wotd.  Mid  tfatt  it  ougbl  to  be  lo  undentood  al  th«  (n«siuy.    I 
omiltcd  il  in  b;  laore  euly  applicaiioni  to  ihu  eovcrnmeni,  bocanu  I  widid 
M  progreu  >ith  ihc  grcalcr  ubjcctK  linl,  and  nuiir  Uttsrijr,   for  tlic 
above  m^ts^MA." — p,  t4l. 

Here  ie  a.  disregard  shewn  to  repealed  orders  o(  his  gover 
meet,  to  press  this  matter. 

"A*  1  ha<v  had  DO  comnnnkalioB  with  tbii  tovcmmcot  npoa  ibe  nb}! 
of  thin  treaty  uace  iu  conienu  were  known,  it  i*  oJ  coane  tmpotsibk  (or 
to  My  whtit  lb«  imprcnioo  il  hat  made  is." — p.  aoj. 

What  inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  this  declaration  ? — liVlis 
light  is  it  in  Philadelphia  (hat  is  (o  discover  the  sente  of  the 
French  Government  in   Paris,    before   it  wax  divtilged  there? 
except  the  conduct  of  the  French  Party  by  whom  the  whee 
were  to  be  moved  ? 

"  For  thii  puipoM,  then.  Ihc  penuHi  to  whocn  ««  cootmll  the  imt,  ihonld 
ibt  conRdcnce  of  Ihis  governmenl.' — pp.  909.  iia 


Had  an  eye  to  himself  il  is  presumetl.     If  he  doe«  not  mc 
himself  here,  it  is  not  difficult  to  guess  who  the  other  characn 
is  marked  out  by  thi»  description. 

"  But  can  we  accninpli*h  what  «c  with  by  the  fortunn  of  France,  bf  aay 
negotialiun  we  can  wt  nn  foot,  witlioul  any  effort  of  our  own  ;  uid  if  aay  < 
effort  il  to  be  made,  of  what  kind  muii  it  be?" — p.  3io. 

War  was  the  suggestion,  and  is  here  repeated.     This  has  no 
horrors  when  waged  in  favor  «f  France,  but  dreadful  even 
thoughts  when  it  is  against  her. 

"  At  Mr.  Fenwick  hai>  alwnyt  proved  himhcll  lo  be  an  tiwful,  indee<i  ( 
vilualjle.  flfliccr  iii  ihe  ^Uliun  he  holdi,  and  as  [he  error  imputed  10  hira  rnifhl 
be  the  effect  of  jadgment  only,  and  which  I  Ihink  it  vai.  — I  have  tbougbi  1 
could  not  belter  forward  ynur  view*  or  (he  micrc*!  of  my  coualrj.  Umnby  coa- 
tiiiuiiig  liim  til  the  diiiehirge  of  the  dutin  of  hii  office,  till  the  PrcddcAi  1 
6iiiilly  decide  in  his  ca«." — p.  ag?. 

Mr.  Fenwick  was  accused  of  covering  by  the  American  Flag 
French  money  under  false  Invoices — but  Mr.  M,  could  readily 
excuse  this  breach  of  faith  in  his  office. 
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"  I  olHcivtd.  fuTthtt.  that  France  had  gained  credit  by  her  late  condnct 
wmtiAs  us ;  For  whiUi  Eni;lan<l  hul  kIiriI  our  vcuelt,  xml  h>riu4Gi.1  <tvt 
Indc,  diF  had  jiurtucil  an  pppOkilE.  and  morD  nugnknimoun  policy  ;  inil 
which  tutl  produced,  and  would  continue  lo  produce,  a  corrKpondcnl  cfiecl, 
by  cocrcaxing  oar  rMcntmenl  aEainsI  England,  and  attadimenl  to  France. 
Bui  at  100a  a*  the  latter  >lioul<1  a^uine  an  hoitils  ur  tncnacing  <)cpur1inent 
(owards  ut,  ooatd  thii  nioljre  diminith.  and  the  orffumcat  it  furnished  loM  iU 
(once."— p.  J13. 

England,  before  the  late  treaty  with  the  U.  States,  and  Fiance, 
were  diffcicni  in  thcii  Commercial  Relations  with  America. 

"  I  aaked  hini,  what  were  h!«  objectioD*  lo  th«  ttMly  ;  and  10  whldi  lu 
replied,  a*  before,  in  general  rather  than  in  precise  t«nn«." — p.  314. 

For  (he  best  reason  imaginable  ;  because  none  couM  be  urged 
that  h^  any  weight  in  them. 

"  The  courts  of  juilice  in  the  United  States  have  talcn,  and  continue  dall^ 
to  take,  cngiiliancr  ol  prfict,  which  our  privateers  conduct  into  thrir  porta, 
ntnwitbilandtng  the  eipreu  clause  ot  the  tre*ty  which  prohibits  it." — p.  jji. 

Only  in  cases  where  the  cajitors  have  contravened  the  Treaty 
—acted  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nations — or  our  own  municipal 
Laws. 

**  The  admission  of  Englllh  vea»el»  of  war  Into  the  port*  of  the  United 
Stain,  against  the  cxpiett  stipulation  of  the  I7lh  article  of  the  treaty;  that  ii 
to  tay,  when  they  have  made  prizes  upon  the  republic,  or  its  cillxeni." — p.  313. 

A  single  instance  only  of  a  Prize  being  bro't  in  is  recollected, 
^^  against  it  strong  remonstrance  was  made. — Without  prizes 
Ships  of  war  arc  not  restrained  by  the  Treaty. 

"  The  consular  convention,  which  uiakei  a  part  of  our  treaties,  is  equally 
■nexecuted  in  two  of  its  most  important  clauses:  The  Gist,  which  jEranti  to 
Mr  COnanb  the  right  of  judging  •icluiiiely  all  conlrovcrxics  which  take  place 
between  French  citizens,  has  become  illutory,  from  a  delect  in  the  law  which 
give*  to  our  consuls  the  means  of  executing  their  judgmenti." — p.  311. 

No  interruption  has  been  given  to  this.  To  carry  (heir  own 
judgment  into  effect  has  constituted  the  difficulty,  and  in  its 
nature  is  nearly  impossible  to  do  it. 

The  judge*  charged,  by  the  law,  to  deliver  mandaia  of  amM.  have  lately 


icquired  tkr  pmcoUlion  of  th«  origiiul  regiitCT  ot  tbe  equipage,  in  dc^H*  of] 
the  jtb  anidc  of  the  IreMy,  vliich  odniit*  in  Ibc  Iribnatis  of  die  iwo 
copies  ccnfiicd  by  iht  cotuuli." — p.  jss. 

This  is  the  French  construction  of  the  an. — The  Judiciary  of 
the  U.  S.  interprets  it  otherwise — over  whom  the  Executive  have 
no  controu). 

"  Th«  •mttttion  in  llic  poil  of  PhiUdelphJA.  in  the  monlh  ot  AagmS,  179s, 
of  the  C^I^B  of  the  Corretlc  CajiAiiu.  for  ui  act  commllicd  by  him  en  du 
htgh  (MS  .  .  .  vfolilw  moieorcr  ihn  right  o[  naltoai,  Uw  most  commoo ; 
which  puis  the  officer!  of  public  vcu«b  on<l«T  the  nfefoord  of  tbeit  &•(." 

—p.  3M- 


This  zrrestalion  was  for  an  offence  committed  against  the  Caw 
of  Nations  and  those  of  the  United  States,  and  has  been  ex- 
plained over  and  over  again. — See  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter, 
ijlhof  June,  p.  364. 


n 


"  The  •rr«s(»lioo,  in  the  ir«ten  of  Ibc  United  Siaics.  ol  ibc  packei  boei  in 
which  the  miniiicr  uilat  The  witrch  miilc  in  Mi  Iniokt,  with  the  airewcd 
object  of  selling  hi>  p«non  and  his  papen.  mcrilcd  xa  exAnpte.'' — p.  js)- 


Sec  the  Sei 


What  more  could  the  V.  S.  do  than  was  done  ? 
retary  of  State's  letter  of  Sept,  14,  1795,  p.  391. 


"  Thint  ctnnplaint.  The  imty  conduded  In  November,  1794,  beta 
United  Suiu  and  Cteat  Britain.  It  would  be  taij  to  prove,  that  the  Uulttf"^ 
Stales,  in  that  treaty,  have  socriliced,  ins^'inffy  and  rvidtnlty,  their  c<ona*c- 
tion  with  the  republic  ;  and  the  rtjifati,  the  meat  eucnlial  and  IhhI  coWnltil, 
olDculialily." — p.  33}. 

These  are  strange  assertions  upon  false  premises.  Sinnge 
indeed  would  it  be  if  the  U.  States  could  not  make  a  treaty  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  French  govemrocnl,  where  that  treaty^ 
infracted  no  prior  engagcinenl,  but  expressly  recognizes  and  co 
firms  tfaera. 

"  To  siciifice.  exdusivelj'  to  this  power,  the  objects  which  are  neccuaiy  fat 
■be  ei^uipmcnl  and  consinicCion  of  vcucis — it  not  Ihtt  10  dcpArt  evideoity  fmo 
the  pr)ni;iplct  of  neutrality  ?*'— p,  JS3. 

They  have  given  nothing,  but  left  those  principles  precisely 
upon  the  ground  they  stood  before  the  Treaty,  with  some  rx- 
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planations  favorable  to  the  U.  Statex,  and  not  iDJurious  to  France. 
— They  have  made  nothing  contraband  that  wax  not  contraband 
before.  Nor  waj  it  in  their  i>owcr  to  obtain  from  G.  B.  a  change, 
which  the  armed  ncutrnlily  (as  it  was  called)  could  not  when 

*  combined  accomplish. 
On  page  545,  on  the  first  paragraph  of  Monroe's  letter  of  u 
June,  179S,  XVjuhington  noted  : 

How  stxangely  inconsi&Ianl  are  his  accounts  ! 

^V  "  Aftei  tbit.  Cititen  Mlniclcr.  Ihe  ei«cuti(e  directori-  think*  itieU  founded, 
H  in  rcgitnting  ihe  Mipollticint  of  Ihe  (realy  of  t77!i,  which  concern  ihc  DcalT*lit)r 
H  of  the  flag.  SI  lUcreil  uid  mibpendeil  in  !heir  moil  nienlial  psrtt.  Iiy  tliit  act, 

■  and  that  it  would  («il  in  its  duly,  if  it  did  not  modify  a  itate  of  thin|!s  which 
would  never  have  been  coMcnlod  lo.  bul  upon  the  condition  of  the  moil  itrict 
rtciprority." — p.  jsfi. 

■  From  hence  it  follows  that  if  A  makes  a  contract  with  B,  and 

■  C  will  not  make  a  similar  one  with  him,  B  will  not  be  bound  by 
hia  contract,  although  Ihe  cases  are  unconnected  with  each 
other. 

*■  Voo  win  ohterre.  tli«t  In  mr  reply  to  your  complainu,  I  ha*«  hcMlofen 
confined  mywlf  itrictly  to  the  lubject  of  [hcne  complainli ;  never  ^og  bCfOnd 
them,  10  eipotc  in  return  the  injurin  we  have  received  from  ihit  Republic,  in 

fihe  cwir»e  of  ihe  present  war." — pp.  35S.  359. 
All  this  he  ought  to  have  done,  and  was  instructed  to  do  in 
the  beginning — and  had  it  been  urged  with  firmness  and  temper- 
ance, might  have  prevented  the  evils  which  have  taken  place 
nnce. 


BeiMW  I  wM  diipoted  to  yield  every  posuble  acconimodation  to  your 
pteMEit  cKli;cncici  thai  my  duly  would  i^rmii." — p.  359. 

And  a  great  deal  more  than  his  duty  permitted. 


I 


"  I  do  not  wbb  to  be  understood  m  uraming  to  mpeU  the  merit  of  this 
«ay."-p.  371. 

Bf  implication  he  has  done  this  in  a  variety  of  instances. 

■'  I  well  know,  thai  t  have  done  erety  thing  in  my  power,  and  from  the 
moracnt  of  my  ornval  to  the  present  lime,  lo  piomoie  harmony  between  the 
two  republic*,  and  lo  pievwnt  ihit  Iron  taking  anr  itep  which  might  powibly 
dittnrb  ii." — ji.  jji. 
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Thai  is  by  not  pressing  the  execution  of  the  Treaty ;  and  for] 
compensation  (o  our  sufTcring  ciiiicns.     This,  no  doubt,  wat 
sccommodaling  and  pleasing  one  party  at  the  Expcnce  of  ibe 
trther. 

"Oae  of  ill*  ni«nb«n  Iiov«v«r  obterrtd.  Ibst   tbt  ■bandonncnl  o( 
pvindple  that /rwftoi  m»Jt  /rn  goodi.  in  favor  o(  England,  m*  an  injny  eli 
a  ««ry  terioot  Itiail  lo  Frutcc  ;  and  which  Mulil  not  b«  paawd  bj  aanatic«d." 
— P-  374- 

Did  France  expect  that  the  U.  Siaics  could  compel  C  Briuii 
to   relinquish   this   right  under  the  Lair  of  Nations  while  the^ 
other  mariiime  Powers  of  Europe  (as  has  been  observed  before); 
when  combined  for  the  purpose  were  unable  to  effect  [it]  ?    Wx% 
then  call  it  an  abandonment  ? 

"  He  loM  me  taplkttly,  Ihey  lun)  bo  object  with  fMpcet  lo  Canada  to 
ihfmnclTU.  bul  wisheil  il  leparalcd  Irom  England  :  Thai  they  were  dm  uuia 
about  Louiiiana,  and  if  they  look  it.  ii  would  be  only  in  caie  of  a  wat  beiwrca  ' 
Spain  and  England    .     .     .     Thai,  wllh  reipecl  to  our  inieriar,  we  had  no 
cauu  (0  be  uneaiy  '.  for  there  did  not  exiti,  in  the  breaM  of  a  nenber  ol  ibo 
([ovetnmenl,  an  intention  to  with  lo  ditlorb  it."— p.  377. 

This  is  all  external,  and  a  flimsy  covering  of  their  designs. 
Why  else  send  their  emissaries  through  that  country  to  inculcate 
different  principles  among  the  Inhabitants — a  fact  that  could  be, 
substantiated. 

"But.  Ciliien  Miniiter.  you  know  100  well  fiom  what  tide  the  linl  blow  1 
giirtn  to  thai  Iricndibip,  which  our  two  nations  bad  sworn  10." — p.  jgo. 

Vci.,  Ci/iun,  and  every  one  eUe,  who  can  read,  are  acquainted 
with  facts  and  your  violations  of  our  Rights  under  the  Treaty 
knows  it  also ! 

"  Il  iJiall  not  be  the  fault  of  ihe  execullTC  dtreciory,  Cititen  MiniMei,  rf  I 
political  relations  between  ihe  two  nntioai  are  do!  speedily  reeMabHthed 
Ihe  fooling  ihcy  ought  to  be.  and  if  the  cloudi,  which  catt  •  £'<■"'"  "f^  "'^ 
alliance,  he  not  ilii^pclleil,  by  Innk  snd  loyal  eiplanallonx ;  lo  which  tl  will 
be  anxion*  to  listen  above  all,  Ciliiea  Miniiter,  wh«n  tb«y  shall  be  made 
through  you." — p.  391. 

The  treatment  of  our  Minister,  General  Pinckney,  is  a  pretty 
evidence  of  this.     The  tho'l  of  parting  with   Mr.   Monroe  wmj 
insupportable  by  them  ! 
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TO   ALEXANDER    WHITE. 


I 


I 


I 


MODNT  VERNOK.  »S   W«rch,   1798. 

Dear  Sir. 

Your  favors  of  the  loth  and  14th  Inst  have  been 
duly  received,  and  for  the  information  contained 
therein  I  feel  grateful. — Rarely  going  from  home  I 
have  nothing  in  the  way  of  news  to  offer  you  ia 
return. — 

It  has  always  been  my  opinion,  and  so  I  have 
expressed  it,  that  the  proprietors  of  the  City  of 
Washington  (with  some  exceptions)  are  by  their 
jealousies  and  the  modes  they  pursue  to  promote 
their  local  Interests,  amongst  its  worst  enemies. — 
But  if  your  present  exertion  to  obtain  a  loan  from 
Congress  should  succeed,  of  which  the  prospect 
seems  good,  all  doubts  respecting  the  intentions  of 
that  body  towards  the  permanent  establishment 
of  the  Government,  at  that  place  will  be  removed  ; — 
confidence  will  take  place  in  every  mind ;  and  the 
Public  buildings  will  be  accompanied  by  private 
ones  for  the  accommodation  of  its  members. — My 
wishes  and  my  labors  have  always  tended  to  the 
accomplishment  of  these  points ;  the  first  is  all  I 
have  left  to  offer,  and  these  shall  be  fervent — The 
principle  which  operated  for  fixing  the  site  for 
the  two  principal  buildings,  were  understood  and 
found  necessary  at  the  time  to  obtain  the  primary 
object,  /.tf.,  the  ground  and  means  for  cither  purpose. 
— But  it  is  always  easy  from  an  ignorant  or  partial 
view  of  a  measure,  to  distort  and  place  it  in  an 
unfavorable  attitude.     Nothing  short  of  insanity  can 
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remove  Congress  from  the  building  intended  for  it 
sittings  to  any  other  part  of  the  city  in  the  present 
progress  of  the  work. — Where   or  how  the  hous 
for  the   President  and  other  public  officers  may  be 
fixed  is  to  mc  as  an  individual  a  matter  of  moon- 
shine ;  but  the  reverse  of  the  President's  reason  foi^H 
placing  the  latter  near  the  Capitol  was  my  motive^l 
for  fixing  them  by  the  former.   The  daily  intercourse 
which  the  Secretaries  of  the  Departments  must  have 
with  the  President,  would  render  a  distant  situatic 
extremely  inconvenient  to  them ;  and  not  much  It 
so  would  one  be  close  to  the  Capitol ;  for  it  was  the' 
universal  complaint  of  them  all,  that  while  the  Legis-_ 
lature  was  in  Session,   they  cou'd   do  little  or  m 
business ; — so  much  were   they  interrupted    by  the 
individual  visits  of  members  (in  otHice  hours)  and  bj 
calls  for  papers. — Many  of  them   have  declared  M 
me  that  they  have  been  obliged  often  to  go  honi< 
and  deny  themselves  in  order  to  transact  the  current 
business. — 

No  person  will  congratulate  you  more  sincere!] 
than  I  shall  on  the  final  success  of  your  mission  if  M 
answers  your  expectations ;  nor  is  there  any  one  who 
reprobates  more  than  I  do  improper  interferences  oj 
all  sorts.  As  your  perseverance  however  is  likely  to 
be  accepted,  and  as  this  will  open  a  view  which 
promises  a  pleasing  prospect.  I  hope  you  will  suffer 
no  difficulties  or  differences,  to  divert  you  from  your 
course,  and  that  you  will  not  give  out  the  business 
until  you  see  the  Legislature  seated  in  the  Capitol 
the  United  States. 


The  last  message  from  the  President  to  the  Houses 
of  Congress  has  brought  the  matter  to  an  issue. — 


TO  JAMES  MCHENRY.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Dear  Sir  Molst  vrknon.  n  March.  179I, 

Your  favor  of came  safe  and  in  due  time;  for 

the  information  contained  in  it  I  thank  you  ;  your 
request  was  immediately  complied  with,  as  every  one 
of  a  similar  nature  shall  be. 

A  report  is  circulated  in  Alexandria  and  its  vicin- 
ity, transmitted,  (it  is  said,)  in  private  letters  from 
Philadelphia,  that  a  correspondence  has  been  dis- 
covered, or  more  properly  letters  have  been  inter- 
cepted, from  some  m r  of  Cgss  to  the  Dcty  of  F, 

of  a  treasonable  nature.  Containing,  among  other 
matters,  advice  not  to  receive  our  Envoys  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, to  menace  us  with  hostile  appearances,  and  they 
might  rely  upon  bringing  the  U  Slates  to  her  terms. 
The  name  of  the  person  has  been  mentioned  to  me. 

Cruel  must  these  reports  be  if  unfounded,  and,  if 
well  founded,  what  punishment  can  be  too  great  for 
the  Actors  in  so  diabolical  a  Drama  ?  The  period  is 
big  with  events,  but  what  it  will  produce  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  human  ken.  On  this,  as  upon  all  other 
occasions,  I  hope  the  best.  It  has  always  been  my 
belief,  that  Providence  has  not  led  us  so  far  in  the 
path  of  Independence  of  one  Nation,  to  throw  us 
into  the  arms  of  another  ;  and  that  the  machinations 


of  those,  who  arc  attempting 
recoil  upon  their  own  heads. 


it,  will  sooner  or  later 
Heaven  grant  it  may 
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soon   happen    upon   all   those,    whose   conduct 
serve  it' 
With  truth  1  am  always  yours. 


TO   FERDINAND    FEROT. 
gjj{  Moinrr  Vebnok,  if  April 

The  papers  which  you  were  pleased  to  transmit  to  m 
from  Baltimore  are  agreeably  to  your  re<iuest  return 

Not  perceiving  what   has    been   your   object 
addressing  such  sentiments  as  your  letter  of  the  41! 
inst  contained,  and  not  being  conscious  of  hanng 
merited    the    reprehension    you  have   judged   it  ex- 
pedient  to  inflict  on  me,  I   shall  not  give  you  t 
trouble  of  reading  an  answer  in  detail. 

I    cannot    forbear    observing    however    that 
it  is  not   usual  with    me,  to  treat  any    gcntlem. 
with  incivility  or  even  with  indifference  (especially 
under  my  own  roof)   I  am  unable  to  recollect  a: 
part  of  my  behavior  which  could  give  rise  to  su 
misconception  of  my  motives. 

As  to  the  deceptions  which  may  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  quotation  in  your  letter,  I  shall  only 
remark  that  I  had  no  agency  in  the  fabrication  of  it,  o^H 
of  anything  similar  thereto, — that  it  is  to  be  regrettc^^ 
that  we  should  have  land  jobbers  and  otherspeculatore 
among  us  who,  to  promote  their  Interested  views, 
will  publish  such  accounts  and  that  foreigners  should 
be  imposed  upon  by  them.      I  am  &c 

>  Pre»denl  Ailamt,  no  March  iQlh,  aanouaced  10  Coopvuthe  f allare  of  III* 
ocpAiatiods  in  Frsncc- 
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TO  TIMOTHY    PICKERING. 


\ 


^^^  UocKT  VtBKOS.  April  \f>.  1793. 

>EAR  Sir, 

obliging  favor  of  the  iith  Inst,  enclos- 
ing copies  of  the  instnictions  to.  and  dispatches 
from  the  Envoys  of  the  United  States  at  Paris 
was  received  with  thankfulness  by  the  last 
Post— 

One  would  think  that  the  measure  of  infamy  was 
filled,  and  the  profligacy  of,  and  corruption  in  the 
system  pursued  by  the  French  Directory  required  no 
further  disclosure  of  the  principles  by  which  it  is 
actuated,  than  what  is  contained  in  the  above  dis- 
patches  ;  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blindest  ;  and  yet, 
I  am  persuaded  that  those  communications  will 
produce  no  change  in  the  leaders  of  the  opposition, 
unless  there  shou'd  appear  a  manifest  desertion  of 
the  followers.  There  is  a  sufficient  evidence  already 
in  the  Aurora  of  the  turn  they  intend  to  give  the 
business,  and  of  the  ground  they  mean  to  occupy — 
but  I  do  not  believe  they  will  be  able  to  maintain 
that — or  any  other  much  longer. ' 

With  very  great  esteem. 


'  "The  Dcmo'i  seem  10  be  lifting  up  [heir  hexlK  (giiD — accorilinc  to  Mr. 
Bachc. — Thay  >ra  ■  little  crxldilltn — ur  one  might  uy,  ihuiid«i-itri<kvn^^n 
tbe  publicttion  of  ili«  diipttchei  from  ourenvoyi ;  but  (he  conienti  of  (hew 
ditp>tche*  ftre  naw  reiolred  by  Ihem  fnio  hamilcH  chit  chil —  fn«r«  (ritlct — 
IcM  than  w«i,  ur  ought  ■<>  have  been  oi]MiclB<i  frtiin  the  mUconduct  of  the 
Admiiuilnlion  of  ihii  <oQnir}-,  and  thai  ii  it  better  to  lobmit  10  >uch  chutlte- 
iii«nt  than  10  hiiaid  grcatet  evili  by  iJicwiii£  (utile  itwnlmciil.  So  much 
1  lillle  coDBullation  among  themirelveL" —  Waikingttn  (r  Jamtt  McUtmrf, 


496 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


r»i 


TO   GEORGE   WASHINGTON    PAKKB  CUSTIS. ' 


MotTttT  Vehnom.  io  Mar,  ij^a. 

Dear  Washington  : 

Your  letter  by  Colonel  Fitzgerald  has  been  receive 
and  I  shall  confine  my  reply  at  present,  to  the  query 
in  the  postscript,  viz.  "  to  whom  I  am  to  apply  for 
money  in  case  of  need," 

This  has  the  appearance  of  a  very  early  applicatioi 
when  it  is  considered  chat  you  were  provided  very^ 
plentifully,  it  was  conceived,  with  necessaries  of  all 
sorts  when  you  left  this  (two  months  ago  only)  ;  had 
^4.  6.  given  to  you  by  me,  and  ^3.  o.  a  by  Doctor 
Stuart,  as  charged  in  his  account  against  me  (equal 
to  between  9  and  10  lbs.  Marj'land  currency)  ;  had  a 
trunk  purchased  for  you,  a  quarter's  board  paid  in 
advance,  &c.     Except  for  your  washing,  and  booi 
when  necessary.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  h. 
given  rise  to  so  early  a  question.     Surely  you  ha 
not  conceived  that  indulgence  in  dress  or  other  ex- 
travagances are  matters  that  were  ever  contemplated 
by  me  as  objects  of  expense ;  and  I  hope  they  are 
not  so  by  you.     As  then  the  distance  between  ihi 
and  Annapolis  is  short,  and  the  communication  (b; 
post)  easy,  regular  and  safe,  transmit  the  accounts 
such  expenses  as  are  necessary,  to  me,  in  your  letters, 
and  a  mode  shall  be  devised  for  prompt  and  punctual 
payment  of  them.     And  let  meexhortyou,  in  solemn 
terms,  to  keep  steadily  in  mind  the  purposes  and  thi 
end  for  which  you  were  sent  to  the  seminary  you  are 


■  Now  at  tb«  coll«(*  U  Annsjiotik. 
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now  placed  at,  and  not  disappoint  the  hopes  which 
have  been  entertained  from  your  going  thither,  by 
doing  which  you  will  ensure  the  friendship,  &c.  of. 


TO   MRS.   SARAH    FAIRFAX. 


I 


Mount  Vxiut<Mi,  i6  Mty,  17^ 
DCAR  Madam, 

Five  and  twenty  years  have  nearly  passed  away, 
since  1  have  considered  myself  as  the  permanent 
resident  at  this  place,  or  have  been  in  a  situation  to 
indulge  myself  in  a  familiar  intercourse  with  my 
friends  by  letter  or  otherwise. 

During  this  period,  so  many  important  events  have 
occurred,  and  such  changes  in  men  and  things  have 
taken  place,  as  the  compass  of  a  letter  would  give 
you  but  an  inadequate  idea  of.  None  of  which 
events,  however,  nor  all  of  them  together,  have  been 
able  to  eradicate  from  my  mind  the  recollection  of 
those  happy  moments,  the  happiest  in  my  life,  which 
1  have  enjoyed  in  your  company. 

Worn  out  in  a  manner  by  the  toils  of  my  past 
labor,  I  am  again  seated  under  my  vine  and  fig-tree, 
and  wish  I  could  add,  that  there  were  none  to  make 
us  afraid  ;  but  those,  whom  we  have  been  accustomed 
to  call  our  good  friends  and  allies,  are  endeavoring, 
if  not  to  make  us  afraid,  yet  to  despoil  us  of  our 
properly,  and  are  provoking  us  to  acts  of  self-defence, 
which  may  lead  to  war.     What  will  be  the  result  of 


Widoir  oi  George  William  Faitfuc,  dov  living  in  England. 
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such  measures,  time,  that  faithful  expositor  of  all 
things,  must  disclose.  My  wish  is  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  my  days,  which  cannot  be  many,  in 
rural  amusements,  free  from  the  cares  from  which 
public  responsibility  is  never  exempt 

Before  the  war,  and  even  while  it  existed,  although 
I  was  eight  years  from  home  at  one  stretch,  (except 
the  en  passant  visits  made  to  it  on  my  marches  to 
and  from  the  siege  of  Yorktown,)  I  made  consider- 
able additions  to  my  dwelling-houses,  and  alterations 
in  my  offices  and  gardens ;  but  the  dilapidation  oc- 
casioned by  time,  and  those  neglects,  which  are  coex- 
tensive with  the  absence  of  proprietors,  have  occupied  j 
as  much  of  my  time  within  the  last  twelve  months  in  ^| 
repairing  them,  as  at  any  former  period  in  the  same  " 
space ;  and  it  is  matter  of  sore  regret,  when  I  cast 
my  eyes  towards  Belvoir,  which  1  often  do.  to  reflect,  1 
the  former  inhabitants  of  it,  with  whom  we  lived  iii'^| 
such  harmony  and  friendship,  no  longer  reside  there, 
and  that  the  ruins  can  only  be  viewed  as  the  memento 
of  former  pleasures.  Permit  me  to  add,  that  I  have 
wondered  often,  your  nearest  relations  being  in  this 
country,  that  you  should  not  prefer  spending  the 
evening  of  your  life  among  them,  rather  than  close 
the  sublunary  scene  in  a  foreign  country',  numerous 
as  your  acquaintances  may  be,  and  sincere  as 
friendships  you  may  have  formed. 

A  century  hence,  if  this  country  keeps  united  (and 
it  is  surely  its  policy  and  interest  to  do  it),  will  pro- 
duce a  city,  though  not  as  large  as  London,  yet  of  a 
magnitude  inferior  to  few  others  in  Europe,  on  the 
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banks  of  the  Potomac,  where  one  is  now  establishing 
for  the  permanent  seat  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  (between  Alexandria  and  Georgetown, 
on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  river  ; )  a  situation  not 
excelled,  for  commanding  prospect,  good  water, 
salubrious  air.  and  safe  harbour,  by  any  in  the  world  ; 
and  where  elegant  buildings  are  erecting  and  in  for- 
wardness for  the  reception  uf  Congress  in  the 
year  i8oa 

Alexandria,  within  the  last  seven  years,  since  the 
establishment  of  the  general  government,  has  in- 
creased in  buildings,  in  population,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  its  streets  by  well-executed  pavements,  and 
in  the  extension  of  its  wharves,  in  a  manner  of  which 
you  can  have  ver>'  little  idea.  This  show  of  prosperity, 
you  wilt  readily  conceive,  is  owing  to  its  commerce. 
The  extension  of  that  trade  is  occasionc<l,  in  a  great 
degree,  by  opening  of  the  inland  navigation  of  the 
Potomac  River,  now  cleared  to  Fort  Cumberland, 
upwards  of  two  hundred  miles,  and  by  a  similar 
attempt  to  accomplish  the  like  up  the  Shenandoah, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  more.  In  a  word,  if 
this  country  can  steer  clear  of  European  politics, 
'stand  firm  on  its  bottom,  and  be  wise  and  temperate 
in  its  government,  it  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
and  happiest  nations  in  the  world. 

Knowing  that  Mrs.  Washington  is  about  to  give 
an  account  of  the  changes,  which  have  happened  in 
the  neighborhood  and  in  our  own  family,  I  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of  them. 

I  am.  &c. 
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MRS.  WASHINGTON  TO  MRS.  SARAH  FAIRFAX. 


Homrr  Vbknom.  17  Hay,  179). 

Whether  you  are  indebted  to  roe,  or  I  to  you  a  letter,  I  shall 
not  (because  it  would  got  compoR  with  that  friendship  1  have 
always  professed,  and  still  feel  for  you  loemiuiie;)  but  1  shall 
proceed  having  so  good  an  opportunity  as  is  afforded  by  Mr, 
Fairfai's  voyage  to  England,  to  assure  you  that  although  many' 
years  have  elapsed  since  I  have  either  received  or  written  one  10 
you,  that  my  affectionate  regard  for  you  has  undergone  no  dimi 
nution,  and  that  it  is  among  my  greatefit  regretK,  now  I  am  again 
fixed  (1  hope  for  life)  at  this  place,  at  not  having  you  as  a  neigh- 
bor and  companion.  This  loss  was  not  sensibly  fell  by  mc  whil 
I  was  a  kind  of  perambulator,  during  eight  or  nine  years  of  the 
war,  and  during  other  eight  years  which  I  resided  at  the  seat  tJL 
the  general  government,  occupied  in  xceneK  more  busy,  tho'  not 
more  happy,  than  in  the  tranquil  employment  of  rural  life  witli 
which  my  days  will  close. 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  this  country,  since  you 
left  it  (and  it  is  pretty  much  the  case  in  all  other  pans  of  this 
State)  arc,  in  one  word,  total.  In  Alexandria,  I  do  not  believe 
there  lives  at  this  day  a  single  family  with  whom  you  had  the 
smallest  acquaintance.  In  our  neighborhood  Colo.  Masoo.  Colo. 
McCarty  and  wife.  Mr.  Chicheslor,  Mr.  Lund  Washington  and  all 
the  Wagcncrs,  have  left  the  stage  of  human  life  ;  and  our  visitors 
on  the  Maryland  side  are  gone  and  going  likewise.  These,  it  is^ 
true  are  succeeded  by  another  Generation  among  whom  youf 
niece,  Mrs.  Herbert,  has  a  numerous  offspring ;  and  as  she.  Mis. 
Washington  of  Fairfield,  and  your  nephews,  Thomas  and  Fcrdi* 
nand  Fairfax  are  (as  I  am  informed)  among  your  correspondents, 
it  would  perhaps  be  but  an  imperfect  repetition  of  what  you 
woiUd  receive  more  correctly  in  detail  from  then,  to  relate  roat 
ters  which  more  immediately  concern  themselves  :  I  shall  briefly 
add,  however,  thai  Mrs,  Washington  has  just  lost  another  daughter, 
who  lately  married  Mr.  Thomas  Fairfax  and  is  the  second  will 
he  has  lost,  both  very  fine  women. 

With  respect  to  my  own  family,  it  will  not  I  presume,  be  new 
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to  you  to  hear  that  my  aon  died  in  the  (all  of  1 781.  He  left  four 
fine  children,  three  daughters  and  a  son ;  the  two  eldest  of  the 
former  are  maTricd,  and  have  three  children  bctneeo  them,  all 
girls.  The  eldest  of  the  two,  Elizabeth,  married  Mr.  Law  (a  man 
of  fortune  from  the  East  Indies,  brother  to  the  Bishop  of  [Mrnt] ; 
the  other,  Martha,  married  Mr.  Thomas  Peter,  son  of  Robt.  Peler 
of  Georgetown,  who  is  also  very  wealthy.  Both  live  in  the 
federal  city.  The  youngest  daughter,  Eleanor,  is  yet  single,  and 
lives  with  me.  having  done  so  from  an  infant ;  as  has  my  grand- 
son George  Washington,  now  turned  of  seventeen,  except  when 
at  college ;  to  three  of  which  be  has  been — vie — Philadelphia, 
New  Jersey  and  Annapolis,  at  the  last  of  which  he  now  is.' 

'  Tfac  draft  of  this  letter  U  in  Wuhingtoo'i  vriling. 


END  OP   VOL,    XIII. 
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STANFORD  UNIVERSITY  UBRARY 
Stanford,  California 


M  • 


